
First ARP Church of Rock Hill Newsletter 

Wednesday, August 10 
5:30-7:30 p.m. 

 

Hotdog dinner & Kona Ice Truck! 
All are welcome! 



 
Christian sympathy is extended to  
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Elder Elections 
It is that time of year again—election season! 

Be on the lookout for a letter from the church office in your 
mailbox. This contains information on this process and 

instructions for your responsibility in it.  

Please return nomination forms to the church office by  

Sunday, August 21st. 

 

Another congregation-wide mailout will be sent to notify you of 
the nominees up for election. 

The date to elect elders will be Sunday, September 18th. 

Women’s Ministries  
Annual Yard Sale 

 
Saturday, August 6 

8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

 

Accepting items no later 

than Friday,  

August 5 at noon! 

Beth Gault & Bill Cunningham 
at the death of their mother 
Lillian Watts Cunningham  

on July 3, 2022 

Tim Templeton Family 
at the death of his mother 

Lucille Childers Templeton 
on July 22, 2022 



 

Pastor’s Message 
   Jon Oliphant, Associate Pastor 

 
     Grief plagues all of us because we live in a broken, fallen, and 

sinful world. Tragedy strikes, a loved one passes away, cancer rears its 

ugly head, and so much more. How can we respond to grief and pain 

in a way that honors Christ? This is something the Session has thought 

about long and hard. One avenue of care that we have been working 

on is a grief conference. The title of the conference is “Therefore I Have Hope” and the dates are 

September 9th and 10th.  

       Dr. Rod Mays, a PCA minister and adjunct professor at Reformed Theological Seminary in 

Charlotte, will be our keynote speaker. Dr. Robby Bell and Rev. Josh Squires will also come and lead 

seminars on Saturday morning. Additionally, our very own Jeanie Revell, Emily Cox, and Cindy 

Wilkerson will also lead a seminar.  

       On Friday evening, we will begin with a dinner at 5:30pm. Dr. Mays will speak from 6:30-7:30. On 

Saturday, there will be an optional coffee hour from 8am-9am. Dr. Mays will speak again from 9-

10am. Then you will be able to choose two of the three seminars (one at 10:15 and the second at 

11:15). We will finish at 12pm.  

       The first seminar led by Jeanie, Emily, and Cindy will be on what to say and what not to say to 

people who are grieving. This will be very practical and insightful for everyone. Rev. Squires will talk 

about care for the caregiver. Dr. Bell will speak on grief in non-death situations.  

       The cost is $20/adult if you are coming to dinner on Friday evening. The cost is $10/adult if you 

are not. Children are free. There are scholarships available so please contact the church office if you 

need financial assistance. Childcare will be provided for children 5th grade and under. Middle school 

and high school students are encouraged to attend the conference.  

Registration for our church will begin August 1st. On August 16th we will open registration up to Mt. 

Prospect and to other ARP churches. On August 23rd we will open it up to other area churches. 

Registration will end on September 2nd. We only have space for 200 people for dinner Friday night so 

please sign up ASAP.  

       I really hope you will take advantage of this opportunity we have for spiritual growth. Invite your 

friends, coworkers, and family members. This is a wonderful outreach opportunity. Lamentations 

3:21-23 says, “But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the Lord never 

ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” 

May the Lord use this conference to give us all hope in the midst of the suffering we all endure.  



 Summer Missions 

The Appalachia mission team 
had a great week doing VBS 
for Morgan Memorial United  

Methodist Church. 

We thank God for the wonderful 

short-term missions team from 

First Rock Hill Associate  

Reformed Presbyterian Church 

(Rock Hill, SC.) We had a great 

VBS at our church!  We are so 

thankful for all the children who 

attended and especially for the 

four kids and their families who 

came to church for the first 

time!  Praise God for the work 

He is doing at our emerging  

congregation Rey de Reyes here 

in Madrid (King of Kings  

Presbyterian Church).  

-Juan Carlos Bonilla 

Our short-term mission trip to Spain was so very exciting! We helped to 
host the very first Vacation Bible School at Rey de Reyes, the church plant 
that the Bonilla's have been working to establish since they arrived in  
Madrid! We met new children and their parents and spent time getting to 
know the core members of the church plant.  We were delighted to meet 
two families who were attending church for the very first time! Ruth and 
Juan Carlos and their two lovely girls, Esther Catherine and Sarah Presley, 
were excellent hosts as always and it was such a blessing to be able to  
encourage them in their ministry! -Michele Harbin 



Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 
JULY REPORT 

In July a faithful group of volunteers served around 82 folks at Dorothy Day 

Soup Kitchen. They enjoyed a lunch of chicken pot pie, tossed salad, 

assorted fresh fruit, rolls, drinks, and cake.  
 

Volunteers were:  

Renee Bessinger 

 Fran Hancock 

 Mike Heintz 

 Linda Neely 

Bill Reid 

NEXT SERVING OPPORTUNITY:  

Thursday, August 18th 
 

Even if you cannot be there for the entire time (9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.)  

you can still be a help to this wonderful ministry.  
 

Contact Fran Hancock to get involved 

A Message from Professional Staff Committee 
 

After almost two years without a youth director, 

the Professional Staff Committee is pleased to 

announce that the Session approved the hire of 

Elijah Hoyer. Elijah is from Wichita, KA and  

currently lives in Charlotte, NC. He is a part-time 

student at Reformed Theological Seminary. He 

will officially begin September 1st, but may be 

around a little bit prior to that. We praise the Lord 

for His faithfulness in the life of this church and 

the youth ministry specifically. Please be in  

prayer for Elijah as he makes this transition and 

gets ready to serve here at First ARP.  



Come Sing with Us 
We remain blessed and thankful for our music ministry volunteer 

singers here at First ARP. Our adult choir has an exciting road 
ahead as we prepare repertoire to sing in worship throughout the 

fall and into the Christmas season. Did you know that we have a spot for you?  
If you have prior experience singing in a choir or are musically inclined, please know 

you have an open invitation to join us at any time! No commitment at first is  
necessary - just come sing! Can’t sing every Sunday? That’s  OK, too!  

The next time you are sitting in the pew and the person next to you has a nice voice on 
the hymns, well… you know what to do! And if that singer is you, well… what are you 

waiting for?  
If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to me, Patrick Robinson, or another 
choir member. The choir rehearses weekly on Wednesdays at 7:15 PM, September - 

May. Thanks for your consideration! 
-Ryan Tinker, adult choir director 

Summer Camps 
It has been a successful and busy summer of camps! We’ve been 

busy learning about science and experiments during our STEM 

week. We had water day during our 

“Under the Sea” week. And learned 

all about those that make our  

community better through fighting 

fires, helping us when we are sick, 

keeping us safe from crime and in 

traffic, etc. 



UPDATED:  

Children’s Summer Activities 2022 

 

Preschool Water Day 

Thursday, August 4  10 a.m. 

Preschoolers are invited to the playground fo sprinklers, 

wading pools, and popsicles. Bring towels, friends & a picnic 

lunch!   

 

 

WeeServe for rising 4K - 2nd graders  

Wednesday, August 10    10 a.m.-12 noon 

Younger elementary students are invited to the church for activities  

focused on helping others.  Children will make cards and bake treats for 

community helpers, create flower  arrangements for 

homebound members, restock Adah’s Library and Noah’s Snack Shack 

and other nearby Blessing Boxes, and more.  Bring a lunch for a picnic! 

FRIDAY  
OPEN GYM  

The church gym is open on  Fridays for 

kids of all ages to come play.   

Beat the heat and enjoy time with 

friends!  

Sign Up for all activities us-
ing this QR Code 



 

Child Safety Training 
 

Inspired by the love of Christ, and enabled by the Holy Spirit, we serve God through worship, education and 

fellowship that we may proclaim His grace and share His love in the world. 

Education has always been a fundamental component of our church life but for it to flourish, each 

member must play his or her role.  Thankfully, our church family is blessed with faithful teachers and 

volunteers who are willing to love and serve our children, youth and adults each week -- and we are 

extremely grateful.  The safety of our children and our volunteers is also a priority. 

As part of their responsibility for oversight, the Christian Education committee and the Session has 

updated our Child Protection Policy and this new policy will go into effect this Fall.  Because we will be 

implementing some changes, three training sessions have been scheduled in August to review the new 

policy.   All volunteers will be required to have a current background check and to attend ONE of these 

training sessions.  

Three sessions are offered: 

• Thursday, August 4 at 3:00 p.m. 

• Wednesday, August 10 at 7:30 p.m. (after the Back to School Bash) 

• Sunday, August 28 at 4:00 p.m. 

All who work with children and/or youth are asked to sign up for one of these sessions that best suits 

their schedule at the following link:  https://forms.gle/j59QJGCbHneVbZte8  

Family Promise 
 

Our Family Promise guests were here July 17-24th.  We hosted 2 delightful families with 
a total of 3 adults and 3 children.  The committee would like to thank  David and Beth 
Gault, Jan and David Stephenson for set up and clean up. Our Sunday School classes 

provided delicious meals- Spiritual Life, Covenant Life, Christian Life, Fellowship Class 
and Grace Changes Everything Class. And we could not do this without our overnight 

hosts: Bill and Marsha Vogel, Jeanie Alexander, Jeff Diers, Mike Heintz, Mary Joyce 
Wright, George Coxhead, Debi Hallman, Megan Madsen, Ginger Smith, Mike Looper 

and Luke Pokrajac. 
If you are interested in becoming involved in this ministry please let us know-many 

hands make light work and we mean it when we say we get more of it than we put in. 
Our guests will be back with us the week of Sept 18th.  Please pray for this ministry and 

that more churches will join us. 
-Eric and Nora Madsen 

https://forms.gle/j59QJGCbHneVbZte8


Sunday, August 14      10:00 am 

gather in the gym to meet 
teachers and enjoy some   

Children & youth  
(ages 2 - 18) will 

their trip and lead us in songs & games.  
Parents, kids and friends are welcome!  

sweet treats! The Appalachia   
Mission Team will share about  

Adult Sunday School  
Open House 

Come see what our  
Adult Sunday School classes have to offer: 

 

August 28, 2022 

Second Floor of Robinson Hall 

 

The CE Committee and our current classes would love to invite 
you for refreshments and the opportunity to drop in for a visit 

with each class. 

 

Members are eager to tell you about their classes, including  
current and recent offerings. 



Member Birthdays 

1 
Elliott Bunce 
 
2 
Aiken Golightly 
 
3 
Evan Gettys 
 
4 
Jane Southwell 
 
5 
Susan Barnette 
Melissa Lyon 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
Jeremy Dreier 
 
9 
Emmie Kiser 
Mabry Smith 
Ann Marie Williamson 
 
10 
Sylvia Rhodes 
 
12 
Barry Adickes 
David Gault 
 
13 
Ryan Simpson 

14 
Miley Rhoad 
Mike Simpson 
Sally Anne Williamson  
 
16 
Ben Barkley 
 
18 
Jack Cox 
Kara Duggins 
 
21 
Addison Sanders 
 
23 
Mae Bunce 
Heather Robinson 
 
24 
Julie Harbin 
 
 
 
 

25 
Gracie Grant 
Donna Hanna 
 
26 
Jamey Dagenhart 
Mitch Sanders 
 
27 
David Stephenson 
 
28 
Chrissi Norman 
Jackson Emerson 
 
29 
John P. Gettys, Jr.  
 
30 
Luke Simpson 
 
31 
Marin Grant Killen 
 

Congregational Services Committee Activity Update 

Hello First ARP Family!   

Several of the CSC committee members enjoyed fellowship while we created 

succulent gardens for delivery to our CSC congregation friends.   The gardens 

turned out lovely, as you can see from the pictures and were delivered by each 

CSC servant to their chosen friend/s. 

We are currently in the planning stages for fall and advent-season activities 

and would love to have additional hands and feet to serve more of our  

congregational family. 

We are all BLESSED to be a BLESSING to others! 

If you would like to be a part of the CSC Team or 

have questions about our committee, please 

contact one of your CSC Diaconate  

Committee Board members: 

Jody FitzGerald    

                 Susan Gardner     

Debi Hallman      

Terri Looper        

Shellie Sloop      



August Calendar of Events 

Sunday 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship 
 

 

Just Joy  

every 4th 
Thursday 

6:30 p.m.  
 

Worship Service geared toward 
special needs friends and families, 
but all are welcome to come and 
participate! 
 
 

Preschool 

 
Weekdays,  
9 a.m.-12 p.m. 

 
2022-2023 School Year 

begins Wednesday, 
August 31st

 

Limited space available 
Contact Ny Snell, Director for 
more information 
preschooldirector@firstarp.org 

www.firstarp.org/preschool 

TUESDAY, August 2 
• Verses & Vittles 

10:00 a.m. 
• Worship Committee Meeting 

7:00 p.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, August 3 
• WeeServe 

9:30 a.m. 
 

THURSDAY, August 4 
• Barry Dagenhart Prayer Team                   

8:30 a.m., Rogers Room 
• Preschool Water Day 

10:00 a.m. 
• Child Safety Training 

3:00 p.m. 
• Early Service Singers Rehearsal 

4:00 p.m. 
 
SATURDAY, August 6 
• Women’s Ministries Yard Sale 

8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
 

MONDAY, August 8 
• Vision Team Prayer Group 

10:00 a.m. 
• Women’s Ministries Board Meeting 

5:30 p.m. 
 

TUESDAY, August 9 
• Diaconate 

6:30 p.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, August 10 
• Back to School Bash 

5:30 p.m. 
• Child Safety Training 

7:30 p.m. 
 
SATURDAY, August 13 
• Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 a.m. 
 

SUNDAY, August 14 
• Promotion Sunday for all children 

and youth,  10:00 a.m., Gymnasium 
 
MONDAY, August 15 
• Session 

7:00 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, August 18 
• Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen Volunteer 

Opportunity, 9:30 a.m-1:00 p.m.  
• Early Service Singers Rehearsal 

4:00 p.m., Choir Room 
 
THURSDAY, August 25 
• Just Joy Worship                                      

6:30 p.m. 
 
SUNDAY, August 28 
• Adult Sunday School Open House 

10:00 a.m. 
• Child Safety Training 

4:00 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, August 30 
• Preschool Open House—Meet the 

Teacher 
 
WEDNESDAY, August 31 
• Preschool first day of school 

9:00 a.m. 

Mark Your Calendars 
Foundations for the Faith resumes       

Wednesday, September 7 

https://firstarp.org/preschool

