
 

     

 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

September 4, 2022 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Striking of the Hour 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

           

Prelude                            The Heavens Declare the Glory of God                         B. Marcello                                      

 
All who are able may stand 

Opening Sentences:  (Congregational response in bold) 

Leader:   O God, you know us inside and out; through and through. 
People:   You search for us, and lay your hand upon us.  
Leader:   By your hand, great God, we are fearfully and wonderfully made.  

People:  And all of God’s works are wonderful!                                                        Psalm 139:1-14 

 

Opening Hymn 41               O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!                      LYONS  
First and Third Verses   

O worship the King all-glorious above, O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love: 

our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days, pavilioned in splendor and girded with praise. 
 

The earth, with its store of wonders untold, Almighty, your power has founded of old; 

established it fast by a changeless decree, and round it has cast, like a mantle, the sea. 
 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

God of all, the Psalm reminds us that you cared for us even before you gave us life. 

Indeed, we are wonderfully made, not for our own sakes, but for devotion and service  

to you. Still, we admit that our sin separates us from your love. Our failings twist our 

lives into shapes that do not reflect your glory. We pray to be forgiven. Give us time to 

amend our living.  And then, count us as restored souls, ready to fulfill the purposes you 

planned for us when you created us. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.  
A period of silence is observed for personal confession 

 

For young 

worshipers: Our 

parents loved us 

before we were 

born, and so does 

God! In Psalm 139, 

we read that God  

made us, and that 

we are wonderfully 

made. 

Don’t forget this. 

You are loved more 

than you know. 

  

 

 

 

 

Worship begins 

with the faithful 

giving thanks. 

 

What on earth are 

you doing here, for 

heaven’s sake? 



 

Declaration of Good News 
 

Response Hymn 28                    You Are Before Me, Lord            SURSUM CORDA (Smith) 
 Choir Sings First Verse, The Congregation Joins, Singing: 

 

Search me, O God; search me and know my heart; 

 try me O God; my mind and spir-it try;  

keep me from an-y path that gives you pain,  

and lead me in the ev-er-last-ing way. 
 

Passing of the Peace   
As we greet the Lord, we greet one another in His name. 

 

Time with Young Disciples 
 

Hearing the Word 
 

All Sit 

Prayer for Illumination  

 

Psaltery Reading  (Congregational Responses in bold)                                 Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
           The Lord’s Deep Personal Knowledge of the Psalmist 

 

O Lord, you have searched me out and known me : you know when I sit or when I stand,   

you comprehend my thoughts long before.                                         
You discern my path and the places where I rest : you are acquainted with all my ways. 

For there is not a word on my tongue : but you, Lord, know it altogether. 

You have encompassed me behind and before : and have laid your hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me : so high that I cannot endure it. 

Where shall I go from your spirit : or where shall I flee from your presence? 

I will praise you, for you are to be feared : fearful are your acts, and wonderful your works. 

You knew my soul, and my bones were not hidden from you : when I was formed in 

secret, and woven in the depths of the earth. 

Your eyes saw my limbs when they were yet imperfect : and in your book were all my 

members written; 

Day by day they were fashioned : and not one was late in growing. 

How deep are your thoughts to me, O God : and how great is the sum of them! 

Were I to count them, they are more in number than the sand : were I to come to the end,  

I would still be with you. 
 

Anthem                      Give Me Jesus                     African American Spiritual/arr. David Cherwien 
                                 Darcy Merriman, tenor 
                 

All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                                                              Luke 14:1, 25-33 
Large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them, “Whoever comes to me 

and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life 

itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my 

disciple. Which of you, in building a tower, doesn’t first sit down and estimate the 

cost? Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin 

to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’  

Or what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider 

whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with twenty 

thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for 

the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all 

your possessions.  
 

All Sit 

Sermon                                      Terms of Peace—With God                     Matthew Covington 

Hard sayings about 

commitment, 

devotion, and 

discipleship.  

Will you live in 

such a way as to  

be prepared for life 

in the kingdom  

of God? 

A testimony about 

God’s limitless 

capacity to know 

and love. 



 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand  

                                           Response Hymn 22                        God of the Sparrow                                           ROEDER 
                                      All Verses 

God of the sparrow God of the whale God of the swirling stars 

How does the creature say Awe; How does the creature say Praise 
 

God of the earthquake God of the storm God of the trumpet blast 

How does the creature cry Woe; How does the creature cry Save 

 

God of the rainbow God of the cross God of the empty grave 

How does the creature say Grace; How does the creature say Thanks 

 

God of the hungry God of the sick God of the prodigal 

How does the creature say Care; How does the creature say Life 

 

God of the neighbor God of the foe God of the pruning hook 

How does the creature say Love; How does the creature say Peace 

 

God of the ages God near at hand God of the loving heart 

How do your children say Joy; How do your children say Home 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                            The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe 1in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in 2Jesus 

Christ, His only Son, our Lord: Who was 3conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the  

virgin Mary, 4suffered under Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He 5descended 

into hell.  The third day He arose again from the dead; 6He ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 7he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the 8Holy Ghost; the 9holy catholic 

church; the communion of saints; 10the forgiveness of sins; 11the resurrection of the 

body; and 12the life everlasting. 
 

All Sit 

Offering  
 

Offertory                          There Is a Season                             Berta Poorman and Sonja Poorman 
                                                                              Jeramiah Simpson, baritone 

 

All Stand  

Doxology 
     Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

     Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

     Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

     Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 

Prayer of Dedication 
 

Sealing the Word in the Sacrament 
 

All Sit 

The Lord’s Supper 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Buck in a Basket 

for September will 

help to support the 

college scholarship 

fund. 

The term  

“Apostles’ Creed” 

was first used about 

390 A.D. and refers 

to the belief that the 

12 apostles each 

contributed one 

article to the 

statement. These  

12 are numbered. 

The precise 

attribution to each 

Apostle has never 

has been agreed 

upon. 



 

 

The Communion of the People 
Coming forward for communion symbolizes our response to God’s gift. Come down the center aisle 

to receive, and return to your seat by the side aisles. 

 

Music at Communion                   I Come, O Savior, to Your Table                     Mark Sedio 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

                           Bearing the Word into the Created World 
 

All Stand 

Closing Hymn 32                 I Sing the Mighty Power of God                         ELLACOMBE 
First Verse Only 

I sing the mighty power of God that made the mountains rise,  

that spread the flowing seas abroad and built the lofty skies.  

I sing the wisdom that ordained the sun to rule the day.  

The moon shines full at his command, and all the stars obey.  
 

Benediction     
  
Postlude                                            Voluntary VI                                                John Stanley                              

************************************************************************** 
 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! 
WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us!  

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please email  

our church office: info@bgpres.org or visit our website: www.bgpres.org 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •   www.bgpres.org 

 
 

Elders: Class of 2023-Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan,                 

Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, Julia 

Roberts, Julie Wedge   Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette Parkerson, Judy Whitson; Class of 2024 Trudy 

Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of 2025-Craig Long, Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, 

Fred Trickey 

 
 
O ur church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Mike Kanan, Frederica Kernohan, J ean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, 
Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bobby R abold, Bud S chlinker, and Debbie Trickey, Larry 
Warden.                                     O ur church Deacons: Trudy Burkeen, Rob Byrd, J udy C lark, Kim Ferguson, C athey G reen, 
Evan G oad, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett,  Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, C atherine Reber, S usan Thomison 
and J udy Whitson.  
 

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our 

website (below) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from 

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code. https://bgpres.org/give 

mailto:info@bgpres.org
http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

 

                          The Presbyterian Church Staff  

 

Announcements 
 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

USHERS: The Kernohan and Hines families 

LAY READER:  Tim Leigh 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Madeline Miller,  

                   Hailey Goodwin, Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY September 11:  Jeremiah 4:11–12, 22–28; Psalm 14; 1 Timothy 1:12–17; Luke 15:1–10. 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week will be Linda Leigh and Fred Trickey. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our 

congregation. You may contact them through the church office: 270-843-4707. 
 

THE CHURCH OFFICE will close on Monday, September 5 in observance of Labor Day. 
 

TODAY:  

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE MEMBER Darcy Merriman, from Cynthiana, Kentucky, is a Junior Music Education major 

at Western Kentucky University. A voice student of Dr. Wayne Pope, Darcy is a member of the select WKU Chorale, has sung 

the role of Bastien with WKU Opera and is an active member of a member of Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia music fraternity. He has 

completed a full year as our CE tenor and we are glad to welcome him back for the upcoming academic year. Thank you, Darcy, 

for enriching our worship. 
 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE MEMBER Jeremiah Simpson, from Bowling Green, Kentucky, is a Junior Bachelor of Arts 

in Music major at Western Kentucky University. A voice student of Dr. Wayne Pope, Jeremiah is a member of the select 

WKU Chorale. He played the roles of Mr. March and The Knight in WKU’s recent production of Little 

Women. Jeremiah came in for some special services to augment the CE. We liked him so much we couldn’t turn him loose. 

We are glad to welcome him back for the upcoming academic year. Thank you, Jeremiah, for enriching our worship. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES HAVE RESUMED at 9:00am.  Class offerings will include: 

Coffee and Conversation Class – will be reading Liturgy of the Ordinary: Sacred Practices in Everyday Life by  

Tish Harrison Warren. 

The Chosen - Fellowship Hall at 9-10:15am.   

Coming soon: The Floyd Hays Ellis Class has a new class at Cecelia Memorial Church, using The Present Word  

curriculum (which the Ellis Class had been previously using). Class at 9:00am, start date tba. 

Youth Class – in the Youth Suite on the 2nd floor 

Preschool and Children’s classes – downstairs 
 

THE YOUTH GROUP will not be meeting tonight due to the holiday. 

 
 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope  

Youth Ministries David Clarke 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music Director                                           

Kimberly Watkins 

Emily Chambers 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Sunday Sexton                      Sara Parkerson 

  

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, September 4 

      8:30 a.m.       Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.    Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.     Worship  

    Monday, September 5  
                              Office Closed – Labor Day 

         9:00 a.m.    GOD/DOG is Love  

    Tuesday, September 6 
         9:30 a.m.       Chair Yoga 

         11:00 a.m.     Special Care 

         2:00 p.m.       Staff Meeting 

         7:00 p.m.       Deacons 

    Wednesday, September 7 

         7:00 a.m.     Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         5:00 p.m.       Chancel Choir 

    Thursday, September 8    
         4:30 p.m.       Art Reception 

         7:00 p.m.       Neighborhood Group 

    Friday, September 9 

         7:30 a.m.    Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

     

 
 

 

 
    
    
    
    
   

   
 
  
  
       

 
 

      

 



 

 

SMALL GROUPS   We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering of folks that visit, laugh, learn, serve, pray 

and grow spiritually. You can join a Small Group at any time during the year and now is an especially good time as we rally 

back together for the new church year and new school year.  We have a variety of Small Groups and look forward to having 

more.  Currently the following Small Groups are meeting and would welcome new members: 

God/Dog is Love (Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park, Contact Debbie Morse) 

Chair Yoga (Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen) 

Breakfast Group (Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix) 

Men’s Breakfast Group (Fridays, 7 a.m. at Lisa’s 5th Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh) 

Neighborhood Group (1st Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home, Contact Julia Roberts) 

The Bible and Bees (Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington) 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (Contact Donna Meredith.) 

Eating Out (Starting soon, Fridays and Sundays, Contact Mary Evans) 

Do you have an idea for a new Small Group?  Talk to Matthew Covington, David Clarke, Tim Leigh, Pamela Napier,                   

or Mary Evans and they will help make it happen! 
 

COMING UP:  

ART RECEPTION  A closing reception will be held for Andee Rudloff on Thursday, September 8th from 4:30 to 

6:00.  Andee’s exhibit in our Fellowship Hall has given us a unique and rare view into the thinking behind the exceptional 

murals on walls of schools, restaurant, and other community places.  Come enjoy her on September 8th.  She’s a delight! 
 

HOTEL, INC is holding its annual Farm to Table Dinner on September 10 at 6:00 p.m.  The dinner will be held at the new 

and beautiful Tayvin Gardens in Smiths Grove.  Chef Brittany Vincent is preparing a delicious four course KY. Proud 

dinner.  For more information contact hotelincbg.com/dinner. 
 

CHILDREN’S MUSIC has moved its start date due to the Labor Day holiday weekend. Beginning on September 11, 

Children's Choir will begin at 9:15-9:45, to be followed by Godly Play Sunday School from 9:46-10:20.  
 

INTRODUCING Emily Chambers as our new Children’s Music Director: A Senior Music Education major at Western 

Kentucky University, Emily Chambers is from Leitchfield, Kentucky. Emily teaches violin in the WKU Pre-college Strings 

Program. This fall she will be teaching the Early Childhood Music Classes for them as well. We welcome Emily and appreciate 

her for the sharing her talents and skills with us and our children. The Children’s Choir will gather on Sunday, September 11th 

at 9:15am (please note the date/time change).  
 

OTHER NEWS:  

OFFICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  Cheryl will be away on vacation the week of September 19-23, and we are seeking 

volunteers to help in the office with greeting folks and answering the phone. If you’d like to help for part of a day, please call 

the church office at 270-843-4707, or email us at info@bgpres.org.  Thank you! 
 

WE ARE IN SEARCH OF LAY READERS  A signup has been created online for upcoming lay readers. If you are willing 

to serve on one Sunday, please visit this link and sign up for a date. Lay reader information will be emailed on the Friday prior 

to the date. https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader   Thank you to all who have signed up to read. 

 

 
 

 

  

 

We extend our sympathy to Andee Rudloff and her family for the death of her mother 

Rita Rudloff, who died August 29, 2022. 

http://hotelincbg.com/dinner
mailto:info@bgpres.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader

