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 How can our church be more like the coronavirus? 
 

 What now? 
 

 Highly adaptable, easily transmissible, and constantly in the news. 
Why should a deadly virus have all the fun?  
 

 I don’t like the comparison.  
 

 The gospel message, spread by the work of the Holy Spirit should 
be infectious. It’s as natural as a cough or a sneeze. Let the church 
go viral.  
 

 But people don’t want to get the coronavirus. People are getting             
vaccinated… 
 

 And, according to a recent Pew Research Center study, as many 
as 27% of Americans now call themselves “unaffiliated with any             
religious  tradition,” and 65% of people who say they are religious are 
not active in a church. The vaccine is working. 
 

 So… 
 

 The delta variant of the virus has mutations that cause its              
distinctive spike proteins to be more effective in infecting human 
cells. The new variant is stickier. Faith needs to become sticky again. 
 

 But people are getting sick. The virus is dangerous. Children can’t 
be vaccinated yet. Your analogy is falling part. The church isn’t like a 
virus at all. 
 

 It could be! It could be adaptive. It could do things differently; even 
just slightly differently, to make itself stickier. 
 

 Do you mean going out of our way to welcome people, and inviting 
friends to the Pig Pickin’ (August 15), and starting small groups for           
activities, study at more accessible times, and showing our lighter 
side with the Rally Day Street Party (August 22), and repairing/             
renovating the baby nursery, and adding more opportunities for 
Christian Education, having varieties of music in worship, and            
sermons that teach, and inviting people, and inviting people... 
 

 You’re starting to repeat yourself. But I like what I’m hearing.    
 

 Know you are loved. 
 

 Know you are loved. 

               Matthew 
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SUNDAY AUGUST 22!  From 9:00am – 1:00pm.   
 

We begin at 9:00am with our Mission Fair in Fellowship Hall.    
Several of our Mission Partners will be present to share their work 
and show how you might become involved.  Our Ministries and 
Committees will also have displays about opportunities as well.  
COFFEE (only) will be available.   
 

 At 9:30am Sunday School for all ages begins.   

 10:30am is Worship 

 11:00-1:00pm is our STREET PARTY!   
 
We will have the street blocked off to ensure safe fun together.  PLEASE NOTE THAT               
NO PARKING IN OUR LOT OR ADJACENT TO THE BUILDING WILL BE AVAILABLE on 
10

th
 Ave.  There will be some spots on 10

th
 Ave below the courthouse, and of course State 

Street and other places as usual.   
 

Following worship please visit one of the Food Trucks that will be present, get some lunch 
and enjoy some table fellowship – we will have a few tables in Fellowship Hall, and many 
more outside.  GAMES!  Cornhole, Tic Tac Toe, Giant Jenga and more!  ‘RAFFLE’ enter to 
win one of two beautiful gift baskets – thanks to Kim Ferguson for organizing!  We will have 
one for members and one for visitors.  ACTIVITIES!  Bouncy House! Face painting! Crafts, 
including making cards for our shut-ins, painting rocks to leave around the city, a coloring 
poster for all to work on and more.   
 

THIS IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS  
FOR A DAY OF FUN AND FELLOWSHIP!   

 

Classes for all ages begin in our building on August 22.  Preschool (age 3-4), Godly Play 
(K-5

th
) meet in the Children’s Center.  Youth meet in the Youth Suite (top floor). Adults have 

several options – Coffee & Conversation (working through the Bible) meets in room 203.  
Christian Thought – viewing/discussing the Great Courses Philosophy of Religion DVD in            
the Conference Room, The Ellis Class meets in the Library and beginning on August 29,               
Mary Lucas will be leading a group on Scots/Irish roots of Presbyterians (and us).  Signs will 
be posted around the building to help you find where to go for all classes!   
 
 

Covid Safety:  Things are better, but it ’s not over yet! Children, age 2 and up, must wear  
a mask at all times in the building.  Adults who are working with the children in  
classes or caring for young ones in the nursery will also wear masks.  
Anyone who enters the children’s center must wear a mask,  
regardless of vaccination status.  Since our children cannot be  
vaccinated we must be careful.  And any adult who is not yet  
vaccinated must also wear a mask at all times in the building.   
 

Rally Day 
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Christian Education 

 
Nursery Help Needed:  we are searching for new paid staff for our  
nursery, to be present on Sundays 9:00am-12:00pm (approx.) each  
week.  Individuals must provide references, pass background  
checks and prove Covid vaccine status.  Contact Leslee  
Kirkconnell for specific information.  
 
 

 
 
 
YES YOU CAN!  Beginning WEDNESDAY August 25 at 7:00pm, we 
will be delving into this new PCUSA study on evangelism.  Part of            
our Matthew 25 work on Vital Congregations, we will explore how                 
evangelism is not scary and can (and should) be part of our every-              
day lives.  ALL OFFICERS – ELDERS AND DEACONS should make 
attending this a priority!  And the themes will be part of a sermon series 
from August 29-October 17.  The class will run through Wednesday 
October 8.   

 
 
Small Groups! Over the past year a task force (Mary              
Evans, Tim Leigh, Karol Ahmed, Pamela Napier, Matthew  
Covington,  and Leslee Kirkconnell) have worked to start a 
Small Group ministry here at the church.  We have a number of 
ongoing groups and more to come!  On Rally Day, there will be 
a special display in Fellowship Hall with a variety of options – 
weekday, week night, once a month, once a week, Sunday 
morning and more.  Some will be more fellowship oriented,  
others more study, all will include devotional time.  We already 
have our Chair Yoga meeting on Tuesdays from 9:30-10:30am 
in Fellowship Hall (and that will continue through the fall), Tuesday morning walking group, 
8:15am at Basil Griffin Park, and Friday morning men’s breakfast.  Please visit the table and 
sign up for a group!     
 
 
Confirmation Class begins this fall!  Currently we have four of our youth who will be 
working through this process, with their Public Declaration of Faith at Easter in 2022.  Any 
youth in 7

th
 grade up who has not been confirmed and would be interested in exploring what 

being part of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. and The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green 
(in particular) means is welcome!  Please contact Leslee Kirkconnell.  The schedule for             
classes will be available soon!   
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DIRECTORY PICTURES On August 8, immediately after service, you will be able to get 
your picture made for the directory.  Also, we will be planning additional later dates as well, to 
be announced soon. If anyone would like an appointment time specifically, they can call Debbie 
Morse at 828-335-8770. 
 
 
JOIN US FOR CHAIR YOGA! Trudy Burkeen is offering a Chair Yoga class for all ages 

and abilities.  No equipment needed.  Classes are offered at 9:30 - 10:30 in our Fellowship Hall 
on Tuesdays, now continuing through September (except Sept.7).  The course will include a 
devotional.  Donations of $5 are accepted but not required.   

 
 
SEERSUCKER SUNDAY will be August 29th!  Wear your favorite     
seersucker and join us for a picture following worship!  It’s our fun and 
fond ‘farewell’ to summer. Picture place to be determined – so stay tuned! 
 
 
 

 
 
 

COOKBOOKS FROM THE COLLECTION OF BETTYE BROWN have been brought to the 
church for adoption into new homes. They are currently upstairs. A large number of books with 
a wide variety of cookery types are available. All members are invited to look through the won-

derful books and take home any they would like to keep! If one would like to make a contribu-
tion in Bettye’s memory, a fund is being established in her name for a PW  mission project. All 
checks can be made to Presbyterian Women & left in the church office PW mail box. A table 
will also be set up at Rally Day for viewing of many of these books.  
 

 
PLEASE NOTE that announcements for the August 22 bulletin will need to be turned              
in before the Pig Pickin’ weekend. Cheryl will be away Aug. 16-20 and 2 weeks of bulletins                   
will be printed on Aug. 13

th
. Make sure you let the office know if you wish to include any                            

announcements early!      
 

 
 

Church and Community 
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Church and Community 

 
Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members and friends of this church 

who have recently lost loved ones: 
 

To Cheryl Gregory in the death of her father Gary Shaffer 

 
     

 

THE DEACONS will be meeting this month on Tuesday,           
August 10th at 7:00pm, upstairs in the Conference Room. 
Please note that this is a date change from the usual first             
Tuesday meetings! 
 

 
SUNDAY August 22 we will resume Fellowship Hour at 
8:30am in Fellowship Hall.  Coffee will be available, but we             
are NOT serving any food at this time.  Those who are                     
vaccinated may opt to not wear a mask, but those who are              
not yet must keep a mask on unless drinking their coffee.   
 
 

STAINED GLASS  Members of this church  often hear, 
“There’s a lot going on in the life of the church.”  Have you               
noticed at the front of the church:  the stained glass window,              

the large window over the main front door?  The protective             
covering over that window had  had turned yellow and                       
unattractive.  Landmark Association in Bowling Green  offered 
matching grants for restoration projects… the church applied             
for a grant, and was the recipient of $500 in matching funds 
(with some from our own donated funds) for that window’s                   

restoration.  That window has also been back-lighted so that 
passers-by will know that the church is alive and well.  We are      

              grateful for organizations who act specifically to aid historic                                          
              properties.    
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Pig Pickin’ 

It’s Pig Pickin’ Time!  Sunday August 15, 10:00am at 
the Beard Pavilion.  NOTE: There are NO activities at the 
church on that morning.  (See the map for our gathering 
location.) 10:00am is Worship, followed by our Picnic! 
 
This is an ALL-INCLUSIVE PICNIC this year.  Everything 
will be provided, so invite your friends, grab your hat 
and sunscreen (we will have more tent seating available) 
and join us!  You can  also bring your lawn chairs as            
desired.   
 
Help is needed with providing pre-made side dishes – click here to sign up to make Cole 
Slaw, cornbread or potato salad.  We are  also seeking a few individuals willing to serve the 
food.  Have questions?  Email Bud Schlinker.   
 
IMPORTANT:  RAIN PLANS:  if it is raining, but no storms, WE GO ON!  We will have 
additional tent seating this year.  If it is actively storming, worship will be at the church            
and you may pick up a to-go container of food.  We will NOT move the picnic indoors.   

PIG PICKIN’ ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 15—10:00AM 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-pigpickin
mailto:bud.schlinker@wku.edu
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Buck in a Basket for August will help David ’s Room in the Inn build funds for 
our pantry. This enables those who volunteer to cook breakfast or dinner to have 
some items available if something runs short or guests are extra hungry on a par-
ticular day.  This will also help us stock items to help maintain some Covid safety 
such as individual water bottles, gloves, sanitizer etc.  The season will begin in 
November and your gifts are truly helpful! 
 
 
 
 

3 Cents a Meal will be collected in worship on Sunday            
August 29 by our children and youth.  Three pennies per meal 
per person is not a huge amount, but it adds us to a lot (‘more 
than enough’) quickly!  One third of your offering supports our 
Food Pantry and the remainder goes to the Presbyterian              
Hunger Program that works to stop hunger by addressing root 
causes.  The big metal cans return, so bring your pennies, 
nickels, dimes and more and MAKE SOME NOISE!   
 
 
Many Thanks to all who helped us provide much needed school supplies to the Housing            
Authority!  Late in July we were able to deliver 75 backpacks, plus an abundance of extra supplies for 
future need.   
 

 
 
Save the Date!  Sunday, September 19 following worship-  Details 
are in the works, but we will have our annual Habitat/Living Waters             
fundraiser.  There will be food and items for bidding, so stay tuned and 
plan to stay following worship for fun, fellowship and raising money for 
great causes.   
 
 
 

 
Our Food Pantry has been the recipient of a generous amount of canned/
packaged foods thanks to a casual walk together of friends early one morning!             
Because of that bounty, we actually need to request only certain items!  Canned  veg-
etables, tuna fish/canned meat, hearty (NOT condensed) soups, fresh apples and 
fresh potatoes are really the ONLY items we run short on currently.  We gratefully  
accept all donations, but especially need these items!   
 
 
 
Gloves With Love will return later this year.  We will be needing donations of warm socks, 
gloves, hats, scarves, & etc. for all sizes.  Feel free to bring your gifts at any time and we’ll save them 
– any monetary donations will be used to purchase these items.  We’ll once again stock the fence with 
the items when the weather cools down.   
 

 

Missions 
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Group  

Presbyterian Women 



Page  9                                                                                                                             

 

YOUTH GROUP and their coinciding events will restart at the end of August.  
More information will follow as and when it is available.  
 
The Pig Pickin’ and Rally Day will be great events to  

bring youth and friends to, as we plan towards the  
new semester starting. Please join us! 

Youth Ministries 

Finance Ministry 
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August Birthdays 

August 1 

 McClaine Hudson 

 Ella May 

August 3 

 Dan Brown 
August 4 

 Denise Carter 

 Chuck Coates 

 King Spencer 

 Matthew Spencer 

August 5 

 Mike Alexieff 

 Tucker Carmichael 

 Dan Stelling 

August 6 

 Neil Howell 

 Wanda Hunt 

August 7 

 Beth Durbin 

 Terry Flynn 

 Kalu Njoku 

August 10 

 Charlie Reber 

 Rebecca Simpson 

 Betsy Tyrie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 12 

 Maya Lebedinsky 

August 13 

 Reese Polen 

August 14 

 Susan Begley 

 Sonya Moran 

 Ryan Kirkconnell 

August 15 

 Charlotte Crocker 

 Ashley Long 

 Kevin Reber 

August 16 

 Chase Embry  

 Heather Kessler 

 Nan Moore 

August 17 

 Annette Ballard 

August 19 

 Brenna Murphy 

 Laura Phillips 

 Dick Roberts 

August 20 

 Andee Rudloff 

 Ian White 

 

August 21 

 Alex Gooch  

August 22 

 Madeline Davenport 

 Brad Howard 

August 23 

 Ann Covington 

 Deborah Raymer 

August 24 

 Will Bowen 

 Matthew Crocker 

August 26 

 Erin Elliott 

August 27 

 Nathan Love 

August 28 

 Ron Ramsing 

August 29 

 J. B. Hines 

August 30 

 Wayne Hendrix 

 Kathy Higgins 

August 31 

 Judy Clark 

 Landen White 

 

  

   

 
  

  

   

  

 

   

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Mike Kanan, Frederica Kernohan, Jean Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim 
Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bobby Rabold, Bud Schlinker, and Debbie Trickey,  
Larry Warden. Our church Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Judy Clark, Kim Ferguson, Evan Goad,  
Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Kathy Higgins, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, 
Teri Polen, Catherine Reber, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 
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Please check our 60-Second email and bulletin announcements regularly.  In our present  

circumstances, scheduled events often change.  Take care and stay safe! 

August Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
10:30am Worship 
  

2 
8:30am 

Bellewood 

training 
  
 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 

  

 

3 
9:30am Chair Yoga 

resumes 
 
10:30am Bellewood 

training 
 
2:00pm Staff Meeting 
  

4 
  

5 
9:30am Sunday 

School 

 
 
6:00pm Comm. 

Ed. class 
  

6 
  

7 
Sat. meals 

prep 
  

8 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am Directory 

pictures 
  

9 
 
 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 

10 
9:30am Chair Yoga 
2:00pm Staff Meeting 
7:00pm Deacons 
(date change) 

11 
  

12 
 
 
 
6:00pm Comm. 

Ed. class 

13 

  

14 
Sat. meals 

prep 
  
Presbytery 

meeting 
(Mayfield) 
  

15 
10:00am  

Pig Pickin’ 
  

16 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 

  

  

  

  

17 
9:30am Chair Yoga 
11:00am Finance Min. 
1:00pm CUICHM 
2:00pm Staff Meeting 
7:00pm Session 

18 
5:00pm  

Chancel  

Choir 
  

19 
  

20 
  

21 
Sat. meals 

prep 
  

22 
Rally Day 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
  

23 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 

  

  
  

24 
9:30am Chair Yoga 
2:00pm Staff Meeting 
  

25 
5:00pm  

Chancel  

Choir 
  

26 
  

27 
  

28 
Sat. meals 

prep 
  

29 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
  
Seersucker  

Sunday 
  

30 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 
  

31 
9:30am Chair Yoga 
2:00pm Staff Meeting 
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The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707 
www.bgpres.org 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  
the good news of Jesus Christ in word  
and deed so that disciples are made by 
means of inspiring and engaging worship,  
relevant and reliable education,  
compassionate and caring fellowship, 
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  
to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

August 15 is the deadline for the September 2021 

newsletter. Please send your information to the  

church office at info@bgpres.org 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                                 Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                    Director of Christian Education 

Terry Johnson                                        Financial Administrator 

Wayne Pope                                                      Choir Director 

Steve Moore                                                           Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                                      Secretary 

Kimberly Watkins                                                Interim Director,  

                                                           Preschool Learning Center 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Barbara Solberg-Hale                                Sunday Sexton 

Tim Leigh                                                            Clerk of Session  
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