
 

                           
 

       The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” And the Lord said, “If you had  

  faith as a grain of mustard seed, you could say to a large tree, ‘Be rooted up, and be  

  planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.                                                   LUKE 17:5-6 

  

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  L o rd ’ s  Da y  
 

October 6, 2019 
 

 
 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Gathering Music                                                                                           
 

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome    

           

Prelude                                  All My Hope on God is Founded                  Michael Burkhardt 
                                        Based on Hymn MICHAEL by Herbert Howells 
 
All who are able may stand 

Opening Sentences:  (Congregational response in bold) 

Leader:  Faith as small as a mustard seed could uproot a mulberry tree and toss it into the sea. 
People:  Why would we want to do that?  
Leader:   O.K. What do you want to do?  

People:  Be at peace. Offer comfort. Sustain hope. Show mercy. Walk humbly with God. 

Leader:  Are any of those very difficult things easier than tossing a mulberry tree into the sea? 

People:  No… Lord, increase our faith! 

 

Opening Hymn 636             Let All the World in Every Corner Sing                AUGUSTINE 

 

 

 

 

Jesus’ arresting 

saying about 

mustard seeds and 

trees assures the 

apostles that 

nothing will be 

impossible for 

those who have 

faith.  

 

We come to 

worship gladly and 

in our gladness we 

are playlful. Here 

we encounter the 

joy of being in 

God’s presence 

and the power of 

the faith entrusted 

to us. 
  



 
                                                              

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

God of every grace, we trust in you to bless us, to surprise us, and to fill us with wisdom and 

wonder. But we confess we may not be ready. The seed of faith is small within us, and the 

obstacles to faith loom large. And so, loving God, we pray for your mercy. We ask that you will 

hold us dear while we are turning to you. We pray that you will increase our faith, in Jesus’ 

name. 
A period of silence is observed for personal confession 

 

Declaration of Good News 

 

                                    Response Hymn 183              Come to Me, O Weary Traveler                                  AUSTIN 

Come to me, O wea-ry trav-eler; come to me with your dis-tress;  

come to me, you heav-y bur-dened; come to me and find your rest. 
 

Rest in me, O wea-ry trave-ler; rest in me and do not fear.  

Rest in me, my heart is gen-tle; rest and cast a-way your care. 
 

Passing of the Peace   
As we greet the Lord, we greet one another in His name. 

 

Hearing the Word 
 

All Sit 

Prayer for Illumination  

 

The Psaltery                                                                                    Psalm 37:1-9  

                                                                        Good News for Those Discouraged by the Wickedness Around Them 

Do not fret because of the wicked; do not be envious of wrongdoers, for they will soon fade 

like the grass, and wither like the green herb. 

Trust in the LORD, and do good; so you will live in the land, and enjoy security. Take delight 

in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him, and he will act. He will make your vindication 

shine like the light, and the justice of your cause like the noonday. 

Be still before the LORD, and wait patiently for him; do not fret over those who prosper  

in their way, over those who carry out evil devices.  
Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath. Do not fret—it leads only to evil. For the wicked  

shall be cut off, but those who wait for the LORD shall inherit the land. 
  

Anthem                                     Blessed, How Blessed                                    David Cherwien 

                                   
All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                    Luke 16:1-13 
                                                  Faith’s Power; Faith’s Responsibility 

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” The Lord replied, “If you had faith the size 

of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and 

it would obey you. 

“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or tending sheep 

in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? Would you not rather say to 

him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you 

may eat and drink’? Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? So you also, when 

you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only 

what we ought to have done!’” 
 

All Sit 

Sermon          When the Apostles Asked Jesus to Increase Their Faith     Matthew Covington  

 

 

God offers us 

everything. We ask 

God to make us 

ready to receive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 37 reaffirms 

the claims of 

Psalm 1 that evil is 

folly and goodness 

will be blessed, 

even in the face of 

evidence to the 

contrary.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even a little bit of 

faith can do great 

things. “I have a 

mustard seed, and 

I’m not afraid to 

use it!” 

 



 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand   

Hymn 310                                   I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord                              ST. THOMAS 
 First and Last Verses Only 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                   A Brief Statement of Faith (selected lines)    
 In life and in death we belong to God. 

    Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship 

and serve.  

In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all 

families of the earth. 

      Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage. 

      Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.  

      Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the 

prodigal home, 

      God is faithful still.       
 

All Sit                    

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Offertory  

        
All Stand 

Doxology                                                                                                        Hymnal page 592 

 

Prayer of Dedication  
  

Bearing the Word into the Created World 
 

Hymn 547                          Go, My Children, with My Blessing                    AR HYDY NOS 

 

Benediction  

 

Postlude                                               Fanfare                                               Kenneth Brewer                                

************************************************************************** 
 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out, either in the narthex or on 

the table on the right in the downstairs entrance hall.  Ushers will be standing by to help you find them. Always 

know that a cordial greeting is extended by ministers, officers, and congregation. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

Our church Elders: Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, David Coverdale, Mary Evans, Rob Hale, Matt Hunt, Mike 

Kanan, John Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Nancy Moore, Pamela Napier, David Sears, and David Thomison. Our church Deacons: 

Rider Allen, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Rocky Cooper, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Cathey Green, Jean Harris, Linda Leigh, 

Tom MacMillin, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Teri Polen, Charlotte Prow, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison, and Debbie 

Trickey. 

 

God’s love 

upholds us in our 

striving to be 

God’s faithful 

people. 

  



 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
                   270-843-4707  •   www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 

                       The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            Announcements 
 

USHERS:  The Kernohan and Hudson families 
MEDIA PERSONNEL:  Barbara Solberg-Hale and Matt Hunt   

NURSERY ATTENDANTS: Alisia Mosley and Kimberly Watkins 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com    
 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, October 13:  Jeremiah 29:1, 4–7;  

Psalm 66:1–12; 2 Timothy 2:8–15; Luke 17:11–19. 
 

TODAY 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week will be Ken Royse and Ray  

Elms. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You  

may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL HAS RESUMED ITS REGULAR SCHEDULE. 

8:30am is coffee/fellowship; 9:30 classes for all; 10:30am Worship.   

Adults have three Sunday options:  Parables from the Back Side in the  

Ellis Class (room 201); Science & Christianity - Past, Present and  

Future in Christian Thought (Conference Room); and Coffee &  

Conversation continuing its read-through the Bible (picking up at the  

Psalms).  Newcomers are welcome in all classes!  
 

CHILDREN'S MUSIC WILL BREAK this Sunday and next.  Rehearsal resumes October 20 in preparation for leading in 

worship October 27.   

 

 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Dana Patterson 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Donate Online:  

We have recently set up the church website to 

accept online donations. Just go to the website 

below and fill out the simple form. Donations 

can also be made from your smart phone.   

You can also scan the QR code. 

https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/ 

online-donations/ 

 

Calendar 
 

     Sunday, October 6 

8:30 a.m.   Coffee Fellowship 

9:00 a.m. Children’s Music 

9:15 a.m.   Breakfast 

9:30 a.m.   Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. Worship  

Monday, October 7 

11:00 a.m. Circle 3 

5:00 p.m. Round Table Pulpit  

Tuesday, October 8 

11:00 a.m. Special Care 

2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Sunny 16 Camera Club 

7:00 p.m. Evening Circle 

      Wednesday, October 9 
9:15 a.m. Wed. Morning Circle 

10:00 a.m. Circle 6 

7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 
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Announcements (continued) 

 

WHAT ARE WE LEARNING?  Each Sunday we come together to worship and learn about God.  During the Sunday 

School hour, our children and youth attend class to hear the Bible and learn to apply it to their lives.  Parents are needed to 

follow up!  Our Preschool Class is hearing stories from Exodus 2:11-3:22; 5:2-13:9.  Our Kindergarten - 3rd grade 

students in Godly Play is exploring World Communion (which we will celebrate on the 13th) and the Good Shepherd.  4th 

and 5th Graders read about the Israelites praising God in Exodus 35:20-29.  PLEASE READ the scripture stories at home 

and ask your children what they heard.  Wonder together what God wants you to know and do because of these stories!   
 

COMING UP:   
WE WILL COLLECT THE PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING on Sunday October 13.  25% of your gifts 

stay with The Presbyterian Church for peacemaking causes.  25% stays with the Presbytery of Western Kentucky and 50% 

goes to the Presbyterian Mission Agency for peacemaking efforts around the world.  Thank you for your generosity!  You 

may use the envelopes provided on October 13 or simply mark your check ‘peacemaking offering.’   
 

FALL FESTIVAL AND BLESSING OF THE PETS will be Sunday October 27, beginning 4:30pm in the Courtyard.  WE 

ARE COLLECTING ITEMS FOR THE HUMANE SOCIETY! Always needed: bleach, paper towels, non-clumping kitty 

litter, treats for dogs/cats/small critters; Dawn dish detergent, laundry detergent, batteries (AA, AAA, D), office supplies.  

See their website for more information - bgshelterpets.com.  Please bring items to the office through October.   
 

WE ARE CREATING A TIME CAPSULE to be opened at our 250th Anniversary Celebration.  If you would like to add 

something, please do!  It's not a big container, so consider writing a letter to the future TPC members. We'd also love pictures 

or other rollable items. Please bring your contribution to Leslee Kirkconnell before our 70th Anniversary Celebration on 

October 13. 
 

CIRCLES  CIRCLE 3 will meet on Monday, October 7th at 11:00am at Village Manor. The TUESDAY EVENING 

CIRCLE will meet on Tuesday, October 8th at 7:00pm.  The WEDNESDAY MORNING CIRCLE will meet on Wednesday, 

October 9th at 9:15am in the youth room.  CIRCLE 6 will meet on Wednesday, October 9th at 10:00am at the home of 

Rosemary Henry (200 Legends Dr.). CIRCLE 9 will meet on Monday, October 14th at 11:30am.  The SUNDAY MORNING 

CIRCLE will meet Sunday, October 20th (date change) at 9:45am. 
 

CHILI COOK-OFF AND BAKE SALE:  Sunday October 20th @11:30 - Come along and taste some great chili                       

and delicious baked goods, and have some fellowship after the Sunday service. We need our great chefs to bring                          

their best chili! Bakers needed for their delicious dessert treats!  Sign up here with our Perfect Potluck- 

https://perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=ISRB5112&welcome=1 or call the office.  ALL PROCEEDS will benefit our Youth 

Montreat Conference next summer! For more information speak to David Clarke. 
 

OTHER NEWS:  
BRUSH AND LENS, an exhibit of members, opened July 19 in our church gallery, Fellowship Hall. Artists include Shannon 

Dyche, Myra Dwyer, Doug Humphrey, Linda Leigh, Tim Leigh, Alan Reeves, Sheila Backfisch Reeves, Bud Schlinker, 

Diane Simmons, Gail Smrtic, Peg Truman, and Mark Hendershot with Peg Truman. 
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70th Unification Anniversary 
 

In September of 1949, Westminster Church voted to unite with 
First Presbyterian Church in Bowling Green Kentucky.  On Sunday, 
October 13 we will be celebrating the 70th anniversary of this 
unification.  Our church will not be open until 10:00am on this 
particular Sunday.  Join us at the site of Westminster Church, now 
called Century Palace (1202 State Street) during the Sunday 
School hour for breakfast and the unification celebration.  Below is 
the schedule: 
 

8:30am Coffee & Tours 
 

9:00am Breakfast 
 

10:00am Reenact walk to First Presbyterian (2 block procession) 
 

10:30am Worship Service & Celebration of World Communion  
               (The Presbyterian Church) 
 
Parking is available at Century Palace if you do not wish to walk.  
Parking is limited, so if you are able to walk the two blocks please 
do, and leave the parking spaces at Century Palace for those who 
may need them.   
 

Donations are accepted to assist with the cost of the meal. 
 


