
Page                                                                                                                                

 

   Volume 25                         December 2021                                 Issue 12 

  

  
 The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green, Kentucky 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Are Loneliness and Longing Part of “The Christmas Spirit?” 
 We believe that the timing of Christmas, on December 25th, has to do with the 
date of the Winter Solstice in the Northern Hemisphere. The shortest period             
of sunlight in a single day, and, therefore, the longest night, occurs on or around  
December 21st. Christmas Day occurs a few days later, when it becomes             
apparent that, after the darkest day has passed, light is beginning to return to the 
world. Darkness is the absence of light. Tradition has it that Jesus, who is the  
light of the world, was born on Christmas Day. There is some value, then, in 
plumbing the depths of our dark sorrows, deep longings, and hidden loneliness-- 
in preparation for celebrating the coming of the Lord. 

Sadness Has a Purpose 
Many people have to deal with strong feelings of sadness during the             

Thanksgiving/Christmas/New Year’s holidays. Some people feel guilty about           
this sadness. But—what if emotional darkness is just the backdrop for receiving 
and appreciating the enlightening promises of God?  
 Isaiah 40:1-2 begins the great Book of Consolation in Isaiah. “Comfort, O           
comfort my people, says your God…” This is God’s blessing; this is the light. But 
listen closely. “Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and tell her that she has served her 
term [of punishment], that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord 
double for all her sins…” God’s mercy comes after a time of sadness, a dark time. 
 We celebrate the birth of the baby Jesus at Christmas. Remember how it goes, 
in Luke 2:25-35, when the baby is brought to the Temple. The righteous Simeon 
had been looking for “the consolation of Israel” (verse 25) for a long, long time. 
Does wanting to be consoled sound familiar to you? 

Simeon is able to see, in the child, salvation, light, and glory. (verses 30-32) 
But he also speaks of threat; as this world is not always a friend to what is             
good. Wise Simeon speaks to Jesus’ mother, Mary, “a sword will pierce your soul 
too.” (verse 35) 

Balance 
 Darkness and light; brokenness and consolation; evil that pierces souls, and 
the promise of salvation. Seemingly, in this rough old world, we have to balance 
the good and the bad—somehow. 

A Blue Christmas 
 Some churches offer a service of worship on December 21, which they call 
“Blue Christmas,” or “The Longest Night.” The point is to give people permission 
to grieve and hurt, even while we look for the peace and joy we’ve been           
promised. 
 The important thing is to feel secure in the promise. The light is coming. The 
darkest day is past. And there is something, certainly, to be gained by resisting 
the darkness. Strength can come from resistance. Where courage is required, 
courage has a way of rising up in us. Longing can be painful, but it amplifies              
the joy that comes when the longed-for One arrives. 
 So: Accept your sadness, if you are feeling sad. And know that my door is           
always open to you, if you want to talk. But also accept the gift the astronomers 
have given us: the Winter Solstice is passing, and every day will be progressively 
brighter. You don’t have to take my word for it; you can see it in the sky. 
 Know you are loved. 

 Matthew 
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GOD WITH US God is indeed with us always!  Come join us on Sunday              
mornings at 9:00am by zoom for a special Advent study on this theme.  Through   
Bible study, art, stories and more let’s walk together during Advent, deepen our           
faith and relationships and see God with us!  The zoom link will be on our website 
and emailed as needed.  We’ll conclude in time for you to come in for worship!   
 
 

SUNDAY MORNINGS continue with classes for all ages at 9:00am.  Please note that masks are 
still required in the Children’s Center.   
 
THE CHRISTIAN THOUGHT CLASS continues its study of Philosophy of Religion.   
Dr. W. Glenn Kirkconnell leads, meeting in the Conference Room.   
 
COFFEE AND CONVERSATION meets in Room 203.  They have been  
reading through the Bible and discuss their reading and how it has enhanced  
their understanding of the Bible.  
 
THE ELLIS CLASS is joining the Zoom Advent study.  On January 2 they will 
begin a study of The Apostles Creed from the Being Reformed Series.  They will 
meet in room 201 and share leadership.  Participant books are available for $7 each 
from Leslee Kirkconnell.   

 
CONFIRMATION CLASS is now halfway done! We will             
resume January 9.  We are exploring what it means to be a 
Christian in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  Through Bible 
study, creative activities, reflection, discussion and more we 
are working through the four ‘Big Questions’ every member is 
asked:  Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn 
from the ways of sin and renounce evil and its power in the 

world?  Who is your Lord and Savior?  Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and 
showing his love?  Will you devote yourself to the church’s teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers?  Please continue to keep our class members (and mentors) in your prayers:  
Claire Elllington (Susan Thomison);  Maddie Davenport (Mary Evans); Laura Parkerson (Judy               
Whitson); Cary Beth Bowen (Karol Ahmed).   
 
8 HABITS….NOW WHAT?  Through September and October we had an            
excellent preaching series on the 8 Habits of Evangelism – Worship, Sacraments, 
Generosity, Fellowship, Teaching, Prayer, Radical Welcome and Justice.  Each week 
beginning this month we will have a different individual provide a story on Generosity.  
We will follow a different habit each month.  If you have a story you would like           
to share on one of these habits, please let Nathan Love know.  Because to become            
a habit, we need to practice them! 

 
THE TRI-PRESBYTERY MEETING scheduled for November 12-13 has been moved to February          
25-26, 2022.  The Rev. Bruce Reyes-Chow will join us on Friday – a day especially for Teaching             
and Ruling Elders. Saturday we will worship together and have Presbytery meetings.  We will            
need volunteers for our event – greeters, help with food hospitality (we provide dinner Friday and   
lunch Saturday, along with breakfast hospitality.  Watch for more information, and also plan to                        
join us for this special time of learning and worship, along with other Kentucky Presbyterians!                 
Click here for the registration portal  ($10 per person – a BARGAIN!)   
 
 
 

Christian Education 

mailto:nathan.love@wku.edu
https://presbytery.wufoo.com/forms/knwdday0n1lrbz/
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SMALL GROUPS GROW!  Visit the table on the landing to see what small group opportunities 
are available.  Beginning January 5 Joann Pearson will lead Ashes and Dust, Celebrations and               
Sadness.  This four-week small group will look at burial customs in the Bible and how things have 
evolved today.  Resources for planning also available.  Sign up on the sheet on the landing.  Wednes-
days, January 5-26, 7:00pm at the church.   
 
Movie Nights is an additional (adult) small group opportunity, hosted by Arnie Petrus.   
First Thursdays and middle Mondays (January 6, January 17).  Gathering by 5:45, movie at 6pm.                 
Bring movie snacks to share.  Please RSVP so Arnie is prepared to welcome you –  
arniethetutor42@gmail.com  The group decides which movies to watch together.   
 

SMALL GROUPS CONTINUE!  Have you joined one yet?   
See the options on the landing!  Here’s the list and whom to contact: 
 

Neighborhood Small Group – First Thursday each month –  
Julia Roberts – Julia.roberts@wku.edu 
 

GOD/DOG is LOVE – Mondays, 9:00am at Covington Woods Park –           
Debbie Morse – morse3411@bellsouth.net 
 

Men’s Breakfast Small Group – Fridays, 7:30am at Lisa’s Fifth Street            
Diner – Tim Leigh – tim@selectprofessional.com  
 

Breakfast Club – 7am Wednesdays at Teresa’s Restaurant, Wayne Hendrix, thehendrixes@twc.com 
 

Chair Yoga – Tuesdays, 9:30am Fellowship Hall (masks), Trudy Burkeen – tburkeen@twc.com  
 

Day Trips – Pamela Napier, pamela.napier@gmail.com (trips to be determined by group interest) 
 

*Eating Out Small Group (Sundays after Church) contact the office – info@bgpres.org.   
                                            To be determined by group. 
 

*Eating Out Small Group (Fridays, 6:00pm) contact the office – info@bgpres.org.   
                                            Group to determine where (and when precisely) to meet.  

 

                                                                                    *Currently on-hold until Covid conditions improve.   
 

New ones are in the works and others can be formed according to your interest!  We would LOVE             
for anyone to start a group!  Mary Evans -maryameliaevans@gmail.com would be glad to help.                   
VISIT THE SIGN UPS on the table on the landing – see who’s in what group and join the fun!             
Others that are in the planning:  FLOOR YOGA (led by Trudy Burkeen) BEEKEEPING (Matthew            
Covington and Rob Byrd), and MUSIC (Peggy Carthrae) for our Shut-ins!   

 
 
ADVENT IS A GOOD TIME FOR FAMILIES TO TALK ABOUT FAITH!  
Simple resources have been provided to our families to encourage               
discussions about God, Jesus, faith and more.  If you would like resources, 
please contact Leslee Kirkconnell.  Growing in faith needs nurture at  home 
and church, to learn the ‘language’ of faith and we want to help you! 
 
 

Christian Education 

mailto:arniethetutor42@gmail.com
mailto:Julia.roberts@wku.edu
mailto:morse3411@bellsouth.net
mailto:tim@selectprofessional.com
mailto:thehendrixes@twc.com
mailto:tburkeen@twc.com
mailto:pamela.napier@gmail.com
mailto:info@bgpres.org
mailto:info@bgpres.org
mailto:-maryameliaevans@gmail.com
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ADVENT Please pick up an Advent Devotional at the church, if you do not already have one. 
They are available in the lobby. Also, you may view our Word for Wednesdays on Facebook, which 
will be themed for Advent in December. Each week features a different staff member. 
 
JOIN IN!  A SHOPPING AND WRAPPING PARTY  On Wednesday, December 8, we’ll meet at the 
church at 5:30pm and go shopping together. When we return, at about 7pm, we’ll wrap presents and 
eat pizza. This may be of special interest to those doing Angel Tree presents. 
 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP   This Christmas our worship services will 
be in person in our Sanctuary, and also livestreamed. Please join us at 
5:00pm for our Family Worship on Christmas Eve, or at 10:00pm for a           
Candlelight Communion service. 
 
GALLERY HOP!  Friday December 3rd from 5-7pm - Gallery TPC, in  
our fellowship hall—a new Art Works Inc exhibit opens. Other venues will 
be open downtown from 5-8pm. It’s good to support our community artists.  
Be sure to stop by and see the new show. 
 
 
 
 
 

                       POINSETTIAS  Poinsettias will be available for purchase again this Christmas, 
given either in memory of departed loved ones, or in honor of someone special. A bulletin  
announcement page with a listing of gifts will be included with the Christmas Eve bulletin.  

Forms for poinsettia orders will be available in the church office or in the Sunday bulletins.  
Both should be returned to the church office by Monday, December 20th.  

Poinsettia orders are $18.00 each. You may call or email the information to  
the church office, or print and mail an order form.   Form link 

 

Church and Community 

LESSONS AND CAROLS  

Join us on Sunday December 5, 2021 at 10:30am. 
 

  

    A service of Lessons and Carols was first done in the late 19th 
century but later made popular by King's College, Cambridge, who 
held their first service in 1918.  Readings and music are paired as we 
recall God's historic willingness to bless, and the fulfillment of            
blessing in the coming of Jesus Christ the Lord. 
 

    Along with congregational singing and Advent Wreath Lighting, the 
music in this year's Lessons and Carols will feature the Chancel 
Choir, Children's Choir, Collegiate Singers, Beth Pope on piano, and 
Tom Moody on organ with special guests Tina Logsdon and Melissa 
Valone on flutes in a variety of beautiful and uplifting Christmas             
anthems, traditional carols, Christmas solos and duets.  
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Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members 
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 
 

To the family and friends of Bette Leathers Smith 
 

Church and Community 

The Friday Breakfast Group: Solving all 
the world's problems-- one at a time. 

Wayne Hendrix says the Wednesday Men's 
Breakfast was "...a small group before small 
groups were cool." 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP IS BACK!  Join us on Sunday mornings at 8:30am 
in Fellowship Hall.  Hot coffee, warm conversations.   
 
 
GET OUT OF HERE! And into the woods!  Bobby 

Rabold is working on organizing some day hikes in area parks.  Stay tuned for 
more details or contact Bobby for dates/times.  Bobbyrabold1@gmail.com 
 
 
MORE FELLOWSHIP EVENTS are planned for 2022.  As the pandemic             
eases we anticipate being able to have meals together in Fellowship Hall as             
well as other activities.  Stay tuned, and if you want to host something fellow-    
ship-y let Bud Schlinker know!  Bud.schlinker@wku.edu   
 

mailto:Bobbyrabold1@gmail.com
mailto:Bud.schlinker@wku.edu
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THE SEASON HAS BEGUN!   
Help is needed to keep things going smoothly.  
Visit https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn to see what is 
needed.  INNKEEPERS are especially wanted – we have one already 
on most nights, but really must have two.   
 

Dinner Cooks and Breakfast Cooks also needed.  Get a group  
together to provide the evening meal.  DRITI volunteers and guests 
must wear masks at all times unless eating.  This is a continuing 
effort to keep everyone safe (...and yes, differs from our Sunday  
worship policy).   
 

Help us be a warm and welcoming place for our unhoused  
Neighbors this winter – volunteer for DRITI! 

 
 
SATURDAY DECEMBER 4!  9am-2pm in Fellowship 
Hall.  Come enjoy the parade and then venture inside to 
find that unique gift for someone special.  We will have 
a wide variety of items – all handmade in one way or 
another.  Free coffee inside and you can get brunch or 
lunch at one of the food trucks that will be in our parking 
lot – JD’s Mobile Kitchen and Yellow Polka Dot Panini.  
  

HELP IS NEEDED FOR THE MARKET!  Be a warm welcome to those who come in our 
building.  GREETERS are needed in one hour shifts – see what’s needed here - https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-christmas  We are not doing brunch inside 
(see above) but need help keeping the coffee pots full as well as assisting vendors with any-
thing they might need.   
 

 
A FEW MORE TAGS REMAIN! Help us bring holiday cheer to 
families in our community.  Choose your tag, sign out on the            
clipboard, purchase, wrap, label, attach the tag and return by         
December 15.  Delivery is on December 18!  THANK YOU for 
bringing love and cheer to families in our neighborhoods! Prefer 
not to shop?  We will use any monetary donations to ensure all 

our families have a joyous holiday!  You can make a check to the church (memo ANGEL 
TREE) or give through our website - choose Angel Tree on the drop menu.  And thank you!   
 
 
CECELIA MEMORIAL CHURCH is holding their first Holiday                
Give-away on Saturday December 18, 9-12 at their church.  They seek 
household items, holiday decorations/items, good condition clothing 
and TOYS.  Very gently used and NEW toys are especially welcome.  
Items may be brought to our office for pick up.   

Missions 

https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-christmas
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-christmas
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BRING US YOUR GOODIES! The Christmas Market needs 
donations of homemade baked goods – cookies, cupcakes, 
brownies, small loaves of that special-recipe sweet bread, etc.  
We’ll also take homemade pies and cakes.   
 

Funds raised will benefit Living Waters for the World and            
will make someone’s day sweeter!  Baked goods should come 
on Thursday or Friday before the market.  Individually wrapped 
is appreciated! We will also welcome donations of holiday 
items, handmade craft items – anything that folks might enjoy 
purchasing. 

 
THE CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING will be collected 
on Sunday December 19. One of four special offerings 
of the PC(U.S.A.) these monies are split between the 
Board of Pensions to support current and retired 
church leaders with financial needs and the PC
(U.S.A.) related racial/ethnic schools and colleges for 
education and leadership development.  Envelopes 

will be in the bulletin or you may drop a check in the offering plate (memo JOY offering). Thank 
you for your generosity!  More information is available at https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/
offering/christmas-joy/  
 
 
BUCK IN A BASKET for December will benefit the Deacon's Fund, which is available to 
help members with an acute financial need (and other projects as determined by the Deacon's).   
 
 

DECEMBER IS BUSY FOR SATURDAY MEALS!   
On December 10-11 Christmas Boxes will be assembled and 
delivered.  THANK YOU for your help in gathering the canned 
peas for that!  We have them already! 
 

December 18 is our REGULAR day to provide meal volun-
teers.  But NOTE:  We will gather at First Baptist Church that 
morning as our church is otherwise engaged (our Christmas 
Market).  We will need 6 people for inside prep, wrapping and 
clean up and 9 drivers.  

  

On December 25 and January 1, Meals needs help with prep, wrapping, serving and clean up 
and drivers.  Those days are ‘all church’ days, so even one or two people helping will go a long 
way!  Please let Judy Clark know where you can serve!  Judy068clark@outlook.com 
 

Missions 

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/christmas-joy/
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/christmas-joy/
mailto:Judy068clark@outlook.com
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Youth Group will continue to meet throughout December from 5-7pm. Our Last meeting before 
Christmas will be on December 19th and then we will break until the new year.  
 
Our New year calendar has been finalized - if you would like 
a copy please reach out to David Clarke. 
 
We still need people to sign up to bring dinner for our youth. 
The meal we enjoy is an important part of the fellowship          
we enjoy and youth and is a great way for you to come           
and meet our youth and see how they come together and 
interact with one another. If you are interested in providing  
a meal the sign up can be found on our website or speak          
to David Clarke. 
 

Finance Ministry 

Youth Ministry 
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Children’s Page 
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Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Mike Kanan, Frederica Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim 
Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bobby Rabold, Bud Schlinker, and Debbie Trickey,  
Larry Warden. Our church Deacons: Rider Allen, Trudy Burkeen, Rob Byrd, Judy Clark, Kim Ferguson, Evan Goad,  
Cathey Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Catherine Reber, Susan 
Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

December Birthdays 

 

 

 

 

December 1 

 Mary Lucas 

 Bobby Rabold 

 Charlene Rabold 

December 2 

 Mary Belle Ballance 

 Stacy Kreuzer 

 Wanda Rosdeutscher 

December 3 

 Margaret Bush 

 Donna Meredith 

 Sara Parkerson 

December 5 

 Mae Etta Hines 

December 7 

 Bruce Kessler 
 Alexander Lebedinsky 

 Marty Jo Watson 

December 9 

 Heather Jeffrey 

 

 

 

 

December 10 

 Ticket McGown 

 Debbie Morse 

 Erin Whitaker 

December 11 

 Frederica Kernohan 

 Evan Kessler 

December 13 

 Michael Spencer, Jr. 

December 14 

 Alex Yusk 

December 15 

 Ginger Van Ness 

December 16 

 Amelia Seidler 

December 17 

 Susan Todd 

 Claire Watson 

December 18 

 Mary Hext 

December 22 

 Mallory Hudson 

 Grayson Trickey 

 

 

 

 

 

December 24 

 Wes Green 

 Gary Hext 

 Shaska Hines 

December 25 

 Angie Alexieff 

December 28 

 Amelia Davenport 

December 30 

 Stephen Alexieff 

 Tim Leigh 
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Please check our 60-Second email and bulletin announcements regularly.  In our present  

circumstances, scheduled events often change.  Take care and stay safe! 

December Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
7:00am B’fast 

Group 
5:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
  
  
  

2 

7:00pm 

Neighbor-

hood 

Group 

6:00pm DRITI 
  

3 
7:30am Men’s 

Breakfast 

Group 
  
5;00pm  

Gallery Hop 
  

4 

Sat Meal prep 

  

9:00am Christ-

mas Market 

5         

Lessons and Carols 
8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
10:00am Children’s 

Music 
10:30am Worship 
5:00pm Youth 

6 

9:00am 

GOD/DOG 

Is Love 

7 

9:30am Chair Yoga 

10:00am Meeting 

with Franklin Presb. 

11:00am Special 

Care 

7:00pm Deacons 

8 
7:00am B’fast 

Group 
5:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
5:30pm Christmas 

shopping and  

wrapping 
fellowship 
  
  
  

9 
  

10 
7:30am Men’s 

Breakfast 

Group 
  

11 

Sat Meal prep 

12 
8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
10:00am Children’s 

Music 
10:30am Worship 
5:00pm Youth 

13 

9:00am 

GOD/DOG 

Is Love 

14 

9:30am Chair Yoga 

11:00am Special 

Care 

7:00pm Sunny 16 

Camera Club 

15 
7:00am B’fast 

Group 
5:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
 
Angel Tree  

deadline 
  
  

16 
6:00pm DRITI 
  

17 
7:30am Men’s 

Breakfast 

Group 
  

18 
Sat Meals 

date 

(at 1st Baptist) 

Angel tree 

deliveries 

7 Counties 

event/pickup 

19 
8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
10:00am Children’s 

Music 
10:30am Worship 
 

20 

9:00am 

GOD/DOG 

Is Love 

21 

9:30am Chair Yoga 

11:00am Special 

Care 

11:00am Finance 

Min. 
1:00pm CUICHM 
7:00pm Session 

22 
7:00am B’fast 

Group 
5:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
  
  

23 
6:00pm DRITI 
  

24   

Christmas Eve 
  

5:00pm  

Worship 

 

10:00pm  

Worship 

25   

Christmas Day 
Sat Meal prep 

26 

  
10:30am Worship 
(no Sunday School) 
  

27 

9:00am 

GOD/DOG 

Is Love 

28 

9:30am Chair Yoga 

11:00am Special 

Care 

29 
7:00am B’fast 

Group 
  
5:00pm Chancel 

Choir ? 
  

30 
7:00am Men’s 

Prayers 

6:00pm DRITI 
  

31 
7:30am Men’s 

Breakfast 

Group 
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The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707 
www.bgpres.org 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  
the good news of Jesus Christ in word  
and deed so that disciples are made by 
means of inspiring and engaging worship,  
relevant and reliable education,  
compassionate and caring fellowship, 
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  
to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

December 15 is the deadline for the January 2022 

newsletter. Please send your information to the  

church office at info@bgpres.org 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                                 Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                    Director of Christian Education 

Terry Johnson                                        Financial Administrator 

Wayne Pope                                                      Choir Director 

Youth Ministries                                                       David Clarke 

Steve Moore                                                           Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                                      Secretary 

Kimberly Watkins             Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Lacy Magre                                     Director of Children’s Music 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Tim Leigh                                                            Clerk of Session  

 


