
 

                
 

                       Inasmuch as you have done it unto the least of these, 

                           you have done it unto me.                                   Matthew 25:40 

 
 

S e r v i c e  fo r  t he  Lo rd ’ s  Da y  
 

November 22, 2020 

The Reign of Christ 
 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Striking of the Hour 

 

Welcome 
  

Prelude                                        Great Is Thy Faithfulness                arr. David Cherwien 
       
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call To Worship                                                                      from A Declaration of Faith    
             

Leader:  We declare that Jesus is Lord. His resurrection is a decisive victory over the 

powers that destroy and deform human life. 

People:  His lordship is real. It demands our loyalty and sets us free from the fear of 

all lesser lords who threaten us. 
Leader:  Ultimate sovereignty now belongs to Jesus Christ in every Sphere of life.  

Jesus is Lord! 

People:  He has been Lord from the beginning.  

Leader:   He will be Lord at the end. 

People:  Even now he is Lord.  

  

For everyone’s safety, the congregation will not sing the Opening Hymn. 

Opening Hymn 1                     Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!                  NICAEA 
           First and Last Verses only 

 

Call to Confession 

 

 

 

Christ the King 
Sunday was 
instituted by Pope 
Pius XI in 1925, 
when “a world that 
had been ravaged 
by the First World 
War . . . had begun 
to bow down 
before the ‘lords’ 
of exploitative 
consumerism, 
nationalism, 
secularism, and 
new forms of 
injustice.. . . .”  
Pope Pius 
envisioned  
dominion by a  
King of Peace who 
came to reconcile 
all things, who 
“came not to be 
served but to 
serve.” 

 



 

Prayer of Confession and Thanksgiving 
 

Gracious God, we thank you for the evidence of love’s strength demonstrated in Jesus 

Christ. We pray that the power and authority of his love might rule in our hearts.  

We confess that we have often neglected the needs around us, thus failing to live as 

Jesus has called us to live.  

Our lips say Christ is King, but our lives have not accepted the demands of his power.  

We have called him Lord, without giving him the allegiance he is due. Help us to be 

subject to his rule today.  
Silence for Personal Confession 

 

Hymn                                                                                                                         KYRIE 
    Lord, have mercy upon us, 

    Christ, have mercy upon us. 

    Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Declaration of Good News 

 

For everyone’s safety, the congregation will not sing. 

Response Hymn 260                   Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!                               HYFRYDOL      
                                                          Collegiate Ensemble 
  Alleluia! Sing to Jesus! His the scepter, His the throne! 

  Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone! 

  Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood 

  Jesus out of every nation hath redeemed us by His blood. 

 

Declaration of Good News 

 

Passing the Peace of Christ 
                The risen Lord brought the gift of life-giving peace.  Let us share it with one another. 

 

Time with Young Disciples 
 

Hearing the Word 

All Sit 

Prayer for Illumination 

  

Psaltery Reading                                                                                             Psalm 95:1-7 
 

Joyful Shouts Because We Belong to God 
 

O come, let us sing out to the Lord : let us shout in triumph to the rock of our 

salvation. 

Let us come before his face with thanksgiving :  and cry out to him joyfully in psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God : and a great king above all gods. 

In his hand are the depths of the earth : and the peaks of the mountains are his also. 

The sea is his and he made it : his hands molded dry land. 

Come, let us worship and bow down : and kneel before the Lord our maker. For he is 

the Lord our God.  

 

Anthem                                            In Wisdom Let Us Grow                G. Winston Cassler 

                                      
 

 

 

 

Christ the King is a 
king with surprising 
standards. He asks us 
to live for the service 
of others. Confessing 
how hard this can 
be, we ask for God’s 
help in being “A 
Matthew 25 
Church.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Psalm 95 describes 
worship as both 
joyful praise and as  
a humble bowing 
down. The center  
of this worship is 

thanksgiving to God. 
 
 



 

 

All Stand 

Gospel Reading                                                         Matthew 25:31-46 

“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on 

the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate 

people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put  

the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his 

right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 

you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 

thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I 

was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison 

and you visited me.’  

Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave 

you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a 

stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we 

saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell 

you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did 

it to me.’  

Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into the 

eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no 

food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not 

welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not 

visit me.’ Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or 

thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he 

will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, 

you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the 

righteous into eternal life.”  

 
All Sit 

Sermon                       The King’s Surprising Standards             Matthew Covington 
 

Responding to the Word 

 

For everyone’s safety, the congregation will not sing. 
 

Response Hymn 264                     At the Name of Jesus                     KINGS’S WESTON 
First and Last Verses only 

Collegiate Ensemble 

 

Affirmation of Faith                                                    A Declaration of Faith (Chapter 10) 

Hope in God gives us courage for the struggle. The people of God have often misused 

God’s promises as excuses for doing nothing about present evils. But in Christ the new 

world has already broken in and the old can no longer be tolerated. 

We know our efforts cannot bring in God’s kingdom. But hope plunges us into the 

struggle for victories over evil that are possible now in the world, in the church, and in 

our individual lives. Hope gives us courage and energy to contend against all opposition, 

however invincible it may seem, for the new world and the new humanity that are 

surely coming. Jesus is Lord! He has been Lord from the beginning. He will be Lord at 

the end! Even now, he is Lord! 
Amen.  

 

 

 

 

Hymn 264 may be 
a hymn based on a 
hymn, for it is 
thought that the 
passage on which 
it is based 
(Philippians 2:5-11) 
was a sung credal 
statement from 
the 1st century. 

Jesus invites us 
to reach out 
beyond 
ourselves, 
forgetting 
privilege or 
position, in 
order to serve 
those in need, 
without thought 
of reward. 
When we do 
this, the reward 
comes. 
 



 
All Sit   

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

The Congregation is invited to sing the Closing Hymn, since we are about to leave the 

sanctuary and any exposure to infections is therefore minimized. 
 

Closing Hymn 260                        Alleluia! Sing to Jesus!                            HYFRYDOL 
  Verses One and Four Only 

 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; his the scepter, his the throne; 

Alleluia! his the triumph, his the victory alone. 

Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood: 

"Jesus out of every nation has redeemed us by His blood.” 
 

Alleluia! King eternal, Lord omnipotent we own; 

Alleluia! born of Mary, earth your footstool, heaven your throne. 

As within the veil you entered, robed in flesh, our great high priest; 

here on earth both priest and victim in our eucharistic feast. 
 

Benediction 
 

Postlude                                                Trumpet Tune                        Johann K. F. Fischer 

************************************************************************ 

 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online and in person, we are glad you are with us! 

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, 

 please email our church office.   www.bgpres.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 

270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 
 

Donate Online:  

The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 

also scan the QR code, right.  

https://bgpres.org/give 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, 

Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears. Our church Deacons: Angie 

Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda 

Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 

http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/


 
 

                           The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Announcements 
 

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke  

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, DiDi Turley, Sam Tuggle, Ben Johnson 

USHERS:  The Kernohan family 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arfranpe@msn.com 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, November 29:   Isaiah 64:1–9; Psalm 80:1–7, 17–19; 1 Corinthians 1:3–9; Mark 13:24–

37. 
 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week is Judy Clark. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You may 

contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

TODAY: 

TODAY OUR CHILDREN learned in Godly Play about Ruth in Ruth 1-4.  The group meets via zoom at 9:00am and is 

led by Mary Evans. 
 

GROW FAITH, STRENGTHEN RELATIONSHIPS, GO DEEPER!  Join a small group! We have some beginning, 

and more planned later.  You can contact Tim Leigh, Julia Roberts, or Karen Watson.  Other than the walking group (Karen), 

all are/will be virtual.  Once it is safe to be in person, we will have other groups available.   
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CONTINUES (via Zoom).   Godly Play meets at 9:00am for our children with Mary Evans.  Youth 

meet with David in the afternoons.  Coffee & Conversation meet 9:00am Sundays.   Contact Leslee Kirkconnell for 

information, including zoom links.     
  

THE ANGEL TREE is now available. Our tree is up and decorated.  We have on-line sign up, as well as the ability to 

pick ornaments off our tree (if you are here for worship, or you can stop by during the week).  Items will be due back 

December 16. We have simplified things - one ornament = one person, with a value approx. $50-75 each.   
 

COMING UP: 

LAST WIRED WORD FOR NOW: Nathan Love led a discussion on current events with biblical and theological 

underpinnings.  We will resume this class, with Nathan in the lead on January 3, 2021.   
 

ADVENT BEGINS!  The next four weeks (Nov. 29-Dec. 20) adults will gather by zoom around the lectionary 

passages.  HOPE is our theme and there will be stories, art, videos and small group discussions.  Email Leslee for more 

information.   
 

Pastor  

Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Choir Director 

Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 

Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 

Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministry Intern 

Financial Administrator 

David Clarke 

Terry Johnson 

Treasurer Steve Moore 

Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 

Interim Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 

Heather Kirkconnell           

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  

Sunday Sexton Barbara Solberg-Hale 

Clerk of Session                            Tim Leigh 

 

     Calendar 
 

Sunday, November 22 

 9:00 a.m.   Sunday School (Zoom) 

 10:30 a.m.   Worship  

 3:00 p.m.   Youth Group 

Monday, November 23 

 5:00 p.m.   Round Table Pulpit (Zoom) 

Tuesday, November 24 

 2:00 p.m.   Staff Meeting 

   Thursday, November 26 

                Thanksgiving Day,  

  Office Closed 

       6:00 p.m.   DRITI 

   Friday, November 27 

       Office Closed 
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ADVENT VESPER  The now-traditional musical vesper service will be presented next Sunday afternoon via livestream 

at 4:00pm, amid the lighting of the first candle on the wreath, scripture, prayer, and organ music. Assisting will be the 

ensemble that so ably enhances our morning worship. Put a notation on your calendar for November 29th at 4:00 in the 

afternoon, and join us. 
 

OTHER NEWS: 

DAVID'S ROOM IN THE INN HAS BEGUN!  Extra precautions are in place to keep everyone safe.  Sign-ups are in the 

10th Ave Lobby or on our website (https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn).  You may call the office to be added 

as well.  For everyone's safety only those who sign up will be allowed in the building.  Questions?  Email Rider Allen. 
 

DONATIONS NEEDED FOR DAVID'S ROOM IN THE INN: 

 Baked and frozen breakfast casseroles (we have freezer space). 

 Bleach wipe cannisters (disinfecting wipes) 

 Packages of Individually wrapped snack items - cereal bars, chips, cookies, granola bars, etc. 

 Big bottles of liquid hand soap refills 

 Rags, old Tee-shirts, etc. for wiping down surfaces - we will be making a bleach solution each week, so old ratty 

items are best as bleach will degrade the fabric.   

 Warm sleeping bags (rated to -20) for those nights when a guest can't get in a church.   

Donations may be brought to the office during the week or if you have a Sunday reservation, you can bring then.   
 

WE ARE COLLECTING ITEMS FOR THE Housing Authority. They are in need of items for children - socks, 

underwear, warm jackets.  You can send us a donation to purchase or bring items to the church and we will make sure 

they get where needed.  And watch for Gloves with Love soon! 
 

PEG TRUMAN’S PAINTINGS are presently hanging in the church fellowship hall. Anyone may view them between 

8:30am and 4:30pm M-Th, and 8:30am - noon on Friday. At the Tenth Street entrance, ring the doorbell for entry. Wear a 

mask, and please sign the guestbook. These works will hang until December 13, at which time the works may be purchased 

in a lottery with a donation to the memorial fund. In addition to what is hanging are a number of prints. Copies of these 

prints will be available for viewers later after a decision about displaying them is reached.  

 

 

 

 

HYMN TEXTS FOR THOSE AT HOME WHO WISH TO SING: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee; 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea; 

Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty, God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 
 

 

At the Name of Jesus 

At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, every tongue confess him King of glory now. 

'tis the Father's pleasure we should call him Lord, who from the beginning was the mighty Word. 
 

Christians, this Lord Jesus shall return again, with his Father's glory, o’er the earth to reign; 

for all wreaths of empire meet upon his brow, and our hearts confess him King of glory now. 

https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn
mailto:scarecrows3718@gmail.com

