
 

 
 

 
 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

September 12, 2021 
 

 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Chiming the Hour 
 

Welcome and Opening Prayer 
   

Prelude                                                     Entreaty                                           Raymond Haan 
              Give ear to my prayer, O God:  hide not thyself from my supplication.          Psalm 35:1             
 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship 
I love the Lord, because the Lord has heard my voice and my supplications. 

I know the Lord is here. 

I will call out to the Lord as long as I live. 

God looked upon me with love, and answered my pleading. 

Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; our God is merciful. 

My soul takes its rest; for the Lord has dealt bountifully.                              Psalm 116:1-2,5-7 
 

Opening Hymn                          Sweet Hour of Prayer                                   SWEET HOUR 
                                                                          Both Verses 

Sweet hour of prayer! Sweet hour of prayer, That calls me from a world of care, 

And bids me at my Father’s throne Make all my wants and wishes known. 

In seasons of distress and grief, My soul has often found relief, 

And oft escaped the tempter’s snare By thy return, sweet hour of prayer! 
 

Sweet hour of prayer! Sweet hour of prayer! Thy wings shall my petition bear 

To him whose truth and faithfulness Engage the waiting soul to bless. 

And since he bids me seek his face, Believe his word, and trust his grace, 

I’ll cast on him my ev’ry care And wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 

 

 

Think how 

frequently the Bible 

tells us that prayers 

are answered! 

What is your 

experience of 

answered prayer? 

 

Listen, my friend! 

Your helplessness is 

your best prayer. It 

calls from your heart 

to the heart of God 

with greater effect 

than all your uttered 

pleas. He hears it 

from the very 

moment that you are 
seized with 

helplessness, and He 
becomes actively 

engaged at once in 

hearing and 
answering the prayer 

of your helplessness. 
            Ole Hallesby 

 

 

 



 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession (unison) 

Lord, we turn to you, confessing our weakness. We are afraid, so we are apt to make and 

keep enemies. We are angry, and our anger is destructive. We are lonely, but we hesitate to 

widen our circle. We are insecure, and in doubting ourselves we begin to doubt your 

purpose for our lives.  

In our weakness, meet us with your strength. For our fear, grant us fresh courage. When 

we are angry, refresh us with your peace. Out of our loneliness, guide us to reach out to 

others with the gospel’s good news. Because we are insecure, and doubting, renew our 

trust in you. Help us believe in the reality of answered prayer, in the name of Jesus Christ.   
 (A silence is kept)  

 

Response Hymn                               Lord Have Mercy                                                KYRIE  
                                                                       

Lord, have mercy upon us; 

Christ have mercy upon us; 

Lord have mercy upon us. 
                                        

Declaration of Good News 

 

Passing of the Peace  

As comfortable, with words and gestures, we share signs of peace and reconciliation. 
 

Time with Young Disciples        
 

Hearing the Word 

 

All sit 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Psaltery Reading                                                                                                Psalm 116:1-9                                                                                    
I love the LORD because he hears my requests for mercy.                         Contemporary English Version 
 I’ll call out to him as long as I live, because he listens closely to me. 

Death’s ropes bound me; the distress of the grave found me— I came face-to-face with trouble 

and grief. 

So I called on the LORD’s name: “LORD, please save me!”  

The LORD is merciful and righteous; our God is compassionate. 

The LORD protects simple folk; he saves me whenever I am brought down. 
I tell myself, You can be at peace again, because the LORD has been good to you. 

You, God, have delivered me from death, my eyes from tears, and my foot from stumbling, 

 so I’ll walk before the LORD in the land of the living. 
 

Reading from Acts                                                                                                 Acts 1:1-10                                                                                                                                      
The time of prayer was about three o’clock in the afternoon, and Peter and John were going into 

the temple. A man who had been born lame was being carried to the temple door. Each day he 

was placed beside this door, known as the Beautiful Gate. He sat there and begged from the 

people who were going in. The man saw Peter and John entering the temple, and he asked them 

for money. But they looked straight at him and said, “Look up at us!” The man stared at them 

and thought he was going to get something. But Peter said, “I don’t have any silver or gold! But 

I will give you what I do have. In the name of Jesus Christ from Nazareth, get up and start 

walking.”  Peter then took him by the right hand and helped him up. At once the man’s feet and 

ankles became strong, and he jumped up and started walking. He went with Peter and John into 

the temple, walking and jumping and praising God. Everyone saw him walking around and 

praising God. They knew that he was the beggar who had been lying beside the Beautiful Gate, 

and they were completely surprised. They could not imagine what had happened to the man. 

 

Repentance isn’t 

easy. But the 

opportunity to turn 

from old ways is 

wonderful. 

Trusting that God 

will answer us  

when we pray to  

be forgiven is 

wonderful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 116 offers 

thanksgiving for an 

experience of God’s 

dramatic 

deliverance. See if 

you can absorb the 

energy of this 

thankfulness as your 

own. 

 

 

 

 

 

Peter and John have 

neither silver nor 

gold, but what they 

do have is more 

valuable. See how 

their prayer is 

answered. 

 



 

Anthem                                                     My Prayer                                     Penny Rodriguez 
          

Gospel Reading                                                                                                 Mark 11:22-26 
Jesus told his disciples: Have faith in God! If you have faith in God and don’t doubt, you can tell 

this mountain to get up and jump into the sea, and it will. Everything you ask for in prayer will 

be yours, if you only have faith. Whenever you stand up to pray, you must forgive what others 

have done to you. Then your Father in heaven will forgive your sins 

 
Third in a Series:  8 Habits of Evangelism 

Sermon                                 Answered Prayer                                Matthew Covington 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 465               What a Friend We Have in Jesus                         CONVERSE 
                                                        First Verse Only 

What a friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! 

O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, 

All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer! 

 

Affirmation of Faith (Unison)                            A Declaration of Faith (9.3) 

We are charged to pray for ourselves and others with gratitude, boldness, and persistence, 

confident that God hears and answers our prayers in ways best for us all. Life in God's 

presence issues in life for others, for if we do not love sisters and brothers whom we see, we 

cannot love God whom we do not see. 

 
All Sit 

Prayers of the People  
     

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 306                   Blessed Be the Tie That Binds                                   DENNIS 
                                                         First and Second Verses 

 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;  

the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.  
 

Before our Father's throne we pour our ardent prayers;  

our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares.  

 

Benediction 
                                                                                  Remember: 

                          • Last day to order coffee 

• Habitat Auction and Decadent Desserts is next week 

 

Postlude                                        Invocation in A minor                         Alexandre Guilmant                                

************************************************************************** 
                                           

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us! For more information 

about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please email our church office.    www.bgpres.org 

 

 

Jesus was confident 

that God answers 

prayer. Forgiveness 

of others is at the 

heart of that kind of 

unconditional, 

unwavering faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In his prayers, Jesus 

dared to address  the 

holy God of Israel 

as his “Father,” and 

he taught us to pray 

in this same daring 

new way—with 

“gratitude, boldness, 

and persistence.” 
+From the Study 

Guide to A 

Declaration of Faith 



 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministries David Clarke 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center Kimberly Watkins 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                              Tim Leigh 

Donate Online:  

The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 

also scan the QR code, right.  

https://bgpres.org/give 

 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Mike Kanan, Frederica Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan 

Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bobby Rabold, Bud Schlinker, and Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden.                                     

Our church Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Trudy Burkeen, Rob Byrd, Judy Clark, Kim Ferguson, Evan Goad, Kathleen 

Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Kathy Higgins, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Catherine 

Reber, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 

Calendar 
 

Sunday, September 12 

8:30 a.m.   Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.  Sunday School 

10:30 a.m.      Worship     

3:30 p.m.  Confirmation class 

5:00 p.m.  Youth Group 

   Monday, September 13 
12:00 p.m.  Circle 9 

5:00 p.m.    Round Table Pulpit (Zoom) 

   Tuesday, September 14 
    9:30 a.m.  Chair Yoga         

        11:00 a.m.  Special Care 

    7:00 p.m.  Sunny 16 Camera Club 

    Wednesday, September 15 

    5:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir    

    Thursday, September 16 

    5:00 p.m.  ASL Class, Comm. Ed.  

        6:00 p.m.  Child Protection wkshp 

 

    

   

 

 

 

    

    
    

    

   

   

 

  

  

       

 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

Announcements 
 

 

USHERS:  The Kernohan and Hudson families 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arniethetutor42@gmail.com  

LAY READER:  Sam Evans 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, soprano; Megan Healey, alto; Darcy Merriman, tenor; Chris Muller, bass 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, September 19:  Proverbs 31:10–31; Psalm 1; James 3:13–4:3, 7–8a; Mark 9:30–37. 
 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week is Robert Byrd. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You may 

contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
  

TODAY: 

LAST DAY TO ORDER COFFEE!  Doug Humphrey will be taking coffee and tea orders for Equal Exchange until through 

today.  An order sheet is available in the Lobby, but if you want something else they sell, you can order that (must be by case 

lots - get together with friends to order a case of coffee- 6 bags per case).  www.equalexchange.coop  You may call Doug - 

270-792-0772 or email dhump@twc.com.  
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS BEGINS TODAY!  3:00pm is Parent/Mentor/Youth meeting, Class is 3:30-5:00pm (Conference 

Room) Please keep our group in your prayers Claire Ellington (mentor Susan Thomison); Cary Beth Bowen (mentor Karol 

Ahmed); Laura Parkerson (mentor Judy Whitson) and Maddie Davenport (mentor Mary Evans).  Over the next 6 months we 

will gather 12 times, write a statement of faith, hear from visitors and more.   
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTINUES FOR ALL AGES!  9:00am.  FELLOWSHIP is 8:30am and 10:00am (no coffee/food).   

WE NEED A PICTURE OF YOU!  A new pictorial directory is being planned and prepared for our church. We need your 

picture and accurate address/phone #/ email address. Pictures are being taken after worship (most Sundays) or, you can take 

your own cellphone picture, and email it to: Jrga1234@aol.com (Alisa Anderson)  
 

BUCK IN A BASKET for September is Manna Mart.  An arm of HOTEL, INC., Manna Mart allows those who need food to 

'shop' for items for their families. They are able to offer a wide selection of items (beyond what we can do in our Food 

Pantry).  Please drop your offering in the basket that will be on the Chancel.   
 

GODLY PLAY (Kindergarten-5th Grade, meeting 9:00am in the Godly Play Room) continued their exploration of Creation 

in Genesis 2 & 3.   Families are encouraged to read the scriptures together at home - talk about what God may be leading you 

to learn and do.     
 

ADULT CLASSES CONTINUE (9:00am and 9:30am)  Presbyterian Roots and Heritage meets under the awning outside 

the Fellowship Hall (9:30);  Coffee and Conversation is in Room 202.  Ellis and Christian Thought have joined the 

Roots/Heritage Class while it meets (through Oct. 24).   
 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP:  while we desire the ability to come together to enjoy coffee, we are waiting to restart until things 

are calmer with the virus.  Fellowship is always appropriate, but we must be masked for now to maintain a safe environment 

for all. 
 

HELP US ROCK THIS CITY!  We have a table in Fellowship Hall with paint and rocks.  Got some time before 

worship?  Paint a rock for us to leave around town.  Each rock has our contact info on it (please don't paint over it!) and a 

colorfully painted rock will catch someone's attention.  We're not looking for a particular type of painting - just what you wish 

to do!  Paint and leave on the table when done! 
 

COMING UP: 

HABITAT LUNCHEON AND AUCTION NEXT WEEK!  Sunday September 19, 11:30am following worship in the 

Courtyard.  Bring a SIDE DISH OR SALAD for our Potluck meal.  We will have Herb's world famous handmade Birdhouses 

for Silent Auction and our Decadent Desserts for our Table Scramble!  Bring your cash to pool with your table to get that 

amazing sugar rush!  ***If Raining:  the meal is canceled, HOWEVER you will be able to get your meal to go.  We will hold 

the Dessert Scramble inside, and have some live auction items as well. Birdhouses will stay on Silent auction through September 

26.  NO eating in Fellowship Hall.  We will have clamshell boxes for taking both food and desserts home.   
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DECADENT DESSERTS NEEDED for next Sunday for our Table Scramble at the Habitat Luncheon!  We need 

approximately 12 delicious (ideally homemade) desserts for the Auction.  Tables will pool their cash in hopes they have enough 

for first choice of the amazing delights.  Please let the office know you can contribute to our sugar high that day. 
 

HELP IS NEEDED TO SET UP/TAKE DOWN for the Habitat Luncheon. Since we must eat outside, that means moving 

tables and chairs that morning out and then back in.  Tables and chairs will be near the doors, but 5-6 individuals are needed to 

do the heavy lifting required.  Let Judy Whitson know if you can help!  If desired, you are welcome to bring your own folding 

chair to the party. 
 

SMALL GROUPS are a great opportunity for growing in fellowship and faith!  We have a number available and are always 

willing to begin new ones!  https://bgpres.org/grow/small-groups  Check out what is available and whom to contact.  Don't see 

what you might like?  Contact Mary Evans, Chair of our Small Group Task Force.  We want to help you launch!   
 

CHRISTMAS MARKET VENDORS SOUGHT! We are currently accepting applications for Christmas Market Vendors - 

https://bgpres.org/serve/christmas-market for our December 4 event.  We are limiting the number so we can be more spaced 

out.  First come first served with a waiting list as needed.  $25 benefits Habitat for Humanity (and can be paid online - 

https://app.clovergive.com/app/giving/clodo-bgpresdonate - select Christmas Market and give $25).  Don't need a full 

table?  Pay $15 for half.  We will also accept donations of handmade items for our Church Table.  Volunteer sign up coming 

soon also (and will be somewhat different than before with fewer volunteers needed)!   
 

OTHER NEWS: 

BETTYE BROWN was an amazing educator and we have her collection of cookbooks from her Home Economics days.  There 

is a table in Fellowship Hall with boxes of cookbooks.  Please look through and consider taking one or two or more for your 

collection.  Presbyterian Women is hoping you will make a contribution (to be used for a mission project) when you do find 

that special book to add to your collection.  You can also find MORE books in room 207 (next to the Library upstairs).  
 

MASKS please, as we follow the CDC recommendations.  This is for the protection of our children, who cannot yet be 

vaccinated, but also for those who have other health concerns.  Let us show our love and concern by wearing a mask inside the 

building at all times.  Masks are always available in the 10th Ave Lobby.  To continue to have safe gatherings inside, everyone 

should wear a mask. We want to be able to stay open for faith formation and other activities!   
 

CONCERT  Bronson Norris Murphy in concert at SKyPAC – Bowling Green native and Broadway star (Phantom of the 

Opera) Bronson Norris Murphy will present On Broadway! at 7:30pm on September 18th. Bronson, who has sung at TPC 

many times, will be joined by our own Wayne Pope as a soloist and duet partner. Tickets available at www.TheSKyPAC.com 

or by calling 270-904-1880. Come and enjoy an evening of Broadway’s greatest hits and support our hometown performers. 

(Student tickets specially priced at $10.00 / use code BROADWAY) 
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