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An Imagined Conversation—About Giving 
 

 Our church is trying to raise $678,400 for budgeted expenses in 2022. It’s 
going to be a stretch. In fact, if giving to the church remains at the same level 
as in the current year (2021), we will be substantially short. 
 The challenge of supporting the church has resulted in some important   
conversations. Here’s one (imagined) that might sound familiar. 
 Pastor, we’re trying to take this seriously. If you read the bible, you can’t 
miss verses like Malachi 3:10: “Bring a full tithe into [the Lord’s] house, says 
the Lord of Hosts; see if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and 
pour down an overflowing blessing.” Pastor, I like the sound of that! But, 
somehow, I don’t think giving to the church should be motivated by the hope of 
getting more than we give… 
 No. I don’t imagine that God wants us to give to the church just in order to 
earn more blessings. But, on the other hand, our giving is part of our relation-
ship with God. 
 I gave some money to the local NPR station, and they read my name out 
on the air. For a few days, people came up to me and thanked me for being 
generous. It felt nice to be recognized, but giving to the church is  different. It’s 
a matter between me and God… 
 Yes. We don’t give to the church in order to become popular. The Lord 
knows who we are… 
 Pastor, we’re thinking about the challenge. Maybe we can increase our   
giving to the church in 2022. Not that it’s going to be easy! But we want  the 
church to be able to afford a full staff; and we want the church to keep doing 
water purification projects, run the Food Pantry, give to the Churches’ Help 
Ministry, and all that. 
 Yes. There is a lot of joy in giving to support the things you think are             
important. “God loves a cheerful giver,” (II Corinthians 9:7) 
 And Pastor being a “cheerful giver” mostly comes from being thankful. We 
can’t help but think of how much our faith has meant to us. Faith is comfort in 
the tough times. Faith gives us strength and courage for challenges. Faith is 
abiding hope. We give because we are glad about what God has done for us. 
Somewhere in the Psalms, it says, “What shall I render to the Lord for all 
God’s bounty to me? I will pay my vows to the Lord…”  
 Let’s look that up. It’s Psalm 116:12-14.  
 We’ve talked about a lot. Stewardship, and giving to the church, boils down 
to having a spiritually heathy give-and-take. Engagement with what God is  
doing is spiritually rewarding. Responding to a challenge (with God’s help) is 
invigorating. The work the church is able to do can be an   extension of our 
personal devotions. 
 Pastor, let me offer a prayer.  
  Lord, let us bridge the gap—between heaven and earth, between our 
lives and life in the kingdom, between what we see and what we hope for;              
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 Know you are loved. 

               Matthew 
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Here is a good activity – especially for families!  Enjoy!   
Mindfulness, Prayer, and Family Life 
Mindfulness is a popular buzzword these days, but do we really know what it 
means or how to practice it? Simply put, mindfulness is staying with the present 
moment. One can be mindful while preparing dinner, getting dressed in the             
morning, drinking a cup of hot cocoa, or doing any other daily activity. If practiced 
regularly, mindfulness becomes a way of living that reduces stress and adds              
enjoyment to everyday life. I encourage families to practice mindfulness as a            

spiritual discipline because in so doing, they’ll find deeper meaning and peace each day. Practice 
mindfulness individually and as a family. Here are some easy ways to start a mindfulness practice 
with your children: 

Focus on senses. What can you see, hear, taste, smell, and touch at this moment?  
     Do it in the car, during dinner, on a walk, while waiting in line somewhere, or so on. 
Be precise and detailed. How exactly does that hot chocolate taste? What temperature is it?  
     What color is it, exactly? Children can be especially creative in their descriptions. 
Examine feelings without judging them. One of the keys to mindfulness is to observe without           

attachment or judgment. When our children tell us they are sad or tired, bored or angry, we as 
parents often leap into a corrective “fix it” mode, first asking “why?” and then jumping into              
solution finding. This is a natural impulse, but there’s also great value in teaching children that 
all feelings are welcome and that they can share what’s on their mind without having to ex-
plain if they don’t want to. 

Mindfulness Prompts for Discussion 
Name five things you can see right now. Choose one and describe it in great detail. 
Name four things you can hear right now. Is there anything you can hear but don’t know what it 

is? 
Name a smell you can identify right now. What does it remind you of? 
Are you tasting anything right now? 
How are you feeling right now? Try to describe your feelings in more than one word. 
What is the temperature on your skin right now? 

End your mindfulness time with a short prayer: “God, thank you for the opportunity to observe the 
world around us. Amen.”  -excerpted from Prayers for Faithful Families (Beaming Books: 2020) Used 
with permission. All rights reserved. 
 
THE TRI-PRESBYTERY MEETING scheduled for November 12-13 has been moved to February          
25-26, 2022.  The Rev. Bruce Reyes-Chow will join us on Friday – a day especially for Teaching and 
Ruling Elders. Saturday we will worship together and have Presbytery meetings.  We will need             
volunteers for our event – greeters, help with food hospitality (we provide dinner Friday and lunch         
Saturday, along with breakfast hospitality.  Watch for more information, and also plan to join us for            
this special time of learning and worship, along with other Kentucky Presbyterians!  
Click here for the registration portal  ($10 per person – a BARGAIN!)   
 
CHILDREN’S MUSIC MEETS EACH SUNDAY at 10:00am in the Children ’s Music 
Room upstairs.  Our Director, Lacy Magre is excited to welcome them and help them 
grow spiritually through music – with singing, chimes, orff and other instruments.  Each 
month the group will lead in worship.  All Kindergarten-6

th
 graders are welcome to join! 

 
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL GUIDE will be produced again this year!  If you would like to write a  
story, reflect on a scripture, share a hymn or artwork for the guide, please contact Leslee Kirkconnell 
to get on the schedule!  All elders, deacons and staff are invited to submit and we want YOUR stories 
too!  All submissions must be received by November 15 to be included.  If you don’t want to have a 
particular date, you can send your submission directly to Diane Simmons (dsimmonsbg1@mac.com).   
 

Christian Education 

https://presbytery.wufoo.com/forms/knwdday0n1lrbz/
mailto:dsimmonsbg1@mac.com
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SMALL GROUPS CONTINUE!  Have you joined one yet?   
Here’s the list and whom to contact: 
 

Neighborhood Small Group – First Thursday each month –  
Julia Roberts – Julia.roberts@wku.edu 
GOD/DOG is LOVE – Mondays, 9:00am at Covington Woods Park –  
Debbie Morse – morse3411@bellsouth.net 
Men’s Breakfast Small Group – Fridays, 7:30am at Lisa’s Fifth Street  
Diner – Tim Leigh – tim@selectprofessional.com  
Chair Yoga – Tuesdays, 9:30am Fellowship Hall (masks), Trudy Burkeen – tburkeen@twc.com  
Day Trips – Pamela Napier, pamela.napier@gmail.com (trips to be determined by group interest, 
planning first to Shaker Village) 
*Eating Out Small Group (Sundays after Church)  
contact the office – info@bgpres.org.  To be determined by group. 
*Eating Out Small Group (Fridays, 6:00pm) contact the office –  
info@bgpres.org.  Group to determine where (and when precisely) to meet.      
 

New ones are in the works and others can be formed according to your interest!  We would LOVE  
for anyone to start a group!  Mary Evans -maryameliaevans@gmail.com would be glad to help.   
VISIT THE SIGN UPS on the table on the landing – see who’s in what group and join the fun!   

 
CONFIRMATION CLASSES continue for our four young wom-
en.  We are exploring what it means to be a Christian in the Pres-
byterian Church (U.S.A.).  Through Bible study, creative activities, 
reflection, discussion and more we are working through the four 
‘Big Questions’ every member is asked: Trusting in the gracious 
mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and renounce evil 
and its power in the world?  Who is your Lord and Savior?  Wil you 

be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love?  Will you devote yourself to the 
church’s teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers?  Please continue to keep 
our class members (and mentors) in your prayers: Claire Elllington (Susan Thomison);  Maddie            
Davenport (Mary Evans); Laura Parkerson (Judy Whitson); Cary Beth Bowen (Karol Ahmed).   

 
ALL CLASSES begin at 9am and end at 10 (although may continue until 10:15 as needed/
desired.  Children’s Choir and Chimes meets at 10:00am.  And for now, our fellowship will be time for 
visiting and deepening our relationships – no coffee/food as yet.   
 
CHRISTIAN THOUGHT CLASS will gather again beginning on November 
7 in the Conference Room.  Let by Dr. Glenn Kirkconnell, the group will         
restart their exploration of the Philosophy of Religion DVD series.  Class will 
begin promptly at 9:00am.  Our earlier time will allow for more discussion and 
exploration of the video.  Join us!   
 

 
8 HABITS….NOW WHAT?  Through September and October we had an             
excellent preaching series on the 8 Habits of Evangelism – Worship, Sacraments, 
Generosity, Fellowship, Teaching, Prayer, Radical Welcome and Justice. Each 
week beginning in December we will have a different individual provide a story on 
Generosity.  We will follow a different habit each month.  If you have a story               
you would like to share on one of these habits, please let Nathan Love know.               
Because to become a habit, we need to practice them! 

Christian Education 

(*Currently  
on-hold until Covid 

conditions improve.)   

mailto:Julia.roberts@wku.edu
mailto:morse3411@bellsouth.net
mailto:tim@selectprofessional.com
mailto:tburkeen@twc.com
mailto:pamela.napier@gmail.com
mailto:info@bgpres.org
mailto:info@bgpres.org
mailto:-maryameliaevans@gmail.com
mailto:nathan.love@wku.edu
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INVITE SOMEONE TO COME WITH YOU!  We have good things going on 
and want to welcome your friends to join us!  And we are continuing our            
Livestream on Sundays, and that is also a way to invite folks to check us out.  
Growing our church is EVERYONE’S call (Jesus in Matthew 28:  ‘Go and 
make disciples..).   
 
 
 

 
THE SUNNY SIXTEEN CLUB PHOTOGRAPHY EXHIBIT is currently            
featured in our Fellowship Hall. This exhibit will run from October                     
22-December 3.  Our gallery exhibits are a contribution to local artists and 
our community. Do you know that the Sunny Sixteen Camera Club meets                 
in our fellowship hall each 2

nd
 Tuesday of the month?  For more information 

contact Julie Barrick or the church office. And please stop by and see the 
photo show! 
 

 
 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME The time change is coming soon! Please             
remember that Daylight Savings Time ends on November 7th.  Set your clocks 
back one hour on Saturday evening, November 6th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
THE CHURCH OFFICE will be closed on  
Thursday and Friday, November  25-26, for  
Thanksgiving. There will not be a Thanksgiving 
luncheon at the church this year, but we look  
forward to a time in future when circumstances  
allow us to safely join together again for a  
congregational meal. We wish you a happy,  
safe, and blessed Thanksgiving holiday. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Church and Community 
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Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members 
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 
 

To the Ann and Matthew Covington in the death of Ann’s  

      sister-in-law Kitty Garner 

To Kimberly Watkins in the recent death of her boyfriend 

To the family and friend of Dr. Robert Haynes 

 

CHRISTMAS MARKET VENDORS SOUGHT!  
A few more spots are available for Market Vendors:  
https://bgpres.org/serve/christmas-market (December 4).   
 

We are limiting the number so we can be more spaced out.   
First come, first served, with a waiting list as needed.   
$25 benefits Habitat for Humanity (and can be paid online - 
https://app.clovergive.com/app/giving/clodo-bgpresdonate  
 

Select Christmas Market and give $25).  Don't need a full table?   
Pay $15 for half.  We will also accept donations of handmade items/
baked goods for our Church Table.  Volunteer sign up coming soon!   
 
OUR ANGEL TREE will return November 14.  We will be sponsoring 
15 families, in addition to collecting gift cards for Afghan refugee families 
and Uspiritus young adults.  Watch for the brightly decorated tree to            
appear in the 10th Ave Lobby!  
 

Church and Community 

THE FOOD PANTRY IS OFTEN NEED PARTICULAR 
ITEMS:  hearty canned soups, canned fruits and                
vegetables, canned pasta and canned beans (it is                     
helpful for some cans to be POP-TOPs for easy                           
opening);  breakfast/granola bars, or anything easily                  
eaten by those with little/no kitchen access.  We thank 
all who contribute to this ministry! 
 
WE NEED A PICTURE OF YOU!  A new pictorial  
directory is being planned and prepared for our church.  
We need your picture and accurate address / phone# 
and email address. Pictures are being taken after  
worship (most Sundays) or, you can take your own  
cellphone picture, and email it to:  
Jrga1234@aol.com (Alisa Anderson)  

https://bgpres.org/serve/christmas-market
https://app.clovergive.com/app/giving/clodo-bgpresdonate
mailto:Jrga1234@aol.com


  Page 6  

 

ANGEL TREE RETURNS!  Help us bring holiday cheer to families in our 
community!  We will be sponsoring 15 families through McNeill Elementary 
School, providing some love to young adults transitioning from foster care AND 
helping some of the newly arrived Afghan refugee families.  Our festive tree will 
appear in the 10

th
 Ave Lobby by November 14, with Angels listing the needs/

requests.  Please choose one or more, purchase, wrap and firmly attach the an-
gel and return by December 14 so we can be prepared to deliver on the 18

th
.   

 
 

 
DAVID’S ROOM IN THE INN begins November 18!  Help is needed in many 
areas.  In particular we need Innkeepers – individuals willing to be here              
overnight – each week.  Also: dinner cooks, breakfast preparers/servers, dinner 
hosts, set up, clean up and more.  We will be hosting on Thursday evenings 
again, a maximum of 12 guests (up from 9 last year).  Masks are required at           
all times unless eating.  Sign up in the 10

th
 Ave Lobby or on our website.   

 
 
 
DONATIONS OF BREAKFAST CASSEROLES FOR DRITI sought.   
It helps us to have some casseroles available for early morning breakfasts.  If you would be willing 
to make and freeze a casserole, we have space in our freezer to store!  A recipe can be provided, 
along with disposable pans as needed.  We also need individuals willing to get up super-early and 
come in to serve our guests breakfast at 5:30 (as they must leave at 6).  
 
OTHER DONATIONS FOR DRITI:  individual snack items-granola/breakfast bars, chips, cookies, 
nuts, etc. We try to have individually packaged items for guests to take and appreciate any items 
donated.  Those can be dropped off in the office at any point, please let us know it’s for DRITI!   
 

 
 
SATURDAY DECEMBER 4, 9am-2pm IN FELLOWSHIP 
HALL!  Our third ‘annual’ market features local artisans 
selling those special items for gift giving.  Free hot choco-
late and coffee all day. Vendor table fees support Habitat 
for Humanity.  Volunteers are needed to help our day run 
smoothly – click here to sign up.  We are not doing brunch 
this year, but will have food trucks in our parking lot.   
 

THE CHRISTMAS MARKET IS SEEKING donations of handmade items, homemade baked 
goods etc for our Church Market table.  Knit, crochet, stitched, any good item you are willing to             
donate.  Funds raised from sales of these items will benefit Living Waters for the World.  Baked 
goods should be packaged in individual sized packaging (if things like brownies/cookies).  Small 
loaves sell better than full size – and knowing what each is will be essential (banana bread, nut 
bread etc).  Would LOVE cupcakes, brownies, cookies, loaves of bread, anything yummy.                
HOMEMADE please!  Baked items should come to the church on Friday December 3 by noon.             
Other items can be donated at any time. Questions?  See Leslee Kirkconnell.   

 

Missions 

https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-christmas
mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
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THE FOOD PANTRY could use some particular items (we still have a 
nice bounty from that large shipment, but it does not include everything we 
like to keep in stock).  POP TOP cans are especially needed as some of 
our recipients do not have easy kitchen access.  Hearty (NOT condensed) 
soups – like Campbell’s Chunky;  canned fruit, canned vegetables, canned 
pasta, chili, beans, dry milk pouches, granola/breakfast bars, canned 
meats – tuna, chicken, cocktail sausages, 1 pound bags of dry beans,               
1 pound bags of rice (we are not back to repackaging so please nothing 

bigger than 1 pound!).  DIAPERS are something we like to have to give out-particularly med/larger    
sizes (and wipes).  Next time you are shopping, please consider picking up one or two items and   
dropping them by the office.  And THANK YOU!   
 
 
THE SIGN IS UP, THE LINE IS THERE! — 
Gloves with Love has returned!  Help              
us keep the line stocked – we seek              
mittens, gloves, scarves, hats, NEW socks 
and underwear, warm outwear for              
children.  You can drop in the bin in the Lobby or put in an appropriate size zip loc bag and clip to the 
fence (PLEASE label if for adult or child).  Let us help keep hands, heads and feet warm this winter! 
 

 
 
CECELIA MEMORIAL CHURCH is planning a holiday give away for 
Saturday December 18, beginning at 9:00am.  They are accepting/
seeking donations of good clothing, shoes, small household items,   
Christmas decorations, and TOYS!  Especially toys, preferably VERY 
gently used or new. Donations can be brought to our office.   
 
 
 

 
BUCK IN A BASKET for November and December will benefit the Deacon ’s Fund.  This fund is 
available to help members (and others) with immediate short term needs that may arise, causing            
financial stress.  Your gifts help us care for one another and we are grateful for your generosity. Don’t 
see a basket?  We will take checks marked BiB Deacon’s Fund and appreciate ALL GIFTS!   
 
 
 
 
 

Missions 
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Youth Group will run through the month of November  
meeting from 5-7pm. We have returned to eating meals  
during the youth group.  If you are interested in providing 
a meal for our youth group you can sign up via our  
website or by speaking to David Clarke.  
 

Youth Ministries 

 Finance Ministry 

mailto:david.clarke@bgpres.org
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Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Mike Kanan, Frederica Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim 
Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bobby Rabold, Bud Schlinker, and Debbie Trickey,  
Larry Warden. Our church Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Trudy Burkeen, Rob Byrd, Judy Clark, Kim Ferguson, 
Evan Goad,  Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Kathy Higgins, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette 
Parkerson, Teri Polen, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

November Birthdays 

November 1 

 Sharon Hendrix 

 Curtiss Long 

November 3 

 Gary Hanks 

November 4 

 Trudy Burkeen 

November 6 

 Hayward Beliles 

 Stuart Kernohan 

November 7 

 Claire Duren 

November 10 

 Brad Thomison 

November 11 

 Hunter Murphy 

November 12 

 Cindi Crocker 

 Lloyd Ferguson 

 Ron Shrewsbury 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 13 

 Denny Wedge 

 Julie Wedge 

November 14 

 Lola Baker 

November 15 

 Carter Clemons 

November 17 

 Grant Clemons 

November 18 

 Emily Kessler 

 Sarah Kessler 

November 20 

 David Muffett 

November 22 

 Sarah Jackson  

 Cindy Tanner 

November 23 

 Sandy Franklin  

 Rob Hale 

 

 

 

 

 

November 24 

 Paul Clark 

November 25 

 Jean Harris 

 Anne Multerer 

 Charles Reid 

 George Watson 

November 26 

 Norma Johnson  

November 27 

 Basil Jones 

November 28 

 Miguel Castro 

November 30  

 Trevor Webb 

 David Yusk 
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Please check our 60-Second email and bulletin announcements regularly.  In our present  

circumstances, scheduled events often change.  Take care and stay safe! 

November Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
All Saints’ Day 

9:00am  

GOD/DOG 

Is Love 

2 

9:30am  

Chair Yoga 

11:00am  

Special Care 

7:00pm Deacons 

3 
7:00am B’fast 

Group 
5:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
  

4 

7:00pm 

Neighborhood 

Group 

5 
7:30am Men’s 

Breakfast 

Group 
  

6 
  

7 
8:30am Fellowship 

9:00am  

Sunday School 

10:00am  

Children’s Music 
10:30am Worship 
3:30pm Conf. class 
5:00pm Youth 
  

8 

9:00am  

GOD/DOG 

Is Love 

9 

9:30am  

Chair Yoga 

11:00am  

Special Care 

7:00pm Sunny 16 

Camera Club 

10 
7:00am B’fast 

Group 
5:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
  
  
  
  

11 
  

12 
7:30am Men’s 

Breakfast 

Group 
  

13 
  

14 
8:30am Fellowship 

9:00am  

Sunday School 

10:00am  

Children’s Music 
10:30am Worship 
3:30pm Conf. class 
5:00pm Youth 
  

15 

9:00am  

GOD/DOG 

Is Love 

16 

9:30am  

Chair Yoga 

11:00am  

Special Care 

11:00am  

Finance Min. 
1:00pm CUICHM 
7:00pm Session 

17 
7:00am B’fast 

Group 
5:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
  

18 
6:00pm DRITI 
  

19 
7:30am Men’s 

Breakfast 

Group 
  

20 
  

21 
8:30am Fellowship 

9:00am  

Sunday School 

10:00am  

Children’s Music 
10:30am Worship 
5:00pm Youth 
  

22 

9:00am  

GOD/DOG 

Is Love 

23 

9:30am  

Chair Yoga 

11:00am  

Special Care 

24 
7:00am B’fast 

Group 
  

25 
7:00am Men’s 

Prayers 

6:00pm DRITI 
  
Thanksgiving 
Office Closed 
  

26 
  
  
  
  

 

Office Closed 
  

27 
  

28 
8:30am Fellowship 

9:00am  

Sunday School 

10:00am  

Children’s Music 
10:30am Worship 
5:00pm Youth 
  

29 

9:00am  

GOD/DOG 

Is Love 

30 

9:30am  

Chair Yoga 

11:00am Special 

Care 
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The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707 
www.bgpres.org 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  
the good news of Jesus Christ in word  
and deed so that disciples are made by 
means of inspiring and engaging worship,  
relevant and reliable education,  
compassionate and caring fellowship, 
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  
to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

November 15 is the deadline for the December 2021 

newsletter. Please send your information to the  

church office at info@bgpres.org 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                                 Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                    Director of Christian Education 

Terry Johnson                                        Financial Administrator 

Wayne Pope                                                      Choir Director 

Youth Ministries                                                       David Clarke 

Steve Moore                                                           Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                                      Secretary 

Kimberly Watkins             Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Lacy Magre                                     Director of Children’s Music 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Tim Leigh                                                            Clerk of Session  

 


