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Celebrating New Life 
Congratulations to 

Jon & Aimee Oliphant 
on the birth of their son  

Ezekiel “Zeke” Glenn Oliphant 
September 24, 2020 

 

 

 

ELDERS 
The following men were elected to the 

office of Elder by the Congregation on 

Sunday, September 19: 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who were willing to serve.  

Please continue to pray for the officers and 

leaders of the church.  

Barry Adickes 
Jamey Dagenhart 
David Ledbetter 

Tom Scott 
Warren Norman 
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Pastor’s Message 
Barry Dagenhart, Senior Pastor  

      

     In Psalm 77, we can find these words:  “I will call to mind 
the deeds of the Lord; yes, I will remember your wonders of 
old.  I will meditate on all your work…”  As a congregation, 
that is exactly what we sought to do with our 125th 
Anniversary Celebration, as we keyed on the theme of 
Celebrating God’s Faithfulness. 

     And God was faithful once again, as He gave us a beautiful day to worship Him, and many people 
here to worship – including several visitors, former officers, and even former staff.  It was a delight to 
have a son of the congregation – the Rev. Richard C. Lewis – in the pulpit that day, and it was so good 
to speak with others who traveled a great distance because of the impact that First ARP has had on 
their lives. 

     And even though we had to curtail some of our original plans due to Covid protocols, it was still 
such a delightful time, and the comments of those who were here agree with that assessment, 
whether they came from near or far.  Paul Gettys did a great job in condensing 125 years of Church 
history into about a 20 minute presentation that keyed on the earlier years and gave us much 
information that most of us had never heard or read before. 

     Women’s Ministries provided refreshments on the front lawn afterwards, and I want to call to 
your attention the team who basically served as the planning committee for the entire celebration.  
That committee consisted of Chair Ashley Barron, Sally Berger, Ginger Catoe, Paul Gettys, Connie 
Kiser, Jeannie Marion, Megan Sanders, Ginger Smith and Tim Templeton.  This group met several 
times and had some wonderful plans, most of which did not get to come to fruition thanks to the 
Covid numbers rising and things we had to cancel. 

     The musicians and singers from both services participated and the music was wonderful with a lot 
of diversity and included even a Psalm or two.  And, as a pastor, one part of the service that meant a 
lot to me was Dr. Robinson introducing our guest speaker as one who had grown up under his 
tutelage.  I can tell you that Pastors are always grateful when people from the congregation they 
serve go into full-time ministry, and I am glad Bob was able to introduce Rick on that occasion.  And 
not that anyone is counting, but Bob Robinson was here for your 75th Anniversary, your Centennial, 
and now your 125th.   

     Finally, I was caught completely off guard by your kindnesses that day as you gave me gifts as I 
begin my 20th year among you as your Senior Pastor.  I received kind words from Robert Alexander 
on your behalf, a very generous love offering, and an antique Mantel clock.  I can assure you that the 
latter two will be put to good use.  It is an honor and a privilege to serve God in this place. 

 Barry 



Our Preschool is off to a great start this Fall as we learn 
more about God and this beautiful world he has 
created!  We are so appreciative of the many ways the 
church supports this ministry .... through donations, wish 
list items and prayer.  Each teacher has a prayer partner 

from the church this year, which helps us to build connections and encourage 
one another.  Pastor Jon leads our Chapel time each week and Mrs. Connie 
has music on Friday mornings.  Each day is busy with learning, exploring and 



Christian Sympathy is extended to… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Matthew 5:4 

Chris Leighton 
at the death of his father 
Thomas H. Leighton, Jr.  

on August 31, 2021 



Volunteers 
Needed   

Do you love the Lord?  Do you love children? 
 

If yes, we have many opportunities to 
serve!  Volunteers are needed most every 

Sunday in our church nurseries.  If you enjoy 
older children, we always need substitute 

teachers for our Sunday School classes.  We 
have a new curriculum that is easy to teach, 
and sweet children who are eager to learn! 

Contact Connie Kiser to sign up for the date, time/service and age group that is best for you!  

Family Life   
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, October 27 
5:30-7:00 in the White Street parking lot 

 

Join us for our annual Fall Carnival  
with fun & games for all ages and a hot dog dinner! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please RSVP to the church office  
by Monday, October 25.  



Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 
 

Thursday, September 16, we served 80 or more folks a hot 
lunch of chicken tenders, macaroni salad, lima beans with 

ham, biscuits, apple pie, and a snack. We were fortunate to 
have plenty of great help this month from; Fran Hancock, 
Linda Neely, Bob Falkenbach, Jack Snyder, Maggie Strauss, 
and Brad & Donna Ziegler. We enjoyed our time together 

helping friends in need.  

To join this rewarding service contact Susan Gardner.  

Mark Your 
Calendar 

Next Serving Date: 
October 21 

Women’s Ministries  
 

Weekly Fall Bible Studies 
 
 

God of Deliverance: A Study of Exodus 1-18 
 

Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. || Faith Room 
Thursdays at noon || Faith Room 

 

Circles 

 

Circle #1: Thursday, October 7 @ 7:00 p.m. || Faith Room 
Circle #2: Thursday, October 7 @ 10:00 a.m. || Faith Room 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Christian Education Committee hopes that these months of focusing on various books 
of the Bible for more devoted study will spur you on to similar, personal study of God’s 

Word in the days ahead. 

For our final Bible Mastery month, the selected book is 
Hebrews. In this letter from an unidentified (in the book 
itself) author, there is a rich combination of teachings: 

assurances of hope in our faith, teaching on the impact of 
Old Testament figures in our lives, challenges and 

encouragement for daily living a faithful life, and more. 
Spending time in this study will certainly generate growth in 

each life and lively discussion (led by Tom Simpson) on 
October 20th  at 6:30 p.m.     



New Member Spotlight 
On Sunday, September 12, we welcomed 7 new members into our church family!  Take time to welcome them! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dianne Hardison  
moved to Rock Hill 43 years ago to be closer to family in the  
Charlotte area.  Previously a teacher, Dianne has owned a travel 
agency for 36 years and loves helping people.  She has three adult 
children and is engaged to Tom Roper.  Dianne loves to travel, spend 
time with family and friends, and enjoys lots of outdoor  
activities. 

Jack and Emily Cox  
have returned to First ARP, having been members in the 90s and 
early 2000s, before attending St. John's UMC.  Both retired, Jack 
and Emily enjoy traveling and supporting their alma mater,  
Clemson University, which is where they met.  A retired teacher, 
Emily volunteers with our nurseries and preschool, and is  
participating in the WM Fall Bible study. 

Landon and Scottie Ard 

both grew up in Rock Hill,  graduated from South Pointe High and the 
University of South Carolina. They are high school sweethearts who 
were married in 2018 and have a rambunctious, puppy named Bird-
ie.  Landon is an avid outdoorsman who loves to hunt and fish. He 
works for Shealy Electric in Charlotte as an Outside Salesman. Scottie 
teaches 5th Grade at York Road Elementary, and loves to read and 
spend time with friends and family.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sarah Marion  
is a native of Chester, South Carolina and a lifelong ARP.  She grew 
up in the Chester ARP church and worked at camp in the summers 
at Bonclarken (the happiest place on earth!).  She has a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts degree in Interior Design from Converse College and a 
Master's degree in Interior Architecture and Historic Preservation 
from the University of North Carolina at Greensboro.  Sarah and her 
Old English Sheepdog, Ollie, recently moved back to the area from 
Pawleys Island and works in Charlotte at SGA|NarmourWright 
Design.  She has a passion for historic architecture and especially 
loves working on adaptive use projects.  When she's not working, 
Sarah enjoys attending Pure Barre classes, watching college  
football, reading, traveling and seeing musicals.    

Katherine Strickland Herlong (Kathy)  

is a native Rock Hillian and has been married to Joe, a fellow  

musician, for 32 years.  A graduate of Winthrop University with 

Bachelors and Masters degrees in Music Education, Kathy taught 

elementary music in the Rock Hill School District for 28 years, 

retiring in 2015.  She was the Director of Music at Second Baptist 

Church in Lancaster from 1985-91, then joined  

Westminster Presbyterian Church, serving in the choral and 

handbell choirs. Her husband, Joe,  plays trumpet in the  

orchestra there. Kathy and Joe have a beautiful black and white 

cocker spaniel named Nicholas and enjoy spending time with 

friends and family. 



 

1 
Adele Robinson 
Sydney Sloop 
3 
Buddy Cassells 
Janie Cauthen 
Jan Stephenson 
4 
Mary Hendrick 
5 
Anne Oates 
6 
Brady Nowicki 
7 
Jake McCallister 
8 
Aggie Powell 
Elizabeth Turner 
9 
Emma Harper 
 
 
 

10 
Anne Rutland 
Jones Rutland 
Will Smith 
11 
Riley Norman 
12 
Chase Dillingham 
Jacob Gilleland 
Greg Harbin 
13 
Thomas Gettys 
Eric Madsen 
14 
Jenny Nowicki 
15 
Patti Brakefield 
16 
Steve Cashion 
Ben Harper 
 
 
 

17 
Shirley Hendry 
18 
Beth Gault 
Robert Wilkerson 
19 
Spencer Anderson 
Mary Campbell 
Kellett 
Joe Robinson 
21 
Miles Robinson 
23 
Paul Gettys 
24 
David Barnes 
Carey Harper 
Beth Simpson 
25 
Susan Eaves 
Theresa Smith 
 
 

26 
Sharon Neely 
Ashley Scott 
29 
Roe Roach 
Chad Smith 
31 
Trip Donahue 
Lois Kirkpatrick 
Neal Powell  



October Calendar of Events 
Sundays 
9:00 a.m. Worship 
11:00 a.m. Worship 
 

Wednesdays 
6:30 p.m. Foundations for Faith 

SUNDAY, October 3 
• Worldwide Communion Day                                             

9:00 & 11:00 worship services 
 
MONDAY, October 4 
• Circle No. 3 

6:30 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, October 5 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 

10:00 a.m. 
• CE Meeting 

6:00 p.m. 
• Family Life Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, October 6 
• Foundations for Faith 

6:30 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, October 7 
• Barry Dagenhart Prayer Team 

8:30 a.m., Rogers Room 
• Circle No. 2 

10:00 a.m. 
• Early Service Singers Rehearsal 

4:00 p.m. 
• Circle No. 1 

7:00 p.m. 
 
SATURDAY, October 9 
• Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 a.m. 
 
MONDAY, October 11 
• Vision Team Prayer Group 

10:00 a.m. 
 
TUESDAY, October 12 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 

10:00 a.m. 
 
Wednesday, October 13 
• Foundations for Faith 

6:30 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, October 14 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 

12 :00 p.m. 
 

FRIDAY, October 15-17 
• Church-wide Retreat 
 
MONDAY, October 18 
• Ladies’ Book Club 

7:00 p.m. 
• Diaconate 

6:30 p.m. 
• Joint Meeting of the Session & 

Diaconate 
        7:00 p.m. Robinson Hall 
 
TUESDAY, October 19 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 

10:00 a.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, October 20 
• Bible Mastery — Hebrews 

6:30 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, October 21 
• Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 

Volunteer Opportunity,                
9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m 

• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 
12:00 p.m. 

• Early Service Singers Rehearsal 
4:00 p.m. 

 
TUESDAY, October 26 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 
        10:00 a.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, October 27 

• Fall Carnival 
5:30 p.m. 

 
THURSDAY, October 28 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 

12:00 p.m. 
• Just Joy  

6:30 p.m. 
 
SUNDAY, October 31 
• Reformation Sunday 

Just Joy 
every 4th Thursday 
6:30 p.m. in Robinson Hall Worship 
Service geared toward  friends with 
special needs, friends and families, 
but all are welcome to come and 
participate! 
 
 

Preschool 
Weekdays from 9 a.m.-12 p.m.  
Email preschooldirector@firstarp.org 
for more information!  
 

Looking 

Ahead 
• Congregational Meeting, 

November 14— Congregational 
meeting for the purpose of 
electing Deacons, 
congregational officers, 
approving the budget, and 
general business.   

 
 


