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Pastor’s discretionary fund: 

utility assistance update 
 

This winter the church office met with 34 city of Rock 
Hill residents for utility assistance. The church offers 

assistance, by appointment, to folks in our community 
with past-due balances on their electric or natural gas 
bill who are scheduled for disconnection. This financial 
assistance is funded through the Pastor's Discretionary 

Fund in our General Budget as well as special gifts made 
specifically to the Pastor's Discretionary Fund.  

 

In addition to helping with utility bills, we are able to 
talk with clients and often refer them to other agencies 

in town to help with their specific needs. Common 
agencies we refer them to are Pathways, Palmetto 

Women's Center, the York County Free Clinic, Project 
HOPE, Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen, and Manna House 

Food Pantry. Most importantly, we are able to share the 
love of Christ with each person who visits and end each 
appointment with a time of prayer. Thank you for your 

generous giving that has made our utility assistance 
program possible this year.   

Ladies book club 

Thursday, April 15 - 7:00 p.m. at the church 
 

This month we are reading  
Little Fires Everywhere  

by: Celeste Ng 
 
 

Contact Connie Kiser for 
more information! 



Pastor’s 

Message 
   Barry Dagenhart, Senior Pastor 

 

 

In Psalm 100, we find these time-honored words:  “Enter His 
gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise!  Give 
thanks to Him, bless His name!  For the Lord is good; His 
steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all 
generations.”  (Psalm 100: 4-5 ESV) 

   As we have passed through our 125th year as a congregation (we were officially organized 
November 19, 1895), we have tried to highlight the faithfulness of God unto us, and all the 
generations who have worshipped in this place.  I have mentioned that in sermons several times, 
and we listed an extra line on the cover of our address directory:  “Celebrating 125 years of God’s 
faithfulness.”  The Session had set a date for a celebration and had appointed a special committee to 
oversee the details of that special day, and then the Pandemic hit. 

     However, neither the Session nor I have forgotten this special anniversary in the life of our 
congregation, and you need to know that the Session has again scheduled a date – Sunday August 
29, 2021 – as the day when we will celebrate 125 years of God’s faithfulness to us and 125 years of 
service in this community which He has empowered us to accomplish by the power of His Spirit. 

   By the end of August, South Carolina will have had five months when adults 16 years and older 
could have received vaccinations for Covid.  So, at this point in time, I am pretty confident that this 
special service will take place, Lord willing, and I hope you and your family will be there.  As was 
planned last year, the Reverend Richard C. Lewis, Jr., the pastor of the Pisgah ARP Church in 
Gastonia, NC will be our guest speaker for the day. 

   Rick grew up in this church, attended both Erskine College and Erskine Seminary, graduating from 
the Seminary in May of 1982.  Rick is looking forward to being here and helping the church of his 
youth celebrate this occasion.  We also want this to serve as our Homecoming service.  We were 
supposed to have that in 2020 as well (we celebrate Homecoming every five years – the last one 
being in 2015), and it was not able to happen.  So, this special day will be an anniversary celebration 
and Homecoming all rolled into one.  There will only be one service that day and it will be at 10:00 
a.m. with a meal to follow. 

   I hope you will mark this day on your calendar and plan to be here.  Deuteronomy 32:7 tells us to:  
“Remember the days of old, consider the years of many generations…”  And Asaph affirms that 
attitude, when he says:  “I will call to mind the deeds of the Lord…I will meditate on all your work…
What god is great like our God?”  (Ps. 77).  August 29 will give us the opportunity to do just that! 

 

-Barry 
       



PRESCHOOL NEWS  

Spring has sprung at First ARP Preschool and we are enjoying the 
sunshine, warmer days and learning about Spring. What a 

beautiful reminder of God's love for us in Christ, and how He 
makes all things new! 

 
 

We are excited to announce that 
registration is OPEN for the Fall 

2021. Please share with your friends and 
family who might be looking for Christ-

centered early childhood learning! 
For more info, visit:  

https://firstarp.org/preschool 

Opportunities to Serve 

Even though the virus is still very 
much present, as more and more 
of us are vaccinated, we are able 
to be safely together more and 

more -- praise Jesus!!! It has 
been a long and hard year for 
our church, but God has been 

faithful in so many ways. Even in the midst of a pandemic, we 
have had a "baby boom" and more of our families are coming 
to worship. In addition, our weekday Preschool continues to 
grow, and is loving and serving children and families in our 
community. Volunteers are needed to assist in both these 
ministries. If you are comfortable being around children, I 

hope you will consider offering an hour or two. It can be any 
day and time that is convenient for you on a weekday or 

Sunday morning. Contact Connie Kiser for more information 
or if you are willing to help.  



Bible mastery: 
Our Bible Mastery focus for April is Psalm 119. With a section for each letter of the Hebrew alphabet, 

this psalm has a unique structure but because of it's length, it's a passage that many of us rarely read or 
study as a whole. However, our Psalter has 23 songs that are based on this psalm. Charles Spurgeon 

wrote a book of sermons on Psalm 119 entitled "The  Golden Alphabet". 
 

 

High School Retreat  
 

A group of students led by Roddey 
Smith & Taylor Madsen attended the 

High School Retreat at Bonclarken  
March 5-7. The retreat speaker was 

Dean Franklin from Shiloh ARP.  

Monthly Bible Mastery Discussion: Wednesday, April 28 at 7:00 p.m. 

Horizon and Quest are Back! 
 

Horizon and Quest are returning this summer in a modified form!  
Much like the fall and spring retreats, things will be modified  

to ensure safety and social distancing can be achieved.  
 

Quest: June 14-19 
Horizon: June 21-26 

 

 While our public schools aren't finished until later this year, we are trying to gauge interest for both 
weeks. If you are planning on your child attending, please let Roddey Smith (rsmith@firstarp.org) know. 
We are still working out the details, but more information will follow in the coming weeks and mail-out 

packets will be going out soon.  



Easter celebration: March 27, 2021 

ERSKINE UPDATE  

Below are some updates and prayer requests from the campus of Erskine College and 
Theological Seminary. To read more, please visit Erskine’s website (www.erskine.edu) 

or Facebook page (www.facebook.com/erskinecollege).  
 

Newsworthy:  
• It is with a heavy heart that we mark the passing of President Emeritus Dr. Randall T. Ruble on February 22, 2021. 

Dr. Ruble was the 14th president of Erskine and served as a professor of Old Testament and Hebrew for 45 years 
and as seminary vice president and dean from 1976 to 1997.   

• The Board of Trustees of Erskine College and Theological Seminary has announced that Erskine President Dr. 
Robert E. Gustafson has decided to complete his tenure at the end of this fiscal year, June 30, 2021. The board has 
formed a presidential search committee.  

• The Erskine Conversations podcast is preparing to launch its second season. Be sure to catch up on conversations 
from the podcast’s first season, which featured interviews with Erskine faculty, staff, alumni, and students.  

• Deacons and elders, consider taking or auditing courses via Erskine Online this summer or fall! We also offer the 
Master of Arts in Theological Studies (MATS) and the Master of Divinity (M.Div.) degrees fully online.   

  

Prayer List:  
• Pray for our students’ strength and perseverance throughout the Spring semester.   
• Be in prayer for Erskine’s Board of Trustees as they begin the process of seeking a new president to follow Dr. 

Robert Gustafson.  
• Continue to pray for God’s presence at Erskine. Pray for faculty and staff as they maintain COVID-19 protocols in 

the classroom and around campus.  

http://www.erskine.edu/
http://www.facebook.com/erskinecollege




Baptism 
 

Graham Joseph Dagenhart 
son of  

Jamey & Tiffany Dagenhart 
received the  

Sacrament of Baptism 
on March 21, 2021 

at the 9 o’clock service 

Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 
 

91 guests came out on a rainy March 18th to be served a hot meal of baked chicken, pinto beans, chef 
salad, rolls, and a cookie. Our marvelous volunteers for the month were: 

 
Maggie Strauss 

Donna & Brad Ziegler 
Carla Blumenfeld 
Carmina Mateo 
Susan Gardner 

A group from First ARP faithfully serves 
the third Thursday of each month at 
Dorothy Day. It is a rewarding and 

fellowship-filled time of service. 
 

Contact Susan Gardner to volunteer! 

Easter Special Offering 
“A long standing tradition of ARP’s showing their care and concern through giving.” 

 
Sunday, April 4 in your bulletin you will find an envelope and pamphlet about the  

2021 Synod Easter Offering.  This offering is used to support: 
• ARP Foundation 

• Bonclarken 
• Christian Education Ministries (CEM) 

• Erskine College  
 

If you cannot give in person, you can send your gift to:  
Board of Stewardship/Thanks Offering 

ARP Center 
918 S. Pleasantburg Dr. Suite 127 

Greenville, SC 29607 
 

Or give online by visiting:  
https://abundant.co/generalsynodarpchurc/easter 



 

New member spotlight 
 
 

JACKSON & EMILY EMERSON 
Jackson is from Rock Hill and grew up going to OAPC. He went to school at 
Clemson and now works in construction. He enjoys outdoor activities like 

hunting and fishing as well as watching sports. Emily grew up in Pawleys Island, 
SC where she was a member of Precious Blood of Christ Catholic Church. She 

received a BS from the College of Charleston and masters degree from the 
University of St. Augustine for Health Sciences in St. Augustine Florida. She 

works as a pediatric occupational therapist and works with a variety of children 
with varying abilities. Emily enjoys the beach, community involvement and 

spending time with her family.  The Emersons are looking forward to welcoming 
their first child in August.  

 
 

RAYE TEMPLETON 
Raye Templeton was born and raised in Rock Hill, SC. She graduated from 

Clemson University in May 2017 with a degree in Graphic Communications and 
stayed in the Clemson area for three years, working as a Graphic Designer for 

Tigertown Graphics. Raye moved back to Rock Hill permanently in June 2020 and 
started a new job in July with Unique Loom in Fort Mill, SC as an e-commerce 

Graphic Designer. Her parents, Tim and Nancy Templeton along with her sister 
and brother-in-law, Emma and Alex Wilson, joined First ARP a couple years ago 
and she followed in their footsteps upon her return to Rock Hill. In Raye’s free 

time she loves to do hand-lettering, calligraphy, and spend time with her 
nephew, Henry.   

New member reception 

Sunday, April 25 at 10:15 a.m.  
Robinson Hall  

 

Join us to welcome the new members that have  
been received into the church in the last year!  

 
*Breakfast will be provided by Women’s Ministries* 

Flowering of the Cross &  

children’s Butterfly release 

 
Children that received a caterpillar to take home, to watch it grow and change, 

should bring it to church Easter morning.   
Following the 9:00 service, the congregation will gather on the front lawn to 

decorate the cross with flowers; afterwards, the children release their 
butterflies (weather permitting.)  



 

Christian Sympathy is Extended to 
 

George & Margaret Coxhead 
at the death of his mother 

Anne Betts Coxhead 
on March 6, 2021 

Member Birthdays 
1 
Buddy Brault 
Griffin Golightly 
  
2 
Max Smith 
Olivia Lawrence 
 
3 
Jack Gettys 
Shaw Catoe 
Gillen Velkovich 
 
4 
Kathleen Barkley 
Maddox Coleman 
 
5 
Shelley Harper 
Max Johnson 
Mary Landstreet 
 
6 
Eloise Cornwell 
Ross Dillingham 
Cole McKinney 
 
7 
Shannon Golightly 
Katie Lesslie 
 

8 
Mary Robinson 
Judy Simpson 
 
9 
Susan Heinsohn 
 
10 
Vander Stallworth 
Jim Townsend 
 
11 
Clark Caldwell 
 
12 
Ann Grace Donahue 
 
13 
Scott Allan 
Emily Emerson 
Donny Neely 
 
14 
Taylor Helms Baker 
Ann Correll 
Korbin Stallworth 
 
15 
Chip Fischesser 
Caroline Logan Pope 
Nathan Robinson 

16 
Sam Allan 
Emma Tuttle 
 
17 
Ginger Catoe 
Earle Turner 
 
18 
Joel Whitesides 
 
19  
Carolyn Hallman 
 
20 
Zil Ledbetter 
 
21  
Jack Roddey 
 
22 
Mike Heintz 
Angela Leighton 
 
24 
Bobbie Aycock 
Anne Sanders Kiser 
Benjamin Wilkerson 
 
 
 

25 
Morgan Boone 
Piper Grant 
Patrick Williamson 
 
26 
Walker Norman 
 
28 
Vic Dillingham 
Mary Harper 
Michael Haverlock 
 
29 
Miller Leach 
 
30 
Debra Ferguson 
Lindsay Looper 
 
 

The family of 

Herbert Roberts 
at his death on March 10, 2021 



April Calendar of Events 
Sunday 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship 

10:00 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship 

 

Wednesday 
*Foundations for the Faith 

7:00 p.m. Bible Study for 
all ages 
 

Just Joy  

every 4th Thursday 

6:30 p.m. Worship Service 

geared toward special needs friends 
and families, but all are welcome to 
come and participate! 
 

Preschool 

Monday-Friday 
9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.  
Contact Connie Kiser for more 
info on enrollment:  
803-327-2009  or 
preschooldirector@firstarp.org 
 
 

THURSDAY, April 1 
• Maundy Thursday; Tenebrae Service 

7:00 p.m. 
 
SUNDAY, April 4 
• Easter 

9 & 11 Worship Services 
 
MONDAY, April 5 
• Church office closed 
• Circle No. 3 

6:00 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, April 6 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
 
THURSDAY, April 8 
• Barry Dagenhart Prayer Team 

8:30 a.m. 
• Circle No. 2                                                 

10:00 a.m. 
 
SATURDAY, April 10 
• Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 a.m., Robinson Hall 
 
SUNDAY, April 11 
• D-Groups for Youth 

3:30 p.m. 
 
MONDAY, April 12 
• Jeanie Alexander Vision Team Prayer 

Group 
10:00 a.m. 

 
TUESDAY, April 13 
• Diaconate 

6:30 p.m. 
 
WEDNESDAY, April 14 
• Foundations for the Faith 

7:00 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, April 15 
• Ladies Book Club 

7:00 p.m. 

MONDAY, April 19 
• Session                                                    

7:00 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, April 20 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study                                          

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
 
WEDNESDAY, April 21 
• Foundations for the Faith 

7:00 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, April 22 
• Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen                  

9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study      

12:00 p.m., Faith Room 
• Just Joy 

6:30 p.m., Robinson Hall 
 
SUNDAY, April  25 
• New Member Reception 

10:15 a.m. 
• D-Groups for Youth 

3:30 p.m. 
 
TUESDAY, April 27 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study                             

10:00 a.m., Faith Room 
 
WEDNESDAY, April 28 
• Bible Mastery Discussion 

7:00 p.m. 
 
THURSDAY, April 29 
• Women’s Ministries Bible Study      

12:00 p.m., Faith Room 
 

2021 Bonclarken events/dates: 

 SYNOD | June 8-10 
 Music Conference | July 11-16 
 Family Bible Conference | July 26-29 


