
 

                                          
 

      Jesus told them a parable, showing that it was necessary to be persistent in prayer. He  

said, “There was a judge who never gave God a thought and cared nothing for people.  

But a widow kept after him. ‘Help me and vindicate me’, she said.” 

 

 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  L o rd ’ s  Da y  
 

October 20, 2019 

                                         Our Mission: Sharing the Vitality of Christ, Loving, Serving, Welcoming All 
 

 
 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Gathering Music  
 

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome    

           

Prelude                              Trio on "The Church's One Foundation"                   D. Blackwell     

                                         
All who are able may stand 

Opening Sentences:  (Congregational response in bold) 

Take delight in the Lord, and the Lord will give you the desires of your heart. 

Jesus taught his disciples to pray always, and to have persistent faith.  
Because our vindication is near! 

Commit your way to the Lord and trust, and the Lord will act. 

God answers the people with justice, God’s people who cry to the Lord day and night. 

The salvation of the righteous is from the Lord: God is our refuge in times of trouble.    
                                                                Psalm 37 and Luke 18:1-8 

 

Opening Hymn 35              Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty                 LOBE DEN HERREN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Try, Try Again 

 

‘Tis a lesson you 

should heed, 

If at first you don’t 

succeed, 

Try, try again; 

Then your courage 

should appear, 

For if you will 

persevere, 

You will conquer, 

never fear. 

Try, try again; 

Once or twice, 

though you should 

fail, 

If you would at last 

prevail, 

Try, try again; 

If we strive, ’tis no 

disgrace. 

Though we do not 

win the race; 

What should you 

do in the case? 

Try, try again. 

If you find your 

task is hard, 

Time will bring you 

your reward, 

Try, try again. 

All that other folks 

can do, 

Why, with patience, 

should not you? 

Only keep this rule 

in view:  

Try, try again. 
T. H. Palmer 

1827-1897 was a 

teacher who 

prepared this poem 

as a reading (and 

moral) exercise for 

his students 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Great God of Life, by guiding us in your ways, you pull us away from self-destructive 

things, away from idle fascinations, away from petty pursuits, away from the things that 

lead to failure. We should welcome your call to righteousness, but living obedient lives is 

foreign to us, and we often refuse. Forgive us for our brokenness!  

Lord, we believe that you always hear our prayers. Hear our persistent confession, 

wanting to be ready, when Christ comes again! 
A period of silence is observed for personal confession 

 

Hymn 572                                                                                                                      KYRIE 
Lord, have mercy upon us, Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Declaration of Good News 

 

Response Hymn 457          I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art                    TOULON                                   

        Our hope is in no other save in The; 

Our faith is build upon Thy promise free; 

Lord give us peace and make us calm and sure, 

That in Thy strength we evermore endure. 
 

Passing of the Peace   
                               As we greet the Lord, we greet one another in His name. 
 

Hearing the Word 
 

All Sit 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

The Psaltery   (Responsive)                                                           Psalm 37:3-6, 39-40  

Salvation Comes from the Lord; Do not be Impatient! 

Trust in the LORD and do good; dwell in the land and enjoy safe pasture. 

Take delight in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him and he will do this: 

He will make your righteous reward shine like the dawn, your vindication like the 

noonday sun. 

The salvation of the righteous comes from the LORD; he is their stronghold in time of 

trouble. 

The LORD helps them and delivers them; he delivers them from the wicked and 

saves them because they take refuge in him. 
 

Anthem                                           Softly and Tenderly                              arr. Renee Clausen             

                            
All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                      Luke 18:1-8 
                                                  The Parable of the Importunate Widow 

Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. He said, “In a 

certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. In that city 

there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my 

opponent.’ For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God 

and no respect for anyone, yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, 

so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’” And the Lord said, “Listen to what the 

unjust judge says. And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and 

night? Will he delay long in helping them?  I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And 

yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
 

Our persistent 

prayers are 

motivated by hope. 

We hope that God 

will help us 

change, and we do 

not desist in this 

hoping. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 37 is wise 

advice (a Wisdom 

Psalm). The advice 

is familiar: 

Goodness will be 

blessed. “The 

desires of our 

hearts” are 

available to those 

“who take delight 

in the Lord.”  

 

 

 

 

 

The parable of the 

widow’s 

persistence is 

introduced as a 

parable about 

prayer and not 

losing heart, then 

moves into a story 

about justice, and 

ends with a 

question about 

faith.  

 



 
All Sit 

Sermon                                 “If At First You Don’t Succeed…”             Matthew Covington  

 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand   

Hymn 100                               Canticle of the Turning      STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN 

  

Affirmation of Faith                                                                         A Declaration of Faith 

We believe Christ gives us and demands of us lives in pilgrimage toward God’s  

kingdom.  

Like Christ we may enjoy on our journey all that sustains life and makes it pleasant 

and beautiful.  

No more than Christ are we spared the darkness, ambiguity, and the threat of life in 

the world. We are in the world but not of the world.  

Our confidence and hope for ourselves and other people do not rest in the powers and  

achievements of this world, but in the coming and hidden presence of God’s kingdom.  

Christ calls each of us to a life appropriate to that kingdom:  

to serve as he has served us;  

to take up our cross, risking the consequences of faithful discipleship;  

to walk by faith, not by sight,  

to hope for what we have not seen.  

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.   

 
All Sit                   
Offertory                                    Fugetta on 'Lobe den Herren'                                    P. Moore 

        

Prayer of Dedication  
 

    Bearing the Word into the Created World 
 

Hymn 633                                        Praise Ye the Lord                                    CLEVELAND 

 

Postlude                                         Prelude in G major                                              J.S. Bach 

************************************************************************** 
 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! We invite you to pick up visitor’s information on your way out, either in the narthex or on 

the table on the right in the downstairs entrance hall.  Ushers will be standing by to help you find them. Always 

know that a cordial greeting is extended by ministers, officers, and congregation. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

 

Our church Elders: Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, David Coverdale, Mary Evans, Rob Hale, Matt Hunt, Mike 

Kanan, John Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Nancy Moore, Pamela Napier, David Sears, and David Thomison. Our church Deacons: 

Rider Allen, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Rocky Cooper, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Cathey Green, Jean Harris, Linda Leigh, 

Tom MacMillin, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Teri Polen, Charlotte Prow, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison, and Debbie Trickey. 

 

In pilgrimage toward 

God’s kingdom, we 

encounter obstacles. 

But faith perseveres.  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Buck in a Basket 

Offering is a way of 

saying “I’m here" 

each week. Proceeds 

fund various 

unbudgeted 

initiatives. 

  



 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
                   270-843-4707  •   www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

                       The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                      
 

 

 

 

                            Announcements 
 

USHERS:  The Kernohan and Hudson families 

LAY READER:  Nathan Love 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  Barbara Solberg-Hale and Matt Hunt   

NURSERY ATTENDANTS: Alisia Mosley and Kimberly Watkins 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com    
 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, October 27:  Joel 2:23–32; Psalm  

65;  2 Timothy 4:6–8, 16–18; Luke 18:9–14. 
 

TODAY 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week will be Jean Harris and Sally  

Calkins. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You  

may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 

 

TODAY WE WELCOME Heather Kirkconnell as our Organist while  

Tom Moody enjoys well-earned time off.  Heather is a graduate of  

Oberlin Conservatory with her BMus in Organ Performance, and has studied in France in Paris under Mme Langlais and in 

Versailles under Msr Jean Baptiste-Robin.  She is also our Children's Music Director.  She brings solid experience as organist 

and music director from churches in Ohio and Massachusetts.  She will also be with us next Sunday October 27.   

 

ART EXHIBIT Our newest exhibit in Fellowship Hall features the Sunny 16 Camera Club. Please stop by to see this new 

photography show soon!  
 

WHAT ARE WE LEARNING?  Each Sunday we come together to worship and learn about  God.  During the Sunday School 

hour, our children and youth attend class to hear the Bible and learn to apply it to their lives.  Parents are needed to follow 

up!  Our Preschool Class heard the story of the Exodus from Exodus 13:17-14:31; 15:1-21.  Our Kindergarten - 3rd grade 

students in Godly Play heard about The Flood and the Ark from Genesis 6-8.  4th and 5th Graders read about Israel crossing 

the Jordan river and setting up the stones to remember in Joshua 3:14-17; 4:1-8, 19-24.  PLEASE READ the scripture stories 

at home and ask your children what they heard.  Wonder together what God wants you to know and do because of these stories!   
 

CHILDREN'S MUSIC HAS RESUMED Sundays at 9:00am.  Please make regular attendance a priority.  They will lead in 

worship next Sunday, October 27.   
 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Dana Patterson 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Donate Online:  

We have recently set up the church website to 

accept online donations. Just go to the website 

below and fill out the simple form. Donations 

can also be made from your smart phone.   

You can also scan the QR code. 

https://bgpresdonate.cloverdonations.com/ 

online-donations/ 

 

Calendar 
 

     Sunday, October 20 

  8:30 a.m.   Coffee Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.  Children’s Music 

  9:15 a.m.   Breakfast 

  9:30 a.m.   Sunday School 

  10:30 a.m. Worship 

  11:30 a.m. Chili Cook-off 

Monday, October 21 

5:00 p.m. Round Table Pulpit  

Tuesday, October 22 

11:00 a.m. Special Care 

1:00 p.m. CUICHM 

2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 

      Wednesday, October 23 
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir 
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Announcements (continued) 
 

WE ARE STILL ACCEPTING OFFERINGS FOR PEACE & GLOBAL WITNESS, one of four special PC(U.S.A) 

offerings.  25% of your gifts stays here for peacemaking causes.  25% stays with the Presbytery of Western Kentucky and 50% 

goes to the Presbyterian Mission Agency for peacemaking efforts around the world.  Thank you for your generosity!  Just mark 

your check ‘peacemaking offering.’   
 

COMING UP:   
CHRISTMAS MARKET PLANNING TEAM will meet Sunday October 27, 11:30am in Fellowship Hall.  Lunch provided.   
 

BLESSING OF THE PETS will be Sunday October 27, beginning 4:30pm in the Courtyard.  WE ARE COLLECTING 

ITEMS FOR THE HUMANE SOCIETY! Always needed: bleach, paper towels, non-clumping kitty litter, treats for 

dogs/cats/small critters; dog/cat/puppy/kitten food (PLEASE be sure food items are NOT EXPIRED), Dawn dish detergent, 

laundry detergent, batteries (AA, AAA, D), Office supplies.  See their website for more information - 

bgshelterpets.com.  Please bring items to the office through October.    
 

CHRISTIAN THOUGHT CLASS has concluded its study of Science and Religion.  Beginning October 27, they will be 

beginning a new video/discussion series on Philosophy and Religion.  Newcomers always welcome!   
 

FALL FESTIVAL is October 27th from 5:00-6:00pm, following the Blessing of the Pets.  Come to Fellowship Hall for fun 

fall-themed activities, tricks and treats.  Costumes welcome (pet and human)!  Our youth are planning a great time for all 

children.  Invite your friends and neighbors!  
 

CHRISTMAS MARKET HELP!  We are just two months out from our second Christmas Market and Brunch!  Help will be 

needed that day and before our event. https://www.signupgenius.com /go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-christmas1 Greeters, 

floaters, kitchen folk (to sell brunch items) cashiers, church vendors (to sell donated items) clean up, more.  Most shifts are two 

hours or less.  So plenty of time to shop and enjoy brunch also!   

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!  On Sunday, November 3 we will be dedicating the newly installed historical marker at 

Pioneer Cemetery, as part of our 200th year celebrations. Plan to join us at the location at 2:00pm on November 3rd. 

 
ROOM IN THE INN signup sheets are located in the 10th Street Parlor. We will be hosting every Thursday starting in mid- 

November, and need volunteers for many different tasks. Please check the lists and see if you can help (people can sign up for 

a one-time shift). Helpers for setup, cleanup, dinner hosts, innkeepers, and food providers are all appreciated and necessary for 

this outreach.  
 

OTHER NEWS:  

DID YOU KNOW? Our Sunday School offering has been designated to help 

Uspiritus (now Centerstone) purchase backpacks and suitcases for the 

children and youth in their care.  Each quarter the CE Ministry will designate 

a particular non-budget project for the dollars we receive each Sunday.  We 

will collect for Uspiritus through December.   
 

CASSEROLES NEEDED!  Our Brunch for our Christmas Market relies on 

casseroles.  We have the recipe and the pans.  We just need YOU to make 

them - bake, freeze and bring to the church by December 6.  Recipes/pans are 

available in the office.  See Shannon Dyche or Leslee Kirkconnell.  
 

CANDY NEEDED FOR OUR FALL FESTIVAL!  We need individually 

wrapped candy to give out on October 27 during our festival.  Please bring to 

the office for Leslee or David. And come enjoy the Pet Blessing and the fun!   
 

RICE is needed for the Food Pantry.  We like to give out a bag of beans and 

one of white rice to those who come for help and our rice supply is beginning 

to run low.  Next time you shop, please consider picking up a bag or two and 

putting in the drawer under the stairs labeled LOCAL PANTRY.  Thank you!   

 

http://bgshelterpets.com/

