
First ARP Church of Rock Hill  

April 2020 Edition 

On Saturday, February 29  
seventy people  

(from twenty-eight families) 
joined to watch the  

Winthrop Eagles play!  
 
 

Winthrop defeated High Point 
(84-76) and a wonderful  

time was had by all! 
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Christian Sympathy is extended to: 
 

Rita Whitesides 
at the death of her step-father 

Albert Louie Winter, Jr.  
on March 6, 2020 

 
Charles Strickland 

at the death of his father 
Samuel G. Strickland 

on March 11, 2020 
 

Jim Phillips 
at the death of his sister 

Lyn Phillips 
on March 13, 2020 

 
Marsha Vogel 

at the death of her brother 
Robby Patterson 

on March 16, 2020 
 

Earle Turner &  
Elizabeth Manus 

at the death of their sister  
and grandmother 

Grace Sanders Cash 
on March 16, 2020 

 
Eleanor Herlong 

at the death of her son 
Dr. James Rene’ Herlong 

on March 25, 2020 

Good Friday Call to Prayer & Fasting 
From ARP Moderator, Leslie Holmes 

 

     The whole world is in the throes of a coronavirus pandemic. In such 
desperate times, the people of God should humble themselves and pray to 
almighty God for His grace, mercy, and love to heal us, restore us, and  
relieve us from this crushing burden of disease. 
     The Presbyterian Church in America (PCA), the Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church (EPC) the Anglican Church of North America (ACNA), and the  
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church will for the first time unite as one 
to pray for God's mercy and healing. 
     The Call: For all believers in Christ in the ARP to join brothers and  
sisters in the PCA, EPC, and ACNA to set aside Good Friday, April 10, as a 
day of prayer and fasting to cry out for God's help against the COVID-19 
virus in addition to a day of worship. 
     The goal is for all 585,000 or so members of these four churches to have 
the opportunity to join hearts and voices and participate together. Other 
denominations are aware of the planning for this event and have asked to 
be invited. Among these are the National Association of Evangelicals and 
ECO. Should these groups participate, we could have millions of Christians 
joining their hearts in prayer.  

Here are links to three resources: 
 

A Guide to Prayer and Fasting 
www.epc.org/files/goodfridayprayerfastingguide 
 

Suggested Prayers 
www.epc.org/files/goodfridaysuggestedprayers 
 

Prayer from the Book of Common Prayer 
www.epc.org/files/goodfridaybookofcommonprayer  

http://www.epc.org/files/goodfridayprayerfastingguide
http://www.epc.org/files/goodfridaysuggestedprayers
http://www.epc.org/files/goodfridaybookofcommonprayer


Pastor’s Message 
   Jon Oliphant, Associate Pastor 

 

 
 These are certainly strange and challenging times for all of us. Social 
distancing is not easy for any of us, especially when it means we have to stay 
away from our church family for an extended time. Not gathering together in 
person for corporate worship, Wednesday dinners and Bible Study, and for 
other activities is very difficult. However, we want to do what is best for all of 

us so that we are all both physically and spiritually healthy. Remember the words of James - “Count it all joy, my 
brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 
And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing (James 1:2-4).” 

As you may have seen in another part of the newsletter, or heard from someone else, we are going to have an Easter 
Sunrise Service. This will be at 8am at the Lesslie’s property (see the directory or call the church office for more info). 
This will be a short but meaningful service and a chance to be together in a sense. We will practice social distancing 
so bring your lawn chairs and spread out. If you are high risk or showing signs of sickness, we encourage you to stay 
home. This will not replace our regular morning service, which will be recorded and sent out. If you are not 
comfortable coming, please do not feel any pressure.  

We are also encouraging families to flower the cross as you have time. You can come by the church as a family and 
put flowers on the cross (like we normally would between services on Easter). It would be wonderful if we spread 
this out and the cross could have flowers for several weeks. This would be a wonderful testimony to those in the 
community who drive by the church.  

In case you have not seen or heard, one of the ways we are continuing to “gather together” is through prerecorded 
worship services. Each week we record the service and then upload it to Youtube. We encourage you to watch the 
service at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday morning so that we can “worship together” even from different places. I hope you 
have been able to take advantage of this opportunity. While it is not ideal, and it should wet our appetite to be able 
to worship together in person, it is a helpful tool in this time. If you cannot figure out the online services, or have any 
questions, please contact the church office.  

If you do not have internet or a computer/smart phone, there are other options. We are still making DVDs of the 
service, so if you would like one mailed to your house, please let us know. Also, if you do not have a  way to watch 
the service, we can mail you a hardcopy of the sermon so you can read that. Please let us know if you would like this.  

Another resource during this time is the daily devotional. Several of us have been writing these. Please feel free to 
share them with others. If you haven’t gotten them electronically and would like a hard copy, please let the church 
staff know.  

It is difficult not meeting together regularly. Know that the pastors and staff miss you all, and we long to be together 
again. We are praying for you regularly and trust the Lord will use this time for spiritual growth in all of us.  

If you are struggling with fear/worry/anxiety, or just need someone to talk to, feel free to call me. Cling to Jesus’ 
words in John 16:33 - “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have 
tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”  

 

In Christ,  

Pastor Jon 

       



News from Committees  
of the Session & Diaconate 

 
Much of our church's work is carried out through our Session and Diaconate committees. Over this year, we will be 
using the newsletter to help you become more familiar with the work of these committees. We encourage you to  

contact these committees to learn more when you have questions about their activities. This month we will highlight 
the work of our Preschool, which is advised by a Session Committee. This newsletter also contains an update from our 
Diaconate Chairman as well as the Technology Committee. In addition, each month in the newsletter you can find out 
more about the work of the Mission Committee; there will be highlights of local organizations as well as missionaries  

supported by First ARP.  

Preschool 
About 30 years ago, several FARP mothers sensed a ministry opportunity to young mothers and started a Mothers Morning Out program. 
From that few hours a week has evolved our full week of growing our children in the Preschool program.  It is one of our church’s recog-
nized key outreach programs.  Several families have come to join the church based on their children’s experience with the program. 

It has developed into a 5 day program with various parent options. We are offering the option of five mornings a week along with several 
two and three day variations depending on the needs of individual families. Our program runs from 9 to 12 each morning.  There is even 
an early drop off option at 8am. (These kids come and eat breakfast in classrooms to start their day.)  

Tiffany Dagenhart is our current director. She works with a group of nine wonderful, very qualified teachers (five are church members).        
Enrollment varies some during the year – we currently have 31 students enrolled with 7 of them members of FARP. The other 24 attend 
other churches or have no church home – our outreach mission at work. These are divided into 4 age-specific classes. 

The curriculum is a modification of the WEE program. (The WEE curriculum provides curriculum for Christian preschool settings.) Our      
Preschool teachers use the themes in the WEE curriculum to outline their lessons, including the weekly crafts.  For instance, we recently 
had a Dr. Seuss theme with several “spirit days” (Cat in the Hat day: wear a hat; Fox in Socks day: wear crazy socks; If I Ran a Zoo day: wear 
animal print.) 

Each week the classes also have a Bible lesson and verse.  For the older classes, the verses change as they change the stories.  The two 
younger classes have a verse for the month.   

We are very thankful for others who help us:  

*Weekly chapel with Mrs. Ashley Barron for the PreK and Sprouts (3-4s class).  

*Weekly chapel with Pastor Jon for the Tikes (2-3s class) and Toddlers.  

*P.E. on Mondays for all the classes with Mr. Garrett Driscoll (former teacher, finishing his masters at Winthrop).  

*Kindermusik with Mrs. Connie on Fridays for all classes.  

Tiffany also plans special activities for our preschoolers:  

*In the fall during our “community helpers” unit, the classes saw a medivac helicopter land and were able to go inside the helicopter; 
classes also visited the fire museum near Fountain Park.  

*For our unit on pets, one of the teacher’s daughter brought in her bearded dragons to show the classes. Another teacher brought in 
her two rabbits for the classes to see.  

*For the unit on transportation – the PreK class (alongside parent chaperones) rode on a ‘MyRide’ city bus around Rock Hill.   

We also have seven weekly sessions planned this summer, each with its own theme. Watch 
for details in coming newsletters. 

The program cost varies depending on the number of days the youngster participates with 
the full week priced at $225/month and variations for the other numbers of days.  We are 
very grateful to church members who contribute to allow us to offer some scholarship      
support to preschoolers whose parents see the value of the program to their children but 
cannot afford the cost. 

While the COVID-19 curtailments have shut off the in-class work with our children, the      
Preschool staff remains hard at work with this ministry. They are producing DAILY lesson 
guidelines and materials. We send these via email, Facebook, and video to the parents for 
them to use with their children. 

If you have questions about any of this program or wish to find ways you can contribute, 
please contact our Director Tiffany Dagenhart or the Committee Chairman John Barron.   



From Diaconate Chair, Mike Looper 
Part I 

     This year, as every year, has been busy for the deacon chairs and their committees. From church 
building upgrades to gardens and grounds to worship challenges, we have accomplished many things 
that you may or may have not seen.  
     One highlight is the countless hours that Jim Townsend and committee (Building Maintenance) has 
spent with vendors to keep this old church safe, dry and heated. We presently have a large building 
maintenance  project on hold for obvious reasons to replace the roof on the large connector, replace 
HVAC for 2nd floor of the education building and to replace the 2nd floor water closets in the ladies 
room. That totals $23,000! Please pray for the church's financial strength and the Finance committee 
as we wait for God's timing to allow us to comfortably move forward with these upgrades. 

     Jeff Diers, chair of garden and grounds, has already completed ornamental upgrades to the prop-
erty in preparation for Palm Sunda and Easter. 

Part II 
    Despite the COVID-19 effect, deacons are remaining on task with weekly counting and captain     
duties even though church gatherings are prohibited. Committee chairs are being encouraged to stay 
close to their committees to remain diligent and attentive to special needs that may arise during this 
historic event. Even though we are not attending church weekly, please support the church financially 
by mailing your tithes and offerings, dropping off at the office or through the  online application. I  
encourage all to use safe health practices at home and pray for healing and prevention of the          
virus.  Stay positive about our future, promote peace and calm and  know that "And all things,     
whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive". Matthew 21:22. 

Please feel free to reach out to me or any of the deacons you know if you have any need! 

From Technology Chair, Matt Krinn 
     The biggest thing the technology committee has bitten off this year so far is our new church  

management software. We were told at the end of last year that our old software was not going to be 
supported past May of 2020. So, we did our due diligence and found a comparable software package 
that cost us nearly the same, but did offer a number of new features. The biggest improvement is 
that it allows our office to consolidate all the various programs into one program creating a single 
source for member data, mailing lists, etc. The second biggest improvement is that we now have an 
online church directory that allows the individual church member to update their own information 
(address, phone number, etc) as they change. Member contact information can be updated live  

instead of once a year. It also allows the church member to upload a picture and change said picture 
as often as they would like. This doesn’t mean we are discontinuing the old paper directory. If you still 
feel uncomfortable with the new software you can request a paper 
copy to be sent to you. However, I would encourage you to step out 
of your comfort zone and try to learn the new software. There is a 
certain Senior Pastor here at First ARP that already has the software 
on his cell phone. If we can lead that particular horse to water (and 
he drank!) you should be alright to at least take a sip.   
     We hope to offer a class on how to use the ‘app’ and online  
directory in May. I look forward to seeing y’all there! 

News from the Diaconate 



Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 
 

A Note from Susan Gardner on serving in March: 
Fran Hancock, Linda Neely, Donna Ziegler and I, with help from Jan and  

Grenda, prepared boxed lunches for our guests this month. Ginger Smith 
helped tremendously by supplying us with containers, utensils and 200 bags 
of chips. We made ham salad for sandwiches and added chips, cookies and 
oranges. We were well prepared as the crowds had been between one and 

two hundred the previous two days. The group dwindled for some reason on 
Thursday but those in attendance were very appreciative.  

A group from First ARP faithfully serves 

the third Thursday of each month at 

Dorothy Day. It is a rewarding and  

fellowship-filled time of service. 

Contact Susan Gardner to volunteer! 



Women’s Ministries Spiritual Life Coordinator 
 

To Seek and to Save by Sinclair Ferguson: As Spiritual Life Chairman of Women’s  
Ministries I’m often on the lookout for Bible studies and personal studies for our women. If 
you’ve ever read Sinclair Ferguson’s books or heard him speak in his magnificent Scottish brogue, 
it’s an experience you won’t soon put aside.  
 

A couple of months ago I came across his new devotional study, written for Lent. (It seems to be 
a companion to Dr. Ferguson’s Advent study—Love Came Down at  
Christmas—based in 1 Corinthians 13) Interestingly, because of our study in Luke through the 
current sermon focus, this series of devotionals is a walk through Luke with Jesus as He ap-
proaches the cross and, ultimately, His resurrection. The title of the book tells us that the pur-
pose of this journey is to seek and to save His children.  
 

While it is a 40-day Lenten devotional study, from Ash Wednesday to Easter, in these days of shelter at home, it is easy 
to take time for more than one a day. We can thoughtfully use it to help us through this time of uncertainty and waiting 
until we can celebrate Easter in our gathered community of faith, possibly a new and more meaningful celebration. 
Each day, there is space for an expected response from the reader.  
 

This particular study encourages me with its expression of the depth of Christ’s love for us and with the challenge to 
examine my depth of love for both God and for the people around me. It juxtaposes Christ’s responses to those around 
him—both those who loved Him and those who feared and hated Him—and my attitude and my response to those 
around me. Something we all need to prayerfully and honestly consider. 
 

Sinclair Ferguson calls us to look solely to Christ as our example as we seek to know and serve God in humble  
obedience. 
 

This study was purchased for discussion for the Thursday Women’s Ministries’ Bible study. As such, there are several 
copies in the church office if you would like one ($15). It is also available on Amazon, Christianbook.com, etc.  

Submitted by Kathy Barron // Author unknown 
 

Have you noticed how much stuff there is out there about relaxation techniques as we go through this time of anxiety in uncertainty 
and stress in dealing with a new daily routine? Breathe in; Count 1-2-3-4: Breathe out… It seems to master what one of my relatives 
used to say as a child, “I can do it by-self!” 
 

Many years ago, I was introduced a way of doing momentary prayer and dealing with the day-to-day of our busy lives as well. Think 
of the attributes/characteristics of God that are most meaningful to you at this time and put them into a phrase of praise and calling 
on Him.  
My current example:  
          “Most Gracious God of mercy and steadfast love,” 
 

Now think of your greatest desire, longing for this time or situation: 
          “build in me a thirst to know You and serve You more faithfully.” 
 

Now: 
          As you breathe in—draw in the presence of God as you call upon Him with the first phrase 
          As you breathe out—give to Him this desire of your heart. 
 
 

You can do these same words over and over, from time to time or however. You could also use this to develop a litany of breathing 
in His attributes and breathing out your longing for many things—the fruit of the Spirit, perhaps. 
 

God gave us breath, let’s use it to know Him more. 



A Note From: 
Leslie Starnes,  

Family Promise Executive Director  
 

Dear Family Promise of York County Family,  

As a community organization, we strive to do everything we can to preserve the safety and health of our 
guests, volunteers, staff, and community. While we have not had any confirmed or suspected cases of 
COVID-19 among anyone connected to our organization, we have decided to implement a social distancing 
plan for Family Promise of York County. The purpose of this plan is to protect the health of our guests, staff, 
volunteers, and community as a whole and to play our part to slow the spread of this virus in our communi-
ty.  

The plan outlined below will go into effect starting Thursday, March 19, 2020, and will extend until April 05, 
2020. On or before April 5th, the Family Promise Leadership team will evaluate when to return to normal 
operations. We will be in communication with our congregations and community partners regarding our 
future start date for return to congregational hosting.  

Social Distancing Plan - Actions Family Promise is Taking:  

1. Congregations: The Interfaith Hospitality Rotational Shelter Program will be placed on a temporary hold 
until April 05, 2020. While our families are not the most at-risk populations for this virus, many of our 
congregational volunteers are. In an effort to protect our volunteers and community partners, our cur-
rent IHN families will be sheltered at our Fresh Start shelter.  

2. Guests: Family Promise will not be accepting any new families into our program between March 18, 
2020 and April 05, 2020. We will continue to place families on our callback list and will make necessary 
referrals to other agencies to meet the immediate needs of families that contact us.  

3. Administrative and Office Staff: Our amazing staff is key to our success as an organization and we want 
to do everything we can to ensure they and their families stay healthy. Some of them will work from 
home and a minimum staff will operate our office as long as possible. All staff members that develop 
signs or symptoms of illness will be asked to stay home and not report for work.  

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY POSTPONED! 

 
Stay tuned for Fall dates for 

our pictorial directory  
photography sessions. 



 

A Note from Director of Christian Education, 
Connie Kiser 

 
 

Even while "social distancing" First ARP kids are finding ways to stay connected. Families are watching their caterpillars 
carefully, expecting butterflies that will give us a picture of our new life in Christ. Children are connecting online,  

sharing prayers, Bible stories and Bible scavenger hunts.  Parents and grandparents can post ideas and encouragement 
on the Children's Ministry Facebook page (look for First ARP Rock Hill Children's Ministry). I've learned how to 

ZOOM!  Next week, families will use candle crosses made in previous years with Kathy Barron and Michele Harbin, 
lighting a candle each day during Holy Week as we prepare for the joy of Easter. While this season has had its  

challenges, it's also been a powerful reminder of one of our favorite children's songs: 
 

I am the church, you are the church, we are the church together. 
All of God's children all around the world, we are the church together! 

 
The church is not a building, the church is not a steeple, 

the church is not a resting place, the church is the people. 
 

While we continue to miss being together and pray for this virus to end, we have learned  that we are the church,  
no matter where we are! 

 

 
 

High 
School 
Retreat  

 

 

March 6-8  
@ Bonclarken 

“Finding Yourself in Jesus 
in a Selfie World” 



Missions Highlight 

Celebrating Easter 
Flowering of the Cross 

The Flowering of the Cross is traditionally done 

between the 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. services on   

Easter. This year, we invite you to flower the 

cross with your family any time you are able in 

the coming weeks on Easter or thereafter. 

*See your directory or 
contact the church 

office for the address. 
*See the Pastor’s  

Message section of 
this newsletter for 

more details. 

 

The Bonilla Family 

Juan Carlos & Ruth Bonilla 
began missionary service 
with World Witness in 
2003, with Ruth serving in 
children and youth minis-
try in San Luis Potosí and 
Rio Verde, Mexico. In 

2005, Ruth became WW short-term missions coordina-
tor. Juan Carlos, a native of Ecuador, received his MDiv 
and DMin degrees from Erskine Theological Seminary 
and was ordained in the ARP Church under Catawba 
Presbytery. From 2001-2004, he pastored in Mexico 
and in 2008 was commissioned as WW short-term mis-
sions coordinator. In February 2011, the Bonillas 
moved to Guadalajara, Mexico, where they established 
a church. In 2014, the Lord re-directed them to Spain 
and to the work of planting a church in Madrid. The 
Bonillas have two daughters.  

Manna House Pantry 

     The mission of the Manna House is to 
eliminate hunger in our community by 
providing residents with a program that gives 
food and instills hope. They are  committed to responding to 
those in need with food, support services, and love, with the 
generosity of individuals, groups and compassionate  
volunteers who support the work of this ministry. Manna 
House believes that access to nutritious food is a basic human 
right.  
     The Manna House began by distributing canned goods in 
2006 as part of Mt. Prospect Baptist Church, but became a  
separate organization in 2017. They partnered with Pathways  
Community Center in 2019. Moving to Pathways more than 
doubled their original space and allowed them to better serve 
their clients and the community.  

     For more information, or to donate, visit: 
www.themannahousepantry.org 



Celebrating New Life 
Congratulations to  

Alex & Emma Wilson 
on the birth of their son 

Henry Stone  
on March 28, 2020 

 

Proud grandparents are Tim & Nancy Templeton. 

Member Birthdays 
1 
Buddy Brault 
Griffin Golightly 
  
2 
Max Smith 
 
3 
Hannah Whisonant 
Jack Gettys 
Shaw Catoe 
 
4 
Kathleen Barkley 
Morgan Payne 
 
5 
Shelley Harper 
Max Johnson 
Mary Landstreet 
 
6 
Eloise Cornwell 
Ross Dillingham 
Cole McKinney 
Angela Payne 
 
7 
Shannon Golightly 
Katie Lesslie 

8 
Mary Robinson 
Judy Simpson 
 
9 
Susan Heinsohn 
 
10 
Jim Townsend 
 
11 
Clark Caldwell 
 
12 
Emily Blank 
Ann Grace Donahue 
 
13 
Scott Allan 
Donny Neely 
 
14 
Taylor Helms Baker 
Ann Correll 
 
15 
Chip Fischesser 
Molly Grigsby 
Caroline Logan Pope 
Nathan Robinson 

16 
Sam Allan 
Emma Tuttle 
 
17 
Ginger Catoe 
Earle Turner 
 
18 
Austin Williamson 
 
19  
Carolyn Hallman 
 
20 
Zil Ledbetter 
 
21  
Jack Roddey 
 
22 
Mike Heintz 
Angela Leighton 
 
24 
Bobbie Aycock 
Anne Sanders Kiser 
Benjamin Wilkerson 
 
 

25 
Morgan Boone 
Piper Grant 
Patrick Williamson 
 
26 
Walker Norman 
 
28 
Vic Dillingham 
Mary Harper 
Michael Haverlock 
 
29 
Miller Leach 
 
30 
Debra Ferguson 
Lindsay Looper 
 
 


