
 
The Congregation Sings Its Favorite Hymns From Home 

September 20, 2020 
10:30 A.M. 

These hymns reflect our need for God, and the continuing discovery that God is with us now. 
Participants in worship: 

Wayne Pope, Leslee Kirkconnell, Tom Moody, Tim Leigh, the Collegiate Ensemble (Autumn Stolle,  
DiDi Turley, Sam Tuggle, Eric Bigler), Marshall Scott (trumpet), David Clarke 

 

GATHERING 
 

GATHERING MUSIC                 Here, O Lord, Your Servants Gather                    Michael Burkhardt 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

INTRODUCTION OF HYMNS 
Earlier this year, the congregation was asked to suggest its favorite hymns. These hymns give voice to what we believe. 
Although we cannot be together in person, we can still share the faith through our singing!  

 
HYMNS TO OPEN OUR HEARTS AND MINDS: 
As we prepare to worship, take a deep breath. Let other thoughts fall away, so that we can think of God, welcome God’s 
presence here, and give thanks.  “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee,” is sung to a tune by Ludwig van Beethoven, called “Ode 
to Joy.” Let our joy be full, as we sing together.  

Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                            No. 611      
Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 

Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day!  
 

All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heaven reflect thy rays; 

stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 

chanting bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in thee. 
 
HYMNS OF INVOCATION 
Our worship is not simply about God-in-Christ, it is for God, blessed by God, and full of God. We welcome God’s holy 
presence now. 
“O Christ, Surround Me” is a modern example of an ancient form of Celtic prayer. It also happens to be a favorite hymn 
of young Drew Ellington. 

O Christ, Surround Me                                        No. 543      
                                                                        Wayne Pope, Guitar 

God, be the love to search and keep me; God, be the prayer to move my voice;  

God, be the strength to now uphold me:  O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 
 

Christ in the eyes of all who see me, Christ in the ears who hear my voice,  

Christ in the hearts of all who know me:  O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 

 
HYMNS THAT CALL US TO WORSHIP 
The pattern of our worship is designed to lead us toward hearing God’s Word in the Bible, and then to putting the Word 
to work in our ministry in the world. We have opened our hearts to God, and we have welcomed God. Now we say that 
we are ready to be called more deeply in. 



 
 
Let’s remind ourselves that we are standing on holy ground. 

We Are Standing on Holy Ground                    No. 406      
Wayne Pope, Guitar 

We are standing on holy ground, and I know there are angels all around; 

let us praise Jesus now; we are standing in his presence on holy ground. 
 

The hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy,” is among the most popular hymns, a status recognized by the hymn being the first one 
(Hymn Number One) in the Glory to God Hymnal. 

Holy, Holy, Holy                                        No. 1           
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee. 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! God in three persons, blessed trinity. 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea. 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! God in three persons, blessed trinity. 
 

“Here I Am Lord,” is a newer hymn that has quickly become a favorite. When God calls us—to worship or to service—
what do we say? Here I am! 

Here I Am, Lord                                           No. 69        
Wayne Pope, Guitar 

I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save. 

I who make the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?    Refrain 
 

I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 

I will set a feast for them. My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give my life to them? Whom shall I send?   Refrain 
 

Refrain 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, where you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 

Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, where you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 

 
A HYMN OF CONFESSION 
The pattern of our worship includes the confession of sin, offered in the assurance that God will forgive us, and that, as 
forgiven souls, we will be better able to approach the hearing of scripture. 
“Just As I Am” originated when an evangelist challenged the hymn’s author to “Come as you are, a sinner, to the Lamb 
of God that taketh away the sin of the world.” 

Just As I Am                   No. 442         
Just as I am, without one plea but that thy blood was shed for me, 

and that thou biddest me come to thee, O Lamb of God, I come; I come! 
 

Just as I am, thy love unknown has broken every barrier down; 

now, to be thine, yea, thine alone, O Lamb of God, I come; I come! 

 
A HYMN TO CELEBRATE GOD’S FORGIVENESS 
O Lamb of God, I come. And so we are greeted by a great and loving God, whose very presence is an amazing Grace. 

Amazing Grace                  No. 649  
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see. 



 
 

 
RECEIVING GOD’S WORD 

 

HYMNS TO INVITE GOD’S ILLUMINATION OF OUR READING AND OUR HEARING 
The reading of God’s Word invites us to hear God’s Word, that is: to let God’s speaking have an impact in our lives. Our 
best thought, waking or sleeping, the light of God’s presence; O God, be thou my vision! 

Be Thou My Vision      No. 450   
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art; 

thou my best thought, by day or by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 
 

High King of Heaven, my victory won, may I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's Sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my Vision, O Ruler of all. 

 
Since the Bible is a living word, we can count on it to speak for itself, and in our hearing, to interpret itself. Jesus’ parable 
of the Workers in the Vineyard is a story about grace, about work, about the peculiar justice of God, and the first being 
last. 
We will read the text in three different versions. Listen carefully. God speaks! 

 

A GOSPEL READING                                                                                      Matthew 20:1-16  

New Revised Standard Version 
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for 
his vineyard.  After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his 
vineyard.  When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace;  and he 
said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went.  When he 
went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same.  And about five o’clock he went 
out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all 
day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the 
vineyard.’  When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and 
give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’  When those hired about five 
o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage.  Now when the first came, they thought they 
would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage.  And when they received it, 
they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’  But he replied to one 
of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage?  Take 
what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you.  Am I not allowed to 
do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’  So the last will 
be first, and the first will be last.” 
 
Listen for any reflections on Matthew 20, as we sing For the Fruit of All Creation 

For the Fruit of All Creation                                            No. 36    
For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God. 

For the gifts to every nation, thanks be to God. 

For the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping,  

future needs in earth's safe-keeping, thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



 

THE GOSPEL HEARD AGAIN                                                                                      Matthew 20:1-16 
The Message 

“God’s kingdom is like an estate manager who went out early in the morning to hire workers for his 
vineyard. They agreed on a wage of a dollar a day, and went to work. “Later, about nine o’clock, the 
manager saw some other men hanging around the town square unemployed. He told them to go to 
work in his vineyard and he would pay them a fair wage. They went. “He did the same thing at noon, and 
again at three o’clock. At five o’clock he went back and found still others standing around. He said, ‘Why 
are you standing around all day doing nothing?’  “They said, ‘Because no one hired us.’ “He told them to 
go to work in his vineyard. “When the day’s work was over, the owner of the vineyard instructed his 
foreman, ‘Call the workers in and pay them their wages. Start with the last hired and go on to the 
first.’  “Those hired at five o’clock came up and were each given a dollar. When those who were hired 
first saw that, they assumed they would get far more. But they got the same, each of them one dollar. 
Taking the dollar, they groused angrily to the manager, ‘These last workers put in only one easy hour, 
and you just made them equal to us, who slaved all day under a scorching sun.’  “He replied to the one 
speaking for the rest, ‘Friend, I haven’t been unfair. We agreed on the wage of a dollar, didn’t we? So 
take it and go. I decided to give to the one who came last the same as you. Can’t I do what I want with 
my own money? Are you going to get stingy because I am generous?’  “Here it is again, the Great 
Reversal: many of the first ending up last, and the last first.” 
 
The second verse of our hymn reminds us that our work is not for ourselves, but also for the neighbor. 

For the Fruit of All Creation                                            No. 36    
In the just reward of labor, God's will be done. 

In the help we give our neighbor, God's will be done. 

In our world-wide task of caring for the hungry and despairing,  

in the harvests we are sharing, God's will be done. 

 

THE GOSPEL                                                                                                                     Matthew 20:1-16 
Good News Translation 

The Kingdom of heaven is like this. Once there was a man who went out early in the morning to hire 
some men to work in his vineyard.  He agreed to pay them the regular wage, a silver coin a day, and sent 
them to work in his vineyard.  He went out again to the marketplace at nine o'clock and saw some men 
standing there doing nothing, so he told them, ‘You also go and work in the vineyard, and I will pay you a 
fair wage.’  So they went. Then at twelve o'clock and again at three o'clock he did the same thing.  It was 
nearly five o'clock when he went to the marketplace and saw some other men still standing there. ‘Why 
are you wasting the whole day here doing nothing?’ he asked them.  ‘No one hired us,’ they answered. 
‘Well, then, you go and work in the vineyard,’ he told them. “When evening came, the owner told his 
foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay them their wages, starting with those who were hired last and 
ending with those who were hired first.’  The men who had begun to work at five o'clock were paid a 
silver coin each.  So when the men who were the first to be hired came to be paid, they thought they 
would get more; but they too were given a silver coin each.  They took their money and started 
grumbling against the employer.  ‘These men who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, 
‘while we put up with a whole day's work in the hot sun—yet you paid them the same as you paid 
us!’  ‘Listen, friend,’ the owner answered one of them, ‘I have not cheated you. After all, you agreed to 
do a day's work for one silver coin.  Now take your pay and go home. I want to give this man who was 
hired last as much as I gave you.  Don't I have the right to do as I wish with my own money? Or are you 
jealous because I am generous?’” And Jesus concluded, “So those who are last will be first, and those 
who are first will be last.” 
 



As we sing the third verse, we are still remembering God’s wonder, truth, and love, which we do not earn. 

For the Fruit of All Creation                                            No. 36     
For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God. 

For the good we all inherit, thanks be to God. 

For the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us,  

most of all that love has found us, thanks be to God. 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

HYMNS THAT CLAIM THE BENEFIT OF FAITH 
Worship includes response. Today, let our responses include joy, as we sing “I Danced in the Morning.” 

I Danced in the Morning     No.157    
Wayne Pope, Guitar 

I danced in the morning when the world was begun, and I danced in the moon, and the stars and the sun,  

and I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth. At Bethlehem I had my birth.  

Dance, then, wherever you may be; I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 

and I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, and I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he. 
 

I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee, but they would not dance and they would not follow me. 

I danced for the fishermen, for James and John. They came with me and the dance went on. 

Dance, then, wherever you may be; I am the Lord of the Dance, said he, 

and I'll lead you all, wherever you may be, and I'll lead you all in the Dance, said he. 
 
The familiar last line of the next hymn: [God’s] eye is on the sparrow, and [God] watches over me was inspired by 
something a woman in poor health said to the author. Let us sing. 

Why Should I Feel Discouraged?     No. 661   
Why should I feel discouraged? Why should the shadows come? 

Why should my heart be lonely and long for heaven and home, when Jesus is my portion?  

My constant friend is he:  his eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me;  

his eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me;  

I sing because I’m happy, (I’m happy) I sing because I’m free, (I’m free)  

for his eye is on the sparrow, and I know he watches me. 
 

HYMNS THAT AFFIRM OUR FAITH 
We usually say what we believe, using written statements of faith from history. But we can affirm our faith by  
singing too! 
Hymn of Promise is a newer hymn, it was inspired by a line from T.S. Eliot’s poem East Coker: “In the end is my 
beginning.” 

Hymn of Promise                                                  No. 250    
In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree;  

in cocoons, a hidden promise; butterflies will soon be free!  

In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be,  

unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 

There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody; 

there’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me. 

From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery, 

unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 
 

In our end is our beginning, in our time, infinity;  

in our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity.  

In our death, a resurrection; at the last a victory,  

unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.  



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

SENDING 
 

HYMNS OF FAITH: WHAT WE HOPE AND BELIEVE 
When we have gathered, when we have come into God’s holy presence, when we have heard God speaking to us, when 
we have celebrated, and affirmed our faith, we are ready to go out to serve. 
What a friend we have in Jesus. 

What A Friend We Have In Jesus                     No. 465    
What a friend we have in Jesus all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 

O, what peace we often forfeit; O, what needless pain we bear, 

all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer! 
 

Are we weak and heavy-laden, cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge; take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer! 

In His arms he’ll take and shield thee; thou wilt find a solace there. 
 

To God be the glory! 

To God Be the Glory       No. 634   
Wayne Pope, Guitar 

To God be the glory; great things he has done! 

So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 

who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 

and opened the life-gate that all may go in. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the earth hear his voice! 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord; let the people rejoice! 

O come to the Father through Jesus the Son, 

and give him the glory:  great things he has done! 
 

O God, how great thou art! 

O Lord My God (How Great Thou Art)    No. 625    
O Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder consider all the worlds thy hands have made, 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, thy power throughout the universe displayed: 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee: How great thou art, how great thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee: How great thou art, how great thou art! 

 
BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you—workers in the vineyard! 
The Lord be kind and gracious to you—even if you signed on late. 
The Lord look with favor upon you— as if even the last could be first, 
And give you peace. 

 

POSTLUDE                                             Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee         

 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Announcements 
 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, DiDi Turley, Sam Tuggle, Eric Bigler 

TRUMPET:  Marshall Scott 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com 

 

 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, September 27:  Exodus 17:1–7; Psalm 78:1–4, 12–16; Philippians 2:1–13; 

Matthew 21:23–32. 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week are Teri Polen and Susan Thomison.  Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for 

our congregation. You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
   
TODAY: 

GODLY PLAY FOR CHILDREN meets 9:30am each Sunday (zoom) with Mary Evans.  Today the children heard 

about The Flood and Noah's Ark in Genesis 6-8.   All children up to fifth grade are invited.  Email Mary for the Zoom 

link.   
 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Interim Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                            Tim Leigh 

Donate Online:  
The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 
out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 
also scan the QR code, right.  
https://bgpres.org/give 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, 
Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church Deacons: Angie 
Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda Leigh, 
Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, September 20 

9:30 a.m. Sunday School (Zoom) 

10:30 a.m. Worship 

Monday, September 21 

5:00 p.m. Round Table Pulpit (Zoom) 

7:00 p.m. Book Discussion (Zoom) 

Tuesday, September 22 

11:00 a.m. Finance Ministry 

1:00 p.m. CUICHM 

2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Session 

   Wednesday, September 23 
      6:30 p.m. City of God (Zoom) 

   Thursday, September 24 

      7:00 a.m. Men’s Prayer Group (Zoom) 
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BIBLE STUDY TOGETHER.  Join our Facebook Group to engage in conversation about the readings... (we are 

up to day 261 as of today).  And it's really never too late to join!   

 

JOIN A SMALL GROUP!  We have several options available and more to come.  If you are interested, please 

contact the office.  Or you can contact Tim Leigh, Julia Roberts, Glenn Kirkconnell, or Karen Watson.  We have both 

virtual and (limited) in person options.   
 

JOIN A 'NEIGHBORHOOD' SMALL GROUP!  Julia Roberts is planning to lead a small group (virtually at first) 

- book study, or Bible study, or (what the group would like to do).  If you are interested in joining, email her.  Being 

part of a small group is an excellent way to deepen relationships with each other and your faith in God!   
 

WE'RE ZOOMIN'!  Need to gather with your group?  Contact the office to get your zoom link information - 

meetings cannot overlap, so please call to get on the schedule.  IF YOU NEED HELP GETTING STARTED WITH 

ZOOM let us know.   
 

COME FOR EXERCISE AND FELLOWSHIP.  Karen Watson is leading a walking group at Griffin Park on 

Tuesday mornings, 8:15am weather permitting, for some devotion time and then walking.  Enter off Smallhouse 

Road and meet at the Ampitheater parking lot-you need a mask. Wear comfortable clothes and walking shoes.  Text 

or email Karen to let her know you want to join this group.  Karen's phone number:  270-991-5673  Karen's email 

address: mail@kgwatson.com. 
 

COMING UP: 

FALL STUDY strengthening our Matthew 25 commitment continues.  Today we heard again from the Rev. Dr. 

Aimee Moiso, continuing our conversation about how to wrestle with difficult topics, yet staying faithful to each 

other and God.  The video of the meeting will be posted shortly for those unable to join.  NEXT SUNDAY we will 

again gather to hear from our Deacons and Elders on possibilities.  This series continues through October.   
 

HOW TO BE AN ANTIRACIST book discussion group meets tomorrow evening, 7:00pm by zoom.  Email Leslee 

with questions.   
 

OTHER NEWS: 

IT IS A FACT THAT RACISM PERVADES OUR LIVES.  We have to learn how we are affected and how to 

become anti-racist. Our Anti-Racism Resource page on our website page has a growing variety of good resources to 

help you learn- click here.  It is not easy to face oneself this way, but the rewards of a better society are worth it!    
 

SATURDAY MEALS needs some extra help on September 26.  Christ United Methodist could use some additional 

drivers.  If you are willing to drive a route, please email Diana Horn - horndia@outlook.com and let her 

know.  Drivers should arrive between 8:30-8:45am.   
 

MASKS:  If you need one, contact the office - we have several folks making cloth ones. If you come to the church 

you must be wearing a mask to enter.  
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