
 

                        
 

     SUMMONING HIS MASTER’S DEBTORS, HE SAID TO THE FIRST, “HOW  

MUCH DO YOU OWE?” HE SAID, “A HUNDRED MEASURES.” AND HE SAID,  

“TAKE YOUR BILL AND WRITE FIFTY.” THEN, TO ANOTHER, HE SAID, “TAKE  

YOUR BILL AND WRITE EIGHTY…” THE CHILDREN OF THIS WORLD ARE MORE  

SHREWD THAN THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT.                                              LUKE 16:5-8 

  

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  L o rd ’ s  Da y  
 

September 22, 2019 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Gathering Music                                                                                           
 

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome    

           

Prelude                                Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word                  Robert Powell 

                                                 Partita 
 

All who are able may stand 

Opening Sentences:  (Congregational response in bold) 

Leader: The people who heard Jesus were often disarmed and confused by what he taught. 
People: What shall I do, if I am unworthy of the Lord?  

Leader:   I am not strong enough to dig, and I am too ashamed to beg.  

People:  Let me try harder. Even: Let me do whatever is necessary, that I may belong and  

               not be lost; that I may continue on the way to the kingdom, and not be left out. 
 

 

We like to think of 

a solid faith being a 

simple faith. But 

Christians need not 

be naïve. 

It may be 

important, at times, 

to apply worldly 

shrewdness to our 

pursuit of kingdom 

values.  

 

 

 

 

I say, make favor 

for yourselves by 

any way you  

know how.  

Get ready to  

really live, not  

just complacently 

get by!  



 

 

Opening Hymn 299                      You Servants Of God                                        HANOVER 
                                                                 First and Last Verses Only 

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Lord, because we are confused and selfish, the temptations of the world look bright to us, 

and we are lured in directions that surprise and shame us. We devote ourselves to minor 

things, and so, fall short of your glory. In our work, and in our play, we pursue idols and 

neglect worship.  

We ask now to be forgiven. 

Correct our confusions! Curb our selfishness! Redirect our lives, that we may follow Jesus, 

who alone is able to save us, who alone is worthy of our worship. Amen. 
A period of silence is observed for personal confession 

 

Declaration of Good News 

 

                                    Response Hymn 697                             Take My Life                                               HENDON 

Take my life and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to thee. 

Take my moments and my days; Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Let them flow in ceaseless praise 
 

Take my love; My Lord, I pour At thy feet its treasure store 

Take myself, and I will be Ever, only, all for thee, 

Ever, only, all for thee. 

 

Passing of the Peace   
As we greet the Lord, we greet one another in His name. 

 

Hearing the Word 
 

All Sit 

Prayer for Illumination  

 

The Psaltery                                                                                           Psalm 79  

 The Psalmist Laments the Desecration of Holiness 

O God, the nations have come into your inheritance; they have defiled your holy temple; they 

have laid Jerusalem in ruins. 

They have given the bodies of your servants to the birds of the air for food, the flesh of 

your faithful to the wild animals of the earth. 

They have poured out their blood like water all around Jerusalem, and there was no one to bury 

them. 

We have become a taunt to our neighbors, mocked and derided by those around us. 

How long, O Lord? Will you be angry forever? Will your jealous wrath burn like fire? 

Pour out your anger on the nations that do not know you, and on the kingdoms that do not 

call on your name. 

For they have devoured Jacob and laid waste his habitation. 

Do not remember against us the iniquities of our ancestors; let your compassion come 

speedily to meet us, for we are brought very low. 

Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name;  

Deliver us, and forgive our sins, for your name’s sake. 
 

Anthem                                            God of Hosts (Psalm 79)                          Bernard Sexton 

 

 

 

 

 

We hardly know 

how to live before 

God. Here we ask 

for another chance. 

Will we be more 

clever in our living 

this time? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Psalmist is 

desperate. What 

can be done to 

recover? “Help us, 

O God of our 

salvation!”  

 



 
All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                   Luke 16:1-13 
                                             Be Shrewd About Your Pursuit of the Kingdom 

Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought to 

him that this man was squandering his property. So he summoned him and said to him, ‘What is 

this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you cannot be my 

manager any longer.’ Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is 

taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have 

decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their 

homes.’ So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you 

owe my master?’ He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit 

down quickly, and make it fifty.’ Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, 

‘A hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ And his 

master commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this 

age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light.  And I tell 

you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may 

welcome you into the eternal homes. 

“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very 

little is dishonest also in much.  If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who 

will entrust to you the true riches?  And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, 

who will give you what is your own?  No slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate 

the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God 

and wealth.” 

 

Congregational Response to the Reading 
 

 
 

All Sit 

Sermon        Jesus Wants Us to be More Like a Crooked CFO   Matthew Covington  

 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand   

Hymn 716                       God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending                 BEACH SPRING 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                   A Brief Statement of Faith (selected lines)    
 In life and in death we belong to God. 

    Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship 

and serve.  

In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all 

families of the earth. 

      Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage. 

      Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.  

      Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the 

prodigal home, 

      God is faithful still.       
 

 

God’s love 

upholds us in our 

striving to be 

God’s faithful 

people. 

  



 

All Sit                    

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Offertory                              Aria based on the Prelude Chorale                       Robert Powell               

        
All Stand 

Doxology                                                                                                        Hymnal page 592 

 

Prayer of Dedication  
  

Bearing the Word into the Created World 
 

Hymn 708                                   We Give But Thine Own                                 SCHUMANN 

 

Benediction  

 

Postlude                                                 Trumpet Tune                                 Arcangelo Corelli 

************************************************************************** 
 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out, either in the narthex or on 

the table on the right in the downstairs entrance hall.  Ushers will be standing by to help you find them. Always 

know that a cordial greeting is extended by ministers, officers, and congregation. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

 

                       The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                      

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
                   270-843-4707  •   www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Dana Patterson 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Our church Elders: Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, David Coverdale, Mary Evans, Rob Hale, Matt Hunt, Mike 

Kanan, John Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Nancy Moore, Pamela Napier, David Sears, and David Thomison. Our church Deacons: 

Rider Allen, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Rocky Cooper, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Cathey Green, Jean Harris, Linda Leigh, 

Tom MacMillin, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Teri Polen, Charlotte Prow, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison, and Debbie Trickey. 

 

Donate Online:  

We have recently set up the church website to 

accept online donations. Just go to the website 

below and fill out the simple form. Donations 

can also be made from your smart phone.   

You can also scan the QR code. 

https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/ 

online-donations/ 

http://www.bgpres.org/
https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/%20online-donations/
https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/%20online-donations/


 

                            Announcements 
 

USHERS:  The Bigler family 

LAY READER:  Larry Gildersleeve 
MEDIA PERSONNEL:  Barbara Solberg-Hale and Matt Hunt   

NURSERY ATTENDANTS: Alisia Mosley and Kimberly Watkins 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com    
 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, September 29:  Jeremiah 32:1–3a,  

6–15; Psalm 91:1–6, 14–16; Timothy 6:6–19; Luke 16:19–31. 
 

TODAY 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week will be Debbie Trickey.  

Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You may  

contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

WHAT ARE WE LEARNING?  Each Sunday we come together  

to worship and learn about  God.  During the Sunday School hour,  

our children and youth attend class to hear the Bible and learn to apply  

it to their lives.  Parents are needed to follow up!  Our Preschool  

Class heard the story of Zaccheus and how communities forgive  

each other in Luke 10:1-10.  Our Kindergarten - 3rd grade students  

in Godly Play learned about the Holy Family in Luke 2 and Matthew 2.  4th and 5th Graders started on the Ten 

Commandments in Exodus 20:1-11.  PLEASE READ the scripture stories at home and ask your children what they 

heard.  Wonder together what God wants you to know and do because of these stories!   
 

FOLLOWING WORSHIP TODAY we will gather in Fellowship Hall for our Habitat Luncheon and Auction.  Herb 

Simmons' Famous Birdhouses will be available and some surprises too!  Tables compete with their dollars for the best 

desserts.  Proceeds are split between Habitat for Humanity and Living Waters for the World.  
 

BUCK IN A BASKET for September will help seed a scholarship fund for our college students.  The goal is to be able to give 

every graduating senior a gift toward their first year of college. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL HAS RESUMED ITS REGULAR SCHEDULE.  8:30am is coffee/fellowship; 9:30 classes for all; 

10:30am Worship.  Adults have three Sunday options:  Parables from the Back Side in the Ellis Class (room 201); Science & 

Christianity - Past, Present and Future in Christian Thought (Conference Room); and Coffee & Conversation continuing its 

read-through the Bible (picking up at the Psalms).  Newcomers are welcome in all classes!  
 

COMING UP:   
3 CENTS A MEAL collection is next Sunday, September 29.  Our children and youth will come around with the cans for your 

coins, bills and checks.  One third stays to benefit our Food Pantry and the remainder goes to the Presbyterian Hunger Program 

to address the root causes of hunger at home and abroad.  Note we will not collect Buck in a Basket that day.  
 

WE ARE CREATING A TIME CAPSULE to be opened at our 250th Anniversary Celebration.  If you would like to add 

something, please do!  It's not a big container, so consider writing a letter to the future TPC members. We'd also love pictures 

or other rollable items. Please bring your contribution to Leslee Kirkconnell before our 70th Anniversary Celebration on 

October 13. 
 

OCTOBER 13 will be very special, as we celebrate the union in 1949 of First and Westminster Presbyterian Churches!  Please 

note there will be NO ACTIVITIES AT OUR CHURCH BEFORE 10:00am.  Coffee Fellowship will be at Century Palace 

at 8:30am; Sunday School will break as well.    We will gather at Century Palace for coffee and brunch and then           re-enact 

our 'parade' down the street for festival worship at 10:30am.  
 

CHILI COOK-OFF AND BAKE SALE:  Sunday October 20th @11:30 - Come along and taste some 

great chili                       and delicious baked goods, and have some fellowship after the Sunday service. We need our great 

chefs to bring                          their best chili! Bakers needed for their delicious dessert treats!  Sign up here with our Perfect 

Potluck- https://perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=ISRB5112&welcome=1 or call the office.  ALL PROCEEDS will benefit our 

Youth Montreat Conference next summer! For more information speak to David Clarke. 

 

 

 

Calendar 
 

     Sunday, September 22 

  8:30 a.m.   Coffee Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.  Children’s Music 

  9:15 a.m.   Breakfast 

  9:30 a.m.   Sunday School 

  10:30 a.m. Worship 

11:30 a.m. Habitat Potluck/event  

  5:00 p.m.  Youth Group 

Monday, September 23 
5:00 p.m.  Round Table Pulpit  

Tuesday, September 24 
11:00 a.m. Special Care 

1:00 p.m.  CUICHM 

2:00 p.m.  Staff Meeting 

 Wednesday, September 25 

7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir 

Thursday, September 26 

  6:00 p.m.  PLC Potluck 

  

  

 

 

 

 

      

 

 
      

 

 

mailto:arfranpe@msn.com
https://perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=ISRB5112&welcome=1


 

 

OTHER NEWS:  
HURRICANE RELIEF EFFORTS are underway by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.  If you would like to contribute to 

help those affected by Hurricane Dorian, please make your check to the church with the note DR000194.  Or you may give 

directly on the web:  https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000194/  
 

BRUSH AND LENS, an exhibit of members, opened July 19 in our church gallery, Fellowship Hall. Artists include Shannon 

Dyche, Myra Dwyer, Doug Humphrey, Linda Leigh, Tim Leigh, Alan Reeves, Sheila Backfisch Reeves, Bud Schlinker, Diane 

Simmons, Gail Smrtic, Peg Truman, and Mark Hendershot with Peg Truman. 

 

T-SHIRTS  We have the following t-shirts available to purchase:  long sleeve size M (1), and long sleeve size XL (2), short 

sleeved L (2) shirts.  Shirts are $20 each. Margaret Stein will place one final order for additional shirts; contact her or the front 

office. Margaret_f_stein@hotmail.com or 270-779-2579. 
 

NOTE FOR BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS Cheryl will be away on vacation the week of Sept. 30-Oct. 4.  

Announcements for the bulletins of Sunday, Sept. 29 and Oct. 6 will need to be turned in by this Wednesday, Sept. 27.           Both 

bulletins will be printed at the same time. Also, anything else for the newsletter must be turned in today!  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

70th Unification Anniversary 
 

In September of 1949, Westminster Church voted to unite with First 
Presbyterian Church in Bowling Green Kentucky.  On Sunday, 
October 13 we will be celebrating the 70th anniversary of this 
unification.  Our church will not be open until 10:00am on this 
particular Sunday.  Join us at the site of Westminster Church, now 
called Century Palace (1202 State Street) during the Sunday School 
hour for breakfast and the unification celebration.  Below is the 
schedule: 
 

8:30am Coffee & Tours 
 

9:00am Breakfast 
 

10:00am Reenact walk to First Presbyterian (2 block procession) 
 

10:30am Worship Service & Celebration of World Communion  
               (The Presbyterian Church) 
 
Parking is available at Century Palace if you do not wish to 
walk.  Parking is limited, so if you are able to walk the two blocks 
please do, and leave the parking spaces at Century Palace for those 
who may need them.   
 

Donations are accepted to assist with the cost of the meal. 
 

https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000194/
mailto:Margaret_f_stein@hotmail.com

