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Church Wide 
It was a church-wide effort. The first week in August, we raised about 
$6000 dollars and got deep discounts on water and cleaning supplies to 
take to Hazard, Kentucky, to help with the immediate response to the               
awful flooding in the area. Once the stuff we had purchased was               
delivered, however, another benefit occurred. 

All Ministry is Local 
There was a need to communicate between several relief-center sites,  
especially concerning the distribution of supplies. Our team from Bowling 
Green was able to fill the need by driving between sites, re-distributing 
supplies, and making connections between other groups offering relief. 
This experience of being immediately present “on the ground” and person-
ally involved in the process of making human connections was a deeper 
dive into the important work of offering help in Eastern Kentucky. To coin a 
phrase, all ministry is local.  Looking into the face of need and seeing the 
faces of real people is what it’s all about. 

Good News/Bad News, but More Heartening Than Not 
The third week in August, our Help Ministry team met to interview and  
provide utilities assistance to folks in our city. It was an unusually busy 
day. Our team had about $900 dollars to offer, but that wasn’t enough. 
Thirty people had to be turned away. 
Again, it helps to put a human face on need. One of the people seeking 
assistance was actually housing two other people with her who had no 
place to go. It was suggested to her that she turn her air conditioning off, 
but she expressed concern for the people she was trying to help. They 
were with her temporarily, and she wanted to provide for them the best 
she could. 
Meeting real people in real situations is heartening, because they are                    
trying so hard. It’s also disheartening to see how much is needed, and 
how circumstances conspire. 

Meeting Their Gaze 
Our church office administers a food pantry five days a week. The               
congregation is exceptionally generous with donations, but the need is 
great. The people come to the door on 10

th
 Avenue. It’s awkward. The 

people are uncomfortable, asking for help. But, when we bring out a small 
bag of items, downcast eyes are lifted for just a second. Meeting their 
gaze is truly touching. 
Ministry is local. People matter. It helps to put these faces on the projects 
we undertake. Everyone has a story. 

A prayer: 
Jesus Christ, in your mercy you walked among us, saw our faces, and felt 
our pain. Because you have come and are coming again, our lives have 
certain hope. Help us spread that hope, in thanksgiving to you. Amen. 
 

Know you are loved.     -Matthew 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL has resumed at 9:00am.   
Class offerings include: 
 

Coffee and Conversation Class – We have started  

a new book this fall, “The Case for Christ” by Lee 

Strobel. We plan to meet next on September 18 and 

discuss chapter 1.  (due to Labor Day Weekend  

and a Circle on the second Sunday, this will be our 

next class.). All are welcome! 

The Chosen - this Sunday School class continues  

in our Fellowship Hall at 9-10:15am   

New offering: The Floyd Hays Ellis Class has a  

new class at Cecelia Memorial Church, using The  

Present Word curriculum (which the Ellis Class  

had been previously using). Class at 9:00am, date TBA 

 
We're meant to do life together! Small Groups are a gathering 
of folks that visit, laugh, learn, serve, pray and grow spiritually. 
You can join a Small Group at any time during the year and now 
is an especially good time as we rally back together for the new 
church year and new school year.  We have a variety of Small 
Groups and look forward to having more.  Currently the following 
Small Groups are meeting and would welcome new members: 

 

God/Dog is Love -Mondays 9 a.m. at Covington Woods Park,  

                               Contact Debbie Morse 

Chair Yoga -Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m. at our church, Contact Trudy Burkeen 

Breakfast Group -Wednesdays, 7 a.m. at Teresa’s, Contact Wayne Hendrix 

Men’s Breakfast Group -Fridays, 7 a.m. at Lisa’s 5
th
 Street Diner, Contact Tim Leigh 

Neighborhood Group -1
st
 Thursday, 7 p.m. at Julia Roberts’ home,  

                                       Contact Julia Roberts 

The Bible and Bees -Meets periodically, Contact Matthew Covington 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles -Contact Donna Meredith 

Eating Out -Starting soon, Fridays and Sundays, Contact Mary Evans 
 

Do you have an idea for a new Small Group?  Talk to Matthew Covington, David Clarke, 
Tim Leigh, Pamela Napier, or Mary Evans and they will help make it happen! 
 
 

CHILDREN’S MUSIC resumes on Sunday mornings at 9:15am on 
September 11th. And we welcome Emily Chambers as our new             
Children’s Music Director! A Senior Music Education major at Western 
Kentucky University, Emily Chambers is from Leitchfield, Kentucky.               
She teaches violin in the WKU Pre-college Strings Program. This fall she 
will be teaching the Early Childhood Music Classes for them as well. We           
welcome and appreciate her for the sharing her talents and skills with us 
and our children.  

Christian Education 

    - Also -  

Youth Class – Sunday mornings 

  In the Youth Suite on 2
nd

 Floor 

Preschool and Children’s  

Classes are downstairs. 
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Missions 

A QUICK RECAP OF OUR EFFORTS IN EASTERN KENTUCKY, 
IN RESPONSE TO THE RECENT FLOODING - 

 

Church response has been exceptional:  We have collected close to 6K in donations and even today 
more is coming in. Our church provided some 1,610 items of supplies on nine pallets of goods that 
were 48”x40”x 5’5” and filled a 26 foot truck. 

  

Houchens Industries sold us all of the supplies at wholesale and we spent $4,784.90. We also provid-
ed $1,000 in gift cards (activation of those cards took another $200.00). The truck rental and gas cost 
us about $600.00. 

  

All of the goods and gift cards were delivered on Friday the 12
th
 of August and, in talking with the folks 

at the distribution center and the folks from the Presbyterian Church Hazard, they were able to inven-
tory all of what we brought--plus more from other Presbyterian churches and Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance--to then share with all of the effected churches in Eastern KY, thus being able to meet the 
needs of so many more people.  Even better news is that on that very day we delivered the supplies, 
goods were getting into the hands of people who needed them. 

  

We might not think that VO5 shampoo would be coveted, but let me tell you that when we arrived it 
was the first thing people came up and approached our truck asking if we had really brough ? We 
were able to get them a case to begin passing out as soon as we were unloaded! 

  

We have had stories shared with us that day and every day since via text messages. The hurt is real 
and the needs are huge for our neighbors in Eastern KY. You can know that what you did in giving 
has been felt by hundreds, or in fact more people.  You have been lifted up in prayers of thanksgiving 
by churches all over Eastern KY and daily I receive a thank you to our church for your gifts of love. 

  

The urgency of this was real and your response matched that urgency and continues to do so. We 
have made new friends in our KY neighborhood and we have served God’s church by sharing out of 
our own abundance.  Scripture tells us that when we do that the church will grow. I believe that growth 
begins in our own hearts and spills out into our larger neighborhood. God bless each of you for your 
care and love. 

  

Here is a list of the supplies we delivered: 
384 rolls of 2 ply toilet paper 24 rolls per pack 
120 rolls of Paper towels 
360 Hefty 1 gallon slider bags 
96 Mylar blankets 
120 bottles of VO5 shampoo 
360 bottles of antibacterial soap 
80 tubs of sanitary wipes 
90 Ajax soap dish detergent 

  

--Tim Leigh 
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Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members  
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 

 

To the family and friends of Catherine Lowe 

CURRENT ART EXHIBIT An unusual and exciting            
exhibit of Andee Rudloff’s doodles and sketches hangs in 
Fellowship Hall. Andee’s reputation for whimsical murals is 
remarkably evident on walls of schools and buildings in 
Kentucky and Tennessee, especially in our immediate            
area and Nashville—and notably here in the children’s                 
hallway of The Presbyterian church.  Her art work employs 
community cooperation with others painting the shapes 
she draws.  Her art minions have included school children, 
members of community groups, and other artists.   
 
HOTEL, INC is holding its annual Farm to Table Dinner on September 10 at 6:00 
p.m.  The dinner will be held at the new and beautiful Tayvin Gardens in Smiths Grove.  Chef 
Brittany Vincent is preparing a delicious four course KY. Proud dinner.  For more information 
contact hotelincbg.com/dinner. 

 
OFFICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  Cheryl will be away on vacation the 
week of September 19-23, and we are seeking volunteers to help in the office 
with greeting folks and answering the phone. If you’d like to help for part            
of a day, please call the church office at 270-843-4707, or email us at                          
info@bgpres.org.  Thank you! 
 

 
THE CHURCH OFFICE will close for Labor 
Day on Monday, September 5th.  
 
 
THE PIG PICKIN’ last month was wonderful. Great fellowship, food, worship, and even great 
weather! Many thanks to everyone who helped! We are especially grateful to the Fellowship 
Ministry; to Bud Schlinker; Susan, David, and Bradley Thomison; Judy and Paul Clark;               
Debbie and Fred Trickey; Tim and Linda Leigh; Bobby Rabold; Roy Beard; David Clark and 
our youth; and to many others. 
 
OUR PRESCHOOL LEARNING CENTER is back in Session! 
This year the 3’s and 4’s classes are full!  We do still have some 
availability in the 2’s classes if you know someone who might 
like to have a child attending. Email the PLC director Kimberly 
Watkins at plcdirector@bgpres.org 
 
 

Church and Community 

http://hotelincbg.com/dinner
mailto:info@bgpres.org
mailto:plcdirector@bgpres.org
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E lders : Class of 2023-J ean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Nathan Love, Mike 

Morse, Bud Schlinker; Class of 2024-F rederica Kernohan, Tim Leigh,  

Bobby Rabold, Debbie Trickey, Larry Warden; Class of 2025-Karol Kirby 

Ahmed, Buzz E nglish, Pamela Napier, J ulia Roberts, J ulie Wedge                  

Deacons: Class of 2023-Kim Ferguson, Kathy Higgins, Annette 

Parkerson, J udy Whitson; Class of 2024-Trudy Burkeen, E van Goad, Lin-

da Leigh, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison; C lass of 2025-Craig Long, 

Teri Polen, E rnie S mall, Dan S telling, F red Trickey 

Finance Ministry 
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September Birthdays 

Youth Group has started back to meeting for the new year. We will be 
meeting on Sundays from 5-7pm in the church unless we have a special 
event planned. We have copies of the full calendar available - if you would 
like a copy speak to David Clarke. 
 

Dinner and fellowship is an important part of our youth ministry experience. 
We encourage people to provide, and to join us for meals with the youth 
group as a way for them to meet new people in the church and have a 
chance to get to know them outside the Sunday morning service. If you are 
interested in providing a meal for the youth the sign-up can be found on the 
website or you can speak to David Clarke and he will help sign you up. 
 

Camp Loucon will be from November 4th-6th this year. Planning for attend-
ing that gathering will begin in the next few weeks.  
 

If you have a college student who has updated their address over the summer, would you please 
pass that information on to David Clarke to ensure any packages and contact is sent to the right 
place. 

Youth Ministry 

September 2 

 Jan Albert 

 Doug Humphrey 

 Russell Moore 

 Faye Patton 

September 4 

 Miriam Reber 

 Linda Skaggs 

September 7 

 Lawrence Finley 

 Elizabeth Nade 

September 10 

 Keith Carwell 

September 12 

 Ryan Ballance  

 Erin Ellington 

September 14 

 Charlie Capito 

 Steve Moore 

 

September 15 

 Kyda West 

September 16 

 Bruce Barrick 

 Jean Carson 

September 18 

 Mary Hills 

September 19 

 Cheryl Gregory 

September 20 

 Megan White 

September 21 

  Jeanne Shearer 

September 25 

 Kathryn Bigler 

 Helen Bueker 

 Sarah Mayfield 

 

 

 

September 26 

 Rachel Crocker 

 Ethan Elliott 

 Charles English, Sr. 

September 29 

 Jane Coverdale 

September 30 

 Barbara Brindle 

 Cary Beth Bowen 

   

   

 

mailto:david.clarke@bgpres.org
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Please check our 60-Second email and bulletin announcements regularly.  In our present  

circumstances, scheduled events often change.  Take care and stay safe! 

September Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 

Neighborhood 

Group 

6:00pm Comm. 

Ed. 

2 
7:30am Men’s 

Breakfast 

Group 
  

3 
Sat Meal 

prep 

(all  

churches) 
  

4 
8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
  

5       Labor Day 

9:00am 

GOD/DOG 

Is Love 
  
CLOSED 

6 

9:30am Chair Yoga 

11:00am Special 

Care 

7:00pm Deacons 

7 
7:00am B’fast 

Group 
5:00pm  

Chancel Choir 
  

8 
 
 
4:30pm Art Show 

Reception 

(F.Hall) 

6:00pm Comm. 

Ed. 

9 
7:30am Men’s 

Breakfast 

Group 
  

10 
Sat Meal 

prep 
  

11 
8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
9:15am Children’s  

Music 
10:30am Worship 
5:00pm Youth Group 

12 

9:00am 

GOD/DOG 

Is Love 
  

13 

9:30am Chair Yoga 

11:00am Special 

Care 

11:30am Lions’  

Club mtg. 

7:00pm Christian  

Ed. (Zoom) 

7:00pm Sunny 16 

Camera Club 

14 
7:00am B’fast 

Group 
5:00pm  

Chancel Choir 
  

15 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00pm Comm. 

Ed. 

16 
7:30am Men’s 

Breakfast 

Group 
  

17 
Sat Meal 

prep 

  
  

18 
8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
9:15am Children’s  

Music 
10:30am Worship 
5:00pm Youth Group 

19 

9:00am 

GOD/DOG 

Is Love 
  
  

  

20 

9:30am Chair Yoga 

11:00am Special 

Care 

11:00am Finance 

Min. 
1:00pm CUICHM 
7:00pm Session 

21 
7:00am B’fast 

Group 
5:00pm  

Chancel Choir 
  

22 

  

 

 

 

6:00pm Comm. 

Ed. 

23 
7:30am Men’s 

Breakfast 

Group 
  

24 
Sat Meal 

prep 
  

25 
8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
9:15am Children’s  

Music 
10:30am Worship 
5:00pm Youth Group 

 

26 

9:00am 

GOD/DOG 

Is Love 
  
  

27 

9:30am Chair Yoga 

11:00am Special 

Care 

11:30am Lions’  

Club mtg. 

  
  

28 
7:00am B’fast 

Group 
5:00pm  

Chancel Choir 
  

29 
 
 
 
6:00pm Comm. 

Ed. 

30 
7:30am Men’s 

Breakfast 

Group 
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The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707      www.bgpres.org 

We share  
the vitality of Christ:   
loving, serving, and  

welcoming all.  
 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

September 15 is the deadline for the October 2022 

newsletter. Please send your information to the  

church office at info@bgpres.org 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                                 Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Terry Johnson                                        Financial Administrator 

Wayne Pope                                                    Choir Director 

Youth Ministries                                                       David Clarke 

Steve Moore                                                           Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                                   Secretary 

Emily Chambers                                 Children’s Music Director 

Kimberly Watkins             Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Tim Leigh                                                            Clerk of Session 

Sara Parkerson                                                     Sunday Sexton  


