
 

 

                                                                                                                      

                  Justice 
 

 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

September 26, 2021 
 

 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Chiming the Hour 
 

Welcome and Opening Prayer 
   

Prelude                                                        Aria                                                  Craig Phillips           
 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship 
   The Spirit of the Lord was upon Jesus. 

   To announce good news to the poor. 
   God sent Jesus 

   To give the over-burdened their release. 

   Jesus opened people’s eyes, 

   And told the oppressed that they had been set free. 

   Jesus proclaimed the Lord’s favor, 

   As if the end time had come, and all God’s work had been done. 
Adapted from Luke 4:18-19 

 

 

 

There is a consistent 

theme throughout the 

ministry of Jesus,  

and we see this 

serving as a 

foundation for the 

ministry and growth 

of the early church. 

While Jesus spent 

much of his time 

teaching, his  

teaching was always 

connected to  

meeting the needs of 

the most vulnerable, 

the marginalized,  

the outcast. 
 

+Ralph Watkins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is no wonder  

that Jesus’ ministry 

was popular with  

the poor, the 

discouraged, the 

weak, and the 

afflicted. 



 

 

Opening Hymn 82                Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                         HYFRYDOL 
                                                                     

Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; 

from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee. 

Israel's strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; 

dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart. 
 

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king, 

born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. 

By thine own eternal spirit rule in all our hearts alone; 

by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession (unison) 

Lord, open us up to the fullness of your love. Correct us when we are unloving.  

Show us the wideness of your mercy. Change our hearts when we are merciless. 

Give us grace upon grace. Let us be generous with each other, too. 

Gather us in, safe and secure. Then, send us out to serve. 

Protect us from your judgement. Forgive us of our sins. 

This we pray, in the name of Christ our savior.  Amen. 

(A silence is kept) 

 

Response Hymn                               Lord Have Mercy                                                KYRIE  
                                                                       

Lord, have mercy upon us; 

Christ have mercy upon us; 

Lord have mercy upon us. 
                                        

Declaration of Good News 

 

Passing of the Peace  

As comfortable, with words and gestures, we share signs of peace and reconciliation. 
 

Time with Young Disciples        
 

Hearing the Word 

 

All sit 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Reading from Acts                                                                                                  Acts 6:1-7 

A lot of people were now becoming followers of the Lord. But some of the ones who spoke 

Greek started complaining about the ones who spoke Aramaic. They complained that the 

Greek-speaking widows were not given their share when the food supplies were handed out 

each day. The twelve apostles called the whole group of followers together and said, “We 

should not give up preaching God’s message in order to serve at tables. My friends, choose 

seven people who are respected and wise and filled with God’s Spirit. We will put them in 

charge of these things. We can spend our time praying and serving God by preaching.” This 

suggestion pleased everyone, and they chose Stephen, and six others. These seven were 

brought to the apostles. Then the apostles prayed and placed their hands on them to show 

that they had been chosen to do this work. God’s message spread, and many more people  

in Jerusalem became followers. Even a large number of priests put their faith in the Lord. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                       

Anthem                                      You Are the Salt and the Light                      Pepper Choplin                  

 

How often our 

confession is that 

God is good, but 

we have not been 

good ourselves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stephen and the 

other six were the 

first deacons in  

the church. 

The ministry of 

compassion and 

the proclamation 

of the gospel 

message go  

hand-in-hand. 



 

 

 

Gospel Reading                               Luke 4:16-21 

Jesus went back to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and as usual he went to the  

meeting place on the Sabbath. When he stood up to read from the Scriptures, he was given 

the book of Isaiah the prophet. He opened it and read, 

“The Lord’s Spirit has come to me, 

because he has chosen me 

to tell the good news to the poor. 

The Lord has sent me to announce freedom for prisoners, 

to give sight to the blind, 

to free everyone who suffers, 

and to say, ‘This is the year the Lord has chosen.’”  
 

Jesus closed the book, then handed it back to the man in charge and sat down. Everyone in 

the meeting place looked straight at Jesus. Then Jesus said to them, “What you have just 

heard me read has come true today.” 

                                                                                        
                                                 Sermon Series on the 8 Habits of Evangelism 

Sermon                                          Justice                    Matthew Covington 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 757         Today We All Are Called to be Disciples                 KINGSFOLD 
                                                                         First and Last Verses 
 

Today we are all called to be disciples of the Lord, 

to help to set the captive free, make plow-share out of sword, 

to feed the hungry, quench their thirst, make love and peace our fast, 

to serve the poor and homeless first, our ease and comfort last. 

 

May we in service to our God act out the living word, 

and walk the road the saints have trod till all have seen and heard. 

As stewards of the earth may we give thanks in one accord 

to God who calls us all to be disciples of the Lord. 

 

Affirmation of Faith (Unison)                  A Declaration of Faith (8.2) 

God sent his Son to proclaim release to those who are bound, to announce that God's 

promised kingdom is at hand, to urge everyone to repent and believe the good news. 

The Lord is moving toward the time when the glorious liberty of the children of God 

will be manifest throughout the whole creation. We testify God is at work here and 

now when people obey Christ's commission to witness to him and make disciples of all 

nations, when they spread the good news by their words and embody it in their lives. 
 

All Sit 

Prayers of the People  
     

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 765               May the God of Hope Go with Us                   ARGENTINA 
 

May the God of hope go with us every day, 

filling all our lives with love and joy and peace. 

May the God of justice speed us on our way, 

bringing light and hope to every land and race. 

 

Praying, let us work for peace, 

singing, share our joy with all, 

Working for a world that's new, 

faithful when we hear Christ's call. 

 

Benediction 

                                                                             

Postlude                                               Canzonet III                                          Raymond Haan             

************************************************************************** 
                                          

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us!  

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests,  

please email our church office.    www.bgpres.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 
 

 

 

Donate Online:  

The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 

also scan the QR code, right.  

https://bgpres.org/give 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Mike Kanan, Frederica Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan 

Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bobby Rabold, Bud Schlinker, and Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden.                                     

Our church Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Trudy Burkeen, Rob Byrd, Judy Clark, Kim Ferguson, Evan Goad, Kathleen 

Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Kathy Higgins, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Catherine 

Reber, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

 

                       The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 
 

 

USHERS:  The Kernohan and Hudson families 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arniethetutor42@gmail.com  

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke 

LAY READER:  Debbie Morse 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, soprano; Megan Healey, alto; Darcy Merriman, tenor; Chris Muller, bass 
 

 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, October 3:  Job 1:1; 2:1–10; Psalm 26; Hebrews 1:1–4; 2:5–12; Mark 10:2–16. 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week is David Muffett. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You may 

contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
  

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THE YOUNG WOMEN IN THIS YEAR'S CONFIRMATION CLASS. They 

are: Madeline Davenport, Laura Parkerson, Cary Beth Bowen, and Claire Ellington. 

 

THE 8 HABITS OF EVANGELISM ARE: Worship, Generosity, Justice, Radical Welcome, the Sacraments, Teaching, 

Prayer, and Fellowship. 
 

NEXT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3rd, IS WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY. We especially consider the worldwide stretch 

of the body of Christ (the church) on this day. 
 

TODAY: 

CONFIRMATION CLASS MEETS THIS AFTERNOON.  We continue our journey together and will explore God's 

faithfulness to our congregation.  Thank you for continuing to keep the class in your prayers (Claire Ellington, Cary Beth 

Bowen, Laura Parkerson and Maddie Davenport).   
 

BUCK IN A BASKET FOR SEPTEMBER benefits Manna Mart.  An arm of HOTEL, INC, Manna Mart offers the 

opportunity to 'shop' for groceries, giving those needing help the ability to choose what they want/need.  And they can take 

items we can't (glass bottles, big containers etc).  Please put your gift in the basket provided, or mark your check - BiB-

September/Manna Mart.   
 

 

 

 

Pastor  
Organist, Pastoral Assistant 
Choir Director 
Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 
Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 
Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministries David Clarke 
Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 
Treasurer Steve Moore 
Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 
Director, Preschool Learning Center 
Director of Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 
Lacy Magre 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  
Clerk of Session                                  Tim Leigh 

 

Calendar 
 

Sunday, September 26 

8:30 a.m.   Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.  Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.      Worship     

3:30 p.m.   Confirmation class 

5:00 p.m.  Youth Group 

   Monday, September 27 

5:00 p.m.    Round Table Pulpit (Zoom)   

Tuesday, September 28 
    9:30 a.m.  Chair Yoga   

        11:00 a.m.  Special Care 

    Wednesday, September 29 

    5:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir    

     

 

mailto:arniethetutor42@gmail.com


 

 

 

COMING UP: 

ON OCTOBER 3 we will collect the Peace & Global Witness Offering (formerly Peacemaking).  25% stays with our 

congregation for our efforts in Peacemaking.  25% is used by the Presbytery for their efforts in peace and reconciliation and 

the remainder is used by the PC(U.S.A.) for working to end violence, promote peace and justice around the world.  Envelopes 

will be in the bulletin or you may mark your check ‘PGW’ or “peacemaking.”  Thank you for your generosity in helping 

Christ’s message of love spread around the world!   
 

CHRISTMAS MARKET VENDORS SOUGHT! We are accepting applications for Market Vendors - 

https://bgpres.org/serve/christmas-market for our December 4 event.  We are limiting the number so we can be more spaced 

out.  First come first served with a waiting list as needed.  $25 benefits Habitat for Humanity (and can be paid online - 

https://app.clovergive.com/app/giving/clodo-bgpresdonate - select Christmas Market and give $25).  Don't need a full 

table?  Pay $15 for half.  We will also accept donations of handmade items for our Church Table.  Volunteer sign up coming 

soon also (and will be somewhat different than before with fewer volunteers needed)!   
 

SMALL GROUPS are a great opportunity for growing in fellowship and faith!  We have a number available and always 

willing to begin new ones!  https://bgpres.org/grow/small-groups  Check out what is available and whom to contact.  Don't see 

what you might like?  Contact Mary Evans, Chair of our Small Group Task Force.  We want to help you launch!   
 

OTHER NEWS: 

MASKS please, as we follow the CDC recommendations.  This is for the protection of our children, who cannot yet be 

vaccinated, but also for those who have other health concerns.  Let us show our love and concern by wearing a mask inside the 

building at all times.  Masks are always available in the 10th Ave Lobby.  To continue to have safe gatherings inside, everyone 

should wear a mask. We want to be able to stay open for faith formation and other activities!   
 

GLOVES WITH LOVE will be returning soon. We will begin collecting gloves, hats, scarves, socks and underwear for ALL 

ages in October (look for the bin in the Lobby).  Socks/underwear MUST be new.  We can also take warm clothing items for 

children particularly.   
 

WE HAVE A CHALLENGE TO MEET. THIS YEAR'S BUDGET IS BALANCED; NEXT YEAR IT MAY NOT 

BE. The Finance Ministry anticipates that the church's expenses for 2022 will exceed income by $114,000 unless giving is 

increased. Let's rise to the occasion. 

 

https://bgpres.org/serve/christmas-market
https://app.clovergive.com/app/giving/clodo-bgpresdonate
https://bgpres.org/grow/small-groups

