
The governing body of the national Presbyterian Church (PCUSA), the General Assembly, met 
in June. The theme was, "The 224th General Assembly: From Lament to Hope." 
 
A statement entitled "On the Church in This Moment in History-- Responding to the Sin of 
Racism and a Call to Action" was approved by a large margin. 
 
The biblical rationale for the statement was Isaiah 58:12: 
Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; you 
shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of the streets to live in. 
There were several recommendations: 
1. A call to repent of our own role in systemic racism 
2. Direction to the Office of the General Assembly and the Presbyterian Mission Agency to 
review items being referred to the next General Assembly meeting (in 2022) to see if some of 
the recommendations being referred could be enacted under current policies. 
3. A list of resources for study was given 
4. A recommendation that anti-racist statements be added to policies at every level, including 
the congregational level (Session). 
5. A request that a report be made “deconstructing white privilege within our own 
denomination’s history of involvement in the colonization, enslavement, oppression, and 
genocide of Clack, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC), including theological support and 
benefits to our institutions, as well as a study of our denomination’s history of prophetic 
witness, resistance and abolition, and make recommendations toward propose amends, 
reparations, and reconciliation. 
6. Thank Stated Clerk J. Herbert Nelson for various actions. 
7. Commend to the denomination, the following anonymous poem: 
 
A knee on a neck 
Laying bare for all to see 
The evil of 
Callous 
Soulless 
Entitled power 
Choking the life from 
God’s beloved 
Just because. 
We know what must change. 
Will we, church? 



We have written many 
True, significant, 
Sometimes sincere 
Words. 
We have confessed: 
Belhar, C’67, Barmen… 
Enough words? 
Never enough witness. 
We know we must change 
Will we, church? 
Kairos. 
 
("Kairos" is a biblical Greek word for time that connotes a moment that is especially significant 
or opportune.) 
 
The statement included the following: 
We believe that the work of attending to the pain, suffering, and long-standing oppression of 
our Black, Indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) siblings in Christ is central to our work of 
proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  
When Black Americans are killed at twice the rate of whites we have much to lament.  
We, in particular white people and as a predominantly white denomination, must confess our 
complicity in perpetuating systems of oppression against our BIPOC siblings. The church must 
be the first place seeking racial justice and reconciliation, the dismantling of structural racism, 
and the healing of marginalized communities. It has, unfortunately, not often been so. We must 
have our own denominational and congregational houses in order. We must dare to be an image 
of hope for those around us. 
While we recognize and honor the work towards justice that has been happening and continues 
at every level of the PC(USA), we also name that in this time it is not enough. We must become 
antiracist in our theology, polity, and praxis. When our colleagues, siblings, and neighbors 
protest in the streets to say that being Black should never be an excuse to be targeted and killed, 
when so many stand in solidarity to say #BlackLivesMatter, and when our own communities 
are weighed down in grief and anger, it is time to stand alongside our BIPOC siblings in voice 
and action. 
Bell Hooks, an American author and social activist says this, “Love is an action, never simply a 
feeling.” If we claim to love our neighbor, especially our BIOPC neighbors, we are called to 
action. We have said a lot and not done enough. Acknowledging the grief of our siblings in 
Christ and naming that the church has as a primary calling to be repairers of the breach means 
nothing without moving toward action.  
We cannot wait until the 225th General Assembly (2022) to begin to take action. 
 


