
            

                  
                         

 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

November 8, 2020 

 

Gathering Around the Word 

 
 

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome 
  

Prelude                                           Fairest Lord Jesus                                  Philip Kreckel      

                                                 Hymn Tune:  Schonster Herr Jesu                             

 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call To Worship 
  May all who seek God rejoice and be glad!  

All those who love God’s saving way will praise God.  
Hasten to us, O God! 

O Lord, do not delay!                                                                                          Psalm 70:4-5 

  

For everyone’s safety, the congregation will not sing the Opening Hymn.  

The Opening Hymn will be sung by the Collegiate Ensemble only. 

Opening Hymn 104           O Lord, How Shall I Meet You      VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN 

                                                                 

Call to Confession 

 

 
 

We do not call 
ourselves to worship. 
We are called by 
God. Every part  
of worship is a 
response to the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

William Blake's 1822 
watercolor depicts  
the scene from 
Matthew 25:1-12.  
A wedding procession 
is heralded by an angel 
sounding a trumpet. 
The foolish maidens  
on the right are 
despairing. 
The maidens on the 
left, conversely, are so 
secure, they almost 
appear as bas relief,  
or statuary. 



 
Prayer of Adoration and Confession  
Great God, we confess that we are not ready to meet you. We are not ready for your rule to 
come. We spend our time on much that does not matter. Instead of expecting our Lord’s 
return, we live as if his goodness will never be seen or felt. Forgive us, we pray. Let us 
return to you and to find hope in our lives again., through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is the 
Lamb upon the Throne.  
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession  

 

Declaration of Good News 

 

Hymn 581                                          Gloria Patri                                    GLORIA PATRI 

  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

World without end. Amen, Amen. 
  

Passing the Peace of Christ 
The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace.  Let us share it with one another. 

 

All Sit 

A Time with Young Disciples  
 

Hearing the Word 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

 

Epistle Reading                                                                              I Thessalonians 4:13-17  

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who have 

died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that 

Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who 

have died. For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who 

are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For 

the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound of 

God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we 

who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds together with them to meet the 

Lord in the air; and so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another 

with these words.                                        

 

Anthem                                            Blessed, How Blessed                        David Cherwien 
                                                           Collegiate Ensemble 

       

All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                           Matthew 23:1-12 

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and 

went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the 

foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with 

their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at 

midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then 

all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give 

us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise replied, ‘No! There will 

not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for 

yourselves.’ And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were 

ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other 

bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you,  

I do not know you.’ Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 
 

Christians in the 
First Century C.E. 
fully expected Christ 
to return at any 
moment. This 
passage addresses 
the question, “What 
happens to those 
who die before the 
Lord comes again?” 

The biblical theme 
of a bridegroom 
appearing is a 
familiar way of 
telling about the 
expected coming  
of the Christ. 

We rejoice in being 
forgiven. 

We, who are 
imperfect, are not  
yet ready for God’s 
perfection. 

  



 

All Sit 

Sermon                          The Outlook Faith Describes                Matthew Covington 
 

Responding to the Word 

 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 349                           Sleepers, Awake                               WACHET AUF 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                    A Declaration of Faith (Chapter 10) 

In Christ God gave us a glimpse of the new creation he has already begun and will 

surely finish.  We do not know when the final day will come. In our time we see only 

broken and scattered signs that the renewal of all things is under way.  We do not  

yet see the end of cruelty and suffering in the world, the church, or our own lives. 

But we see Jesus as Lord. As he stands at the center of our history, we are confident 

he will stand at its end. He will judge all people and nations.  Evil will be condemned 

and rooted out of God's good creation. There will be no more tears or pain.  All 

things will be made new.  The fellowship of human beings with God and each other 

will be perfected. 
        Amen.  

 

All Sit   

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

The Congregation is invited to sing the Closing Hymn, since we are about to leave the 

sanctuary and any exposure to infections is therefore minimized. 
 

Closing Hymn 362                     Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers                    LLANGLOFFAN 
 

Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear! 

The evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 

The Bridegroom is arising and soon he will draw nigh; 

Up, watch with expectation; at midnight comes the cry. 
 

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 

arise, thou Sun so longed for, above this shadowed sphere. 

With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 

the day of earth's redemption and ever be with thee! 
 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                            Fantasia in G                                              J. S. Bach 

                                                                 Grave 

************************************************************************ 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online and in person, we are glad you are with us! 

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, 

 please email our church office.   www.bgpres.org 

We have different 
gifts, but each with 
much to offer. 
Together it is 
enough. 

We affirm our faith 
in a new creation, 
fulfilling God’s good 
purpose. 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Interim Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                            Tim Leigh 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, November 8 

9:00 a.m. Sunday School (Zoom) 

10:30 a.m. Worship apass 

3:00 p.m. Youth Group 

Monday, November 9 

12:00 p.m. Circle 9 

5:00 p.m. Round Table Pulpit (Zoom) 

7:00 p.m. Bible Study class (Zoom) 

Tuesday, November 10 

2:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 

7:00 p.m. Deacons 

   Wednesday, November 11 
      6:30 p.m. City of God (Zoom) 

    

    
    
   
 

 
 

Donate Online:  

The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 

also scan the QR code, right.  

https://bgpres.org/give 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, 

Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church Deacons: Angie 

Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda 

Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

  Announcements 
 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, DiDi Turley, Sam Tuggle, Ben Morrison 

USHERS:  The Kernohan family 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, November 15:  Judges 4:1–7; Psalm 123; 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11; Matthew 25:14–30. 
 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week is Rider Allen. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You may 

contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY: 

SUNDAY MORNINGS: Nathan Love is leading a discussion on current events with biblical and theological 

underpinnings.  Our materials come from the Wired Word and are emailed out ahead of class each week.  9:00am via 

zoom.  Email Leslee Kirkconnell for zoom information (it will also be included in a separate email each week).  This class 

will run until November 22, and then it will be Advent!!! 
 

TODAY OUR CHILDREN learned in Godly Play about the Ten Best Ways (Ten Commandments) in Exodus 20:1-17 and 

Deuteronomy 5:1-21.  The group meets via zoom at 9:00am and is led by Mary Evans. 
 

COMING UP: 

CIRCLE 9 plans to meet in the fellowship hall on Monday, November 9th at 12:00 noon. Please bring a mask. 
 

GROW FAITH, STRENGTHEN RELATIONSHIPS, GO DEEPER!  Small groups do all of this! We have some 

beginning, and more planned later.  You can contact Tim Leigh, Julia Roberts, or Karen Watson.  Other than the walking 

group (Karen), all are/will be virtual.  Once it is safe to be in person, we will have other groups available.   
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTINUES (via Zoom).   Godly Play meets at 9:00am for our children with Mary Evans.  Youth 

meet with David in the afternoons.  Coffee & Conversation meet 9:00am Sundays.   Contact Leslee Kirkconnell for 

information, including zoom links.     
 

ROUND TABLE PULPIT continues each Monday at 5:00pm via zoom.  Contact the office for the link.  Read and discuss 

the upcoming preaching scriptures, glean insights and perhaps share a story that will inform the sermon!  Email Matthew 

for more information.   
 

ANGEL TREE IS COMING!  We will once again be helping local families have a good holiday (begins November 

15).  We will have on-line sign up as well as the ability to pick angels off our tree (if you are here for worship, or you can 

stop by during the week).  Items will be due back December 16. 
 

OTHER NEWS: 

DAVID'S ROOM IN THE INN BEGINS November 19.  Extra precautions are in place to keep everyone safe.  Sign ups are 

in the 10th Ave Lobby or on our website (https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn).  You may call the office to be 

added as well.  For everyone's safety only those who sign up will be allowed in the building.  Questions?  Email Rider Allen. 
 

DONATIONS NEEDED FOR DAVID'S ROOM IN THE INN: 

 Baked and frozen breakfast casseroles (we have freezer space). 

 Bleach wipe cannisters (disinfecting wipes) 

 Packages of Individual cereal boxes (NO big boxes this year) 

 Packages of Individually wrapped snack items - cereal bars, chips, cookies, granola bars, etc. 

 Big box of QUART size ziplocs (to make snack packs to go) 

 Big bottles of liquid hand soap refills 

 Rags, old Tee-shirts, etc. for wiping down surfaces - we will be making a bleach solution each week, so old ratty 

items are best as bleach will degrade the fabric.   

 Donations may be brought to the office during the week or if you have a Sunday reservation, you can bring then.   

 

 

mailto:arfranpe@msn.com
mailto:matthew.covington@bgpres.org
https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn
mailto:scarecrows3718@gmail.com


 

 

WE ARE COLLECTING ITEMS FOR THE Housing Authority. They are in need of items for children:  socks, 

underwear, warm jackets.  You can send us a donation to purchase or bring items to the church and we will make sure they 

get where needed.  And watch for Gloves with Love soon! 
 

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL SUBMISSIONS!  If you would like to contribute to our Advent Devotional booklet for this 

year, please email Leslee Kirkconnell THIS WEEK.  Submissions can be artwork, or a story, something focusing on our 

theme of HOPE.  DEADLINE for submission of devotionals is November 15.   

 

 

HYMN TEXTS FOR THOSE AT HOME WHO WISH TO SING: 

 

Opening Hymn 104           O Lord, How Shall I Meet You          VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN 
 

O Lord, how shall I meet you, how welcome you aright? 

Your people long to greet you, my hope, my heart's delight! 

O kindle, Lord Most Holy, a lamp within my breast 

to do in spirit lowly all that may please you best. 

 

 

Closing Hymn 362                     Rejoice! Rejoice, Believers                    LLANGLOFFAN 
 

Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear! 

The evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 

The Bridegroom is arising and soon he will draw nigh; 

Up, watch with expectation; at midnight comes the cry. 
 

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 

arise, thou Sun so longed for, above this shadowed sphere. 

With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 

the day of earth's redemption and ever be with thee! 


