
 
                                               

     

 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

September 8, 2019 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Gathering Music                                                                                           
 

Striking of the Hour 

 

Welcome    

           

Prelude                                                       Meditation                                          Eric Thiman 

 
All who are able may stand 

Opening Sentences:  (Congregational response in bold) 

Leader:   O God, you know us inside and out; through and through. 
People:   You search for us, and lay your hand upon us.  
Leader:   By your hand, great God, we are fearfully and wonderfully made.  

People:  And all of God’s works are wonderful!                                                        Psalm 139:1-14 

 

Opening Hymn 41               O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!                      LYONS  

  

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

God of all, the Psalm reminds us that you cared for us even before you gave us life. 

Indeed, we are wonderfully made, not for our own sakes, but for devotion and service  

to you. Still, we admit that our sin separates us from your love. Our failings twist our 

lives into shapes that do not reflect your glory. We pray to be forgiven. Give us time to 

amend our living.  And then, count us as restored souls, ready to fulfill the purposes you 

planned for us when you created us. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.  
A period of silence is observed for personal confession 

 

Declaration of Good News 
 

 

For young 

worshipers: Our 

parents loved us 

before we were 

born, and so does 

God! In Psalm 139, 

we read that God  

made us, and that 

we are wonderfully 

made. 

Don’t forget this. 

You are loved more 

than you know. 

  

 

 

 

 

Worship begins 

with the faithful 

giving thanks. 

 

What on earth are 

you doing here, for 

heaven’s sake? 



 

Response Hymn 28                    You Are Before Me, Lord            SURSUM CORDA (Smith) 
Choir Sings First Verse, The Congregation Joins, Singing: 

Search me, O God; search me and know my heart; 

 try me. O God; my mind and spir-it try;  

keep me from an-y path that gives your pain,  

and lead me in the ev-er-last-ing way. 
 

Passing of the Peace   
As we greet the Lord, we greet one another in His name. 

 
Dedication of Teachers and Leaders – Time With Young Disciples 

 

Hearing the Word 
 

All Sit 

Prayer for Illumination  

 

Psaltery Reading  (Congregational Responses in bold)                                 Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
           The Lord’s Deep Personal Knowledge of the Psalmist 

O Lord, you have searched me out and known me : you know when I sit or when I stand,  you 

comprehend my thoughts long before.                                         
You discern my path and the places where I rest : you are acquainted with all my ways. 

For there is not a word on my tongue : but you, Lord, know it altogether. 

You have encompassed me behind and before : and have laid your hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me : so high that I cannot endure it. 

Where shall I go from your spirit : or where shall I flee from your presence? 

I will praise you, for you are to be feared : fearful are your acts, and wonderful your works. 

You knew my soul, and my bones were not hidden from you : when I was formed in 

secret, and woven in the depths of the earth. 

Your eyes saw my limbs when they were yet imperfect : and in your book were all my 

members written; 

Day by day they were fashioned : and not one was late in growing. 

How deep are your thoughts to me, O God : and how great is the sum of them! 

Were I to count them, they are more in number than the sand : were I to come to the end, I 

would still be with you. 

 

Anthem                             O Lord, Thou Hast Searched Me                              Eugene Butler 

         
All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                                                              Luke 14:1, 25-33 

Large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them, “Whoever comes to 

me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and 

even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me 

cannot be my disciple. Which of you, in building a tower, doesn’t first sit down and estimate 

the cost? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it 

will begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or 

what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider 

whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty 

thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks 

for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give 

up all your possessions.  

 
All Sit 

Sermon                                 Terms of Peace—With God                        Matthew Covington 

 

Hard sayings about 

commitment, 

devotion, and 

discipleship.  

Will you live in 

such a way as to  

be prepared for life 

in the kingdom  

of God? 

A testimony about 

God’s limitless 

capacity to know 

and love. 



 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand  

                                           Response Hymn 22                        God of the Sparrow                                           ROEDER 
 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                            The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in 1.God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in 2.Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord: Who was 3.conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the  

virgin Mary, 4.suffered under Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He 5.descended 

into hell.  The third day He arose again from the dead; 6.He ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 7.he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the 8.Holy Ghost; the 9.holy catholic 

church; the communion of saints; the 10.forgiveness of sins; the 11.resurrection of the 

body; and 12.the life everlasting.  
 

All Sit 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.          

 

Offertory                                              Trumpet Tune                                        Andrew Carter                                   
 

All Stand  

Doxology 
 

     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

     Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

     Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

     Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Dedication 
 

                           Bearing the Word into the Created World 
 

All Stand 

Closing Hymn 32                 I Sing the Mighty Power of God                         ELLACOMBE 

 

Benediction     

  

Postlude                                   Voluntary on AZMON                                         Don Phillips                     

                                        O For A Thousand Tongues to Sing  

************************************************************************** 
 

WELCOME VISITORS! We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out, either in the narthex or on 

the table on the right in the downstairs entrance hall.  Ushers will be standing by to help you find them. Always 

know that a cordial greeting is extended by ministers, officers, and congregation. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our church Elders: Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, David Coverdale, Mary Evans, Rob Hale, Matt Hunt, Mike 

Kanan, John Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Nancy Moore, Pamela Napier, David Sears, and David Thomison. Our church Deacons: 

Rider Allen, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Rocky Cooper, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Cathey Green, Jean Harris, Linda Leigh, 

Tom MacMillin, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Teri Polen, Charlotte Prow, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison, and Debbie Trickey. 

 

Buck in a Basket 

for September will 

help to support the 

college scholarship 

fund. 

The term  

“Apostles’ Creed” 

was first used about 

390 A.D. and refers 

to the belief that the 

12 apostles each 

contributed one 

article to the 

statement. These  

12 are numbered. 



 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
                   270-843-4707  •   www.bgpres.org 

 

                   

                       The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                          Announcements 
 

USHERS:  The Bigler family 

LAY READER:  John Fitts 
MEDIA PERSONNEL:  Barbara Solberg-Hale and Matt Hunt   

NURSERY ATTENDANTS: Alisia Mosley and Kimberly Watkins 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com    

 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, September 15:  Jeremiah 4:11–12,  

22–28; Psalm 14; Timothy 1:12–17; Luke 15:1–10. 
 

TODAY 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week will be Linda Leigh. Deacons  

assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You may contact them  

through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

WE ARE GRATEFUL for the addition of Heather Kirkconnell as  

our new Children's Music Director.  Heather is a graduate of Oberlin  

College and Conservatory with a BA in French and BMus in Organ  

Performance. She has studied under Mme Langlais at the Conservatoire  

de Paris and Msr Jean Baptiste-Robin at the Conservatoire de Versailles.   

She also directed the Woods Hole (MA) Consort in the summer of 2017. 

She has taught piano and hopes to build a piano studio here.  In her work  

as Music Director/Organist at churches in Ohioand Massachusetts, she  

has led children's choirs and looks forward to bringing new ideas (and  

instruments) to help our children learn about worshiping God through  

music.  Children's Chimes and Choir meets every Sunday from 9:00-9:30am for all Kindergarten through 6th Grade students.  
 

CHILDREN'S MUSIC HAS RESUMED! Each Sunday, 9:00am beginning in the Bell Room (across from the elevator).  All 

Kindergarten through 6th grade students are included.  Our new director, Heather Kirkconnell, brings solid experience with 

leading children in music and is planning a varied program designed to help our children grow in faith as they lead the 

congregation each month.   
 

OUR REGULAR SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE resumes on Sunday September 15. Classes for all ages, new studies 

for adults and more.  See our website and the newsletter for more information.  JOIN US AND INVITE A FRIEND! 
 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Dana Patterson 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Donate Online:  

We have recently set up the church website to 

accept online donations. Just go to the website 

below and fill out the simple form. Donations 

can also be made from your smart phone.   

You can also scan the QR code. 

https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/ 

online-donations/ 

 

Calendar 
 

     Sunday, September 8 

  8:30 a.m.   Coffee Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.  Breakfast 

Rally Day / Mission Fair 

  9:00 a.m.  Children’s Music 

  9:45 a.m.   Sunday School 

  9:45 a.m.  Sunday Circle 

  10:30 a.m. Worship 

  5:00 p.m.  Youth Group 

Monday, September 9 
11:00 a.m. Circle 3 

11:30 a.m. Circle 9 

5:00 p.m.  Round Table Pulpit  

Tuesday, September 10 
11:00 a.m. Special Care 

2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting 

7:00 p.m.  Evening Circle 

7:00 p.m.  Sunny 16 Camera Club 

 Wednesday, September 11 

  9:15 a.m.  Wed. Morning Circle 

  10:00 a.m. Circle 6 

7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir 
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Announcements (continued) 
 

TODAY WE DEDICATE our Teachers and Leaders in our Educational programs. Please keep the insert and pray for those 

who help us all grow in faith.  And make a commitment to attend classes!  
 

BUCK IN A BASKET for September will help seed a scholarship fund for our college students.  The goal is to be able to give 

every graduating senior a gift toward their first year of college.  
 

COMING UP:   
3 CENTS A MEAL collection returns September 29.  Our children and youth will come around with the cans for your coins, 

bills and checks.  One third stays to benefit our Food Pantry and the remainder goes to the Presbyterian Hunger Program to 

address the root causes of hunger at home and abroad.  Note we will not collect Buck in a Basket that day.   
 

HABITAT LUNCHEON AND AUCTION, Sunday September 22, 11:30am following worship.  Bring a POTLUCK side 

dish, salad or vegetable.  Tables will compete with their $$ for the best desserts and we'll also have birdhouses (and maybe 

some surprises) for auction as well.  Funds are split between Habitat for Humanity and Living Waters for the World.   
 

DECADENT DESSERTS NEEDED for September 22.  Please contact Debbie Trickey - dtrickey_123@yahoo.com.  We 

love your HOMEMADE delights for our Auction, but welcome all donations!   
 

CIRCLES resume meetings in September. CIRCLE 3 will meet on Monday, September 9th (due to Labor Day) at 11:00am at 

Village Manor. CIRCLE 9 will meet on Monday, September 9th at 11:30am at the home of Donna Meredith (2221 Windrow 

Circle). The TUESDAY EVENING CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, September 10th at 7:00pm.  The WEDNESDAY 

MORNING CIRCLE will meet on Wednesday, September 11th at 9:15am in the youth room.  CIRCLE 6 will meet on 

Wednesday, September 11th at 10:00am at the home of Betty Jo Beard (1420 Euclid Ave.). 
 

ST. JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC CHURCH STAINED GLASS CONCERT SERIES:  Rebecca Baumbach, violin and the 

Early Music City Ensemble and Ken Stein, organ present the finest in Baroque music. Rebecca has shared her wonder violin 

playing with us in worship and as part of our 200th Anniversary Concerts. Tuesday, September 17, 2019 at 6:30pm. Free and 

open to the public. 434 Church Ave., BG, KY. 
 

OTHER NEWS:  
HURRICANE RELIEF EFFORTS are underway by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.  If you would like to contribute to 

help those affected by Hurricane Dorian, please make your check to the church with the note DR000194.  Or you may give 

directly on the web:  https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000194/  

 

BRUSH AND LENS, an exhibit of members, opened July 19 in our church gallery, Fellowship Hall. Artists include Shannon 

Dyche, Myra Dwyer, Doug Humphrey, Linda Leigh, Tim Leigh, Alan Reeves, Sheila Backfisch Reeves, Bud Schlinker, Diane 

Simmons, Gail Smrtic, Peg Truman, and Mark Hendershot with Peg Truman. 
 

T-SHIRTS  We have the following t-shirts available to purchase:  long sleeve size M (1), long sleeve size L (3), and long 

sleeve size XL (2).  Margaret Stein will place one final order for additional shirts; contact her or the front office. 

Margaret_f_stein@hotmail.com or 270-779-2579. 

 

OUR CHURCH PANTRY assisted 108 people in August with food bags. A drawer is located under the lobby stairs for food 

donations, which are greatly appreciated. We can always use canned hearty soups and fruits and vegetables. Please consider 

bringing in canned goods to support this community mission.  THANK YOU to all those who have helped! 
 

NOTE FOR BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS Cheryl will be away on vacation the week of Sept. 30-Oct. 4.  

Announcements for the bulletins of Sunday, Sept. 29 and Oct. 6 will need to be turned in by Wednesday, Sept. 27.           Both 

bulletins will be printed at the same time. Also, please be timely with any announcements or information for the October 

newsletter. That deadline is mid-month.  Thank you! 
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