
                                                                 

 

                            
     There was a rich man, who wore fine clothes and feasted. At his gate lay  

Lazarus, a poor man, full of sores, who desired to be fed with whatever  

fell from the rich man’s table.                                                                LUKE 16:20 

  

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  L o rd ’ s  Da y  
 

September 25, 2022 
 

 
 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

 

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome and Announcements  

           

Prelude                                     Deo Gracias – a Hymn of Praise                           Mark Sedio     

                  
All who are able may stand 

Opening Sentences:  (Congregational response in bold) 

Leader: You who live in the shelter of Almighty God, will be blessed to say: 
People: My refuge, my sanctuary is God, in whom I trust!  

Leader:   Under God’s wings is safety. God is our shield. 

People:  To God alone be all glory and honor, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn 43     You Who Dwell in the Shelter of the Lord        ON EAGLES’ WINGS  
                                                               First Verse and Refrain 
 

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, who abide in his shadow for life, 

say to the Lord: "My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!" 

 

And he will raise you up on eagle's wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, 

make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of his hand. 

 

 

 

One man has 

everything. The 

other man has 

nothing. The rich 

man is about to eat 

a bird, maybe a 

chicken. There is 

also a bird on the 

branch over the 

poor man. What 

does that bird think 

about the rich 

man’s meal?  

 



 

 

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Lord, we want to rest in the shadow of your love. We want to take shelter under your 

protection. We accept the responsibility of living righteous lives. And yet, our confession        

is always the same:  We have missed the mark. We have let temptations overtake us.           

We have lived by our own standards, and neglected your commands.  

We have reasons for what we have done. Often, we are only trying to make the best life for 

our families and ourselves. We are fulfilling obligations. We are chasing achievement.  

Now we cry for your help. We ask to be forgiven; and we ask for the gift of clearer eyes         

to see what we can think, and say, and do—in reflection of your glory. 

Redirect our lives, that we may follow Jesus. Amen. 
A period of silence is observed for personal confession 

 

Declaration of Good News 

 

                                    Response Hymn                    Within Your Shelter, Loving God                                   McKEE 
 

With-in your shelter, lov-ing God, my ref-uge and my tower,  

I safe-ly walk by day and night be-neath your guid-ing power. 

Be-cause I trust in you a-lone, no e-vil shall come near. 

The strong de-fend-er of my home, with you I have no fear. 

 

Passing of the Peace   
As we greet the Lord, we greet one another in His name. 

 

Hearing the Word 
 

All Sit 

Prayer for Illumination  

 

The Psaltery                                                                                        Psalm 91:15-16  

                     God the Refuge and Protector 

We live within the shadow of the Almighty, sheltered by the God who is above all gods.  

I declare, he alone is my refuge, my place of safety; he is my God, and I am trusting 

him. The Lord rescues you from every trap and protects you from the fatal plague. God 

will shield you with his wings! They will shelter you. His faithful promises are your 

armor. You don’t need to be afraid of the dark anymore, nor fear the dangers of the 

day; nor dread the plagues of darkness, nor disasters in the morning.  

The Lord says, “Because he loves me, I will rescue him; I will make him great 

because he trusts in my name. When he calls on me, I will answer; I will be with him in 

trouble and rescue him and honor him. I will satisfy him with a full life and give him 

my salvation.” 

 

Anthem                                             Go and Tell John                                     Lloyd Pfautsch 

                  

                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A statement of 

audacious strength, 

like that of 

Romans 8:38-39 

“nothing shall 

separate us from 

the love of Christ.” 

  

  



        

 
All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                  Luke 16:19-31 
                                                                         Outside the Gate 
 

“There was a certain rich man,” Jesus said, “who was splendidly clothed and lived each day 

in mirth and luxury.  One day Lazarus, a diseased beggar, was laid at his door.  As he lay 

there longing for scraps from the rich man’s table, the dogs would come and lick his open 

sores.  Finally the beggar died and was carried by the angels to be with Abraham in the place 

of the righteous dead. The rich man also died and was buried, and his soul went into 

hell. There, in torment, he saw Lazarus in the far distance with Abraham. 
 

‘Father Abraham,’ he shouted, ‘have some pity! Send Lazarus over here if only to dip the  

tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in these flames.’ “But 

Abraham said to him, ‘Son, remember that during your lifetime you had everything you 

wanted, and Lazarus had nothing. So now he is here being comforted and you are in 

anguish.  And besides, there is a great chasm separating us, and anyone wanting to come to 

you from here is stopped at its edge; and no one over there can cross to us.’  
 

Then the rich man said, ‘O Father Abraham, then please send him to my father’s home—  

for I have five brothers—to warn them about this place of torment lest they come here when 

they die.’ But Abraham said, ‘The Scriptures have warned them again and again. Your 

brothers can read them any time they want to.’ The rich man replied, ‘No, Father Abraham, 

they won’t bother to read them. But if someone is sent to them from the dead, then they will 

turn from their sins.’ But Abraham said, ‘If they won’t listen to Moses and the prophets, 

they won’t listen even though someone rises from the dead.’ 

 
All Sit 

Sermon                                        Lazarus and Dives                              Matthew Covington  

 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand   

Hymn 163                          Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice                  ABERYSTWYTH 
First and Second Verses Only 

Wild and lone the prophet's voice echoes through the desert still, 

calling us to make a choice, bidding us to do God's will: 

"Turn from sin and be baptized; cleanse your heart and mind and soul. 

Quitting all the sins you prized, yield your life to God's control." 
 

"Bear the fruit repentance sows:  lives of justice, truth, and love. 

Trust no other claim than those; set your heart on things above. 

Soon the Lord will come in power, burning clean the threshing floor: 

then will flames the chaff devour; wheat alone shall fill God's store." 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                   A Brief Statement of Faith (selected lines)    
       In life and in death we belong to God. 

    Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship 

and serve.  

In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all 

families of the earth. 

      Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage. 

      Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.  

      Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome  

the prodigal home, 

      God is faithful still.       

 

God’s love 

upholds us in  

our striving to be 

God’s faithful 

people. 

  

Most of Jesus’ 

followers would 

have identified 

with poor Lazarus. 

  

  



 

 
All Sit                    

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Offertory                                        Jesus, Lover of My Soul                                 Joseph Parry 

                                                      Tune:  ABERYSTWYTH                     

 
All Stand 

Doxology                                                                                                        Hymnal page 592 

 

Prayer of Dedication  
 

Bearing the Word into the Created World 
 

Hymn 816            If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee      WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT 
                                                             First Verse Only 

If thou but trust in God to guide thee, with hopeful heart through all thy ways,  

God will give strength, whate'er betide thee, to bear thee through the evil days. 

Who trusts in God's unchanging love builds on the rock that nought can move. 
 

Benediction  

 

Postlude                  Praise the Lord With the Sound of the Trumpet            Douglas Wagner 

************************************************************************** 

 
 

WELCOME VISITORS! 
WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us!  

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please email  

our church office: info@bgpres.org or visit our website: www.bgpres.org 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •   www.bgpres.org 

 

Elders: Class of 2023-Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan,                 

Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, Julia 

Roberts, Julie Wedge   Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette Parkerson, Judy Whitson; Class of 2024 Trudy 

Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of 2025-Craig Long, Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, 

Fred Trickey 

 
 
O ur church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Mike Kanan, Frederica Kernohan, J ean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, 
Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bobby R abold, Bud S chlinker, and Debbie Trickey, Larry 
Warden.                                     O ur church Deacons: Trudy Burkeen, Rob Byrd, J udy C lark, Kim Ferguson, C athey G reen, 
Evan G oad, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett,  Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, C atherine Reber, S usan Thomison 
and J udy Whitson.  
 

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our 

website (below) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from 

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code. https://bgpres.org/give 

mailto:info@bgpres.org
http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

 

 

                         The Presbyterian Church Staff  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 
 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

USHERS: The Kernohan and Hines families 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Madeline Miller, Hailey Goodwin, Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY October 2:  Lamentations 1:1–6; Lamentations 3:19–26 or Psalm 137; 2 Timothy 1:1–14; 

Luke 17:5–10.  
 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week will be Annette Parkerson. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. 

You may contact them through the church office: 270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY:  

SAFE SANCTUARY TRAINING We are very intentional about protecting our children. There will be a child-safety training 

session today Sunday, September 25, following worship. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES HAVE RESUMED at 9:00am.  Class offerings will include: 

Coffee and Conversation Class – We have started a new book this fall, “The Case for Christ” by Lee Strobel. All are 

welcome! 

The Chosen - this class will continue in our Fellowship Hall at 9-10:15am.   

Coming soon: The Floyd Hays Ellis Class has a new class at Cecelia Memorial Church.  

Class at 9:00am, start date tba. 

Youth Class – in the Youth Suite on the 2nd floor 

Preschool and Children’s classes – downstairs 
 

CHILDREN’S MUSIC Our Children's Choir practice meets at 9:15-9:45 on Sunday mornings, to be followed by Godly Play 

Sunday School from 9:46-10:20. Emily Chambers is leading the group.  
 

 

 

 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope  

Youth Ministries David Clarke 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music Director                                           

Kimberly Watkins 

Emily Chambers 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Sunday Sexton                      Sara Parkerson 

  

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, September 25 
      8:30 a.m.       Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.    Sunday School 

9:15 a.m.       Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.     Worship  

11:30 a.m.     Safe Sanctuary Training 

5:00 p.m.       Youth Group 

    Monday, September 26                    
         9:00 a.m.    GOD/DOG is Love  

    Tuesday, September 27 
         9:30 a.m.       Chair Yoga 

         11:00 a.m.     Special Care 

         11:30 a.m.     Lions’ Club meeting 

         2:00 p.m.       Staff Meeting 

    Wednesday, September 28 

         7:00 a.m.     Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         5:00 p.m.       Chancel Choir 

    Friday, September 30 

         7:30 a.m.    Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

     

 

 

 

 
    
    
    
    
   

   
 
  
  
       

 
 

      

 



 

 

 

 

SMALL GROUPS   We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering of folks that visit, laugh, learn, serve, pray 

and grow spiritually. You can join a Small Group at any time during the year and now is an especially good time as we rally 

back together for the new church year and new school year.  We have a variety of Small Groups and look forward to having 

more.  Currently the following Small Groups are meeting and would welcome new members: 

God/Dog is Love (Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park, Contact Debbie Morse) 

Chair Yoga (Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen) 

Breakfast Group (Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix) 

Men’s Breakfast Group (Fridays, 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5th Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh) 

Neighborhood Group (1st Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home, Contact Julia Roberts) 

The Bible and Bees (Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington) 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (Contact Donna Meredith.) 

Eating Out (Starting soon, Fridays and Sundays, Contact Mary Evans) 

Do you have an idea for a new Small Group?  Talk to Matthew Covington, David Clarke, Tim Leigh, Pamela Napier,                   

or Mary Evans and they will help make it happen! 
 

COMING UP:  

CONCERT Sunset Jazz featuring Jazz West – October 1st in Bowling Green, Kentucky (5:30-7:30pm) at the SoKY 

Market Place. Jazz West - The concept: 5 musicians, all from or living in the region of Western Kentucky who’ve played 

together for years in various combinations now assemble as a quintet. Sharing like values in taste, appreciation and preservation 

for jazz music is the core to this collective but their individuality brings a spicy mix to the group. So bring some friends and 

let’s sample some jazz burgoo during the evening of October 1st in Bowling Green, Kentucky (5:30-7:30pm) at SoKY 

Marketplace and experience Jazz West (Marshall Scott, trumpet; Jim Long, sax; Ryan Jones, piano; Wayne Pope, bass/vocals; 

Dean Hughes, drums; special guest vocalist Beth Pope) in Sunset Jazz! Sponsored by The Presbyterian Church of Bowling 

Green (Free and open to the public) Food and beverage trucks on site. Tables and chairs on site or bring your favorite lawns 

chair. Special thanks to Tim Leigh for his extensive work in organization, promotion and logistics for this outreach concert.  
 

WORSHIP IS ALWAYS EVOLVING to connect the people of every age with God of All the Ages. On fifth Sundays of the 

month (the next one is October 30), we will conduct worship in differently creative ways to help us stretch our experiences of 

prayer and praise. 
 

OTHER NEWS:  

CURRENT ART EXHIBIT  The artists of Pushins Studio invite everyone to visit their exhibit in the church fellowship 

hall.  The artists are Terry Wilson, Laura McGee, Jenny Lowe, and Myra Dwyer.  Pushins Studio is up a long flight of outside 

stairs in the Former Pushins department store at the corner of Main and College streets.  Our church is pleased to offer exhibit 

space to these fine local artists. The exhibit will run from September 16-October 13. 

 

CALLING ALL KNITTERS AND CROCHETERS! If you are interested in sharing your talents with our Prayer Shawl 

Ministry, please reach out to Margaret Stein at 270-779-2579 or margaret_f_stein@hotmail.com. The completed prayer shawls 

will be delivered to members of our congregation by the Deacons. 
 

LAY READERS needed!  A signup is online for upcoming lay readers. If you are willing to serve on one Sunday, please                 

visit this link and sign up for a date. Lay reader information will be emailed on the Friday prior to the date. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader   Thank you to all who have signed up to read. 

 

 

mailto:margaret_f_stein@hotmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader

