
 

 

 

                                      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W her e  Do  I  B e l ong?  

 

 

Service  for the Lord’s  Day 
 

November 28, 2021 

The First Sunday of Advent 
 

Gathering Around the Word 
Chiming the Hour 
 

Welcome 

 

Prelude                                          An Advent Hymn Setting                       David Cherwien 
All earth is waiting to see the promised One, And the open furrows, the sowing of the Lord.  

All the world, bound and struggling, seeks true liberty; It cries out for justice and searches for truth.                               

 

We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship 
Christ, the One who was, and is, and is to come, 

Welcomes us here. 

As one body, with one voice, we honor and glorify God, 

Who is the giver of all good things, and of every grace abounding.              Romans 15:6-7 
 

Hymn 662                           Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies                      RATISBON 
                                                                          First Verse Only 
 

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ, the true, the only light;  

Sun of Righteousness, arise! Triumph o'er the shades of night; 

Day-spring from on high, be near; Day-star, in my heart appear. 
 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession (unison) 
Gracious God, we confess that we struggle to make your incarnation a part of our lives.          

We don’t see our neighbors, families, and friends as beloved children made in your image. 

Help us to discover how different people can be included, welcomed, and enjoyed. We look 

to your power to repair us and raise us up, so that at the last we may be gathered with all 

your saints. In Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

“The Word became 

flesh and blood and 

moved into the 

neighborhood.  

We saw with our 

own eyes, the one-

of-a-kind glory,  

like Father, like Son, 

generous inside  

and out, true from 

start to finish.” 
              John 1:14-14   

                 The Message 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In this hymn, the gift 

of the morning light 

is compared to the 

gift of Jesus Christ, 

“the Light of the 

World.” 



 

 

Declaration of Good News 

 

Response Hymn 121                   O Little Town of Bethlehem                           ST. LOUIS 
Third Verse only 

 

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin, 

where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 
 

Passing of the Peace  
As comfortable, with words and gestures, we share signs of peace and reconciliation. 

 

Time with Young Disciples        
 

Hearing the Word 
 

All sit 

Prayer for Illumination 

  

Reading from Isaiah (Responsive)                                                        Isaiah 61:1-2, 58:6  

   

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to  

proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,   

to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the blind;  

to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor.  

Hear the Lord: “Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen:  to loose the chains of 

injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break every yoke? 

 

Anthem                                           Love Is Little                                              Ron Barnett 

 

Gospel Reading                                                              Luke 4:16-21; Matthew 25: 31-36 

He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the 

synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 

handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: “The Spirit of the Lord is 

on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to 

proclaim freedom for the prisoner and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed 

free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to 

the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on 

him.   He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”  

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his 

glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people 

one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  He will put the sheep on 

his right and the goats on his left. “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you 

who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the 

creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and 

you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and 

you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit 

me.’”   
 

All sit                                                  Advent Series: God With Us 

Sermon                        Nazareth Manifesto: No One Left Out           Matthew Covington  
 

In this world of sin… 

the dear Christ enters 

in! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does a servant 

of the Lord describe 

her work? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does Jesus 

claim as a foundation 

for his own ministry, 

and the ministry of 

his followers? 



 

 

Responding to the Word 

 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 104              O Lord, How Shall I Meet You   
                                                               Last Verse Only            VALET WILL ICH DER GEBEN  
 

You come, O Lord, with gladness, in mercy and goodwill,  

to bring an end to sadness and bid our fears be still. 

In patient expectation we live for that great day 

when your renewed creation your glory shall display. 
 

Affirmation of Faith (Unison)                                                      A Declaration of Faith 

We are certain that Jesus lives. He lives as God with us, touching all of human life 

with the presence of God. He lives as one of us with God. Because he shares our 

humanity and has bound us to himself in love, we have an advocate in the 

innermost life of God. We declare that Jesus is Lord. We maintain that ultimate 

sovereignty now belongs to Jesus Christ in every sphere of life. Jesus is Lord.           

He has been Lord from the beginning.  He will be Lord at the end. Even now            

he is Lord.  Amen.  
 

All Sit 

Prayers of the People  
     

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 158                    Born in the Night, Mary’s Child            MARY’S CHILD 
                                                                 First and Last Verses 
 

Born in the night, Mary's Child, a long way from your home; 

coming in need, Mary's Child, born in a borrowed room. 
 

Hope of the world, Mary's Child, you're coming soon to reign; 

King of the earth, Mary's Child, walk in our streets again. 
 

Benediction 
                      
Postlude                                       Sent Forth by God’s Blessing                          Welsh Air                                  

************************************************************************ 

 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us! 

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, 

please email our church office.    www.bgpres.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus is Lord.  

And in his incarnation,  

he touches all of 

human life. 

 

O Lord, how shall 

I meet you, how 

welcome you aright? 

 

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                                  

 

 

 

 

                           The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Pastor  
Organist, Pastoral Assistant 
Choir Director 
Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 
Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 
Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministries David Clarke 
Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 
Treasurer Steve Moore 
Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 
Director, Preschool Learning Center 
Director of Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 
Lacy Magre 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  
Clerk of Session                                  Tim Leigh 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Mike Kanan, Frederica Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan 

Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bobby Rabold, Bud Schlinker, and Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden.                                     

Our church Deacons: Rider Allen, Trudy Burkeen, Rob Byrd, Judy Clark, Kim Ferguson, Evan Goad, Cathey Green, Linda Leigh, 

Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

Donate Online:  

The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 

also scan the QR code, right. https://bgpres.org/give 

 

  Calendar 
Sunday, November 28 

8:30 a.m.     Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.    Sunday School 

10:00 a.m.    Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.     Worship    

   5:00 p.m.    Youth Group 

    Monday, November 29 

        9:00 a.m.     GOD/DOG is Love 

    Tuesday, November 30 
    9:30 a.m.     Chair Yoga   

        11:00 a.m.     Special Care 

    Wednesday, December 1 

         7:00 a.m.    Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         5:00 p.m.    Chancel Choir 

    Thursday, December 2 

    6:00 p.m.    DRITI 

    7:00 p.m.      Neighborhood Group 

    Friday, December 3 

        7:30 a.m.    Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

        5:00 p.m.       Gallery Hop 

    Saturday, December 4 
    9:00 a.m.       Christmas Market 

     

http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

Announcements 
 

USHERS:  The Polen and Thomison families 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arniethetutor42@gmail.com  

ACOLYTES:  Millie Davenport and Nate Stein 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke 

LAY READER:  Debbie Trickey 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, soprano; Megan Healey, alto; Darcy Merriman, tenor; Chris Muller, bass 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, December 5:  Malachi 3:1–4; Luke 1:68–79; Philippians 1:3–11; Luke 3:1–6. 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week are Judy Clark and Kim Ferguson. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our 

congregation. You may contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

FLOWERS AT THE COMMUNION TABLE are given to the glory of God, and are in memory of Jerre Nelson Fitts. 

The flowers are given by her family. 
 

TODAY: 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP (and tea) has resumed in Fellowship Hall.  8:30 and 10:00am.   Masks are requested when not 

drinking.  We are not doing food at this time. 
 

ADVENT STUDY - began this morning. Leslee Kirkconnell is leading a zoom Bible study for Advent.  The theme will be 

God with Us (to couple with worship) and help us prepare for both the birth of Christ and the return of Christ!  The zoom 

link will be available by request and also posted on our website/facebook.  A recording will also be made available.  
 

BUCK IN A BASKET FOR NOVEMBER will benefit the Deacon's Fund.  That fund helps members (and others) with 

financial help in difficult situations.  Your generosity is much appreciated.  Please place in the basket and mark any checks 

BiB November.  Thank you! 
 

ANGEL TREE has some tags available.  We are helping 15 families through McNeill Elementary, in addition to Afghan 

refugee families and young adults transitioning from foster care (through Uspiritus).  Please consider choosing one or more 

angels (BE SURE to sign out on the clipboard), purchase the item(s) listed, wrap, label and attach the tag.  Return by 

December 15.   
 

SMALL GROUPS are a great opportunity for growing in fellowship and faith!    https://bgpres.org/grow/small-

groups  Check out what is available and whom to contact.  Sign up sheets are also on the table on the landing - see who's in 

what group. Don't see what you might like?  Contact Mary Evans, Chair of our Small Group Task Force.  We want to help 

you launch!  More opportunities are in the works, so stay tuned!   
 

GODLY PLAY (Kindergarten-5th Grade, meeting 9:00am in the Godly Play Room).   Women were leaders in ancient 

Israel!  Deborah Leads the Way in Judges 4 was today's focus. What does your child remember?  What does God want you 

to learn? 
 

DAVID'S ROOM IN THE INN has begun!  HELP needed.   Dinner cooks, breakfast cooks (we would love some 

homemade casseroles to have in the freezer), dinner hosts, INNKEEPER (overnight hosts).  We will be hosting 12 (max) 

guests each week and want to continue our strong tradition of hospitality and welcome.  You can sign up through the website 

or on the clipboards in the Lobby.  And please keep this ministry in your prayers - along with the guests who depend upon 

our hospitality each week.   
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL begins at 9:00am  We will have fellowship at 8:30 and 10:00am.  Classes may continue until 10:15 

as needed/desired.  MASKS are requested, but anyone in the children's center must wear a mask.  Children's Choir meets 

at 10:00am each Sunday.   
 

NURSERY CARE is available on Sunday mornings.  9-10:15 for children up to 3; from 10:15 to end of worship up to age 

4 (pre-K).  Please note everyone in the Children's Center MUST wear a mask (if over 2).  
 

 

mailto:arniethetutor42@gmail.com
https://bgpres.org/grow/small-groups
https://bgpres.org/grow/small-groups


 

 

 

CHRISTIAN THOUGHT CLASS is going to pause until January.  Come join the Advent zoom class from November 28-

December 19.  Contact Leslee Kirkconnell with questions or to get the zoom link! 
 

COMING UP: 

GALLERY HOP!  Friday December 3rd from 5-7pm - Gallery TPC, in our fellowship hall—a new Art Works Inc exhibit 

opens. Other venues will be open downtown from 5-8pm. It’s good to support our community artists. Be sure to stop by and 

see the new show. 
  

CHRISTMAS MARKET IS SATURDAY!  We have a variety of local vendors coming to sell handcrafted items from                  

9-2.  Volunteers are needed for hospitality.  Donations of handmade items (or nicer *yard* sale type items) and home-                     

made baked goods for the Church table are sought.  Non-food Items may be brought to the office at any point (food                            

items should come Thursday/Friday before).  Visit our sign up here to find a place to help for an hour or two:  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-christmas  We are not doing brunch this year, but will have food 

trucks in our parking lot!  Come support the market and get good food from JD's Mobile Kitchen and Yellow Polka Dot 

Panini! 
 

CECELIA MEMORIAL GIVE-AWAY is coming December 18. They seek usable household items, clothing,               

Christmas decor and especially items for children - toys - very gently used and new.  Items can be dropped off in our office 

for pick up.   
 

SATURDAY MEALS IS BUSY IN DECEMBER!  On the 11th they will be assembling the Christmas Boxes and need 

two or three drivers from our congregation.  On the 18th we are ON for organizing and delivery BUT we will meet at First 

Baptist Church as our church is otherwise busy.  If you can help, please contact Judy Clark, judy068clark@outlook.com 
 

JOIN IN!  A SHOPPING AND WRAPPING PARTY  On Wednesday, December 8, we’ll meet at the church at 5:30pm 

and go shopping together. When we return, at about 7pm, we’ll wrap presents and eat pizza. This may be of special interest 

to those doing Angel Tree presents. 
 

OTHER: 

DONATIONS OF FRESH FRUIT will be much appreciated for DRITI.  Oranges, bananas, grapes (PLEASE - NO 

apples).  Fruit should come on Thursdays to the office beginning November 18.  We will have a maximum of 12 guests plus 

2 Innkeepers each week. HELP US BE GOOD STEWARDS! Please call the office to see if there is a need BEFORE you 

shop- sometimes we get so much we can't use it all!  
 

GET YOUR GROUP TOGETHER TO COOK A MEAL for David's Room in the Inn!  Lots of opportunities exist - see 

the sign up in the 10th Ave Lobby or click here.  Cooking for a crowd is easy when you have a crowd cooking!   
 

GLOVES WITH LOVE fence is seeing a lot of activity (thus spreading lots of love).  We are grateful for donations of 

mittens, gloves, hats, scarves and warm jackets for children.  They can be handmade or gently used or brand new.  There's 

a big blue tub in the 10th Ave Lobby ready to receive all donations.  THANK YOU!  
 

THE FOOD PANTRY could use some items - meat (tuna, chicken, cocktail sausages, etc); canned fruit, 1 pound bags of 

rice, 1 pound bags of dry beans, canned beans - ideally cans should have pop-tops as some receiving bags have limnited 

access to kitchens.   
 

IT'S CHRISTMAS JOY SEASON!  One of four special offerings, the Christmas Joy offering helps the Board of Pensions 

with providing financial assistance to Board members with an acute need.  It also helps support the racial ethnic schools 

related to the PC(U.S.A.) with scholarship and other aid.  Your generosity is appreciated - you can mark your check 'JOY 

offering' or use the envelope provided in the bulletin on December 19.  
 

OUR FRONT DOORS on the church are in the process of being refinished (needed due to time and weather exposure). 

The Session has discussed reopening the front doors for Sunday worship once the work is finished. We hope to be able to 

welcome worshippers at the front of the church again soon. 

 
 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-christmas
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