
 

 

                                                                                                          

 

Service  for the Lord’s  Day 
 

November 7, 2021 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Opening Prayer   
 

Chiming the Hour 
 

Welcome 
 

Prelude                                        Liturgical Improvisation                              George Oldroyd 

Creator of the stars of night, Thy people’s everlasting light, O Christ, 

Thou Savior of us all, We pray thee, hear us when we call. 
 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship 
Everything that was written in the past was written to teach us. 

Through the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they 

provide, we have our hope. 

The good news of the gospel begins when Jesus says, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 

has come near.” 

God is near. We will be changed. God is near. Do not worry.            Matthew 4:17; 6:31-33 

 

Hymn 413                           Come into God’s Presence              COME INTO HIS PRESENCE 
                                                                          All Verses 

 

Come into God’s presence singing “Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.” 

Come into God’s presence singing “Jesus is Lord, Jesus is Lord, Jesus is Lord.” 

Praise the Lord together singing “Worthy the Lamb, worthy the Lamb, worthy the Lamb.” 

Praise the Lord together singing “Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

What’s past is past,  

or is it? 

We can learn from 

the past, which means 

that the past is a 

dynamic thing, with 

potential impact in 

our present and our 

futures. 

 

 

 



 

 

                                    Prayer of Adoration and Confession (unison) 

Loving God, Saving Lord, Guiding Spirit: we cannot predict the future, and so we cling 

to the past. Many things have happened to us, good and bad. Sometimes we feel stuck in 

our own memories. We cannot forgive, we cannot forget, we cannot move on from the 

past. We fear that the future is tainted by what has been done before.  Hear us now, as 

we cry out in repentance. Hear us ask for a new future. Give us resurrection-shaped 

lives, so that we will not be left to suffer for what has been done, but will discover new 

life in Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

Response Hymn 417                   Lord Jesus, Think On Me                              SOUTHWELL                                                
                                                                       

Lord Je-sus, think on me, and purge a-way my sin. 

From earth-born pas-sions set me free, and make me pure with-in.  
 

Declaration of Good News 

 

Passing of the Peace  

As comfortable, with words and gestures, we share signs of peace and reconciliation. 
 

Time with Young Disciples        
 

Hearing the Word 
 

All sit 

Prayer for Illumination 
  

Psaltery Reading                                                                                                  Psalm 78:1-8                                                                                    
Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 

I will open my mouth in a parable; will utter dark sayings from of old, things that we  

have heard and known, that our ancestors have told us. 

We will not hide them from their children; we will tell to the coming generation 

the glorious deeds of the LORD, and his might, and the wonders that he has done. 

He established a decree in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our 

ancestors to teach to their children; that the next generation might know them, 

the children yet unborn, and rise up and tell them to their children, 

So  that they should set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God,  

but keep his commandments; 

And that they should not be like their ancestors,  a stubborn and rebellious generation, 

a generation whose heart was not steadfast, whose spirit was not faithful to God. 
 

Anthem                     Praise God! Sing All Ye Heavens            W.A. Mozart/arr. Hal Hopson                            
 

Gospel Reading                                                                                              Matthew 4:12-17 
Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He left Nazareth and 

made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what 

had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled:   

 “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, across the Jordan, Galilee of  

the Gentiles—the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, and for those who 

sat in the region and shadow of death light has dawned.”                                                                                                               

From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near. 

 
Second in a Series: Life With A Resurrection Shape 

Sermon                 The Past Isn’t Necessarily Prologue               Matthew Covington   

Repentance 

involves reorienting 

ourselves. God 

meets us where we 

are and helps us to 

change. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Venite (Latin 

for Come!) has been 

a staple for morning 

worship since the 

12th Century.  

 

 

Changes are 

occurring: Jesus 

grieves the loss of 

John, makes a new 

home, and speaks 

about repentance.  

But even these new 

things are a 

fulfillment of the 

ancient scriptures. 

Psalm 78 tells of 

Israel’s inconsistent, 

often disobedient 

past while also 

praising God for 

God’s steadfastness 

and willingness to 

redeem God’s 

people. 

 



 

 

Responding to the Word 

 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 852             When the Lord Redeems the Very Least        I’LL FLY AWAY 
                                                                First, Third, and Fourth Verses 

 

When the Lord redeems the very least,  

When the hungry gather for the feast, we will rejoice. 

We will rejoice with gladness. We will rejoice. We will rejoice! 
 

When the Lord revives the world from death,  

we will rejoice, will rejoice, will rejoice! 

When the word of God fills every breath,  

we will  rejoice with gladness. We will rejoice, we will rejoice! 
  

When the Lord returns in victory,  

when we live in glorious liberty, we will rejoice, will rejoice, will rejoice! 

We will rejoice, will rejoice with gladness.  

All our days we’ll sing to God in praise. We will rejoice, will rejoice, will rejoice! 
 

Affirmation of Faith (Unison)                                                              The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus Christ,  

His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit; Born of the Virgin Mary; 

Suffered under Pontius Pilate; Was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into Hell; 

The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven; And sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father Almighty; From thence He shall come to judge the living and 

the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church, the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 

SEALING THE WORD WITH THE SACRAMENT 
 

The Lord’s Supper 
 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 
This is the Lord’s Table; it is a table of welcome, a table that makes visible God’s free gift of 

love.  According to Luke, Jesus took the bread, and blessed and broke it, and gave it to two 

travelers. Their eyes were opened and they recognized him. This is the Lord’s Table. Our Savior 

invites those who trust him to share the feast which he has prepared. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

…And so, we join our voices with all who, the ages long, on earth and in heaven,  

 have called upon you, singing: 
 

Sanctus                                           Sanctus                                                            Joseph Roff 
                        (choir only) 

   Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord, God of power and might,  

   heav-en and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho-san-na in the high-est.   

   Bless-ed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.  

      Ho-san-na in the high-est, ho-san-na in the high-est.  

This hymn, sung to 

a lively gospel tune, 

is based on Psalm 

126:  When 

the LORD restored 

the fortunes of Zion,  

we were like those 

who dream. 

Then our mouth was 

filled with laughter, 

and our tongue with 

shouts of joy; then it 

was said among the 

nations, 

“The LORD has 

done great things 

for them.” 

The LORD has done 

great things for us, 

and we rejoiced. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baptism and the 

Lord’s Supper are 

the Word of God 

enacted and sealed 

in the life of the 

Church, the body  

of Christ. The 

sacraments are 

gracious acts of 

God, by which 

Christ Jesus offers 

his life to us in the 

power of the Holy 

Spirit. 



 

 

Communion of the People 

 

Communion Anthem                     How Beautiful               Twila Paris/arr. Benjamin Harlan          

 
All Sit 

Prayers of the People  
     

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 516             For the Bread Which You Have Broken                     KINGDOM 
                                                            First and Last Verses 

 

For the bread which you have broken, for the wine which you have poured, 

for the words which you have spoken, now we give you thanks, O Lord. 
 

In your service, Lord, defend us; in our hearts keep watch and ward; 

in the world to which you send us let your kingdom come, O Lord. 
 

Benediction 
                      
Postlude                                     O God Beyond All Praising                          David Cherwien     

************************************************************************** 

 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us! 

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, 

please email our church office.    www.bgpres.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                      

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Mike Kanan, Frederica Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan 

Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bobby Rabold, Bud Schlinker, and Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden.                                     

Our church Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Trudy Burkeen, Rob Byrd, Judy Clark, Kim Ferguson, Evan Goad, Kathleen 

Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Kathy Higgins, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Catherine 

Reber, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

Donate Online:  

The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 

also scan the QR code, right. https://bgpres.org/give 

http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

                             The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            Announcements 

 
USHERS:  The Polen and Thomison families 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arniethetutor42@gmail.com  

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke 

LAY READER:  Pam Bratcher 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, soprano; Megan Healey, alto; Darcy Merriman, tenor; Chris Muller, bass 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, November 14:  1 Samuel 1:4–20; 1 Samuel 2:1–10; Hebrews 10:11–14 (15–18) 19–25; Mark 

13:1–8.  
 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week is Judy Whitson. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You may 

contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY: 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP (and tea) has resumed in Fellowship Hall.  8:30 and 10:00am.  Please wear masks when not 

drinking.  We are not doing food at this time. 
 

CHRISTIAN THOUGHT CLASS RESUMED this morning in the Conference Room.  The DVD series, Philosophy of 

Religion, with Dr. W. Glenn Kirkconnell leading.  All are welcome to join!   

 

THE ELLIS CLASS has also restarted in room 201.  Bob Hunt will continue the study of the Beatitudes.   
 

GODLY PLAY (Kindergarten-5th Grade, meeting 9:00am in the Godly Play Room).   Continuing their exploration in Exodus, 

today they read and talked about the 10 Best Ways (Exodus 20:1-17; Deuteronomy 5:1-21). Read the scriptures.  What does 

your child remember?  What does God want you to learn? 
 

THREE CENTS A MEAL:  Thank you for your generosity!  We raised $139.84.  One third will benefit our Food Pantry          

and the remainder will be forwarded to the Presbyterian Hunger Program to address the root causes of hunger around the 

world.     Our next collection will be January 30, 2022.   
 

BUCK IN A BASKET FOR NOVEMBER will benefit the Deacon's Fund.  That fund helps members (and others) with 

financial help in difficult situations.  Your generosity is much appreciated.  Please place in the basket and mark any checks BiB 

November.  Thank you! 
 
 

 

 

Pastor  
Organist, Pastoral Assistant 
Choir Director 
Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 
Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 
Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministries David Clarke 
Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 
Treasurer Steve Moore 
Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 
Director, Preschool Learning Center 
Director of Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 
Lacy Magre 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  
Clerk of Session                                  Tim Leigh 

 

  Calendar 
 

 

Sunday, November 7 
8:30 a.m.     Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.    Sunday School 

10:00 a.m.    Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.     Worship    

3:30 p.m.    Confirmation Class 

5:00 p.m.    Youth Group 

    Monday, November 8 

        9:00 a.m.     GOD/DOG is Love 

        7:00 p.m.     Missions    

    Tuesday, November 9 
    9:30 a.m.     Chair Yoga   

        11:00 a.m.     Special Care 

        7:00 p.m.        Sunny 16 Camera Club 

    Wednesday, November 10 

         7:00 a.m.    Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         9:30 a.m.    Circle 6 

    7:00 p.m.    Chancel Choir    

    Friday, November 12 
        7:30 a.m.    Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

 

 

mailto:arniethetutor42@gmail.com


 

 

COMING UP 

CIRCLE 6 will meet for a Bible Study Wednesday, November 10 at 9:30am at the home of Betty Jo Beard. (1420 Euclid Ave.) 
 

DAVID'S ROOM IN THE INN begins in less than 2 weeks!  HELP is needed.   Dinner cooks, breakfast cooks (we would 

love some homemade casseroles to have in the freezer), dinner hosts, INNKEEPER (overnight hosts).  We will be hosting           

12 (max) guests each week and want to continue our strong tradition of hospitality and welcome.  You can sign up through            

the website or on the clipboards in the Lobby.   
 

ANGEL TREE returns November 14 (next week).  We will be helping 15 families through McNeill Elementary, in addition 

to Afghan refugee families and young adults transitioning from foster care (through Uspiritus).  Please consider choosing one 

or more angels, purchasing the items listed, wrapping and labeling and attaching the tag.  Returns needed by December 15.   
 

TIME TO ORDER COFFEE/TEA/CHOCOLATE FOR CHRISTMAS!  Sunday November 14, Doug Humphrey will have 

order forms in the 10th Ave Lobby.  Get your Equal Exchange coffee/tea/chocolate order in.  We must order by the case,           

so get together with some friends and order together.     

 

FREE THANKSGIVING MEALS!  First Christian and State Street United Methodist Churches are offering FREE meals for 

Thanksgiving!  You must call ahead, between November 15-18: 270-842-4307.  You can choose delivery or drive through pick 

up - meals delivered 10-1 or pick up 10:30-1:30.   
 

MOVIE CLUB IS ON!  The next date is Monday November 15, fellowship/gathering beginning at 5:15, movie at 6.  Bring 

snacks to share (no meal yet).  Arnie Petrus is your host and requests RSVP's - email him at arniethetutor42@gmail.com. 
 

ON NOVEMBER 21 there will be a brief survey for you to fill out.  God, Sports and the Grateful Dead is a study being 

conducted by WKU and there is interest in how we would respond to the questions.  The survey is completely anonymous 

and will take but a few moments of time.  Leslee Kirkconnell will have the surveys and will be collecting them that day 

for Dr. Bella Mukonyora.  
 

ADVENT STUDY - beginning on November 28, Leslee Kirkconnell will lead a four week Bible study for Advent on 

zoom.  The theme will be God with Us (to couple with worship) and help us prepare for both the birth of Christ and the return 

of Christ!  The zoom link will be available by request and also posted on our website/facebook.  A recording will also be made 

available.  
 

CHRISTMAS MARKET IS DECEMBER 4!  We have a variety of local vendors coming to sell handcrafted items from             

9-2.  Volunteers are needed for hospitality and to work selling items at our church table (raising money for Living Waters for 

the World).  Donations of handmade items and homemade baked goods for the Church table are sought.  Non-food items may 

be brought to the office at any point (food items should come Thursday/Friday before).  Visit our sign up here to find a place 

to help for an hour or two:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-christmas  We are not doing brunch this 

year, but will have food trucks in our parking lot! 
 

CECELIA MEMORIAL GIVE-AWAY is coming December 18. They seek usable household items, clothing, Christmas 

decor and especially items for children - toys - very gently used and new.  Items can be dropped off in our office for pick up.   
 

OTHER: 

LITTLE LIBRARY- the Little Library needs your books! The supply is getting low, and donations of books in readable 

condition are needed. To drop off donations, please put them in the drawer under the stairs marked 'Little Library'. 
 

SMALL GROUPS are a great opportunity for growing in fellowship and faith!    https://bgpres.org/grow/small-groups  Check 

out what is available and whom to contact.  Sign up sheets are also on the table on the landing - see who's in what group. Don't 

see what you might like?  Contact Mary Evans, Chair of our Small Group Task Force.  We want to help you launch!  More 

opportunities are in the works, so stay tuned!   
 

IN SUPPORT OF THEIR WORK WITH CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULTS AT RISK we’ve been asked to write 

encouraging notes to the staff at Bellewood/Brooklawn/Seven County Services. Names of staff, note cards, and pens are on the 

table on the landing. Write a note and check off a name so we can tell everyone that they are doing good and important work, 

for which we thank them. Bellewood/Brooklawn/Seven County Services helps children enter foster care, and when they have 

aged-out, to experience independent living. There is also a residential program for children not placed in foster care 

mailto:arniethetutor42@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-christmas
https://bgpres.org/grow/small-groups

