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S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

 

October 17, 2021 
 

 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Chiming the Hour 

 

Welcome and Opening Prayer 

   

Prelude                           Praise the Almighty, My Soul, Adore Him                       Jan Bender                                                     
                                 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship 
     I am convinced. God is here, and we can trust God forever. 

     We won’t wait for suffering to drive us to God. We walk in God’s way always. 

     Committed to God’s purposes, and intending to carry out our commitments, 

     We will pay our vows to the Lord. 

     I can never repay God for God’s ever-present love. 

     We can only dedicate our lives to praising God where we are. 

     I am God’s servant and God’s child; I love God forever. 

     We proclaim to the whole world: God is in our midst. 
                                                                                                                                                              Adapted from Psalm 116  Psalms Now!  

 

Opening Hymn 655                 What Shall I Render to the Lord                    MARTYRDOM 

First, Second, and Fourth Verses            
 

What shall I render to the Lord, what shall my offering be, 

for all the gracious benefits God has bestowed on me? 
 

Salvation's cup my soul shall take while to the Lord I pray, 

and with God’s people I will meet, my thankful vows to pay. 
 

Within God’s house, the house of prayer, my soul shall bless the Lord, 

and praises to God’s holy Name let all the saints accord. 
 

 

 

 

The definition of 

generosity is quite 

simple. It is giving 

good things to 

others freely and 

abundantly. Both 

parts are necessary: 

Generosity must be 

free and unforced; it 

must also be lavish 

and expansive.  

Even small gifts, 

can be lavish. 
+Leanne Van Dyk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The theme of 

gratitude for God’s 

protection and 

bounty is strong in 

this hymn. 

The tune is from an 

18th century Scottish 

folk song. 

 



 

 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession (unison) 

Generous God, there is nothing we have that you have not given to us. All we have and all 

we are flow from your abundant love. Forgive and correct us when we are not generous 

ourselves. Forgive and correct us when we do not reflect your love. Give us open hands,  

so that others may discover your generosity through us. And then may the whole world 

joyfully sing your praise!  Amen. 
(A silence is kept) 

 

Response Hymn 799            I Love the Lord, Who Heard My Cry          I LOVE THE LORD 
Second Verse Only 

                                        

I love the Lord, who heard my cry and chased my grief away. 

O let my heart no more despair while I have breath to pray. 
 

Declaration of Good News 
 

Passing of the Peace  

  As comfortable, with words and gestures, we share signs of peace and reconciliation. 
 

Time with Young Disciples                                                                        Leslee Kirkconnell 
 

Hearing the Word 
 

All sit 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Psaltery Reading                                                                                      Psalm 116:14, 16-19  
New Revised Standard Version 

Responses from the Contemporary English Version 

What shall I return to the LORD    for all his bounty to me? I will lift up the cup of salvation 

  and call on the name of the LORD, What must I give you, LORD, for being so good to me? 

I will pour out an offering of wine to you! 
I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people. I will pray in your name 

because you have saved me. I will keep my promise to you when your people meet. 

O LORD, I am your servant;    I am your servant, the child of your serving girl. You have 

loosed my bonds. I worship you, LORD, just as my mother did, and you have rescued me 

from the chains of death. I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice  and call on the name 

of the LORD. I will offer you a sacrifice to show how grateful I am, and I will pray. 

I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people,  in the courts of the house 

of the LORD, in your midst, O Jerusalem. I will keep my promise to you when your 

people gather  at your temple in Jerusalem. 

Praise the LORD!  Shout praises to the Lord! 
 

Anthem                          Comfort Ye, My People from Messiah                           G.F. Handel 

                                                       Darcy Merriman, tenor  

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Psalmist has  

apparently been 

spared from some 

mortal danger, and 

now offers God a 

deeply sincere 

thanks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                          John 6:5-14 

When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where 

are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” He said this to test him, for he himself knew 

what he was going to do.  Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough 

bread for each of them to get a little.” One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, 

said to him, “There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they 

among so many people?” Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great 

deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the 

loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; so also 

the fish, as much as they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up 

the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.”  So they gathered them up, and from 

the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve 

baskets. When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed 

the prophet who is to come into the world.”                    

                                                   
All Sit                                         Sermon Series on the 8 Habits of Evangelism, #7  

Sermon                                      Generosity                      Matthew Covington 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 803         My Shepherd Will Supply My Need                     RESIGNATION 
First Verse Only 

 

My Shepherd will supply my need; Jehovah is his name. 

In pastures fresh he makes me feed beside the living stream; 

He brings my wandering spirit back when I forsake his ways, 

and leads me, for His mercy's sake, in paths of truth and grace. 

 

Affirmation of Faith (Unison)                            A Declaration of Faith (9.3) 

Christ calls us to be disciples. 

We believe Christ gives us and demands of us personal lives that are centered in God 

and open to God's reality and rule. Christ teaches us to put obedience to God above  

the interests of self, family, race or nation; to offer God joyously our money, ability, 

and time. 

 

Prayers of the People 

     

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 697                                 Take My Life                                              HENDON 
  First and Fourth Verses 

 

Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise, 

let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold; 

take my intellect and use every power as thou shalt choose, 

every power as thou shalt choose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Being Christian 

disciples means 

freely offering  

the Lord whatever 

we have, in the 

assurance that the 

Lord will use it in 

renewing, saving 

ways. 

What motivated the 

boy to generously  

give up his  

loaves and fish? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Benediction 
 

Congregational Meeting 

                                                                             

Postlude                                 We Give Thee But Thine Own                              SCHUMANN                               

************************************************************************** 
 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us!  

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests,  

please email our church office.    www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                      

                             The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

Pastor  
Organist, Pastoral Assistant 
Choir Director 
Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 
Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 
Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministries David Clarke 
Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 
Treasurer Steve Moore 
Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 
Director, Preschool Learning Center 
Director of Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 
Lacy Magre 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  
Clerk of Session                                  Tim Leigh 

Donate Online:  

The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 

also scan the QR code, right. https://bgpres.org/give 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Mike Kanan, Frederica Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan 

Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bobby Rabold, Bud Schlinker, and Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden.                                     

Our church Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Trudy Burkeen, Rob Byrd, Judy Clark, Kim Ferguson, Evan Goad, Kathleen 

Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Kathy Higgins, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Catherine 

Reber, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 

Calendar 
 

Sunday, October 17 

8:30 a.m.   Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.  Sunday School 

10:00 a.m.  Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.      Worship     

11:30 a.m.  Congregational Meeting 

3:30 p.m.  Confirmation Class 

   Tuesday, October 19 
    9:30 a.m.  Chair Yoga   

    11:00 a.m.   Finance Ministry 

        11:00 a.m.  Special Care 

    1:00 p.m.  CUICHM 

    7:00 p.m.  Session 

    Wednesday, October 20 

        5:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir    

     

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

Announcements 
 

USHERS:  Brad Howard 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arniethetutor42@gmail.com  

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke 

LAY READER:  Karol Ahmed 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, soprano; Megan Healey, alto; Darcy Merriman, tenor; Chris Muller, bass 
 

THE SESSION HAS CALLED A CONGREGATIONAL MEETING for Sunday, October 17, following worship. The 

purpose of the meeting is to inform the congregation of a potential budget shortfall in 2022. 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, October 24:  Job 42:1–6, 10–17; Psalm 34:1–8 (19–22); Hebrews 7:23–28; Mark 10:46–52. 

 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week are Judy Whitson and Rider Allen. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our 

congregation. You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

 
 

TODAY: 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTINUES FOR ALL AGES!  9:00am.  FELLOWSHIP is 8:30am and 10:00am (no coffee/food).   
 

CHILDREN'S MUSIC MEETS EACH SUNDAY 10:00am in the Children's Music room upstairs. Our new director, Lacy 

Magre is working with them and will have them lead in worship on October 31.  All children in Kindergarten-6th grade are 

welcome.   
 

BUCK IN A BASKET FOR OCTOBER benefits our Food Pantry.  We will collect on October 17 and 24th.   
 

GODLY PLAY (Kindergarten-5th Grade, meeting 9:00am in the Godly Play Room).   Today the group continues exploring 

in Genesis 37:1-31 and 49:1-6 about Joseph. Read about Joseph in those chapters at home.  What does God want you to learn? 
 

BUCK IN A BASKET FOR OCTOBER benefits our Food Pantry.  We will collect on October 17 and 24th.   
 

CONFIRMATION CLASS will meet this afternoon, 3:30pm in the Conference Room.  Thank you for continuing to pray for 

our members:  Claire Ellington (Susan Thomison); Maddie Davenport (Mary Evans); Cary Beth Bowen (Karol Ahmed); and 

Laura Parkerson (Judy Whitson).   
 

ROOTS AND HISTORY OF PRESBYTERIANS class continues to meet each week, 9:00am with some fellowship and 

class beginning around 9:20 or so.  Today we learned about Presbyterians' involvement in the Civil War (and especially our 

location here).  Next week will explore Presbyterian contributions to literature. The class will conclude on October 31.   
 

SMALL GROUPS are a great opportunity for growing in fellowship and faith!    https://bgpres.org/grow/small-groups  Check 

out what is available and whom to contact.  Don't see what you might like?  Contact Mary Evans, Chair of our Small Group 

Task Force.  We want to help you launch!   
 

COMING UP 

DAVID'S ROOM IN THE INN volunteer sign ups are available!  You can sign up in the Lobby on the sheets or through our 

website:  https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn The season begins November 18 - let us be a warm, welcoming and 

safe place for our unhoused neighbors!  
 

SUNNY SIXTEEN CLUB PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT in fellowship hall October 22-December 3.  Our gallery exhibits 

are a contribution to local artists and our community.  You will enjoy these works. Do you know that the photography club 

meets in our fellowship hall each 2nd Tuesday of the month?  For more information contact Julie Barrick or the church office.  
 

BLESSING OF THE PETS AND HALLOWEEN FUN! Sunday October 31.  Bring your pet at 2:30 to the Courtyard (or a 

picture if travel is difficult) for a special blessing.  Costumes on four and two legged welcome!  At 3:00pm children should join 

the youth in Fellowship Hall for fun, games and crafts.  Costumes welcome for all ages.  And we will conclude at 4 so everyone 

can get home for the evening's fun!   
 

mailto:arniethetutor42@gmail.com
https://bgpres.org/grow/small-groups
https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn


 

 

 

GLOVES WITH LOVE will be returning soon. We are accepting gloves, hats, scarves, socks and underwear for ALL ages 

(look for the bin in the Lobby).  Socks/underwear MUST be new.  We can also take warm clothing items for children, 

particularly.   
 

THREE CENTS A MEAL collection will be Sunday October 31 during worship.  We will have the big cans on the chancel 

steps for you to put your coins, bills or checks in.  $8.10 is an individual contribution (9 cents/day x 30 days x 3 months), but 

we are grateful for ALL gifts.  One third benefits our Food Pantry and the remainder goes to the Presbyterian Hunger Program, 

which seeks to address the root causes of hunger.   
 

CHRISTMAS MARKET VENDORS SOUGHT! Just a few spots are available (https://bgpres.org/serve/christmas-market ) 

for our December 4 event.  First come first served with a waiting list as needed.  $25 benefits Habitat for Humanity (and can 

be paid online - https://app.clovergive.com/app/giving/clodo-bgpresdonate - select Christmas Market and give $25).  Don't 

need a full table?  Pay $15 for half.  We will also accept donations of handmade items/baked goods for our Church 

Table.  Volunteer sign up is now available here:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-christmas  
 

OTHER: 

YOUTH We have returned to eating meals during youth group Sunday gatherings. If you are interested in providing a meal 

for our youth group you can sign up by speaking to David Clarke or using this link:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0f4ea5a729a5f58-youth4 
 

THE FOOD PANTRY NEEDS PARTICULAR ITEMS:  hearty (NOT condensed) soups, canned fruit/vegetables, canned 

pasta, canned beans, (cans should preferably be POP TOP); breakfast/granola bars, anything easily eaten by those with little/no 

kitchen access.   
 

CANDY NEEDED for our Halloween Fun on October 31. We will have our Pet Blessing and then invite kids to join us in 

Fellowship Hall for crafts, games and fun.  We want to have individually wrapped candies to give out - just drop by the office 

at any time! And thank you! 
 

WE NEED A PICTURE OF YOU!  A new pictorial directory is being planned and prepared for our church. We need your 

picture and accurate address/phone #/ email address. Pictures are being taken after worship (most Sundays) or, you can take 

your own cellphone picture, and email it to: Jrga1234@aol.com (Alisa Anderson)  
 

MASKS please, as we follow the CDC recommendations.  This is for the protection of our children, who cannot yet be 

vaccinated, but also for those who have other health concerns.  Let us show our love and concern by wearing a mask inside the 

building at all times.  Masks are always available in the 10th Ave Lobby.  To continue to have safe gatherings inside, everyone 

should wear a mask. We want to be able to stay open for faith formation and other activities!   

 

 

 

 

https://bgpres.org/serve/christmas-market
https://app.clovergive.com/app/giving/clodo-bgpresdonate
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-christmas
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