
 

                                  

                                                                                                                                                          
                                           
 

The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green 
S e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  L o r d ’ s  Da y  

October 25, 2030 
 

 Mission Statement:  We Share the Vitality of Christ, Loving, Serving, and Welcoming All. 
 
 

Gathering Around the Word 

  

Gathering Music                                                                                                     

 

Striking of the Hour 

 

Welcome 

 

Prelude                               Prelude on Hymn Tune THAXTED                 David Cherwien  

   

O God beyond all praising, we worship you today and sing the love amazing… 

We honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord.                    

 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship (Responsive)         

     God of the Angel Armies, Lord of Hosts, Lord Sabaoth; 

You have called your people to seek the welfare of the city where we live, 

To build houses, and be at home where you have sent us, 

To put in gardens and grow food, and feed each other as we can. 

We will pray for the deep peace of our city, since others’ peace is our peace too. 

God of the Angel Armies, Lord of Hosts, Lord Sabaoth, 

We are yours. You will not abandon us to loss. 

You include us in your plans. 
From Jeremiah 29:4-11 

 

The Congregation Will Not Sing Hymns. This Is A Precaution Against Covid-19 Infection  

Opening Hymn 39                    Great Is Thy Faithfulness                      FAITHFULNESS 
Collegiate Ensemble 

 

Call to Confession 

 

For Young 

Worshipers: 

Do you like living 

in Bowling Green, 

Kentucky? The 

next time you say 

your prayers, pray 

for the people in 

our city.  

The thought that a 

community (or a 

whole society) can be 

judged by how well it 

treats its weakest 

members rings so 

true that similar 

quotes to this effect 

have been attributed 

to Mohandas Gandhi, 

Herbert Hoover, 

Hubert Humphrey, 

and Fyodor  

Dostoyevsky. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have not valued 

righteousness.  We 

ask God for help. 



 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession (Unison) 

Gracious God, your love saves us. Again and again, we are delivered, and helped, and 
blessed. We remember your great love, and the command Jesus gave: that we should 
love one another.  
We confess that love has not ruled in our hearts, nor been the guiding principle of our 
lives. We have not loved you, O God; we have not loved our fellow women and men; we 
have allowed our own personal wants and desires to blind us to the needs of others near 
us. Forgive us, loving God, as we admit our failure and sin, our pride and our 
selfishness. Forgive us that we may walk in love, for Jesus sake. 
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession  

 

Declaration of Good News  
 . 

Passing the Peace of Christ  
    The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace.  Let us share it with one another. 

 

All Sit 

Time With Young Disciples 
 

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

Reading from the First Covenant                                                Jeremiah 29:1-2, 4-7, 11  
                                                                      Jeremiah’s Letter to Babylon                                                  

These are the words of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the 

remaining elders among the exiles, and to the priests, the prophets, and all the people, whom 

Nebuchadnezzar had taken into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon.  This was after King 

Jeconiah, and the queen mother, the court officials, the leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, the 

artisans, and the smiths had departed from Jerusalem.  It said: Thus says the LORD of hosts, 

the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 

Build houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they produce. Take wives and have 

sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they 

may bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease.  But seek the welfare of the 

city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare 

you will find your welfare. For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans 

for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope. 
 

Anthem                                           Sing Praise to God                     Robert W. Thygerson                
 

Reading from Revelation                                                Revelation 21:1-4, 22-23, 22:1-2  
Vision of the New Jerusalem 

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away, and the sea was no more.  And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down 

out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud 

voice from the throne saying, “See, the home[a] of God is among mortals. He will 

dwell[b] with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them;  he will wipe 

every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no 

more, for the first things have passed away.” I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the 

Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on 

it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. Then the angel showed me the 

river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the 

Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of 

life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are 

for the healing of the nations. 
 

Praise the Lord! 

Praise God in the 

sanctuary; praise 

God in God’s 

creation!   
           Psalm 150 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The exile of God’s 

People from 

Jerusalem to 

Babylon was a bitter 

experience. But 

Jeremiah encourages 

the People to “seek 

the welfare of the 

city.” Is this an act 

of graciousness by 

the prophet, or is it 

just practical 

advice? 

 

 

 

 

 

It can be said that 

the Bible begins in a 

garden (Eden) and 

ends in a city (the 

new Jerusalem). The 

two are additionally 

linked by the 

presence of the Tree 

of Life in both 

places.  

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-31041a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-31041b


 

Sermon                                           All Who Love the City                    Matthew Covington  
Following the Sermon, There Will Be a Time for Reflection 

 

Responding to the Word 
All Stand 

Affirmation of Faith  (Unison)                                    Based on The Confession of Belhar 

We believe in God--the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  

who gathers, protects and cares for the church.  

We believe the church is one worldwide communion of saints,  

called from the entire human family.  

We believe the church is the single community of believers,  

reconciled with God and with one another.  

We believe that through the working of God’s Spirit,  

unity is a binding force and also that we must seek this unity, which must become 

visible to the world.  

We believe that the sin of division, separation, and hatred between people and  

groups has been conquered by Christ.  

We commit ourselves to protecting the unity of the church universal.  

We pledge to make this unity active in all of our words, thoughts and deeds. 

Amen. 

 
All Sit 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
  
The Congregation Will Not Sing Hymns. This Is A Precaution Against Covid-19 Infection  

Closing Hymn 351             All Who Love and Serve Your City              CHARLESTOWN  

 Collegiate Ensemble 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                              Trumpet Tune                                Arcangelo Corelli 

************************************************************************ 
 

 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online and in person, we are glad you are with us! 

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, 

 please email our church office.   www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Confession of 

Belhar is an 

expression of 

Christian unity:  

the unity of the 

church, and unity 

with the world. 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Interim Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                            Tim Leigh 

Donate Online:  

The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 

also scan the QR code, right.  

https://bgpres.org/give 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, 

Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church Deacons: Angie 

Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda 

Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

                                    Announcements 
 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, DiDi Turley,  

                                                     Sam Tuggle, Eric Bigler 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, November 1:   Joshua 3:7–17;  

Psalm 107:1–7, 33–37; Thessalonians 2:9–13; Matthew 23:1–12 
 

 

TODAY: 

TODAY, we will have an additional outdoor worship service, to  

take place at 4 PM. The service will be at the downtown parking  

structure at Stadium Plaza, on the top floor (if rain, then 3rd floor).  

Our theme will be Care for the City, as we take in a view of Bowling  

Green. All are welcome! Wear your mask, and bring a chair.  
 

TODAY OUR CHILDREN learned in Godly Play about Moses from Exodus 1:8-17:7; 19:1-40:38.  The group meets via 

zoom at 9:00am and is led by Mary Evans. 
 

ADULT ZOOM CLASS OPTION helping us learn about Matthew 25 concluded today.   Today we followed up on our 

discussion of the needs and issues faced by the Housing Authority with poverty.  We will post the video of the class for 

those who aren't able to join live.  Next Sunday we begin a weekly current events study led by Nathan Love.  Zoom links 

are available from Leslee Kirkconnell and also in the special email that goes out every week.   
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTINUES (via Zoom).   Godly Play meets at 9:00am for our children with Mary Evans.  Youth 

meet with David in the afternoons.  Coffee & Conversation meet 9:00am Sundays.   Contact Leslee Kirkconnell for 

information, including zoom links.  NO classes meeting at the church.   
 

ROUND TABLE PULPIT continues each  Monday at 5:00pm via zoom.  Contact the office for the link.  Read and discuss 

the upcoming preaching scriptures, glean insights and perhaps share a story that will inform the sermon!  Email Matthew 

for more information.   
 

COMING UP: 

NEW ADULT CLASS BEGINS NOVEMBER 1!  Nathan Love will lead a discussion on current events with biblical and 

theological underpinnings.  Our materials will come from the Wired Word and will be emailed out ahead of class each 

week.  9:00am via zoom!  Email Leslee Kirkconnell for zoom information (it will also be included in a separate email each 

week).  This class will run for four weeks, and then it will be Advent!!! 
 

GROW FAITH, STRENGTHEN RELATIONSHIPS, GO DEEPER!  Small groups do all of this! We have some 

beginning, and more planned later!  You can contact Tim Leigh, Julia Roberts, or Karen Watson.  Other than the walking 

group (Karen), all are/will be virtual.  Once it is safe to be in person, we will have other groups available.   
 

ANGEL TREE IS COMING!  We will once again be helping local families have a good holiday (begin November 

15).  We will have on-line sign up as well as the ability to pick angels off our tree (if you are here for worship, or you can 

stop by during the week).  More details soon! 
 

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL SUBMISSIONS!  If you would like to contribute to our Advent Devotional booklet for this 

year, please email Leslee Kirkconnell.  Submissions can be artwork, or a story, something focusing on our theme of 

HOPE.  DEADLINE for submission is November 15.   
 

OTHER NEWS: 

PEG TRUMAN’S PAINTINGS are now hanging in the church fellowship hall. Anyone may view them between 8:30am 

and 4:30pm M-Th and 8:30am - noon on Friday. At the Tenth Street entrance, ring the doorbell for entry. Wear a mask. 

Please Sign the guestbook. These works will hang until December 13, at which time the works may be purchased in a lottery 

with a donation to the memorial fund. In addition to what is hanging are a number of prints. Copies of these prints will be 

available for viewers later after a decision about displaying them is reached.  

 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, October 25 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School (Zoom) 

10:30 a.m. Worship  

3:00 p.m. Youth Group 

4:00 p.m. Outdoor Worship 

Monday, October 26 

5:00 p.m. Round Table Pulpit (Zoom) 

6:00 p.m. Community Ed. ASL 

7:00 p.m. Bible Study class (Zoom) 

Tuesday, October 27 

2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 

   Wednesday, October 28 
      6:30 p.m. City of God (Zoom) 

    

    
    
   
 

 
 

    
    
    
    
   

   
 
  
  
       

 
 

      

 
 

mailto:arfranpe@msn.com
mailto:matthew.covington@bgpres.org


 

 

OUR PRESCHOOL LEARNING CENTER has some openings for our Tuesday/Thursday 2-3's class.  Please pass along 

to the families in your life who might be looking for a top-notch preschool.  Tuition is $145 for 3 years and $155 for 2 years 

old (must be 2 or 3 by July 31).  Class meets 9am-1:30pm.  Questions?  Contact Kimberly Watkins, Interim Director, 843-

4707 or plcdirector@bgpres.org.  

 

FOLLOWING OUR CLASS LAST WEEK WITH ABRAHAM WILLIAMS from the Housing Authority, they are in 

need of items for children - socks, underwear, warm jackets.  You can send us a donation to purchase or bring items to the 

church and we will make sure they get where needed.   
 

EQUAL EXCHANGE COFFEE (AND MORE) SALE!  Order your coffee, chocolate, tea and more.  November 8 is the 

order deadline.  Order sheets will be in the office - you may call the office to order (270-843-4707).  Doug Humphrey will 

be happy to answer questions or take your order directly, 270-792-0772.  Order now and delivery guaranteed for the 

holidays!   
 

DAVID'S ROOM IN THE INN BEGINS November 19.  Extra precautions are in place to keep everyone safe.  Sign ups 

are in the 10th Ave Lobby or on our website (https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn).  You may call the office to 

be added as well.  For everyone's safety only those who sign up will be allowed in the building.  Questions?  Email Rider 

Allen. 

 

DONATIONS NEEDED FOR DAVID'S ROOM IN THE INN: 

 Baked and frozen breakfast casseroles (we have freezer space). 

 Bleach wipe cannisters (disinfecting wipes) 

 Packages of Individual cereal boxes (NO big boxes this year) 

 Packages of Individually wrapped snack items - cereal bars, chips, cookies, granola bars, etc. 

 Big box of QUART size zip-plocs (to make snack packs to go) 

 Big bottles of liquid hand soap refills 

 Rags, old Tee-shirts, etc. for wiping down surfaces - we will be making a bleach solution each week, so old ratty 

items are best as bleach will degrade the fabric.   

 Donations may be brought to the office during the week, or if you have a Sunday reservation you may bring then.   

 

 

mailto:plcdirector@bgpres.org
https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn
mailto:scarecrows3718@gmail.com
mailto:scarecrows3718@gmail.com

