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First ARP 
Preschool 

The countdown is on for a new year at 
First ARP Preschool! Last spring, the 
Session approved the creation of a 

Preschool Board to oversee this ministry. The new Board 
has spent a great deal of time in prayer, and worked on 
updating and improving several areas.  We are excited to be 
staring a new curriculum - ABC Jesus Loves Me - which will 
incorporate quality academic instruction with Biblical 
learning.  

Jennifer Lyle, who recently retired from Rock Hill Schools 
after teaching Kindergarten for over 20 years, is joining our 
ministry and will teach our PreK Class. Sub committees of the 
Board are working on professional development for all our 
teachers, as well as support for our future director.   

As one of the key ministries of our church, we covet your 
prayers as we start a new school year with lots of new 
families.   Pray for our teachers and our students.  Pray for 
wisdom for the Board during this Interim period as we 
continue searching for a Director.  And tell your friends and 
neighbors with young children about our “hidden gem” … 
because there truly is “no greater joy than to see our children 
walking in the truth. “   

- Connie Kiser 
 Interim Director 

 

You can also support the Preschool by volunteering                 
and/or supplying items from our Amazon Wish List:                               

https://a.co/74WtkUX 

https://a.co/74WtkUX


 

Pastor’s 
Message 

   Barry Dagenhart, Senior Pastor 
 

     Later this month on Sunday, August 29, we will be 
celebrating 125 years of God’s faithfulness to us as a 
congregation.  Obviously, we are about one year late 
(thanks to Covid-19) since First ARP was formally 
organized on November 19, 1895.  And yet, early or late, 
it’s important to remember how faithful God has been 
to this congregation from the very beginning and all through her history. 
     As Paul Gettys’ Centennial History puts it:  “Charter member Nanny Roddey (Mrs. R. E. Hough) 
remembered:  ‘When Mr. Rogers came to us the first of July, there was not one single thing to 
commence with except a few ARP’s scattered over the town who hardly knew each other when they 
met.  We were all discouraged, and had given up all hope of ever having a church here.’” 
     But other people also had that same attitude.  Again quoting the Centennial History:  “Dr. Rogers 
recalled that on the train to Rock Hill to begin his work, he met his mother’s pastor.  When asked 
what his business in Rock Hill was, the student replied confidently that he was going to start a church.  
The older minister replied:  ‘While the sun shines, you’ll never make it there.  You’re wasting 
sweetness on the desert air.’” 
     Obviously the naysayers had forgotten that Ephesians 3 teaches that God is “able to do far more 
abundantly than all that we ask or think…”  The first service on July 7 had 63 in attendance.  The next 
week the congregation numbered almost 100, and by the end of the summer the regular attendance 
was about 150.   If you talk to any church planter today, they will tell you that this is an amazing story.  
Indeed – and that’s why it is so important to celebrate God’s faithfulness to this church in the 
beginning, but also to continue to celebrate His faithfulness to us even today.   
     So, please plan to come to the single service at 10:00 a.m. on August 29, which we are calling our 
125th anniversary, but is also a Homecoming.  We hope to have you here, but also some members 
(maybe even staff people) from our past.  One of the many full-time servants in the Kingdom that 
God has called from this congregation through the years is Richard C. Lewis, Jr., the present pastor of 
the Pisgah ARP Church in Gastonia.  Rick is a graduate of Erskine College in 1979, and of Erskine 
Seminary in 1982.  We look forward to having a son of the congregation with us to celebrate this 
special day and bring God’s Word to us. 
     Paul Gettys will give a brief historical sketch following the worship service, and then we will enjoy a 
covered dish meal in the gym following Mr. Gettys’ remarks.  I hope you will make every effort to be 
present for this celebration.  As the Psalmist put it:  “Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts 
with praise!  Give thanks to Him, bless His name!  For the Lord is good; His steadfast love endures 
forever and His faithfulness to all generations.”  That includes you and me.  I look forward to seeing 
you there.    
-Barry   



MIssions 
A report on the Appalachia Mission Trip  

By: Taylor Madsen 
 

The Appalachia Mission team returned home on Friday July 9th 
after a week serving at Morgan Memorial United Methodist Church 

in Rose Hill, Virginia. This was the 40th anniversary of the 
Appalachia Mission Trip sponsored by CEM. Over 30 children heard 
the gospel throughout our Vacation Bible School. Our theme was 

Christmas in July. Each day was focused on one candle of the 
advent wreath. We also enjoyed playing games in recreation, crafts 
(the all-time favorite craft was decorating Christmas cookies baked 

by our own Ginger Smith) and snacks.  
 

We thank our entire church family for all the support we received 
and the many prayers. We were fortunate to partner with Neely’s 

Creek ARP and to help provide each of the families represented 
with a laundry basket full of cleaning and laundry supplies as well as 

small gift for each child.  

“I loved the trip because it showed me how thankful I need to be for all 
that I have. Most of the kids came from almost nothing and got excited 
over the smallest things like how thankful they were for a rusted bike. I 

enjoyed spreading the gospel to the kids and it was hard to leave them.” –
Walker Norman 

2021 Team Members: Scoville Crippen, Emmie Kiser, Andrew 
Hollowell, Jake Monroe, Josh Monroe, Walker Norman, 

Lainey Nowicki, and Taylor Madsen 

Church-wide fall retreat 

October 15-17, 2021 
 

“Great time with great people with a message that can’t be beat!” -Luke Pokrajac 
 

Now is the time to make your reservations for the Church Wide Fall Retreat. The total 
cost will be $100.00 per family.  We will be taking reservations with a $50.00 deposit due 

by September 1st with balance to be paid by October 10th.   
 

Walt Alexander will be our Speaker Saturday Morning for Adults.  
 

Don’t miss this opportunity to be back at Bonclarken together with your church family!   
Reach out to Nora Madsen or the church office to make your reservation.  



Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 
JULY REPORT 

In July a faithful group of volunteers served 

around 91 folks at Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen. 

They enjoyed a lunch of pasta Fagioli soup with 

crackers, chicken salad sandwiches, and 

assorted treats.  
 

Volunteers were: Carla Blumenfeld, Fran 

Hancock, Donna Kerber, Mary Long, Carmina 

Mateo, Linda Neely, Jack Snyder, & Maggie 

Strauss 

SOUP KITCHEN NEEDS 
Help stock the pantry at Dorothy Day. They are in 

need of the following items… 
 

CANNED: collard greens, great northern beans, 

pinto beans, black-eyed peas, new potatoes, 

carrots, milk, fruit, sweet  potatoes, and peas 
 

As well as: powdered milk, egg noodles, and    

hygiene products 
 

Bring items to the tote in the connector!  

NEXT SERVING OPPORTUNITY:  

Thursday, August 19th 
 

Even if you cannot be there for the entire time (9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.)  

you can still be a help to this wonderful ministry.  
 

Contact Susan Gardner to get involved: sgardner@comporium.net 

 

 

Everyone who participates will receive a complimentary 10x13 professional 
portrait and one printed directory. We need all church members to participate to 

help make this directory complete! 
Additional quality portraits will be offered at competitive prices.  

 

Click the link below to make an appointment. SIGN UP BY AUGUST 13! 
Contact the church office for assistance.  

https://www.appointmentquest.com/scheduler/2180060739.1?
schedule=firstarpchurch 

PHOTOGRAPHY DATES: August 19-22 

https://www.appointmentquest.com/scheduler/2180060739.1?schedule=firstarpchurch
https://www.appointmentquest.com/scheduler/2180060739.1?schedule=firstarpchurch


Women’s Ministries 
 

We’ve hosted 2/3 Tuesday mornings of fellowship over brunch, Bible discussion, and prayer. 
We have one more left!  

 

Join us in the Faith Meeting Room August 10 from 10:00-11:30 
Discussion topic: Belonging in and Sharing the Light  

[Genesis 1:3-5, Psalm 56:8-13; 119:105, Isaiah 9:1-8; 49:5-6; 60:1-3 & 19-20, Matthew 4; 5:14-16, John 1:1-5; 3:16-21; 
8:12; 17, Ephesians 5:6-10, 1 Peter 2:9-10, 1 John 2:7-11, Revelation 22:4-5] 

 

There will be a sign-up sheet on the table in the Connector  
(for brunch numbers)--but if you don’t get signed up, come anyway! 

 

If you’d like to help with “the vittles”, or have questions: contact Kathy Barron 
 

 

Fall Bible Studies  
 God of Deliverance: Exodus 1-10, 

an 8-week study by Jen Wilkin.  
Tuesdays at 10:00 starting Sept 7th 

and Thursdays at Noon starting 
Sept 9th.  

If ANYONE would like an evening 
study, please contact Kathy Barron.  

Circles  

Faith in the Face of Apostasy:  
The Gospel According to Elijah and 

Elisha,  
by Raymond B. Dillard--Cost $15.00 

 

Fall Kick-Off  
After more than a year of not meeting together please join us for our fall kick-off  

Saturday, August 21 at 10 a.m. 
You do not need to be a member of a Circle or participate in a Bible study to attend.  

Enjoy Brunch and a Plant Exchange  
We will provide the brunch YOU provide the plants (from your yard or store bought)  

Our time together will include...  
 Meeting the Women's Ministry Board  
 Presenting 2020 Woman of the Year  

 Signing up for Fall Bible Studies and Circles  
 Enjoying Food Fellowship and Fun  

Please call/text/email  Ginger Smith if you plan to attend   

A Little More About Circles  

Generally, our Circles of fellowship and study meet during the first week of the month. Groups and leaders are: 

Circle #1—Thursday evening in members’ homes—Ginger Catoe 
Circle #2—Thursday morning in Faith Meeting Room—Kathy Barron 

Circle #3—Monday evening at the church—Ashley Barron 

If you are interested in a Circle in the Fort Mill area, contact Ashley Scott 
Also: much of the business of our church-wide women’s ministries is accomplished through the circles—homebound 

ministry, college student support, support of denominational Women’s Ministries, and other activities and needs. 



Children’s summer events 
Oh what fun it’s been to celebrate Christmas in July!   
Join us for our final morning—Wednesday, August 4th  

Thank you to ALL of our amazing volunteers! 
 

Jeanie Alexander 
Kathy Barron 

Mary Karen Dyer 
Jody Fitzgerald 
Michele Harbin 
Lindsay Looper 

Terri Looper 
Lainey Nowicki 
Jon Oliphant 

Roe Roach 
Eli Robinson  

Nathan Robinson 
Beverly Simpson 

Brenda Stallworth 
Katie Beth Tinker 

Debbie Turner 
Cindy Wilkerson 



Spiritual Development Sunday School Class 
 The Spiritual Development SS Class 

has gradually increased attendance 

in SS. The group is studying Isaiah 

with excellent teachers, George 

Barron and Tom Simpson.  In 

addition to learning and sharing 

together, the group also has fun 

which was evidenced recently when 

26 members gathered at the lake 

home of Beth and Jeff Diers.  It’s 

obvious that members are ready for connection!  There is always room for 

those wishing to visit or join this lively group.  

125th Anniversary prints for sale 
The WM Board will be offering a limited number of 

prints in conjunction with the 125th Anniversary 
Celebration. 

 

Virginia McCallister, a resident artist, has been 
commissioned to do 5X7 signed, numbered prints of 

the front elevation of the sanctuary. 
 

Price will be $50 each for the prints.  
Please contact Nora Madsen to reserve your print—

only 125 will be available!  

August Bible Mastery; Exodus 
The Christian Education Comittee has selected Exodus  

for our August Bible mastery study.  
 

It seems appropriate, following over a year of ever-changing rules and policies in how 
to live life under the threat of COVID-19, to step back into God’s Word and see His deliverance of His chosen 

people from slavery and into a time and place where His rules reign supremely non-negotiable—For this is also 
the world from which Christians draw the source of our own deliverance through our Savior, Jesus Christ.  

 

Our discussion time will be held Wednesday, August 25th, in Robinson Hall. 



Singers for the acoustic service will have rehearsal...  

• 4 p.m. on the 1st & 3rd Thursday of each month in the Choir Room 

•  8:15 a.m. each Sunday in the Sanctuary 
 

Thursday rehearsal dates for August: 8/5 & 8/19 
 

Questions? Contact Orlando Jones 



If you have a member wedding or birth announcement  

you’d like published in the newsletter please call the church office at 327-2009 

or email us at newsletter@firstarp.org 

Member Birthdays 

2 
Aiken Golightly 
 
3 
Evan Gettys 
 
4 
Jane Southwell 
 
5 
Susan Barnette 
Melissa Lyon 
 
6 
Jeremy Dreier 
Mary Phillips Gettys 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

9 
Emmie Kiser 
Mabry Smith 
Ann Marie Williamson 
 
10 
Sylvia Rhodes 
 
12 
David Gault 
 
13 
Ryan Simpson 
 
 
 
 

14 
Miley Rhoad 
Mike Simpson 
Sally Anne Williamson  
 
16 
Ben Barkley 
 
18 
Kara Duggins 
 
19 
Barbara Roberts 
 
21 
Addison Sanders 
 
23 
Heather Robinson 
 
24 
Julie Harbin 
 
 
 

25 
Gracie Grant 
Donna Hanna 
 
26 
Jamey Dagenhart 
Mitch Sanders 
 
27 
David Stephenson 
 
28 
Chrissi Norman 
Jackson Emerson 
 
29 
John P. Gettys, Jr.  
 
30 
Luke Simpson 
 
31 
Marin Grant Killen 
 

Congratulations to… 
 
 
 
 

Mary Karen Meadows 
& 

Michael Hamilton Dyer 
who were united in marriage in our sanctuary on  

Saturday, July 17, 2021.  



August Calendar of Events 

Sunday 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship 
 

 

Just Joy  

every 4th 
Thursday 

6:30 p.m.  
 

Worship Service geared toward 
special needs friends and families, 
but all are welcome to come and 
participate! 
 
 

Preschool 

 
Weekdays, 9 
a.m.-12 p.m. 

 
2021-2022 School Year 

begins Wednesday, 
September 1st

 

Limited space available 
Contact Connie Kiser, Interim 
Director for more information 

preschooldirector@firstarp.org 
www.firstarp.org/preschool 

MONDAY, August 2 
• CE Meeting 

6:00 p.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, August 4 
• Christmas in July VBS 

10:00 a.m. 
 

THURSDAY, August 5 
• Barry Dagenhart Prayer Team                   

8:00 a.m., Robinson Hall 
• Breakfast Club for youth 

10:00 a.m. 
• Early Service Singers Rehearsal 

4:00 p.m., Choir Room 
 

MONDAY, August 9 
• Vision Team Prayer Group 

10:00 a.m. 
 

TUESDAY, August 10 
• Verses & Vittles 

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
• Diaconate 

6:30 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, August 12 
• Preschool Play Date 

10:00 a.m. 
• Youth Pool Party 

5:00 p.m. 
 
SATURDAY, August 14 
Men’s Bible Study 
7:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 

SUNDAY, August 15 
• Promotion Sunday for all children 

and youth,  10:00 a.m., Gymnasium 
 
MONDAY, August 16 
• Session 

7:00 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, August 19 
• Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen Volunteer 

Opportunity, 9:30 a.m-1:00 p.m.  
• Early Service Singers Rehearsal 

4:00 p.m., Choir Room 
 
SATURDAY, August 21 
• Women’s Ministries Fall Kick-Off Brunch 

10:00 a.m., Robinson Hall  
 
WEDNESDAY, August 25 
• Bible Mastery Discussion: Exodus 

7:00 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, August 26 
• Just Joy Worship                                      

6:30 p.m., Robinson Hall  
 
SUNDAY, August 29 
• 125th Anniversary Celebration 
 
WEDNESDAY, August 31 
• Preschool Open House—Meet the 

Teacher, 9:30 a.m. 

Mark Your Calendars 
Foundations for the Faith resumes       

Wednesday, September 8 

https://firstarp.org/preschool

