
First ARP Church of Rock Hill  

August 2019 

• Join for a fun day of swimming, 
boat rides, outdoor games,           
fellowship, and food!  

• The church will provide hamburgers, 
hot dogs, slaw, and drinks.           
Bring a dessert or side dish.  

• Don’t forget your chairs, picnic 
blankets, tents, etc. 

 

August 10 

Bowater Park  
(1673 Bowater Road) 

 

Fun begins at 4 p.m. 

Dinner is at 6 p.m. 

Back to School Bash 

Help Family Life Committee to plan the right amount of food:  

email Ginger Smith if you plan to attend— gwsmith1130@gmail.com 



Christian Sympathy  

is extended to the family of 

Jack Turner Lawrence, Sr. 

at his death  

on July 27, 2019 

 

Christian Sympathy  

is extended to the family of 

Norma Thornton White 

at her death  

on June 29, 2019 
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HARPs 
Summer Luncheon Recap 

The summer HARPs luncheon on July 9 was en-
joyed by 45 friends who dined on a  delicious 

summer menu of fresh local ingredients.  Boyd’s 
Farm corn can’t be beat this time of the year!  Dr. 

Jeff Sligh, Vice President of the Rock Hill  
Symphony Board gave us an overview of the 

newly-organized symphony, the new venue in the South Pointe 
High School auditorium, and the program for 2019-20.  Many 
thanks to all who worked together to provide an opportunity 

for members and friends to enjoy time together.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Upcoming Outing 

Thursday, August 29 
At our Spring HARPs Luncheon Sam 

McGregor, Jr., pastor at Allison Creek 
Presbyterian Church, presented a        

program about Common Ground, an   
historic cemetery for former enslaved 
and free African-Americans, which is  

located on their church property. A day 
trip is planned to Common Ground for       

Thursday, August 29.  
 

We will depart at 9:15 a.m. from the Shiland parking lot 
(behind Dunkin’ Donuts on Celanese Road.)  

We will browse the grounds and then have lunch at a  
restaurant in Newport.  

 
Please contact Jeanie Alexander 

(jeaniealex@icloud.com or 803.367.2146)  
if you are interested in attending.  

mailto:Alexander/jeaniealex@icloud.com
mailto:Alexander/jeaniealex@icloud.com


 

Pastor’s Message 
   Jon Oliphant, Associate Pastor 

 

First ARP Family, 

First of all, I want to say thank you for welcoming Aimee, Bo 

and I into this church family. It is a joy to be here at First ARP 

and minister alongside each of you all. We have enjoyed 

jumping in, getting to know folks, and having you all get to 

know us. Thank you for the love, support and encouragement 

you all have given us. You are such a joy!  

I also want to give you a family update so you know what is going on and how you can be praying 

for us. As most of you know, Bo was born three weeks early on July 17th. While he was small, 4lbs. 

15oz., he is healthy. Never once did he have to go to the NICU, and we were able to go home 

from the hospital two days after he was born. We praise God for this! He continues to grow and is 

doing really well. Aimee is doing well too. While we are not getting a lot of sleep (if you have/have 

had children you understand), we are learning to sleep when he sleeps. Aimee is an incredible 

mom and I am thankful she is able to stay home with Bo. We appreciate your continued prayers for 

our family in this joyous, yet tiring season.  

Things on the housing end have been a little stressful. We were supposed to close on our house in 

Gastonia and a house here in Rock Hill on July 18th. That got delayed until July 24th, but the sale of 

our house fell through at the last minute. We put our house back on the market and, by God’s 

grace, went back under contract in a couple days. We thank the Lord for providing another buyer 

and pray this deal goes through. We are still working on housing here in Rock Hill. The search has 

been up and down, but that is okay. We appreciate your prayers on this front.  

Through all of these big life changes, we cling to the fact that God is good and is in control. In 

Isaiah 55:8-9 the Lord says, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 

declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 

ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” We cling to this truth and trust that God is at work in 

and through these times.  

It is important for all of us to remember that God cares about our heart as much as he cares our 

circumstances. When things do not go the way we hope, we are called to trust Him. His will may 

not be to change our circumstances but rather change us through them. This season has been an 

opportunity for me to practice what I preach. If you were at church on July 14th, you might 

remember the sermon on Genesis 22 entitled “Trust and Obey.” I genuinely believe I was preaching 

to myself as much as anyone else. The Lord has brought those words back to me time and time 

again the last several weeks. May we all trust God and obey him no matter what happens.  

Thank you for your continued prayers for our family. We love you all and are so thankful the Lord 

has brought us to First ARP. You all are spurring us on to love and good deeds (Heb. 10:24) and we 

pray that we do the same for you.  

 

Love in Christ,  

Pastor Jon  



Summer MIssions 
A report on the Appalachia Mission Trip from Summer Intern, Roddey Smith 

This year we teamed up with First Lancaster once again 
for our Appalachia mission trip. We had a great week 
full of fun, fellowship, and service while hosting a VBS at 
Morgan Memorial United Methodist Church In Rose Hill, 
VA. Throughout the week our two churches were able 
to come together and work as a team to serve the 
Lord. This year we stayed at Camp Jubilee in New  
Tazewell, TN. We were blessed to have the opportunity 
to attend worship at Morgan Memorial Sunday morning 
and that afternoon we set out and began canvassing 
the surrounding area. Unfortunately, we had to end 
canvassing early due to the weather however we were 
able to resume Monday afternoon. The VBS ran from 
9am until 12pm, and consisted of an opening and  
closing session where we sang camp songs, had  
recreation, crafts, snack and Bible, where we taught 
from the evangelical curriculum entitled Jesus my Savior 
and Friend.   

 

Our team this year consisted of:  

Taylor Madsen, Ann Sanders Kiser, Lainey Nowicki, Mabry Smith, Lisa Smith, and myself.   

A report on the Spain Mission Trip from Michele Harbin 
What a blessing to serve alongside Ruth and Juan Carlos 
Bonilla and their precious girls, Esther Catherine and Sarah 
Pressly! The Spain Mission team had a wonderful time with the 
20 children of Las Tablas who attended our English Camp 
where our theme was Christmas Around the World. There 
were some familiar faces from our 2017 visit and many new 
faces! The children and their parents pleaded with us to stay 
another week and we so wish we could have; the time flies 
by so quickly on these trips!  
 

The Bonillas are amazing hosts and they made sure we were 
immersed in some of the history and beauty of Spain. We  
visited the beautiful city of Toledo, a castle in Manzaneres, 
and Don Quixote’s windmills!  
 

Of course we also got to hear firsthand about 
their mission trip to Rwanda along with their 
intern, Lindsay Looper and the Neely’s Creek 
ARP’s team.  
 

We look forward to sharing more of our  
mission trip with you on Rally Day, August 
25th.  
 

Our team this year consisted of:  

Mary Margaret & Trip Donahue, Greg & 
Michele Harbin, Anne & Connie Kiser,  
Lindsay Looper, and Kay McKinney  



Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 

ESL Basic Training 
For new ESL teachers and volunteers! 

Friday, August 16 (6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.) 

Saturday, August 17 (8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.) 
 

Serve Christ in a ministry that shares the love of God with internationals who do not speak English. 

Get started by attending this English as a Second Language Basic Training workshop in August. 

 

Certified teachers: Dorothy and Ron Whitmire 
 

Registration fee: $40 (includes workshop manual, 

handouts, Saturday lunch and snacks) 

 

Contact: Life Builders (803-579-1511 or  

lifebuildersesl@gmail.com) 

JULY REPORT 
In July a faithful group of volunteers served 

around 50 folks at Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen. 

They enjoyed a lunch of ham & bean soup, 

sandwiches, tossed salad, dessert, and tea.  

 

Volunteers were: Debbie Boston, Wayne &    

Susan Gardner, Fran Hancock, Rick London, 

and Brad & Donna Ziegler 

 

SOUP KITCHEN NEEDS 
Help stock the pantry at Dorothy Day. They are in 

need of the following items… 
 

CANNED: collard greens, great northern beans, 

pinto beans, black-eyed peas, new potatoes, 

carrots, milk, fruit, sweet  potatoes, and peas 
 

As well as: powdered milk, egg noodles, and    

hygiene products 
 

Bring items to the tote in the connector!  

NEXT SERVING OPPORTUNITY:  

Thursday, August 15th 
 

Even if you cannot be there for the entire time (9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.)  

you can still be a help to this wonderful ministry.  
 

Contact Susan Gardner to get involved: sgardner@comporium.net 

Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen Benefit Golf Tournament 

Monday, August 26th @ the Rock Hill Country Club 

10:00 a.m. 
 

Join for the first-ever Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen fundraiser. Cost for the Captains 

Choice tournament is $400 per foursome and includes cart, food, beverages and 

prizes. Raffle tickets and mulligans available. A special tribute will be made to the 

late Brother David Boone, soup kitchen founder.  
 

Register online at www.eventbrite.com/o/dorothy-day-soup-kitchen-20209462860 

or call 704-615-7315. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/dorothy-day-soup-kitchen-benefit-golf-tournament-tickets-61657517294


Disciples & Warriors II 
Sundays from 4:30 p.m.-6:00 p.m. in the Faith Room  

September 8-November 3 
 

Disciples and Warriors training class for men will again be offered this 

Fall.  There are 9 classes beginning Sunday, September 8th running thru 

Sunday, November 3rd.  No charge and notebooks will be issued if you 

sign up in advance. Looking for 10-15 courageous men, especially 

those with children at home. Syllabus will be sent out to men as they 

register. This is a real priority commitment for the men of First ARP.  

 

Sign up now with Mike Ridge at mandtridge@hotmail.com   

 

Please pray about your participation  

as we look forward to the fellowship and training together.  

A Special Thank You 
By: Luke Grigsby,  

Director of Youth Ministries  
 

 

We are so blessed to have had  

Roddey Smith as our summer  

ministry intern.  Roddey served 

our students, families and church 

as a whole in many areas:  

chaperoning for trips, leading  

Bible Studies, hosting Breakfast 

Clubs, teaching Sunday School 

and planning other various 

Youth outings. It's been a  

privilege to see him personally 

grow over the summer and serve 

the LORD faithfully by serving the 

LORD's Church. Roddey's last 

day was Sunday, July 28th,  

however he will be around 

through the second week of  

August so please let him know 

how much we appreciate his 

ministry and how we've  

enjoyed having him as our  

intern.    

mailto:mandtridge@hotmail.com


 

Music Conference 
at Bonclarken Conference Center  

 Camp Joy 
at Bonclarken Conference Center  



Women’s Ministries 
 

• BBQ Sale: Saturday, August 24th Women's Ministries will be selling 

BBQ by the pound or whole Boston Butts. Pick up will be from 4 p.m.-6 p.m. Please 
contact Ginger Smith (or any WM Board Member) to place your  order— 

gwsmith1130@gmail.com or 803-517-6276. $10/pound or $40/butt. Tell your friends, 
family, and neighbors and stock up your freezer too! Proceeds support Women’s  

Ministries.  
 

• Casserole Preview Night: Wednesday, October 9th The       

Women’s Ministries Casserole Sale is BACK! Preview all of the different casseroles 
at Foundations for the Faith and PRE-ORDER for Thanksgiving!  

 

• Casserole Sale: Sunday, November 24th Pre-ordered casseroles will 

be available for pick-up after church.  

Church-Wide Event 
‘Hope Out Loud’ 
Wednesday, August 28 

5:30 p.m. 
 

The congregation is invited to hear a special presentation from the Barrick Family of Lynchburg, 
VA. Over ten years ago, their lives were dramatically changed when a drunk driver struck their  

family van head on, nearly killing them all. God is using their story to change thousands of lives with 
a message of faith, hope and forgiveness.  Their ministry, Hope Out Loud, provides hope to hurting 

and broken people all over the world and transforms lives through the power of the Gospel.   
 

Dinner will be served at 5:30 p.m. followed by their program at 6:30 p.m.   
A love offering will be received to help with the family’s expenses.  

To learn more about the Barricks, visit their website, Hopeoutloud.com 

 
Host Week 
September 15-22 

 

Our Family Promise guests will return in September and there are SO MANY ways to be  

involved— from set-up and guest welcoming guests to staying overnight! Be on the lookout 

for the Family Promise volunteer whiteboard in the connector. 
 

• For more info about Family Promise of York County visit: https://familypromiseyc.org/  

• For more information about how you can help Family Promise @ First ARP contact:          

Eric Madsen (epmadsen@comporium.net, 803-207-1837)                                                       

or Nora Madsen (madsenhouse@comporium.net, 803-322-0254) 

mailto:gwsmith1130@gmail.com
http://www.hopeoutloud.com/
https://familypromiseyc.org/


All American athletes 
September 8-October 16 

Sundays 3-4 p.m. 

Tirzah ARP Church (6161 Mt. Gallant Road) 
 

Our fall season of All American Athletes will be held September 8 - October 6 

at Tirzah ARP Church. Volunteer sign-ups can be found on the church  

website— click on the All American Athletes icon on the right to be redirected to that page.  
 

Please clear your calendar and be on the lookout for an email from Jamey Dagenhart.   

Thanks for your support of All American Athletes. 

Rally Day 
Celebrating a new year in Christian Education 

Sunday, August 25 
10:00 a.m. 

 

Rally Day, the Sunday after school begins, is the official ‘promotion’  

Sunday for children and youth Sunday School classes. Historically, it is 

time to ‘rally’ all ages to Sunday School, especially those not currently 

active in a class. All ages will meet in Robinson Hall at 10:00 a.m. to  

recognize our teachers and volunteers, hear from the Spain Mission 

Team, and recommit ourselves to learning and growing together.  

Palmer Home Mission Trip 
October 23-27, 2019 

 

 

Plans are being made for our third Mission Trip to Palmer Home for Children this fall. Margaret and 

George Coxhead’s grandchildren were part of our church family for several years prior to moving to 

Palmer Home for Children in 2016.  A team will be traveling to Hernando, Mississippi where Mary  

Margaret, Ann Grace and Trip Donahue are now living. Sarah, the oldest of our “Fab Four” is living and 

working in Belmont, Mississippi after graduating from Northeast Mississippi Community College. Mary  

Margaret will enter Northwest Mississippi Community College in Senatobia this fall. 
 

These 4 young people hold a special place in the hearts of our church family. The exact details of the trip 

and the service we will be providing are not finalized at this point. Short-Term Mission trips allow you to 

use your God-given gifts as you plant seeds and share the love of Christ wherever God calls you to serve.  

Is God calling you to be a part of this team?  
 

Please prayerfully consider joining the team.  
Contact Margaret or George Coxhead, or Jeanie Alexander if you are interested.  

• coxhead_george@nlgroupmail.com // 704-807-3321 

• coxheadmargaret1951@gmail.com // 704-941-7836 

• jeaniealex@icloud.com // 803-367-2146 

https://www.firstarp.org/just-joy/all-american-athletes


Celebrating New Life… 
 

Congratulations to  

Jon & Aimee Oliphant 
on the birth of their son 

Bo Andrew 
July 17, 2019 

 

Member Birthdays 
2 

Aiken Golightly 

 

3 

Evan Gettys 

 

4 

Eleanor Herlong 

 

5 

Susan Barnette 

Caroline Tuttle Comer 

Melissa Lyon 

 

6 

Jeremy Dreier 

Mary Phillips Gettys 

 

9 

Emmie Kiser 

Mabry Smith 

Ann Marie Williamson 

 

 

10 

Sylvia Rhodes 

12 

David Gault 

 

13 

Ryan Simpson 

 

14 

Sarah Todd Low 

Miley Rhoad 

Mike Simpson 

Sally Anne Williamson  

 

16 

Ben Barkley 

 

18 

Kara Duggins 

 

19 

Barbara Roberts 

 

 

21 

Addison Sanders 

 

23 

Heather Robinson 

 

24 

Julie Harbin 

 

25 

Gracie Grant 

Donna Hanna 

 

26 

Jamey Dagenhart 

Mitch Sanders 

 

27 

Cranford Morgan 

David Stephenson 

 

 

 

 

28 

Chrissi Norman 

 

29 

John P. Gettys, Jr.  

 

31 

Marin Grant 

 



August Calendar of Events 

Sunday 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship 
 

Communion @ both  
services on August 4th  

 

Wednesday 
Foundations for the Faith 

5:30 p.m. Meal in Robinson Hall 

6:15 p.m. Children’s Choir &       

                          Youth Activities 
6:30 p.m. Adult Study 

7:15 p.m. Adult Choir Practice 

*resumes September 4th* 
 

Just Joy  

every 4th Thursday 

6:30 p.m. Worship Service 

geared toward special needs friends 
and families, but all are welcome to 
come and participate! 
 

Preschool 

Monday-Friday 
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
For more info on enrollment:  
• Visit: https://www.firstarp.org/preschool  
• Email: preschooldirector@firstarp.org 
• Call: 803-327-2009 

 
 

THURSDAY, August 1 
• Barry Dagenhart Prayer Team                   

8:00 a.m., Robinson Hall  
 
August 5-9 
• Preschool Camp:                          

America’s Got Talent Week  
 

TUESDAY, August 6 
• Breakfast Club                                   

10:00 a.m. @ the Grigsby home 
 

SATURDAY, August 10 
• Back to School Bash @ Bowater Park     

4:00 p.m. fun begins, 6:00 p.m. dinner 
 

MONDAY, August 12 
• Jeanie Alexander Vision Team Prayer 

Meeting, 10:00 a.m. @ Jeanie’s home 
 

August 12-16 
• Preschool Camp:                                 

Land Before Time Week  
 
TUESDAY, August 13 
• Breakfast Club                                   

10:00 a.m. @ the Grigsby home 
• Diaconate                                                 

6:30 p.m. 
 

THURSDAY, August 15 
• Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen Volunteer 

Opportunity, 9:30 a.m-1:00 p.m.  
 
August 19-23 
• Preschool Camp:                           

Cooking Service Project  Week  
 
MONDAY, August 19 
• Session                                                       

7:00 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, August 22 
• Just Joy Worship                                      

6:30 p.m., Robinson Hall  
 

SATURDAY, August 24 
• Women’s Ministries BBQ Sale                                

Pick-up from 4:00-6:00 p.m. 
 

SUNDAY, August 25 
• Rally Day                                              

10:00 a.m. in Robinson Hall 
 
WEDNESDAY, August 28 
• ‘Hope Out Loud’ Event                        

5:30 p.m. dinner followed by speaker 
 
THURSDAY, August 29 
• HARPs Outing to ‘Common Ground’                                              

9:15 a.m. meet at Shiland parking lot   

Mark Your Calendars 
• Foundations for the Faith resumes September 4— 

kicks off with an ‘Opportunity Night’ in Robinson 

Hall.  

• Church-Wide Retreat, October 18-20— at 

Bonclarken with special speaker Brad Anderson. 

Sign-ups will begin on Wednesday, September 4th. 

Cost is $100 per room, $50 if staying off-campus. 

Activities such as the climbing wall, zipline, etc. are 

an additional cost.  

• 5th Sunday Single Worship Service, September 29— 

with the annual Kirking O’ the Tartans 

https://www.firstarp.org/preschool

