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S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

 

October 24, 2021 
 

 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

 

Chiming the Hour 

 

Welcome and Opening Prayer 

   

Prelude                                        All Glory Be to God Alone                             David Schack                 
                                 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship 
     When the poor, who have nothing, share with strangers, 

      Then we know that God still goes that road with us.  
      When the crippled, in their weakness, strengthen others, 

      When, at last, all who suffer find their comfort, 

      When joy fills our cup to overflowing, when our lips only speak what is true, 

      Then we know that God still goes that road with us.  

      When each person is a sister or a brother to us, 

      When each person is a neighbor, 

      Then we know that God still goes that road with us. 

                                         Then we know that God still goes that road with us. 
                                                                                                                     Adapted from When the Poor Ones, Hymn #762 in Glory to God  

 

Opening Hymn 399                          God Welcomes All                              THEMBA AMEN 

Sing Through Three Times 

Choir Only on Second Time 

 

God welcomes all, strangers and friends;  

God’s love is strong and it never ends. 
 

 

 

Essential to the 

formation of a 

community is 

establishing and 

fostering authentic 

relationships, and in 

life everything is 

about relationships. 

The Church, as the 

body of Christ, is 

called to be a 

community not just 

for the sake of 

gathering but also to 

be in relationship 

with God and with 

each other, and with 

the world, to model 

the values Jesus 

lived and taught. 

The “Foundations of 

Presbyterian Polity” 

section of the Book 

of Order states what 

the church should 

strive to become: 

The Church is to be 

a community of 

faith… The Church 

is to be a community 

of hope… The 

Church is to be a 

community of love… 

The Church is to be 

a community of 

witness… 

+ Vilmarie Cintron-

Oliveri and Jose 

Manuel Cappella-

Pratts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession (unison) 

Great God, eternal Trinity, eternal partnership, eternal belonging, Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit, whose very being is a lesson in fellowship, we pray that you will open our hearts to 

each other, and to everyone around us. We confess that we have not been good at making 

peace, offering forgiveness, or seeking reconciliation. We have settled for mere 

acquaintance, even when we need deeply loving relationships. We’ve called the Church  

the Body of Christ, without accepting our full belonging in that body. The meaning of  

that beautiful, biblical word koinonia has eluded us. 

So, we come in repentance.  Hear our prayer for opportunity and time to live in a new way. 

Teach us how to belong, and how to share, and how to love more deeply. 

And then let us sing your praise!  Amen. 
(A silence is kept) 
 

Response Hymn 795                  Healer of Our Every Ill     HEALER OF OUR EVERY ILL 
Refrain Only 

                                        

Heal-er of our ev-ery ill, light of each to-mor-row, 

Give us peace be-yond our fear, and hope be-yond our sor-row. 
 

Declaration of Good News 
 

Passing of the Peace  

  As comfortable, with words and gestures, we share signs of peace and reconciliation. 
 

Time with Young Disciples                                                                        Leslee Kirkconnell 
 

Hearing the Word 
 

All sit 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Psaltery Reading                                                                                                      Psalm 133  
New Revised Standard Version 

Responses from The Message 

How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity! How wonderful, how 

beautiful, when brothers and sisters get along! It is like the precious oil on the head, running 

down upon the beard, on the beard of Aaron, running down over the collar of his robes.  

It’s like costly anointing oil flowing down head and beard, flowing down Aaron’s 

beard, flowing down the collar of his priestly robes. It is like the dew of Hermon, which  

falls on the mountains of Zion. For there the LORD ordained his blessing, life forevermore.  

It’s like the dew on Mount Hermon flowing down the slopes of Zion. Yes, that’s 

where GOD commands the blessing, ordains eternal life. 
 

Anthem                                        O Jesus, Every Moment                       Philip W. J. Stopford 

                    
All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                     Luke 10:38-42 

Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a woman named Martha 

welcomed him into her home. She had a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and 

listened to what he was saying. But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to 

him and asked, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by 

myself? Tell her then to help me.” But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are 

worried and distracted by many things; there is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen the 

better part, which will not be taken away from her.”              

In a time of much 

discord and 

disagreement,  

what can we do to 

foster deep peace? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 133 is a 

celebration of the 

unity of God’s 

people. It uses 

Israel’s history to 

attest to the beauty 

and holiness of this 

deep connection 

between us.  

 

 

 

 

Can we hear Jesus’ 

remarks to Martha 

as an invitation to 

her to join her 

sister in being fully 

present to Jesus, 

the guest? 

 

 



 

 

All Sit                                         Sermon Series on the 8 Habits of Evangelism, #8  

Sermon                                      Fellowship                      Matthew Covington 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 300                  We Are One in the Spirit                     
     THEY’LL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS 

                                                                                                             First and Last Verses Only 
 

We are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord; 

we are one in the Spirit; we are one in the Lord, 

and we pray that all unity may one day be restored: 

and they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love; 

yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 
 

All praise to the Father, from whom all things come, 

and all praise to Christ Jesus, God’s only Son, 

and all praise to the Spirit, who makes us one: 

and they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love; 

yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love. 

 

Affirmation of Faith (Unison)                            A Declaration of Faith (9.4) 

Christ calls us to live for our neighbors. Jesus broadened the definition of neighbor to 

include those ordinarily despised and excluded. His life in behalf of others led to 

persecution and death. He commanded his disciples to live the same way. We believe 

Christ gives us and demands of us lives that recognize all people in all cultures as our 

neighbors on this planet. Christ teaches us to go beyond legal requirements in serving 

and helping our neighbor, to treat our neighbor's needs as our own, to care 

passionately for the other's good, to share what we have. It is part of our discipline to 

live in simplicity, avoiding greed and luxury that threaten our neighbor's survival.  

We are obligated to speak the truth in love, to listen with patience and openness,  

to love our enemies, to accept the risk and pain which love involves. 
 

Prayers of the People 

     

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 306                      Blest Be the Tie That Binds                                  DENNIS 
  First and Last Verses 

 

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love;  

the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 
 

From sorrow, toil, and pain, and sin, we shall be free;  

and perfect love and friendship reign through all eternity. 
 

Benediction 
                                                                             

Postlude                            O Dearest Lord, By All Adored                   MIT FREUDEN ZART 

************************************************************************** 
 

 

Tertullian’s, 

comment on John 

13:34: “A new 

commandment I give 

you, that you love 

one another”, 

distinguished 

Christian love from 

the loveless Roman 

Empire, saying, 

“Look,’ they say, 

‘how they 

[Christians] love one 

another’ (for they 

themselves hate one 

another); ‘and how 

they are ready to die 

for each other’ (for 

they themselves are 

readier to kill each 

other). 

 

 

 

 

 

Loving the neighbor 

is both a blessing 

and a challenge. 

We may reflect on 

how love, in an 

unloving world,  

may put us at odds 

with some social 

structures (here: 

legal 

requirements”). 



 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 
 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us!  

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests,  

please email our church office.    www.bgpres.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                      

 

                             The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor  
Organist, Pastoral Assistant 
Choir Director 
Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 
Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 
Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministries David Clarke 
Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 
Treasurer Steve Moore 
Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 
Director, Preschool Learning Center 
Director of Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 
Lacy Magre 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  
Clerk of Session                                  Tim Leigh 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Mike Kanan, Frederica Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan 

Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bobby Rabold, Bud Schlinker, and Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden.                                     

Our church Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Trudy Burkeen, Rob Byrd, Judy Clark, Kim Ferguson, Evan Goad, Kathleen 

Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Kathy Higgins, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Catherine 

Reber, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

Donate Online:  

The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 

also scan the QR code, right. https://bgpres.org/give 

 

  Calendar 
 

Sunday, October 24 

8:30 a.m.   Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.  Sunday School 

10:00 a.m.  Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.      Worship     

5:00 p.m.  Youth Group 

    Monday, October 25 
        9:00 a.m.  GOD/DOG is Love    

    Tuesday, October 26 
    9:30 a.m.  Chair Yoga   

        11:00 a.m.  Special Care 

    Wednesday, October 27 
         7:00 a.m.  Breakfast Group 

    7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir    

    Thursday, October 28 
        7:00 a.m.  Mens‘ Prayers 

    Friday, October 29 
        7:30 a.m.  Mens‘ Breakfast  

 

http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

Announcements 
 

USHERS:  Polen and Thomison families 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arniethetutor42@gmail.com  

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke 

LAY READER:  Frederica Kernohan 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, soprano; Megan Healey, alto; Darcy Merriman, tenor; Chris Muller, bass 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, October 31:  Ruth 1:1–18; Psalm 146; Hebrews 9:11–14; Mark 12:28–34. 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week are Linda Leigh and Trudy Burkeen. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our 

congregation. You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY: 

ROOTS AND HISTORY OF PRESBYTERIANS class continues to meet each week, 9:00am with some fellowship and 

class beginning around 9:20 or so.  Today we learned about Presbyterians' contributions to literature.  Next week (our final 

class)  will explore Presbyterian contributions to music.  If weather permits, we meet outside on the sidewalk, otherwise in 

Fellowship Hall.   
 

CHRISTIAN THOUGHT CLASS RESUMES on Sunday November 7, 9:00am in the Conference Room.  The DVD series, 

Philosophy of Religion, will restart, with Dr. W. Glenn Kirkconnell leading.  All are welcome to join!   
 

SMALL GROUPS are a great opportunity for growing in fellowship and faith!    https://bgpres.org/grow/small-groups  Check 

out what is available and whom to contact.  Sign up sheets are also on the table on the landing - see who's in what group. Don't 

see what you might like?  Contact Mary Evans, Chair of our Small Group Task Force.  We want to help you launch!   
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTINUES FOR ALL AGES!  9:00am.  FELLOWSHIP is 8:30am and 10:00am (no coffee/food).   
 

SUNNY SIXTEEN CLUB PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT in fellowship hall October 22-December 3.  Our gallery exhibits 

are a contribution to local artists and our community.  You will enjoy these works. Do you know that the photography club 

meets in our fellowship hall each 2nd Tuesday of the month?  For more information contact Julie Barrick or the church office.  
 

YOUTH We have returned to eating meals during youth group Sunday gatherings. If you are interested in providing a meal 

for our youth group you can sign up by speaking to David Clarke or using this link:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0f4ea5a729a5f58-youth4 
 

CHILDREN'S MUSIC MEETS EACH SUNDAY 10:00am in the Children's Music room upstairs. Our new director, Lacy 

Magre is working with them and will have them lead in worship on October 31.  All children in Kindergarten-6th grade are 

welcome.   
 

GLOVES WITH LOVE is back! We are accepting gloves, hats, scarves, socks and underwear for ALL ages (look for the bin 

in the Lobby).  Socks/underwear MUST be new.  We can also take warm clothing items for children, particularly.   
 

BUCK IN A BASKET FOR OCTOBER benefits our Food Pantry.  Please put your offering in the basket that is with the 

offering plate (checks should include BiB October in the memo line).  Thank you!  
 

GODLY PLAY (Kindergarten-5th Grade, meeting 9:00am in the Godly Play Room).   Today the group began exploring the 

story of Moses in Exodus 1-17 and 19-40.  Read through some of the stories.  What does your child remember?  What does 

God want you to learn? 
 

COMING UP 

BLESSING OF THE PETS AND HALLOWEEN FUN! Sunday October 31.  Bring your pet at 2:30 to the Courtyard (or a 

picture if travel is difficult) for a special blessing.  Costumes on four and two legged welcome!  At 3:00pm children should join 

the youth in Fellowship Hall for fun, games and crafts.  Costumes welcome for all ages.  And we will conclude at 4 so everyone 

can get home for the evening's fun!   
 

mailto:arniethetutor42@gmail.com
https://bgpres.org/grow/small-groups
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0f4ea5a729a5f58-youth4


 

 

CHRISTMAS MARKET:  We will be looking for donations for our church table - homemade baked goods, handmade items, 

Christmas decor - anything we can potentially sell (proceeds will go to Living Waters for the World). We also need willing 

hands that day!  Volunteer sign up is available here:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-christmas 
 

THREE CENTS A MEAL collection will be Sunday October 31 during worship.  We will have the big cans on the chancel 

steps for you to put your coins, bills or checks in.  $8.10 is an individual contribution (9 cents/day x 30 days x 3 months), but 

we are grateful for ALL gifts.  One third benefits our Food Pantry and the remainder goes to the Presbyterian Hunger Program, 

which seeks to address the root causes of hunger.   
 

DAVID'S ROOM IN THE INN volunteer sign ups are available!  You can sign up in the Lobby on the sheets or through our 

website:  https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn The season begins November 18 - let us be a warm, welcoming and 

safe place for our unhoused neighbors!  

 

SEEKING SUBMISSIONS FOR THE ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET!  Advent is not that far off and the Christian 

Education Ministry is working on another devotional guide written by YOU!  If you would like to submit a story related to 

Advent (our theme is God with Us), please contact Leslee Kirkconnell.  The deadline is November 15.   
 

ANGEL TREE will return November 14.  We will be sponsoring 15 families, in addition to collecting gift cards for Afghan 

refugee families and Uspiritus young adults.  Watch for the brightly decorated tree to appear in the 10th Ave Lobby!  
 

OTHER: 

WE NEED A PICTURE OF YOU!  A new pictorial directory is being planned and prepared for our church. We need your 

picture and accurate address/phone #/ email address. Pictures are being taken after worship (most Sundays) or, you can take 

your own cellphone picture, and email it to: Jrga1234@aol.com (Alisa Anderson)  
 

THE FOOD PANTRY NEEDS PARTICULAR ITEMS:  hearty (NOT condensed) soups, canned fruit/vegetables, canned 

pasta, canned beans, (cans should preferably be POP TOP);  breakfast/granola bars, anything easily eaten by those with little/no 

kitchen access.   
 

CANDY NEEDED for our Halloween Fun on October 31. We will have our Pet Blessing and then invite kids to join us in 

Fellowship Hall for crafts, games and fun.  We want to have individually wrapped candies to give out - just drop by the office 

at any time! And thank you! 
 

MASKS please, as we follow the CDC recommendations.  This is for the protection of our children, who cannot yet be 

vaccinated, but also for those who have other health concerns.  Let us show our love and concern by wearing a mask inside the 

building at all times.  Masks are always available in the 10th Ave Lobby.  To continue to have safe gatherings inside, everyone 

should wear a mask. We want to be able to stay open for faith formation and other activities!   
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