
              

                           
 

                    T h e  F i r s t  S u n d a y  o f  A d v e n t  

 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  L o rd ’ s  Da y  

November 27, 2022 
 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Gathering Music                                  
 

Striking of the Hour 
 

Welcome 
                     

Prelude                                    O God of Love, O King of Peace                      Theodore Beck 
           
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call To Worship 
They'll say, "Come, let's go to the House of the God of Jacob.”  

There the family will live in the light of God.                              

Come, let us walk in the divine light.                                                            Isaiah 2:1-5, adapted 

 

A Candle Lighting Ceremony for Advent 

                     God with Us, Emmanuel                                       Joel Raney 
         Maker of the stars of night, of the sun by day, rise in us and bring your light: burn our shadows away.  

  In the darkness where we dwell, we await the light of God, Emmanuel. 
 

  Litany  (Responsive) 
During Advent we wait for the coming Savior who is the Wonderful Counselor of Hope!  

Cast your cares on the Lord and the Lord will sustain you in hope.  
We anticipate the One who hears our prayers. 

Cast your cares on the Lord and the Lord will sustain you. 

We anticipate the One who heals us. 

Cast your cares on the Lord, and the Lord will sustain you. 

We anticipate the One who renews our faith. 

Cast your cares on the Lord, and the Lord will sustain you. 

We anticipate the One who ignites our hope. 

Cast your cares on the Lord, and the Lord will sustain you. 

 

The Advent season 

gives us four 

Sundays to prepare 

for the coming of 

Jesus Christ. Christ 

has already come 

as a baby born in 

Bethlehem, but 

Christ continues to 

come into our 

hearts, and heads, 

and lives. Prepare 

ye the way!  



 

Lighting the First Advent Candle: The Candle of Hope 
 

Opening Hymn                             God with Us, Emmanuel                                      Joel Raney 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Call to Confession 

 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession  
Lord of all:  we long for you to come again. We hope and dream.  

We know:  when you come the world will be made well! When you come all that is undone will be 

done. We look for the deliverance of all things. You are the light of faith and hope, and you are 

coming! 

We also confess that we are unprepared for this. We are too attached to this age. We are too proud. 

We are too selfish. We are too afraid—that the end of the age means the end of familiar things. 

Move us to true repentance. Today, make us subject to the coming rule of Jesus Christ.   Amen.  
A Silence is observed for Personal Confession  

 

Declaration of Good News  
 

Passing of the Peace   
As we greet the Lord, we greet one another in His name. 

 

Hearing the Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination   
 

Old Testament Reading (Responsive)                                                                   Isaiah 2:1-5 
                                                                                                    New Revised Standard Version and a Paraphrase                                  

 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. Isaiah, the prophet and 

poet of God! 

In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of the 

mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. That will be the day! 

Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of 

the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” All nations will 

be welcome! There is a word from God for us all! 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. Zion and 

Jerusalem, places threatened now, will become the center of God’s instruction. 
He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords 

into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

neither shall they learn war any more. The judgment of God repairs and restores! 

O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD! On that coming-day, we’ll all live   

in the light! 

Our Advent 

confession:  

We are not ready. 

Lord, make us 

ready! 

 

Isaiah writes at  

a time when 

Jerusalem is 

threatened by the 

most powerful 

armies of the day. 

But, even with  

the nation under 

siege, the 

prophet’s message 

is hopeful. 

 



 

Anthem                                  When Will the Little King Come?               Ruth Elaine Schram                      
 
All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                                                            Matthew 24:36-44 

 “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father.  For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man.  For as in those days 

before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 

entered the ark,  and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be 

the coming of the Son of Man.  Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be 

left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left.  Keep awake 

therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of 

the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake 

and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 

Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 

 

Sermon                                           Looking Forward                              Matthew Covington  

 
All Stand 

Response Hymn 93              Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates                            TRURO 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

All Stand                                                                                                             

Affirmation of Faith                                                             A Declaration of Faith, Chapter 10.2 

All things will be renewed in Christ. In Christ, God gave us a glimpse of the new creation 

he has already begun and will surely finish. We do not know when the final day will come. 

In our time we see only broken and scattered signs that the renewal of all things is under 

way. We do not yet see the end of cruelty and suffering in the world, in the church, or in 

our own lives. But we see Jesus as Lord. As he stands at the center of our history; we are 

confident he will stand at its end. He will judge all people and nations. Evil will be 

condemned and rooted out of God’s good creation. There will be no more tears or pain.  

All things will be made new. The fellowship of human beings with God and each other will 

be perfected. Amen 

 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
All Sit  

The Offering 

 

Offertory                                  Come, Holy Ghost, Lord God                            Marcel Dupre 

   
All Stand  

Doxology  
                Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

     Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

     Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 

     Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Prayer of Dedication  
 

 

 

 

The vision of 

hope. 

 

The Buck in a 

Basket offering 

for November 

goes to provide 

meals for the 

Angel Tree 

Families\ 

Watch and see 

what the Lord  

will do! 

Soon Jesus will be 

crucified. But he 

will be raised.  

The signs around 

us may suggest 

destruction. But 

destruction isn’t 

God’s way, is it? 

Watch, wait, and 

see! 

 



       
 

Bearing the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 105                           People, Look East                                       BESANCON 

 

Benediction 

 

Postlude                                    A Great and Mighty Wonder                         German Melody 

**************************************************************************                       

 
 

WELCOME VISITORS! 
WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us!    

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, please email  

our church office: info@bgpres.org or visit our website: www.bgpres.org 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

                          

                

 

 

                       The Presbyterian Church Staff  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •   www.bgpres.org 

 
 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope  

Youth Ministries David Clarke 

Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music Director                                           

Kimberly Watkins 

Emily Chambers 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Clerk of Session                               Tim Leigh 

Sunday Sexton                      Sara Parkerson 

  

Elders: Class of 2023-Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-Frederica Kernohan,                 

Tim Leigh, Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby Ahmed, Buzz English, Pamela Napier, Julia 

Roberts, Julie Wedge   Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette Parkerson, Judy Whitson; Class of 2024 Trudy 

Burkeen, Evan Goad, Linda Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; Class of 2025-Craig Long, Teri Polen, Ernie Small, Dan Stelling, 

Fred Trickey 

 
 
O ur church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Mike Kanan, Frederica Kernohan, J ean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, 
Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bobby R abold, Bud S chlinker, and Debbie Trickey, Larry 
Warden.                                     O ur church Deacons: Trudy Burkeen, Rob Byrd, J udy C lark, Kim Ferguson, C athey G re en, 
Evan G oad, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett,  Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, C atherine Reber, S usan Thomison 
and J udy Whitson.  
 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, November 27 
      8:30 a.m.       Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.    Sunday School 

9:15 a.m.       Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.     Worship  

4:00 p.m.       Vesper Service  

   Monday, November 28                    
         9:00 a.m.    GOD/DOG is Love  

   Tuesday, November 29 
         9:30 a.m.       Chair Yoga          

         11:00 a.m.     Special Care 

   Wednesday, November 30 
         7:00 a.m.     Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

         5:00 p.m.       Chancel Choir 

         6:05 p.m        Advent Meal / Meditation 

   Thursday, December 1 

         6:00 p.m.       DRITI 

         7:00 p.m.       Neighborhood Group 

   Friday, December 2 
         7:30 a.m.     Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

         5:30 p.m.       Gallery Hop 

    

 

 

 

 

 
    
    
    
    
   

mailto:info@bgpres.org
http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

Announcements 
 
 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

USHERS:  The Polen and Thomison families 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Madeline Miller, Hailey Goodwin, Darcy Merriman, Jeremiah Simpson 

LAY READER:  Mike Kanan 

MEDIA PERSONNEL: Lillian Hargesheimer 

NURSERY: Alisia Simmons, Emily Kessler, Yamilet Bruno Sanchez, Barbara Solberg-Hale 

 
LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY December 4: Isaiah 11:1–10; Psalm 72:1–7, 18–19; Romans 15:4–13; Matthew 3:1–12. 
 

DEACONS OF THE WEEK this week will be Kim Ferguson and Kathy Higgins. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our 

congregation. You may contact them through the church office: 270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY: 

VESPER SERVICE — Please join us for a Vesper Service today, November 27th at 4:00pm in our Sanctuary. Tom Moody 

and staff are planning a special service of organ and bell music with scripture and prayer, to begin the Advent season. All are 

welcome! 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES at 9:00am.   Special class during Advent:  

The Moment That Changed the World - Advent Sunday School for All Ages - 9:30-10:15 a.m. – in our Church Fellowship 

Hall - November 27, December 4, 11, and 18.  Come share in the joy of the four Sundays of Advent through familiar carols, 

beautiful art, treasured Bible stories and festive crafts. Pastries, coffee, and juice will be available. For more information, 

contact Mary Evans or Julia Roberts 

Youth Class – in the Youth Suite on the 2nd floor 

Preschool and Children’s classes – downstairs 
 

SMALL GROUPS   We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering of folks that visit, laugh, learn, serve, pray 

and grow spiritually. You can join a Small Group at any time during the year and now is an especially good time as we rally 

back together for the new church year and new school year.  We have a variety of Small Groups and look forward to having 

more.  Currently the following Small Groups are meeting and would welcome new members: 

God/Dog is Love (Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park, Contact Debbie Morse) 

Chair Yoga (Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen) 

Breakfast Group (Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix) 

Men’s Breakfast Group (Fridays, 7:30 a.m. at Lisa’s 5th Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh) 

Neighborhood Group (1st Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home, Contact Julia Roberts) 

The Bible and Bees (Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington) 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles (Contact Donna Meredith.) 

Eating Out (Starting soon, Fridays and Sundays, Contact Mary Evans) 

Do you have an idea for a new Small Group?  Talk to Matthew Covington, David Clarke, Tim Leigh, Pamela Napier,                   

or Mary 
 

DRITI is up and going with our max guests (15) plus one, on the first Thursday night we hosted.  Thanks to the many folks 

who helped this to happen.  Now, we ask that YOU add your name to sign-up sheets located outside the chapel wherever you 

can help. Your assistance is needed and appreciated!   
 

COMING UP:  

WEDNESDAY EVENING ADVENT GATHERINGS - Supper is served at 6:05. November 30, December 7, December 14, 

and December 21.  A soup supper will be served at 6:05 followed by an Advent meditation. All are welcome; please make 

plans to join us in the Fellowship Hall.  On November 30 - Chili, Potato Soup, cheese and crackers, veggies, and dessert. 

RSVP:  Please do call the church office to let us know you plan to attend so we know how much soup to make. There is no 

cost for the soup supper, but you may make a donation to one of our church missions if you choose. 
 

GALLERY HOP Friday evening, December 2 our Fellowship Hall will host a Gallery Hop for a new exhibit.  We welcome 

back ArtWorks for a new show, and the reception will be from 5:30-7:00pm.  Please join us!  
 

 



 

 

ANGEL TREE Don’t forget to select your angel(s) from the Angel Tree outside the office.  In addition to gifts, we also 

provide each family with food for Christmas dinner.   Diane Simmons and other church friends have been chief shoppers the 

past several years (Thank you to these Ladies!) and are willing to offer their expert advice to two new shoppers this year.  If 

you are willing to be a shopper, please contact Judy Whitson for more information. 
 

ANGEL TREE GIFT SHOPPING  A Fellowship Opportunity:  As the holiday season approaches we all know how busy a 

time it can be and how annoying it can be to do that seasonal shopping. So why not make it a little more enjoyable by shopping 

with friends? On December 7th after our Wednesday night Advent meditation, we will be having a group shopping trip. So if 

you have some Angel tree shopping to do or just some shopping of your own, please feel free to come join us as we do some 

shopping, and then maybe some wrapping and festive music at the church afterwards. If you would like more information speak 

to David or Matthew.  We plan to leave together on a bus at approximately 6:45 PM.  
 

CHURCH CAROLING On Sunday, December 18, our church will send small groups out caroling to folks in the community 

who are homebound, or less able to come worship in person. We plan to have a light lunch after worship, then divide into 

groups to make visits. We’ll be taking cookie tins to offer along with festive music! Would you like to participate? RSVP to 

the church office so we can plan for lunch. We’ll also need cookies and tins, which can be dropped off at the church office any 

time. Mark your calendars!  
 

OTHER NEWS:  

GLOVES WITH LOVE returns!  Our 10th Street fence will be dressed in gloves, socks, hats, and scarves during the DRITI 

season.  Your donations of items to hang on the fence are appreciated. We have a good stock of hats and scarves right now, but 

are low on gloves for adults. Please place your donations in the blue bin under the table in the 10th Street Foyer.  If you would 

like to be a helper who stocks the fences each week let the office know. 
 

LAY READERS  A signup has been created online for upcoming lay readers. If you are willing to serve on one Sunday,              

please visit this link and sign up for a date. Lay reader information will be emailed on the Friday prior to the date.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader 

 

 

Donate Online:   The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our 

website (below) and fill out the simple form. Donations can also be made from 

your smart phone.  You can also scan the QR code. https://bgpres.org/give 

mailto:jkpwhitson@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090e49acac23a7ff2-layreader

