
First ARP Church of Rock Hill  

April 2018 Edition 

2018 Communicants 
“I have no greater joy than to hear that my 

children are walking in the truth” 
3 John 4 
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Church 
Library 

Did you know that our 
Church Library has 

been recently 
renewed?  

     Thanks to the hard 
work and hours given 
by Betsy Dreier, our 
Church Library is 
organized, updated, 
clean and ready for 

you!  Located on the second floor of Robinson Hall, near the Faith Room, our 
Church Library holds a wealth of treasures waiting to be discovered.  From 
studies and commentaries, biographies and Christian non-fiction, for children, 
young people and adults, there is something for all. 
     The Christian Education Committee believes that our church library is an 
important support ministry of our church, providing resources for Sunday 
School classes, Bible study groups, individuals and families.  The church library 
seeks to provide wholesome and biblically-based resources to encourage and 
enrich the growth of God’s people in Christian life and service.  The right book 
with a Biblical perspective can be one of the ways God leads us through 
different seasons of our lives.  Reading the stories of others can challenge us 
and inspire us as we grow in our faith. 

Come “check out” the Church Library! 

Ladies’ Book Club 
Ladies’ Book Club will meet  
Monday, April 9 @ 7 p.m.  
at the home of Ruth Todd 

 

This month the group will be discussing 
A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles 

 

For more information contact Connie Kiser.  

 
\ 

Established in 1980 , Camp Joy is a 
Christian Co-Ed camp serving 

those with Special Needs.  
It is coordinated by Christian 

Education Ministries.  
 
 

Camp dates for 2018 are: 
June 3-June 8 

June 24-June 29 
July 1-July 6 

July 15-July 20  
 

For volunteer information visit: https://www.campjoycem.com/pagenc/ 
For camper information visit: https://www.campjoycem.com/campers/ 

https://www.campjoycem.com/pagenc/
https://www.campjoycem.com/campers/


Pastor’s Message 
  

   Philip Bunch,  
Associate Pastor 

 

What is the Resurrection? 

           As we consider Easter, there may be no more fundamental a 
question than What is the Resurrection?  In the New Testament, 
‘resurrection’ is used more often than not as a technical term 
(think:  the resurrection from the dead).  This month I would like to 
look at two passages that teach about the resurrection. 
 

John 5:25-29 
               This first passage teaches us a great deal about the resurrection
(s) from the dead.  Initially, we need to understand that the context of 
this passage is Jesus’ own declaration of equality with God the 
Father.  Verse 18, before the passage, says this explicitly.  Then, 
verses 26-27 explain that Jesus has life in himself and that the Father 
has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of 
Man.  Interestingly then, the passage shifts focus to show what this 
power and authority and judgment will look like.   
Verses 28-29 tell us very clearly that all the dead will come out of their 
tombs.  First, this is an exhaustive set--there is no one left out. Everyone who has ever lived will come back to life.  And second, as 
I’ve alluded to above, though there is one instance (one Day of the Lord) when Jesus returns and resurrects all people, 
everywhere . . . we see that there are “two” resurrections.  We should not understand this as two separate events. Rather, reading 
the two verses together, we see that all people are resurrected (given new bodies) at one time, but then Christ in judgment 
separates the sheep from the goats.  He separates those who belong to Him that the Father has given to Him from those who are 
not believers (cf. John 17).    

Those who are in Christ get to enjoy a new body in a new Creation where life reigns and there is no death.  Those who do 
not belong to Jesus will get a new body to suffer in the flesh eternally in a place of outer darkness and separation from God where 
death reigns.  Beloved, this alone should cause us to tremble. 
 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

            Though the previous passage may give us pause or even a little fear (that’s not always a bad thing), this passage gives us 
such great hope for the Day of the Lord.  Far too often, I hear Christian brothers and sisters wondering about whether they will 
get to see or know loved ones in heaven. Anyone experiencing death and grief knows the sting of separation and the longing to 
have their loved one back.  Christians, however, hope unlike the rest of the world. We hope with the knowledge and certainty of 
the resurrection. Go read the words of this passage. Jesus Himself will bring those who have ‘fallen asleep’. Paul often uses this 
ancient metaphor for death.  But the good news rings so clear in this passage. When Jesus returns to the earth to consummate all 
of His work of salvation, all who belong to Him will be reunited. And given the rest of what we have studied, we all will have new 
bodies (though they will certainly be recognizable and bear our identity).  But we will be transformed and changed, never to suffer 
again. But the question remains: are you in Christ? As we celebrate Easter, are your loved ones in Christ? Do they believe in Him 
and fear Him as their Lord? Are you still trying to be God in your own life? Beloved, if you are, you do not have the power to 
overcome the grave.  Come to Jesus, the author of life, and the only one who can give you eternal life in a resurrected body. 

Christian sympathy is extended to... 
 

The family of  
Sally  Theiling Williamson 

at her death  
March 26, 2018 

 

Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. Psalm 116:15 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+thessalonians+4&version=ESV


This Spring, seven students completed 
Communicants Class and professed their 

faith on Sunday, March 18.   
Join us is welcoming these young people 

as they become Communicant Members of 
First ARP Church.  

Niven White Murray Barnes, son of new members Martha and Johnny 
Barnes, is a 9th grader at Rock Hill High School, where he enjoys 

history.  Niven has two older brothers, Wriston and Don, and an older 
sister, Gracen.  Like most teenagers, he loves being with his friends, 

and watching sports and movies. Niven hopes to one day be an 
engineer or developer.  When he was young, Niven attended our 

Preschool. His favorite Bible verse is Romans 8:28. 

Sally Anne Catoe, daughter of Ginger and Mike Catoe and 
granddaughter of Sally Coleman, is the 3rd generation of her mother’s 

family to profess her faith at First ARP Church.  Sally Anne is a 6th grader 
at Sullivan Middle School where she enjoys social studies and art. At 

home, she loves to draw, bake and sing and hopes to be a baker, artist or 
singer when she grows up.  Sally Anne’s favorite Bible verse is  

Psalm 23:1-4. 

Olivia Grace Lawrence- “Livvy” is an 8th grader at Saluda 
Trail Middle School and enjoys cheering, riding horses 

and hanging out with her friends.  She is the daughter of 
Josh Lawrence, and great-granddaughter of Jack and 

Ginger Lawrence. She was part of the First ARP 
basketball team this season, and hopes to be a hairstylist 

one day.  Her favorite Bible verse is John 3:16. 

Meet our Communicants 



Meet our Communicants 

Lucas Jagger Ramsey, son of Chad and Tiffany Ramsey, loves all sports 
and athletics, and always likes to be outside.  Lucas is a 6th grader at 

Dutchman Creek Middle School, and his favorite subject is science.  He 
has an older brother, Caleb, and a dog, Tucker. Lucas hopes to be a 

professional basketball player when he is older.  His favorite verse is 
Philippians 4:13 

Miley Anne Rhoad, daughter of Hanah and Evan Rhoad, 
granddaughter of Karen Harris and great-granddaughter of Betty 

Musselman, is a 4th generation ARP.  Miley is in 5th grade at Northside 
School of the Arts, where she is a talented singer and soloist with the 
school choir.  Miley also loves to ride horses, and participates in horse 
shows in the area. She has two younger sisters, Pearl and Olive, and 

doesn’t have a favorite Bible verse because she “loves them all.” 

Nathanial Cash Robinson is the middle son of Patrick and Heather 
Robinson, the grandson of Bob and Mary Robinson, and comes from a 

long line of ARPs .  A 6th grader at Rawlinson Road Middle School, 
Nathan loves to play basketball, football and video games.  He has two 
brothers, Eli and Miles, and a dog, Baxter. Nathan enjoys social studies 

at school and hopes to own a restaurant one day.  His favorite Bible 
verse is John 3:16.  

Ann Marie Williamson, daughter of Melissa Russell, is a 6th 
grader at Sullivan Middle School whose favorite subject is 
math. At home, she loves to play with her dog and cat, do 
crafts and eat hamburgers.  Ann Marie was also baptized 

on March 18, and loves being part of the church. She hopes 
to be a graphic designer when she grows up. Her favorite 

Bible verse is John 3:16.  



 Richard Venton “Dick”  Bridges, Jr Dick is not new to many 
of us, having attended First ARP for many years.  Originally 

from Florida, Dick graduated from Wofford College and 
settled in the Rock Hill area.  He has been married to Linda, 

who sings soprano in the choir, for 45 years, and has 3 
children and 8 grandchildren, including two sets of twin 

boys.  Dick is semi-retired from the family business, B & B 
Distributing, and enjoys traveling, golf and old classic cars. 

 Martha and Johnny Barnes Martha and Johnny are long time 
residents of the Rock Hill area and have been married for 25 years. 
Martha grew up in Chester, SC, attending First Baptist Church and 

Johnny grew up in Rock Hill, attending First Presbyterian and 
Westminster Presbyterian Church. Martha is a former teacher, but 
has been a SAHM (stay at home mother) for many years. Johnny is 

employed by Comporium Communications as an EVP/ Chief 
Innovation Officer. Martha and Johnny have four children… 

Wriston, Gracen, Don, and Niven; the three older ones attend the 
Citadel Military College. Niven Barnes is also a new member of First 
ARP and a ninth grader at Rock Hill High School. The Barnes family 

are avid sports fans and enjoy all things Citadel and Clemson…
Family time is their greatest pastime….and good snow skiing trips 

and Lake Wylie weekends make for some good memories. 

 Nancy Beaty Moore Nancy is a Rock Hill native. Look for 
more information on her in the May edition of  

First Church Life! 



Mission Opportunities  

 

Save the date for an 
island escape!   

VBS 2018 
SonTreasure Island 

June 25-28, 2018  

For the Nations: Refugee Outreach 
June 10-16, 2018 

 

ARP College students are invited to join this trip led by 
Elinor Griffin and Heiko and Kay Burklin. A team of 

students and leaders will be caring for refugees who have 
been resettled into the U.S. and are living in Dallas, Texas.  
Students interested in applying should email Elinor Griffin 

at egriffin@arpsynod.org.  
Applications are due by April 30, 2018 —spots are limited! 

Contact the church office for an information packet.  

Appalachia Mission Trip 
July 1-6, 2018 

 

High school and college students will serve the Lord 
through a week of sharing the Gospel and leading a VBS at 

Morgan Memorial United Methodist Church in Rose Hill, 
Virginia. Applications are due to Luke by April 13, and the 

first team meeting will be April 22 at 2 p.m.  
 

For more information contact Luke Grigsby: 
youthdirector@firstarp.org or 803-327-2009 

Palmer Home Mission Trip 
October 7-12, 2018 

 

A group will travel to Palmer Home for Children in 
Columbus, Mississippi. While there the group will serve in 
many ways including deep cleaning cottages, working on 

the grounds, and working in the greenhouses. 
 

For more information contact: 
George Coxhead 704-807-3321, 

coxhead_george@nlgroupmai.com 
or Jeanie Revell 803-329-1733,  jjrevell@yahoo.com 

Middle School Mission Project 
June 25-28, 2018 

 

Middle school students have an awesome opportunity 
to serve the Lord by helping and leading activities at 

our Vacation Bible School. Students will also 
experience a great time of fellowship and studying 
God’s word about why we have VBS and missions.  

 

For more information contact Luke Grigsby: 
youthdirector@firstarp.org or 803-327-2009 

Mission Possible Day Camp 
August 13-15, 2018 

 

Rising 4th-6th graders are invited to participate in a three 
day camp focusing on service projects in our community. 
Past projects have included making “Blessing Bags” for 

ROC Ministries, arranging flowers for homebound 
members, working at the Oakland Baptist Ministry Center, 

and much more!  
For more information contact Connie Kiser: 

christianeducationdirector@firstarp.org or 803-327-2009 

Spain Mission Trip 
July 12-22, 2019 

 

A team of eight people will work alongside Ruth and Juan 
Carlos Bonilla in an English camp for children in their 

neighborhood. This trip is open to adults and also to students 
16 and older who have participated in the Appalachia Mission 
or a similar experience. An informational meeting will be held 

April 22 following the 11 a.m. worship service.  
 

For more information Michele Harbin 
harbinfamily@comporium.net or 803-517-3343 





  

HARPs 
Luncheon 

 
 

The next 
Happy 

ARP 
(HARPs) 
luncheon  
will be on Tuesday, April 
17 at 12:00 in Robinson 

Hall.   
 

Cost of the buffet lunch will 
be $10 and reservations 
must be made by April 
14 by signing one of the 

sheets in SS classes, 
Robinson Hall, in the 

connector, or by calling the 
church 
office.   

The 
program 

will be 
presented 

by 
Winthrop 
President, 

Dr. Dan Mahoney, who will 
speak on Winthrop's plans 

and opportunities for 
senior citizens in Rock 

Hill.  His wife, Laura, will 
also attend.      

Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen 
On March 15 a group from First ARP served at the Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen. Carla Blumenfeld, Susan Eaves, Fran 

Hancock, Ronnie Small, and Donna Ziegler all pitched in to serve 45 people. The menu for the day included glazed ham, 
sweet potato casserole, green beans, mixed fruit, Texas toast, cupcakes, and tea.  

 

Serving at Dorothy Day is filled with fellowship and joy. Occasionally not all of the regular 
volunteers are available, and there is a great need for volunteers who could fill-in. Even if you 
are unable to be there the entire time (9:30-1:00) you could still be a great help to this team!  

 

The next serving 
date for Dorothy 

Day is  April 19  

Are you willing to help?  
For more information on serving contact Susan Gardner: 

sgardner@comporium.net 



April Birthdays 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
Buddy Brault 

Max Smith 
Griffin Golightly 

2 
Livvy Lawrence 

3 
Jack Gettys 
Shaw Catoe 

Gillen Velkovich 
4 

Kathleen Barkley 
Morgan Payne 

5 
Shelley Harper 
Max Johnson 

Mary Landstreet 
Betty Musselman 

6 
Eloise Cornwell 
Ross Dillingham 
Cole McKinney 
Angela Payne 

7 
Shannon Golightly 

Katie Lesslie 
8 

Mary Robinson 
Judy Simpson  

9 
Susan Heinsohn  

10 
Vander Stallworth 

12  
Emily Blank 

Ann Grace Donahue 
 
 

13 
Scott Allan 

Donny Neely 
14 

Taylor Helms Baker 
Ann Correll 

Korbin Stallworth 
15 

Chip Fischesser 
Molly Grigsby 

Caroline Logan 
Nathan Robinson  

16 
Sam Allan 

Emma Tuttle 
17 

Ginger Catoe 
Earle Turner 

18 
Austin Williamson  

19 
Carolyn Hallman 

20 
Zil Ledbetter 

Kyle Smith  
21 

Jack Roddey 
22  

Mike Heintz 
Angela Leighton 

24 
Bobbie Aycock 

Anne Sanders Kiser 
Benjamin Wilkerson 

25 
Morgan Boone 

Piper Grant  
Patrick Williamson 

26 
Walker Norman 

28 
Vic Dillingham 

29 
Miller Leach 

30 
Debra Ferguson 
Lindsey Looper 

 
 

On Wednesday March 14 Women’s Ministries 
hosted the Jubilee Birthday Missions Celebration at 

Foundations for the Faith. The Jubilee celebrated 
missions and raised funds to support missionaries 

Rebekah Carson and Shelia Osbourne. Special guest 
speakers Josh and Vonia Thomas shared about their 

ministry to immigrants and refugees.  
There were games, wonderful decorations,  

and like any good birthday celebration,  
CAKE!  



April Calendar of Events 
Sunday 
 

9:00 a.m. Worship 
10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
11:00 a.m. Worship 
*Only one worship service on 

4/29/18! 10:00 a.m.* 

Wednesday  
Foundations for the Faith 
5:30 p.m. Meal in Robinson Hall 
6:15 p.m. Children’s Choir &       
                   Youth Activities 
6:30 p.m. Adult Study 
7:15 p.m. Adult Choir Practice 

Just Joy  
every 4th Thursday 
6:30 p.m. Worship Service geared 
toward special needs friends and 
families, but all are welcome to come 
and participate! 

THURSDAY, April 12 

• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 
        12:00 p.m. 

• Circle No. 1 
        7:00 p.m., Jenny Nowicki’s home  
 

SATURDAY, April 14 

• Caregiver’s Bible Study 
        9:30 a.m., Faith Room   
 

SUNDAY, April 15 

• Women’s Ministries Board Meeting 
        6:30 p.m.  
 

MONDAY, April 16 

• Session 
        7:00 p.m. 
 

TUESDAY, April 17 

• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 
        10:00 a.m., Faith Room 

• HARPs Luncheon 
        12:00 p.m., Robinson Hall 
 

WEDNESDAY, April 18 

• Foundations for the Faith  
 

THURSDAY, April 19 

• Dorothy Day Soup Kitchen  
        9:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.  

• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 
        12:00 p.m., Faith Room  
 

SUNDAY, April 22 

• Spain Mission Information Meeting 
         Following 11:00 Worship 

• Appalachia Mission Team Meeting 
         2:00 p.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY, April 25 

• Foundations for the Faith 
        Children’s Choir Program & Cookout 
 

THURSDAY, April 26 

• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 
        12:00 p.m., Faith Room 
 

*SUNDAY, April 29* 
Beginning of Family Promise Week  

• Joint Worship Service 
      10:00 a.m. 

• New Member Reception 
      11:00 a.m. 

SUNDAY, April 1: Easter 

• Worship Service 
        9:00 a.m.  

• Flowering of the Cross & Children’s 
Butterfly Release 

        10:00 a.m. 

• Worship Service 
        11:00 a.m. 

• Covered Dish Lunch 
        12:00 p.m., Robinson Hall 
 

MONDAY, April 2 
Church Office Closed 
Preschool Closed (Spring Break) 
 

TUESDAY, April 3 
Preschool Closed (Spring Break) 

• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 
        10:00 a.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY, April 4 
Preschool Closed (Spring Break) 
No Foundations for the Faith 
 

THURSDAY, April 5 
Preschool Closed (Spring Break) 

• Circle No. 2 
        10:00 p.m., Faith Room 

• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 
        12:00 p.m., Faith Room 
 

FRIDAY, April 6 
Preschool Closed (Spring Break) 
 

MONDAY, April 9 

• Circle No. 3 
        7:00 p.m., Beverly Simpson’s home  

• Ladies’ Book Club 
        7:00 p.m., home of Ruth Todd 
 

TUESDAY, April 10 

• Women’s Ministries Bible Study 
        10:00 a.m., Faith Room 

• Christian Education Committee  
        5:30 p.m. 

• Diaconate 
        6:30 p.m. 
 

WEDNESDAY, April 11 

• Foundations for the Faith  

Celebrating New Life 
 

Congratulations to  

Katie Beth & Ryan Tinker 
on the birth of their son 

Callan Thomas Tinker 
March 26, 2018 


