
 

                              
       The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” And the Lord said, “If you had  

  faith as a grain of mustard seed, you could say to a large tree, ‘Be rooted up, and be  

  planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you.                                                   LUKE 17:5-6 

  

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  L o rd ’ s  Da y  
 

October 2, 2022 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome    
           

Prelude                                        Liturgical Improvisation                             George Oldroyd 
O son of God, the source of life, Praise is your due by night and day. 

Your happy lips must raise the strain Of your esteemed and splendid name. 
 

All who are able may stand 

Opening Sentences:  (Congregational response in bold) 

Leader:  Faith as small as a mustard seed could uproot a mulberry tree and toss it into the sea. 
People:  Why would we want to do that?  

Leader:   O.K. What do you want to do?  

People:  Be at peace. Offer comfort. Sustain hope. Show mercy. Walk humbly with God. 

Leader:  Are any of those very difficult things easier than tossing a mulberry tree into the sea? 

People:  No… Lord, increase our faith! 
 

Opening Hymn 636             Let All the World in Every Corner Sing                AUGUSTINE 
Let all the world in every corner sing, "My God and King!" 

The heavens are not too high, God's praise may thither fly; 

the earth is not too low, God's praises there may grow. 

Let all the world in every corner sing, "My God and King!" 
 

Let all the world in every corner sing, "My God and King!" 

The church with psalms must shout:  no door can keep them out. 

But, more than all, the heart must bear the longest part. 

Let all the world in every corner sing, "My God and King!" 

Jesus’ arresting 

saying about 

mustard seeds and 

trees assures the 

apostles that 

nothing will be 

impossible for 

those who have 

faith.  

 

We come to 

worship gladly and 

in our gladness we 

are playful. Here we 

encounter the joy of 

being in God’s 

presence and the 

power of the faith 

entrusted to us. 

  



 
                                                             

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with 

our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

In your mercy, forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and direct what 

we shall be, that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your 

holy name. Amen. 
A period of silence is observed for personal confession 

 

Declaration of Good News 

 

                                    Response Hymn 183              Come to Me, O Weary Traveler                                  AUSTIN 
 

Come to me, O wea-ry trav-eler; come to me with your dis-tress;  

come to me, you heav-y bur-dened; come to me and find your rest. 
 

Rest in me, O wea-ry trave-ler; rest in me and do not fear.  

Rest in me, my heart is gen-tle; rest and cast a-way your care. 
 

Passing of the Peace   
As we greet the Lord, we greet one another in His name. 

 

Hearing the Word 
 

All Sit 

Prayer for Illumination  

 

The Psaltery                                                                                 Lamentations 1:1-6; 3:19-26  
                                                                        Good News for Those Discouraged by the Wickedness Around Them 

How lonely sits the city that once was full of people! How like a widow she has become, 

she that was great among the nations! She that was a princess among the provinces  

has become subject to forced labor. 

She weeps bitterly in the night, with tears on her cheeks; among all her lovers, 

she has no one to comfort her; all her friends have dealt treacherously with her; 

they have become her enemies. 

Judah has gone into exile with suffering and hard servitude; she lives now among the  

nations; she finds no resting place; her pursuers have all overtaken her in the midst  

of her distress. 

The roads to Zion mourn, for no one comes to the festivals; all her gates are desolate; 

her priests groan; her young girls grieve, and her lot is bitter. 

Her foes have become the masters; her enemies prosper because the LORD has made her  

suffer for the multitude of her transgressions; her children have gone away, 

captives before the foe. 

From daughter Zion has departed all her majesty. Her princes have become like stags  

that find no pasture; they fled without strength before the pursuer. 

The thought of my affliction and my homelessness is wormwood and gall! 
 My soul continually thinks of it and is bowed down within me. 

But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: The steadfast love of the LORD  

never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning;  

great is your faithfulness. 

“The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.” 

The LORD is good to those who wait for him, to the soul that seeks him. 

It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD. 

 

 

God offers us 

everything. We ask 

God to make us 

ready to receive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Anthem                  I Want to Walk as a Child of Light              HOUSTON/arr. Richard Proulx                     

                                   
All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                      Luke 17:5-10 

                                                          Faith’s Power; Faith’s Responsibility” 
The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” The Lord replied, “If you had faith the size 

of a mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and 

it would obey you. 

“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in from plowing or tending sheep 

in the field, ‘Come here at once and take your place at the table’? Would you not rather say to 

him, ‘Prepare supper for me, put on your apron and serve me while I eat and drink; later you 

may eat and drink’? Do you thank the slave for doing what was commanded? So you also, when 

you have done all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we have done only 

what we ought to have done!’” 
 

All Sit 

Sermon                                            Decrease, Increase               Reverend Bailey A. Pickens  

 

Responding to the Word 
 
All Stand   

Hymn 310                                   I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord                              ST. THOMAS 
 First and Last Verses Only 

 

I love thy kingdom, Lord, the house of thine abode, 

the church our blest Redeemer saved with his own precious blood. 
 

Sure as thy truth shall last, to Zion shall be given 

the brightest glories earth can yield, and brighter bliss of heaven. 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                   A Brief Statement of Faith (selected lines)    
 In life and in death we belong to God. 

    Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship 

and serve.  

In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all 

families of the earth. 

      Hearing their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage. 

      Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.  

      Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the 

prodigal home, 

      God is faithful still.       

 
All Sit                    
Offertory                                              A Hymn Setting                                            Paul Manz 

                                          If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee  

 
All Stand 

Doxology                                                                                                        Hymnal page 592 

 

Prayer of Dedication  
 

 

 

 

 

God’s love 

upholds us in our 

striving to be 

God’s faithful 

people. 

  



 

Sealing the Word in the Sacrament 
 

All Sit 

The Lord’s Supper 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

The Communion of the People 
Coming forward for communion symbolizes our response to God’s gift. Come down the center aisle 

to receive, and return to your seat by the side aisles. 

 

Communion Anthem                 Be Present at Our Table, Lord                          Arlen Clarke 
                                                                  Maddie Miller, soprano 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Bearing the Word into the Created World 
 

Hymn 547                          Go, My Children, with My Blessing                    AR HYDY NOS 
 

“Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 

In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 

Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 

 

“Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 

Here you heard my dear Son’s story, here you touched him, saw his glory. 

Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.” 

 

“Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 

Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

Here my Spirit’s power filled you, here my tender comfort stilled you. 

Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 
 

Benediction  

 

Postlude                                     O God Beyond All Praising                          David Cherwien 

************************************************************************** 
 

WELCOME VISITORS! 
WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us!  

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please email  

our church office: info@bgpres.org or visit our website: www.bgpres.org 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •   www.bgpres.org 

mailto:info@bgpres.org
http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/


 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         The Presbyterian Church Staff  

 

 

 
 

Announcements 
 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

USHERS:  The Polen and Thomison families 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Madeline Miller, Hailey Goodwin, Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 

LAY READER:  Judy Clark 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY October 9:  Jeremiah 29:1, 4–7; Psalm 66:1–12; 2 Timothy 2:8–15; Luke 17:11–19. 
 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week will be Judy Whitson. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You 

may contact them through the church office: 270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY:  

TODAY, ON WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY, we collect the Peace & Global Witness Offering. One of four special 

offerings of the PC(U.S.A.) this is for helping peacemaking/reconciliation efforts both through our congregation and 

denomination. 25% stays with us for that work.  The Presbytery also receives 25% with the remainder used by our 

denomination. Thank you for your generosity.  
 

WE WELCOME BAILEY PICKENS The Reverend Bailey Pickens is the Community Connections Director at the Franklin 

(KY) Presbyterian Church.  Bailey last preached here on June 26th. We are glad to welcome her back. 
  

MATTHEW AND ANN COVINGTON are in Park City, Utah, where Matthew has been asked to officiate at the wedding of 

a young man he baptized some years ago. The Covingtons will return tomorrow. 
 

THERE ARE SEVERAL TAX-ADVANTAGED WAYS TO SUPPORT THE CHURCH by donating accumulated 

resources, such as stocks that have appreciated in value, required minimum distributions from traditional IRAs, and 

remembering the church in your will. 
 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope  

Youth Ministries David Clarke 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music Director                                           

Kimberly Watkins 

Emily Chambers 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Sunday Sexton                      Sara Parkerson 

  

Elders: Class of 2023-Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan,                 

Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, Julia 

Roberts, Julie Wedge   Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette Parkerson, Judy Whitson; Class of 2024 Trudy 

Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of 2025-Craig Long, Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, 

Fred Trickey 

 
Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our 

website (below) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from 

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code. https://bgpres.org/give 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, October 2 

      8:30 a.m.       Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.    Sunday School 

9:15 a.m.       Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.     Worship  

   Monday, October 3                    
         9:00 a.m.    GOD/DOG is Love  

   Tuesday, October 4 
         11:00 a.m.     Special Care 

         2:00 p.m.       Staff Meeting 

   Wednesday, October 5 

         7:00 a.m.     Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         5:00 p.m.       Chancel Choir 

   Friday, October 7 

         7:30 a.m.    Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

     

 
 

 

   

 



 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES  9:00am.  Class offerings include: 

Coffee and Conversation Class – For fall:  “The Case for Christ” by Lee Strobel. All are welcome! 

The Chosen Class – 9:00am in Fellowship Hall – Currently, we are viewimg and discussing in detail the first half or so:  

Season 1, Episode 1: I Have Called You by Name - Two brothers struggle with their tax debts to Rome while a woman in the 

Red Quarter wrestles with her demons. All are invited, first time viewers, as well as those who want to view the series again! 

We’ll plan to finish Episode 1 October 9.  

Coming soon: The Floyd Hays Ellis Class has a new class at Cecelia Memorial Church. Class at 9:00am, start date tba. 

Youth Class – in the Youth Suite on the 2nd floor 

Preschool and Children’s classes – downstairs 

 

SMALL GROUPS   We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering of folks that visit, laugh, learn, serve, pray 

and grow spiritually. You can join a Small Group at any time during the year and now is an especially good time as we rally 

back together for the new church year and new school year.  We have a variety of Small Groups and look forward to having 

more.  Currently the following Small Groups are meeting and would welcome new members: 

God/Dog is Love (Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park, Contact Debbie Morse) 

Chair Yoga (Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen) 

Breakfast Group (Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix) 

Men’s Breakfast Group (Fridays, 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5th Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh) 

Neighborhood Group (1st Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home, Contact Julia Roberts) 

The Bible and Bees (Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington) 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (Contact Donna Meredith.) 

Eating Out (Starting soon, Fridays and Sundays, Contact Mary Evans) 

Do you have an idea for a new Small Group?  Talk to Matthew Covington, David Clarke, Tim Leigh, Pamela Napier,                   

or Mary Evans and they will help make it happen! 
 

COMING UP:  

DEACONS’ MEETING DATE CHANGE  Our church Deacons will meet one week later than usual, on Tuesday evening, 

October 11th at 6:00pm. The meeting will be upstairs in the Conference Room. Please note the time and date change. 
 

DRITI Needs YOU!  DRITI is just around the corner and the Missions Ministry needs a few folks to fill Coordinator positions. 

Coordinators will use the sign-up sheets (In 10th Street Lobby, beginning October 2) and make sure slots are covered for their 

area from November 17-March 9.  We need a Hospitality Coordinator, a Set-Up Coordinator, and a Clean-up Coordinator. 

Thanks to Sarah Webb who has agreed to serve as DRITI Coordinator again this year, to Susan Thomison and Teri Polen our 

Food Coordinators, and to Phil Burkeen our Van Driver Coordinator. For additional information, contact Judy Whitson, 

Missions Chair. 
 

WORSHIP IS ALWAYS EVOLVING to connect the people of every age with God of All the Ages. On fifth Sundays of the 

month (the next one is October 30), we will conduct worship in differently creative ways to help us stretch our experiences of 

prayer and praise. 
 

CECELIA MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH will celebrate their 175 year anniversary on October 22 (2:00pm at 

716 College Street). An afternoon of singing, testimonials, and words from  the Lord. Local gospel musicians and pastors will 

be sharing what it is like praising God in our community, and Rev. Clemette Haskins will be the keynote speaker. 
 

OTHER NEWS:  

CURRENT ART EXHIBIT  The artists of Pushins Studio invite everyone to visit their exhibit in the church fellowship 

hall.  The artists are Terry Wilson, Laura McGee, Jenny Lowe, and Myra Dwyer.  Pushins Studio is up a long flight of outside 

stairs in the Former Pushins department store at the corner of Main and College streets.  Our church is pleased to offer exhibit 

space to these fine local artists. The exhibit will run from September 16-October 13. 
 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE TEXTS from the church with reminders about upcoming events and information? If 

you are not already on our text list, provide your mobile number to the church office and request to be added.  

 

 

We extend our sympathy to Bob Hunt and his family in the death of his wife and church 

member Wanda Hunt, who died September 27, 2022. 

mailto:jkpwhitson@gmail.com

