
 

 

                                                                                                         

  

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service  for the Lord’s  Day 
 

November 14, 2021 
 

 

Gathering Around the Word 
 

Chiming the Hour 
 

Welcome 
 

Prelude                                                Pilgrim's Chorus                                 Richard Wagner                            
 
We Rise in Spirit and in Body 

Call to Worship 
Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children, and walk in the way of love, 

just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 

God. We should love like this. 

Do as God does. After all, you are his dear children. Let love be your guide.                   

Christ loved us and offered his life for us as a sacrifice that pleases God. We can  

love like this.                                                                                                      Ephesians 5:1-2 

 

Hymn 435                           There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy                     IN BABILONE 
                                                                          Both Verses 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea. 

There’s a kindness in God’s justice, which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows are more felt than up in heaven. 

There is no place where earth’s failings have such kindly judgment given. 
 

For the love of God is broader than the measures of the mind. 

And the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind. 

If our love were but more faithful, we would gladly trust God’s Word, 

and our lives reflect thanksgiving for the goodness of our Lord. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        

“God’s love is 

constant and 

irrevocable; our  

part is to be open  

to it and let it 

transform us.  

There is absolutely 

nothing we can do  

to make God love us 

more than God 

already does, and 

there is absolutely 

nothing we can do 

to make God love  

us less.”  
               +Richard Rohr 

How shall we be 

imitators of  

God-in-Christ? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

                                     

Prayer of Adoration and Confession (unison) 

Loving God, help us to understand that we are forgiven, in order that we may learn to 

forgive. When we carry resentments or harbor thoughts of retaliation, we know that  

we are pulling ourselves in the wrong direction.  

Turn our unforgiving thoughts away. Give us capacity for mercy, even as we have 

received mercy in Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Declaration of Good News 

 

Response Hymn 447                   We Are Forgiven                             WE ARE FORGIVEN   
 

We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.  

We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.                                           

                                                                             

Passing of the Peace  

As comfortable, with words and gestures, we share signs of peace and reconciliation. 

 

Time with Young Disciples        
 

Hearing the Word 
 

All sit 

Prayer for Illumination 

  

Reading from the Epistles (Responsive)                              Ephesians 4:25-26, 29, 31; 5:1-2                                                                                   

Putting away falsehood, Let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are 

members of one another. Be angry but do not sin; Do not let the sun go down on your 

anger, and do not make room for the devil.  Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, 

But only what is useful for building up, as there is need, so that your words may give 

grace to those who hear.  Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and 

wrangling and slander, together with all malice, And be kind to one another, 

tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.  
Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, And live in love, as Christ loved us 

and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

 

Anthem                                 Give to the Lord Honor and Praise                     John F. Wilson         

 
All stand 

Gospel Reading                                                                                              Matthew 6:14-15 

If you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you; but if  

you do not forgive others, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 

 
All sit                                 Third in a Series: Life With A Resurrection Shape 

Sermon                                    Forgiveness                                   Matthew Covington   

 

 

 

 

 

 

“As Christ gave 

himself up for us…” 

The ministry of the 

Christian community 

is a ministry of 

reconciliation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Ephesians, the 

Apostle Paul is heard 

to emphasize 

reconciliation 

between people as a 

response to God’s 

saving grace, 

especially in the 

death of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 “Forgive us our 

debts, as we forgive 

our debtors.” 

 Jesus explains the 

important mutuality 

of forgiveness. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Responding to the Word 

 

All Stand 

Response Hymn 444                Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive                           DETROIT 
                                                                       All Verses 

“Forgive our sins as we forgive,” you taught us, Lord, to pray, 

but you alone can grant us grace to live the words we say. 

 

How can your pardon reach and bless the unforgiving heart 

that broods on wrongs and will not let old bitterness depart? 

 

In blazing light your cross reveals the truth we dimly knew: 

what trivial debts are owed to us, how great our debt to you! 

 

Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls, and bid resentment cease. 

Then, by your mercy reconciled, our lives will spread your peace. 
 

Affirmation of Faith (Unison)                                                           A Declaration of Faith 

We believe that in the death of Jesus on the cross God achieved and demonstrated once 

for all the costly forgiveness of our sins. Jesus Christ is the Reconciler between God 

and the world. He acted on behalf of sinners as one of us, fulfilling the obedience God 

demands of us, accepting God's condemnation of our sinfulness. In his lonely agony on 

the cross Jesus felt forsaken by God and thus experienced hell itself for us. Yet the Son 

was never more in accord with the Father’s will. He was acting on behalf of God, 

manifesting the Father's love that takes on itself the loneliness, pain, and death that 

result from our waywardness. In Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself, not 

holding our sins against us. Each of us beholds on the cross the Savior who died in our 

place, so that we may no longer live for ourselves, but for him. In him is our only hope 

of salvation.  Amen.  
 

Dedication of Tithes and Offerings 
 

As an additional affirmation of our faith, you are invited to come forward at this time 

to place your pledge card or other symbol of commitment in the basket on the  

Communion Table. 

 
All Sit 

Prayers of the People  
     

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Bearing and Following the Word into the Created World 
 

Closing Hymn 434                          Restore In Us, O God                                             Baylor 
                                                           First and Third Verses 
 

Restore in us, O God, the splendor of your love; 

renew your image in our hearts, and all our sins remove. 
 

Bring us, O Christ, to share the fullness of your joy; 

baptize us in the risen life that death cannot destroy. 
 

 

 
 

 

Generosity and 

commitment can 

take many forms. 

Will you devote 

yourself to 

increasing your 

commitments  

in 2022? 

How would you 

describe the 

reconciliation 

between God and 

humanity, in light of 

the cross of Christ? 

 



 

 

Benediction 
                      
Postlude                                  Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus                                      GEIBEL 

************************************************************************** 

 

WELCOME VISITORS! As we worship online or in-person, we are glad you are with us! 

For more information about our church, pastoral help or for prayer requests, 

please email our church office.    www.bgpres.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                                  

 

 

 

 

                           The Presbyterian Church Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-843-4707  •  www.bgpres.org 

Pastor  
Organist, Pastoral Assistant 
Choir Director 
Director of Christian Education 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington 
Thomas N. Moody 

Dr. Wayne Pope 
Leslee Kirkconnell  

Youth Ministries David Clarke 
Financial Administrator Terry Johnson 
Treasurer Steve Moore 
Secretary                                                                   Cheryl Gregory 
Director, Preschool Learning Center 
Director of Children’s Music 

Kimberly Watkins 
Lacy Magre 

Custodian                                                                      Cedric Whitney  
Clerk of Session                                  Tim Leigh 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Mike Kanan, Frederica Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan 

Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bobby Rabold, Bud Schlinker, and Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden.                                     

Our church Deacons: Rider Allen, Trudy Burkeen, Rob Byrd, Judy Clark, Kim Ferguson, Evan Goad, Cathey Green, Linda Leigh, 

Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

Donate Online:  

The church website accepts online donations. Just go to our website (below) and fill 

out the simple form. Donations can also be made from your smart phone.  You can 

also scan the QR code, right. https://bgpres.org/give 

 

  Calendar 
Sunday, November 14 

8:30 a.m.     Fellowship 

9:00 a.m.    Sunday School 

10:00 a.m.    Children’s Music 

10:30 a.m.     Worship    

3:30 p.m.    Confirmation Class 

5:00 p.m.    Youth Group 

    Monday, November 15 
        9:00 a.m.     GOD/DOG is Love 

        5:15 p.m.    Movie Club    

    Tuesday, November 16 
    9:30 a.m.     Chair Yoga   

        11:00 a.m.     Special Care 

        11:00 a.m.     Finance Ministry 

    1:00 p.m.     CUICHM 

        7:00 p.m.        Session 

    Wednesday, November 17 

         7:00 a.m.    Breakfast Group (Teresa’s) 

    5:00 p.m.    Chancel Choir  

    Thursday, November 18 

    6:00 p.m.    DRITI 

    Friday, November 19 

        7:30 a.m.    Mens‘ Breakfast (Lisa’s) 

 

http://www.bgpres.org/
http://www.bgpres.org/


 

 

Announcements 
 

USHERS:  The Polen and Thomison families 

LIBRARIAN:  Arnie Petrus, arniethetutor42@gmail.com  

MEDIA PERSONNEL:  David Clarke 

LAY READER:  Tim Leigh 

COLLEGIATE ENSEMBLE:  Autumn Stolle, soprano; Megan Healey, alto; Darcy Merriman, tenor; Chris Muller, bass 
 

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY, November 21:  2 Samuel 23:1–7; Psalm 132:1–12 (13–18); Revelation 1:4b–8; John 

18:33–37.  
 

DEACON OF THE WEEK this week is Catherine Reber. Deacons assist the Pastor in caring for our congregation. You may 

contact them through the church office:  270-843-4707. 
 

WE WELCOME AND THANK Mike Kanan for playing organ for us this morning, while Tom Moody is temporarily away. 

  
TODAY: 

TIME TO ORDER COFFEE/TEA/CHOCOLATE FOR CHRISTMAS!  TODAY Doug Humphrey has order forms in the 

10th Ave Lobby.  Get your Equal Exchange coffee/tea/chocolate order in.  We must order by the case, so get together with 

some friends and order together.     
 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP (and tea) has resumed in Fellowship Hall.  8:30 and 10:00am.  Please wear masks when not 

drinking.  We are not doing food at this time. 
 

CHRISTIAN THOUGHT CLASS CONTINUES in the Conference Room.  The DVD series, Philosophy of Religion, with 

Dr. W. Glenn Kirkconnell leading, is the focus.  All are welcome to join!   
 

BUCK IN A BASKET FOR NOVEMBER will benefit the Deacon's Fund.  That fund helps members (and others) with 

financial help in difficult situations.  Your generosity is much appreciated.  Please place in the basket and mark any checks BiB 

November.  Thank you! 
 

ANGEL TREE has returned!  We are helping 15 families through McNeill Elementary, in addition to Afghan refugee families 

and young adults transitioning from foster care (through Uspiritus).  Please consider choosing one or more angels (BE SURE 

to sign out on the clipboard), purchase the item(s) listed, wrap, label and attach the tag.  Return by December 15.   
 

GODLY PLAY (Kindergarten-5th Grade, meeting 9:00am in the Godly Play Room).   Exodus 25-31; 35-40 contains the 

stories of the Ark and the Tent. Our children explored those this morning. Read the scriptures.  What does your child 

remember?  What does God want you to learn? 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL begins at 9:00am We will have fellowship at 8:30 and 10:00am.  Classes may continue until 10:15 as 

needed/desired.  MASKS are still required.   
 

NURSERY CARE is available on Sunday mornings.  9-10:15 for children up to 3; from 10:15 to end of worship up to age 4 

(pre-K).  Please note everyone in the Children's Center MUST wear a mask (if over 2).   
 

CHILDREN'S MUSIC meets every Sunday, 10:00am  in the Children's Music Room (next to the History room).   
 

COMING UP 

DAVID'S ROOM IN THE INN begins THIS WEEK!  HELP is needed.   Dinner cooks, breakfast cooks (we would love 

some homemade casseroles to have in the freezer), dinner hosts, INNKEEPER (overnight hosts).  We will be hosting 12 (max) 

guests each week and want to continue our strong tradition of hospitality and welcome.  You can sign up through the website 

or on the clipboards in the Lobby.  And please keep this ministry in your prayers - along with the guests who depend upon our 

hospitality each week.   
 

MOVIE NIGHT RETURNS!  The next meeting of the Movie Club will be tomorrow, November 15, beginning around 

5:15pm at the home of Arnie Petrus (2100 Tanalee Court).  Bring snacks to share and please RSVP to Arnie 

(arniethetutor42@gmail.com).  

mailto:arniethetutor42@gmail.com
mailto:arniethetutor42@gmail.com


 

 

NEXT SUNDAY NOVEMBER 21 there will be a brief survey available for you to fill out.  God, Sports and the Grateful 

Dead, is a study being conducted by WKU and there is interest in how we would respond to the questions.  The survey is 

completely anonymous and will take but a few moments of time.  Leslee Kirkconnell will have the surveys and will be 

collecting them that day for Dr. Bella Mukonyora.   

 

FREE THANKSGIVING MEALS!  First Christian and State Street United Methodist Churches are offering FREE meals for 

Thanksgiving!  You must call between November 15-18: 270-842-4307.  You can choose delivery or drive through pick up - 

meals delivered 10-1 or pick up 10:30-1:30.   
 

ADVENT STUDY - beginning on November 28, Leslee Kirkconnell will lead a four week Bible study for Advent on 

zoom.  The theme will be God with Us (to couple with worship) and help us prepare for both the birth of Christ and the return 

of Christ!  The zoom link will be available by request and also posted on our website/facebook.  A recording will also be made 

available.  
 

CHRISTMAS MARKET IS DECEMBER 4!  We have a variety of local vendors coming to sell handcrafted items from 9-

2.  Volunteers are needed for hospitality and to work selling items at our church table (raising money for Living Waters for the 

World).  Donations of handmade items and homemade baked goods for the Church table are sought.  Non food Items may be 

brought to the office at any point (food items should come Thursday/Friday before).  Visit our sign up here to find a place to 

help for an hour or two:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-christmas  We are not doing brunch this year, 

but will have food trucks in our parking lot! 
 

CECELIA MEMORIAL GIVE-AWAY is coming December 18. They seek usable household items, clothing, Christmas 

decor and especially items for children - toys - very gently used and new.  Items can be dropped off in our office for pick up.   
 

ASHES AND DUST, CELEBRATIONS AND SADNESS  Are you interested in exploring the traditions of burial and 

funerals?  Are all cremations the same? Embalming, when did it start and why?  We will start with burial customs during Jesus' 

time and move forward.  What happens to the body as the end of life approaches?  Come explore these questions and 

more.  Joann Pearson will lead this Small Group discussion beginning in January. Four Wednesdays, January 5-26, 7:00pm at 

the church.  There is a sign up sheet on the landing.   
 

OTHER: 

LIBRARY Church member Russell Moore has donated Great Books of the Western World (54 Volumes), Gateway to Great 

Books (10 Volumes), and The Great Ideas of Progress (10 Volumes). These will be in the glass bookcase near the library door. 

If you desire a listing, contact Arnie Petrus, Librarian at arniethetutor42@gmail.com 
 

SMALL GROUPS are a great opportunity for growing in fellowship and faith!    https://bgpres.org/grow/small-groups  Check 

out what is available and whom to contact.  Sign up sheets are also on the table on the landing - see who's in what group. Don't 

see what you might like?  Contact Mary Evans, Chair of our Small Group Task Force.  We want to help you launch!  More 

opportunities are in the works, so stay tuned!   
 

DONATIONS OF FRESH FRUIT will be much appreciated for DRITI.  Oranges, bananas, grapes (PLEASE - NO 

apples).  Fruit should come on Thursdays to the office beginning November 18.  We will have a maximum of 12 guests plus 2 

Innkeepers each week.  
 

GET YOUR GROUP TOGETHER TO COOK A MEAL for David's Room in the Inn!  Lots of opportunities exist - see the 

sign up in the 10th Ave Lobby or click here.  Cooking for a crowd is easy when you have a crowd cooking!   
 

GLOVES WITH LOVE fence is seeing a lot of activity (thus spreading lots of love).  We are grateful for donations of mittens, 

gloves, hats, scarves and warm jackets for children.  They can be handmade or gently used or brand new.  There's a big blue 

tub in the 10th Ave Lobby ready to receive all donations.  THANK YOU!  
 

IN SUPPORT OF THEIR WORK WITH CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULTS AT RISK we’ve been asked to write 

encouraging notes to the staff at Bellewood/Brooklawn/Seven County Services. Names of staff, note cards, and pens are on the 

table on the landing. Write a note and check off a name so we can tell everyone that they are doing good and important work, 

for which we thank them. Bellewood/Brooklawn/Seven County Services helps children enter foster care, and when they have 

aged-out, to experience independent living. There is also a residential program for children not placed in foster care. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-christmas
mailto:arniethetutor42@gmail.com
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