
 

                                  

                                            
                                                                         

                                          “Go therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet” 
Matthew 22:9 

 
The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green 

S e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  L o r d ’ s  Da y  
October 11, 2020 

 

 Mission Statement:  We Share the Vitality of Christ, Loving, Serving, and Welcoming All. 
 

 

 

 

Gathering Around the Word 

  

Gathering Music                                       Prelude                     Edward Silas (1827-1909) 

 

Striking of the Hour 

 

Welcome 

 

Prelude                       God Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens                    Alec Wyton 

 

Call to Worship and Opening Prayer      

                                   

The Lord welcomes us!  

All is ready! All are invited! 

Let us pray: 

Holy Lord, you set a grace-filled bounty before us. Your promised kingdom is a feasting 

table, a saving place, a holy mountain. Death is swallowed up, and tears are wiped away. 

Disgrace is replaced with glory. 

Bring us to the feast, hungry for your word. In the name of Christ, the Host, we pray. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

For Young 

Worshipers: 

Do You like 

invitations? God 

invites us to come 

to worship. 

 

The Lord gathers 

us. The lost and 

forsaken, the blind 

and lame, the 

young and old: 

We are gathered in. 

 



 

Opening Hymn 401                               Gather Us In                                 GATHER US IN  
First Verse 

 

Here in this place, new light is streaming; now is the darkness vanished away; 

see in this space our fears and our dreamings brought here to you in the light of this day. 

Gather us in, the lost and forsaken; gather us in, the blind and the lame; 

call to us now, and we shall awaken; we shall arise at the sound of our name. 
 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  
Gracious and loving God, Jesus has told us: your kingdom is like a pearl of great price. 

Forgive us for discounting the value of your blessing. Your kingdom is like a seed growing 
secretly. Forgive us for not seeing what you are doing, every day, and all around us. Your 
kingdom is like a feast, for which the guests must make ready. Forgive us for failing to 
prepare for your coming rule. 

We confess that, in ways small and large, we have resisted you, and we have not taken 
our place in your blessing. Give us resolve to amend our lives, as we ask for your 
forgiveness now, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Silent Prayer for Personal Confession 
  

Declaration of Good News  

 

Gloria Patri                                                                                                Henry Greatorix 

    Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther, and to the Son, and to the Ho-ly Ghost;  

      As it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and ev-er shall be, world without end, A-men. 
 

Passing the Peace of Christ  
    The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace.  Let us share it with one another. 

 

Time With Young Disciples 
 

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination  

 

Reading from Hebrew Scriptures                                                          Isaiah 25:1, 4, 6-9 
Thanksgiving for God’s Gracious Ways; A Vision of What Will Be 

O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you, I will praise your name; for you have done 

wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. For you have been a refuge to 

the poor, a refuge to the needy in their distress, a shelter from the rainstorm and a 

shade from the heat.  

On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples; a feast of rich food, a feast of 

well-matured wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear.  

And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the 

sheet that is spread over all nations; he will swallow up death for ever. 

Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people 

he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. It will be said on that 

day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 

This is the LORD for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
  
Anthem                          Rejoice Ye Pure in Heart           MARION/arr. Ronald Kauffman                   
 
All stand  

Gospel Reading                                                                                         Matthew 22:1-14  
Parable of the King’s Wedding Banquet and a Warning to Be Ready 

 

Our ignorance does 

not reduce the 

value of what God 

offers us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Peace comes after 

forgiveness. 

The feast God 

prepares is a sign 

of all things being 

complete. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The banquet is an 

image of God’s 

rule. All is ready. 

All is good. The 

welcome is 

extended widely 
 
 
 
 



 

Sermon                                 The Party-Goer, Out of Uniform             Matthew Covington  

 

Responding to the Word 
 

Response Hymn 236                       The Strife Is O’er                                        VICTORY 
                                                            First Verse 
 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

The strife is o'er, the battle done; the victory of life is won; 

the song of triumph has begun. Alleluia! 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                                            The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of 

the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 

descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church; the 

communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 

everlasting.    Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
  

Closing Hymn 645      Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above        MIT FREUDEN ZART 
First Verse 

Sing praise to God who reigns above, the God of all creation,  

the God of power, the God of love, the God of our salvation.  

With healing balm my soul is filled and every faithless murmur stilled:  

to God all praise and glory. 
 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                           God of Our Life                             SANDON 

************************************************************************ 
 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! Even as we worship online, we are glad you are with us! 

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, 

please email our church office.    www.bgpres.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Donate Online:  

The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 

also scan the QR code, right.  

https://bgpres.org/give 

We sing an Easter 

hymn because the 

resurrection 

inaugurates the 

new age in which 

God’s purposes are 

fulfilled and death 

is swallowed up 

forever. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

 

 
We are planning to open the Sanctuary for worshippers beginning Sunday,  

October 18th – by reservation only, and in limited numbers. 
 

To participate in this limited by reservation worship format the following guidance/rules for 
gathering are: 
 

 To attend, call the Church office and make a reservation for the Sunday 
approaching.  Name and phone number and email will be kept on a reservation log.          

All reservations must be made prior to Thursdays at 1 PM. (The total number of 

reservations we can accept each week is limited) 

 All in attendance will be required to wear masks while in the building. (Masks will be 

available at the church should you not have one or forget to bring one) 

 All will enter and exit the building through the 10th Street doors.  (All other doors will 

remain locked) Please arrive early enough to complete the paperwork. 

 Upon entrance an Usher will take your temperature, and you will be required to 

complete a COVID-19 Health Check / contact info form. 

 Ushers will escort you to assigned seating in the sanctuary. 

 Check this link for more information: 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/d4/d4b11e91-3d72-4496-90d1-

916490c8d75e/documents/COVID-19_Form.pdf 

 

 
 
 
 
 
                   

 

 

                         The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Interim Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                            Tim Leigh 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, October 11 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School (Zoom) 

10:30 a.m. Worship  

4:00 p.m. Blessing of the Pets 

  Ice Cream Social 

Monday, October 12 

5:00 p.m. Round Table Pulpit (Zoom) 

6:00 p.m. Community Ed. ASL 

7:00 p.m. Bible Study class (Zoom) 

Tuesday, October 13 

2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 

   Wednesday, October 14 
      6:30 p.m. City of God (Zoom) 

    

    
    
   

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, 

Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church Deacons: Angie 

Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda 

Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 

http://www.bgpres.org/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/d4/d4b11e91-3d72-4496-90d1-916490c8d75e/documents/COVID-19_Form.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/d4/d4b11e91-3d72-4496-90d1-916490c8d75e/documents/COVID-19_Form.pdf


 

Announcements 
 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, DiDi Turley, Sam Tuggle, Eric Bigler 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, October 18:  Exodus 33:12–23; Psalm 99; 1 Thessalonians 1:1–10; Matthew 22:15–22. 
 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week is Judy Whitson. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You may 

contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
   

TODAY: 

THIS AFTERNOON we will have our annual BLESSING OF THE PETS, with an ICE CREAM SOCIAL!  4:00pm in 

the Courtyard.  MASKS REQUIRED, except when eating.  Bring your beloved companion (or a picture if travel would be 

too stressful) for a special blessing.  The Fellowship Ministry will have Ice cream (Individually wrapped) to enjoy - so 

COME even if you don't have a pet!   
 

TODAY OUR CHILDREN learned in Godly Play about Jacob in Genesis 27-35.  The group meets via zoom at 9:00am 

and is led by Mary Evans. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTINUES (via Zoom).   Please note the time changes!  Godly Play meets at 9:00am for our 

children with Mary Evans.  Youth meet with David in the afternoons.  Coffee & Conversation meet 9:00am 

Sundays.   Contact Leslee Kirkconnell for information, including zoom links.  NO classes are meeting at the church.   
 

ROUND TABLE PULPIT continues each Monday at 5:00pm via zoom.  Contact the office for the link.  Read and discuss 

the upcoming preaching scriptures, glean insights and perhaps share a story that will inform the sermon!  Email Matthew 

for more information.   
 

COMING UP: 

ADULT ZOOM CLASS OPTION helping us learn about Matthew 25 continues each Sunday.  9:00am via zoom. NOTE 

TIME CHANGE! Today we continued our discussion of structural racism and what we as a congregation can do to 

dismantle it.   We will post the video of the class for those who aren't able to join live.  Next Sunday we will welcome 

Abraham Williams, from the Housing Authority to help us understand systemic poverty and how we can address that.  Zoom 

links are posted on our website and also in the special email that goes out every week.   
 

KERYGMA BIBLE STUDY will begin tomorrow, Monday October 12, 7:00pm via zoom.  Leslee Kirkconnell will be 

leading "Lord Teach Us To Pray:  Six Studies in Spirituality and the Lord's Prayer."  It's not too late to join - contact 

Leslee!  The class will run through November 16.   
 

SMALL GROUPS ARE WHERE IT'S AT!  We have several that are on-going and welcome new members, several in 

process of beginning, and more planned later!  You can contact Tim Leigh, Julia Roberts, Glenn Kirkconnell, or Karen 

Watson.  Other than the walking group, all are/will be virtual.  Once it is safe to be in person, we will have other groups 

available.   
 

DAVID’S ROOM IN THE INN returns in November (Nov. 19-March 11, 2021).  We will be doing things a bit differently 

to make sure our guests and our volunteers stay safe!  This month we will be beginning volunteer recruitment through Sign 

Up Genius (to protect everyone, only those who sign up will be allowed in the building).  If you need help, you can call the 

office and be put on the office lists we will have in paper form.    
 

A GRAVESIDE SERVICE for Ann Huskey is scheduled at Fairview Cemetery on Friday, October 16th at 1:00pm.  
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