
                                                                   

                        
             The Unjust Judge and the Shameless Widow 

 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  L o rd ’ s  Da y  
 

October 16, 2022 
 

 
 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome    
           

Prelude                                          How Great is Our God                      Tomlin/Reeves/Cash 
 

The splendor of the King clothed in majesty 

Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth rejoice 

He wraps Himself in light and darkness tries to hide 

And trembles at His voice, and trembles at His voice 

  

How great is our God!  

Sing with me: How great is our God!  

And all will see how great, how great is our God!                                   
 

All who are able may stand 

Opening Sentences:  (Congregational response in bold) 

Leader:  Where do we look for help in our need? 
People:  To the mountains? To the giants of industry, to the rich and famous?  

Leader:   The answer to our problems and the fulfillment of our needs must come from God.  

People:  God is great. God’s concern for God’s children is constant. 

Leader:  God will give us the desires of our hearts. 

People:  Take delight in the Lord, and help will come. 

Psalm 121, 37 
 

 

 

 

For Young 

Disciples: Have 

you ever begged to 

get something you 

want? What would 

you like to beg God 

to give you? Think 

about this carefully. 

 

God calls us away 

from our 

distractions (even 

mountainous ones) 

in order that we 

may worship God 

fully and sincerely.  



 

Opening Hymn 45                  I to the Hills Will Lift My Eyes                                  DUNDEE 
First and Third Verses 

 

 

I to the hills will lift my eyes; from whence shall come my aid? 

My help is from the Lord alone, who heaven and earth has made. 
 

Your faithful keeper is the Lord, your shelter and your shade. 

’Neath sun or moon, by day or night, you shall not be afraid. 
 

Prayer of Confession (Unison) 

Loving God, teach us to trust you! We have too often been unsure of your goodness. We 

have wondered about unanswered prayer. We have gotten tired of waiting for mercy, and 

have turned away from you. Your grace is timeless, but we become impatient. Help us to 

expect more, for you are eager to answer our needs, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
A period of silence is observed for personal confession 

 

Declaration of Good News 

 

Response Hymn 658                           God Is So Good                           GOD IS SO GOOD 
First Verse 

 

 God is so good, God is so good, 

God is so good, God’s so good to me. 
 

Passing of the Peace   
As we greet the Lord, we greet one another in His name. 

 

All Sit 

A Time with Young Disciples 
         Following this time, children may be excused for Children’s Church upstairs. 

 

Talk About Stewardship:  Missions                                                                     Judy Whitson 
Chairperson, Missions Committee 

 

Hearing the Word 
All Sit 

Prayer for Illumination  
 

Psaltery Reading                                                                                                 Psalm 121  
Revised Standard Version and The Message 

                             A Song for Climbing the Hills to Go to Worship 

I lift up my eyes to the hills— from where will my help come? Does my strength come 

from mountains? No, my strength comes from God, who made the heavens and the 

earth, and mountains. 
My help comes from the LORD,  who made heaven and earth. 

He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. The Lord will not 

let you stumble. 
He who keeps Israel   will neither slumber nor sleep. Your Guardian/Guide won’t fall 

asleep. 

The LORD is your keeper; the LORD is your shade at your right hand. The Lord is a 

guardian, right at your side to protect you. 
The sun shall not strike you by day   nor the moon by night. Neither sunstroke, nor the 

dangers of the night. 

The LORD will keep you from all evil;    he will keep your life. Your Protector and Savior. 

The LORD will keep your going out and your coming in, from this time on and 

forevermore. When you leave and when you return, the Lord holds you. 
 

 

 

Good News is 

meant to be shared. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A declaration of 

trust in almighty 

God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Anthem                      From Deep Distress and Troubled Thoughts                        

                                                                                      Early American Hymn/arr. Alice Parker                         
          

All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                       Luke 18:1-8 
                                                                                                                    The Message, a Scholarly Paraphrase 

                                    A Godless Judge and a Woman Who Demands Justice 

Jesus told them a story showing that it was necessary for them to pray consistently and never quit. 

He said, “There was once a judge in some city who never gave God a thought and cared nothing for 

people. A widow in that city kept after him: ‘My rights are being violated. Protect me!’ He never 

gave her the time of day. But after this went on and on he said to himself, ‘I care nothing what God 

thinks, even less what people think. But because this widow won’t quit badgering me, I’d better do 

something and see that she gets justice—otherwise I’m going to end up beaten black-and-blue by her 

pounding.’”                                                                                                                                                       

Then the Master said, “Do you hear what that judge, corrupt as he is, is saying? So what makes you 

think God won’t step in and work justice for his chosen people, who continue to cry out for help? 

Won’t he stick up for them? I assure you, he will. He will not drag his feet. But how much of that 

kind of persistent faith will the Son of Man find on the earth when he returns?” 
 

All Sit 

Sermon                            Justice Cannot Wait; God Knows This             Matthew Covington  
 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand   

Hymn 821                                How Can I Keep from Singing? 
                                                All Verses               HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING 

 

My life flows on in endless song, above earth’s lamentation. 

I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new creation. 
 

Refrain: 
No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I’m clinging. 

Since Love is lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing? 
 

Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear that music ringing. 

It finds an echo in my soul. How can I keep from singing? Refrain 
 

What though my joys and comforts die, I know my Savior liveth. 

What though the darkness gather round? Songs in the night he giveth. Refrain 
 

The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing! 

All things are mine since I am his! How can I keep from singing? Refrain 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                              The Apostles ’Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, 

His only Son Our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into Hell. 

The third day, He rose again from the dead; he ascended into Heaven, and sitteth on the 

right hand of the God the Father almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the quick 

and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 

   

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

God’s love upholds 

us in our striving to 

be God’s faithful 

people. 

  

We wait for the 

kingdom of God. 

 



 

 
All Sit                    
Offertory                                                Offertoire                                 Louis Lefebure-Wely       

 
All Stand 

Doxology                                                                                                        Hymnal page 592 

 

Prayer of Dedication  
 

Bearing the Word into the Created World 
 

Hymn 443                                         There Is A Redeemer                                          GREEN 
 

There is a Redeemer, Jesus, God's own Son; 

Precious Lamb of God, Messiah, Holy One. 

Refrain 

Thank you, oh my Father, for giving us your Son 

and leaving your Spirit 'til the work on earth is done. 
 

Jesus my Redeemer, name above all names, 

precious Lamb of God, Messiah, hope for sinners slain. Refrain 
 

When I stand in glory, I will see his face; 

there I'll serve my King forever in that holy place. Refrain 
 

Benediction  

 

Postlude                                         On Our Way Rejoicing                               arr. Mark Sedio                               

************************************************************************** 
 
 

WELCOME VISITORS! 
WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us!  

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please email  

our church office: info@bgpres.org or visit our website: www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               

           

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •   www.bgpres.org 

 

                          

 

Elders: Class of 2023-Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan,                 

Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, Julia 

Roberts, Julie Wedge   Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette Parkerson, Judy Whitson; Class of 2024 Trudy 

Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of 2025-Craig Long, Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, 

Fred Trickey 

 
 
O ur church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Mike Kanan, Frederica Kernohan, J ean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, 
Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bobby R abold, Bud S chlinker, and Debbie Trickey, Larry 
Warden.                                     O ur church Deacons: Trudy Burkeen, Rob Byrd, J udy C lark, Kim Ferguson, C athey G re en, 
Evan G oad, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett,  Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, C atherine Reber, S usan Thomison 
and J udy Whitson.  
 

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our 

website (below) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from 

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code. https://bgpres.org/give 

mailto:info@bgpres.org
http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

 

                       The Presbyterian Church Staff  
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                       Announcements 
 
 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

USHERS:  The Polen and Thomison families 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Madeline Miller,  

           Hailey Goodwin, Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 

LAY READER:  Pamela Napier 

NURSERY:  Alisia Simmons, Emily Kessler, Yamilet Bruno Sanchez, Barbara Solberg-Hale 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY October 23:  Joel 2:23–32; Psalm 65; 2 Timothy 4:6–8, 16–18; Luke 18:9–14. 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week will be Trudy Burkeen and Judy Whitson. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our 

congregation. You may contact them through the church office: 270-843-4707. 
 

THE ROSE AT THE COMMUNION TABLE honors the birth of Joseph Grant Soister, who was born October 5, 2022. 

Joseph Grant is the son of Mary Catherine Soister, the grandson of Cammie Wilson, and the great-grandson of Joe McFarland. 
 

TODAY: 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY UPDATE The new houses are near completion.  Plumbing and electrical work is coming 

along as well as the siding and outside finishes.  Thank you to our congregation who assisted in building, feeding the volunteers, 

and praying for the families.  Once a dedication date is set we will pass it along. 
 

DRITI Needs YOU!  DRITI is just around the corner and the Missions Ministry needs a couple of folks to fill Coordinator 

positions. Coordinators will use the sign-up sheets (In 10th Street Lobby, beginning October 2) and make sure slots are covered 

for their area from November 17-March 9.  We still need a Clean-up Coordinator and Innkeeper Coordinator. Thanks to Sarah 

Webb who has agreed to serve as DRITI Coordinator again this year, to Susan Thomison and Teri Polen our Food Coordinators, 

to Phil Burkeen our Van Driver Coordinator, and to Christine Long our Hospitality Coordinator. For additional information, 

contact Judy Whitson, Missions Chair. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES at 9:00am.  Class offerings include: 

Coffee and Conversation Class – For fall:  “The Case for Christ” by Lee Strobel. All are welcome! 

The Chosen Class – 9:00am in Fellowship Hall – On Sunday, October 23, we will view and discuss in detail the second half 

of Season 1, Episode 2: Shabbat- Matthew validates Simon’s claims with Praetor Quintus. Nicodemus investigates the 

miracle reported in the Red Quarter, and Mary receives surprise guests at her Shabbat dinner. All are invited, first time 

viewers, as well as those who want to view the series again! 

Coming soon: The Floyd Hays Ellis Class is planning a class at Cecelia Memorial Church. Class at 9:00am, start date tba. 

Youth Class – in the Youth Suite on the 2nd floor 

Preschool and Children’s classes – downstairs 
 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope  

Youth Ministries David Clarke 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music Director                                           

Kimberly Watkins 

Emily Chambers 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Sunday Sexton                      Sara Parkerson 

  

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, October 16 

      8:30 a.m.       Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.    Sunday School 

9:15 a.m.       Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.     Worship  

5:00 p.m.       Youth Group  

   Monday, October 17                    
         9:00 a.m.    GOD/DOG is Love  

   Tuesday, October 18 
         9:30 a.m.       Chair Yoga          

         11:00 a.m.     Special Care 

         12:00 p.m.     Finance Ministry 

         1:00 p.m.       CUICHM 

         2:00 p.m.       Staff Meeting 

         6:15 p.m.       Chairs of Session 

         7:00 p.m.       Session 

   Wednesday, October 19 

         7:00 a.m.     Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         5:00 p.m.       Chancel Choir 

   Thursday, October 20 

         9:00 a.m.       Food Truck unloading 

   Friday, October 21 

         7:30 a.m.     Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

     

 

 

 

 
    
    
    
    
   

   
 
  
  
       

 
 

      

 

mailto:jkpwhitson@gmail.com


 

SMALL GROUPS   We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering of folks that visit, laugh, learn, serve, pray 

and grow spiritually. You can join a Small Group at any time during the year and now is an especially good time as we rally 

back together for the new church year and new school year.  We have a variety of Small Groups and look forward to having 

more.  Currently the following Small Groups are meeting and would welcome new members: 

God/Dog is Love (Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park, Contact Debbie Morse) 

Chair Yoga (Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen) 

Breakfast Group (Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix) 

Men’s Breakfast Group (Fridays, 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5th Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh) 

Neighborhood Group (1st Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home, Contact Julia Roberts) 

The Bible and Bees (Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington) 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (Contact Donna Meredith.) 

Eating Out (Starting soon, Fridays and Sundays, Contact Mary Evans) 

Do you have an idea for a new Small Group?  Talk to Matthew Covington, David Clarke, Tim Leigh, Pamela Napier,                   

or Mary Evans and they will help make it happen! 
 

COMING UP:         

VETERANS’ DAY  On Sunday Nov. 13 our congregation will honor the veterans who have served in the military in the past, 

and we would like to honor and recognize all of our church family who are currently serving in the military. If you or a family 

member are currently serving, please let us know so that we may also recognize those individuals on Nov 13. You may call 

Sarah Grise 270-791-1523 or Cheryl Gregory at the church office 270-843-4707 with information, or email us at 

info@bgpres.org. 
 

CECELIA MEMORIAL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH will celebrate their 175 year anniversary on October 22 (2:00pm at 

716 College Street). An afternoon of singing, testimonials, and words from the Lord. Local gospel musicians and pastors will 

be sharing what it is like praising God in our community, and Rev. Clemette Haskins will be the keynote speaker. 
 

OTHER NEWS:  

GLOVES WITH LOVE returns!  Our 10th Street fence will be dressed in gloves, socks, hats, and scarves during the DRITI 

season.  Your donations of items to hang on the fence are appreciated.  Please place your donations in the blue bin under the 

table in the 10th Street Foyer.  If you would like to be a helper who stocks the fences each week let the office know. 
 

HELP!!! CHURCHES UNITED IN CHRIST 'HELP" MINISTRY is in need of your help! This ministry is comprised             

of four downtown churches; Christ Episcopal, First Christian, State Street Methodist and The Presbyterian Church.  It was 

started in 2002 to help people in need in an organized program.  It has evolved over the years and essentially helps now             

with utility bills.  The recipients are able to receive assistance one time in a calendar year and are tracked through the                  

computer program Charity Tracker.  The money is taken to the billing entity (not to the person in need, who receives a 

voucher).  Each church gives what they are able to the ministry; once a month we receive $720 from our church budget.               

As you can imagine, with inflation and energy prices rising we see individual bills that are that high.  The numbers that we               

see needing help has also increased dramatically.  We- Bud Schlinker, Faye Patton, Kyda West, and Sandy Franklin- try to be 

good stewards, but the need is so great and the people so desperate that we often have to dip into our $3000 buffer that is now 

depleted.  If you would like to help us help others, a donation can be made to The Presbyterian Church noting HELP Ministry. 

Thank you for your generosity. 
 

ART EXHIBIT  The Sunny 16 Camera Club is so pleased to be exhibiting at The Presbyterian Church again.  We are a mix 

of amateur and professional with a passion for photography. We hope you all enjoy the exhibit. It will be hanging through 

December 1.  –the Sunny 16 Camera Club  
 

LAY READERS  A signup has been created online for upcoming lay readers. If you are willing to serve on one Sunday,              

please visit this link and sign up for a date. Lay reader information will be emailed on the Friday prior to the date.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader 

 

 

We extend sympathy to Anna Sue Heller and her family for the death of her mother and 

church member Sarah Ellis, who died October 11, 2022. We also extend sympathy to 

Mary Lee Kelley for the death of her son Rick Hobson Kelley, who died October 7,               

2022; and to Kathleen Gildersleeve for the death of her mother Irene Ernst, who died 

October 2, 2022. 

mailto:info@bgpres.org

