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Our church’s Youth Director and friend, David Clarke, graduated 
from Memphis Theological Seminary last month. He now holds the 
degree of Master of Theological Arts in Youth Ministry.  
 It was a warm day. The graduation took place in the Liberty 
Bowl stadium, in Memphis. The speaker was The Reverend Sheila 
O’Meara, a retired U.S. Navy chaplain and the current Moderator 
of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church denomination. She spoke, 
very personally, about the dynamic call to ministry the graduates 
were feeling, and about the importance of taking care of one ’s self 
in order to care for others.  
 The traditional “Pomp and Circumstance” was played on the  stadium 
loudspeakers. The graduates of the day and their professors, 
dressed in black robes, broke a sweat early on in the proceedings. 
Several large passenger planes f lew overhead, causing the               
Seminary President to quip that they had arranged a flyover . 

Sam and Mary Evans and I attended from our church. When 
David crossed the stage, we cheered and clapped our hands;            
but we couldn ’t match the loud, exuberant shouts some of the 
graduates received. At one point, a sweet child ’s voice was heard 
to say, “That’s my Daddy!”  
 People who come to a graduation are happy and expectant.  
The long haul of earning a degree has been completed, and the 
graduates are eager to celebrate, and to go to work. The joy in the 
air is palpable. The exercised hopes of many combine to create a 
wonderful, happy mood. Nothing in the day can diminish it.  
 Graduations are slices of heaven on earth.  
 We who seek the Kingdom of God are occasionally given these 
glimpses of the joy, and fellowship, and mutual gladness that is to 
come. The door to the Kingdom stood cracked open at David 
Clarke ’s graduation. 
 Among the famous graduates of Memphis Theological Seminary 
(besides David), was Dr. Henry Logan Starks. Starks was the first 
Black professor at MTS. He marched with Martin Luther King           
during the sanitation workers ’ protests in Memphis in 1968. Dr. 
Starks was known for greeting everyone he met with the affirming 
words, “You are somebody!” 
 When we gathered in the Liberty Bowl, and when our David 
Clarke became “David Clarke, B.A. M.T.S. (Youth Ministry) ” it was 
obvious that all of us there were somebody. Families sharing their 
love, people with plans, people going places; everybody was 
somebody. 
 It felt good. 
 Congratulations to all the graduates of the season! 
 

 And know that you are loved. 
                                                        Matthew 
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Join us through June! We are continuing our           
discussion of current events/topics with Biblical and  
theological lenses.  Sunday mornings by zoom, 
9:00am.  The topic and zoom link is emailed out each 
Thursday – if you aren’t on the list, contact Leslee to be 

                                                              added.  The link is also on our website.   
 
Zoom Sunday School continues through June 27.  We will then break from July              
4-August 15.  On August 22 we will celebrate Rally Day and return to in-person                             
classes (possibly with some hybrid opportunities).  Zoom Class ends at 10am, allowing                 
those planning to come in for worship time to arrive.  Video of the Wired Word is posted to               
our Facebook page each week when ready.  Not on Facebook?  Email Leslee and she can 
send you a direct link.   
 
The Ellis Class is taking a break from in-person class for now.  They will restart at Rally 
Day, although perhaps earlier, so stay tuned!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Vacation Bible School is 
Sunday June 6, 4:15-7:00pm.  
Registration ends on June 1 or 
whenever we fill up.  We will 
be unable to take walk-up              
registrations, as we have 
planned carefully for safety.  
We’ll be all outdoors at Christ 
Episcopal Church. Dinner can 
be purchased at the food 
trucks we have arranged, and 
EVERYONE is welcome to 
come eat together from 4:!5-
5:00pm.   
 
 
Mission Project for VBS:  our theme is Come to the Table and we are collecting non -
perishable items for our Food Pantry:  peanut butter, tuna fish, canned fruit or vegetables. We 
want to create a ‘mountain’ at Christ Episcopal, and Leslee will happily accept donations to 
contribute to the pile.   

Christian Education 

mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
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Sunday August 22!  We look forward to welcoming  
classes back in our building again!  Children will have              
preschool (3-4 years) and Godly Play (Kindergarten-5

th
 

Grade), Youth, and Adults (Christian Thought, Ellis Class, 
Coffee & Conversation and Engage).  More details on all as 
we get closer.  Safety will be our top concern, especially 
with our children, who are not able to be vaccinated yet.   
 

Our day begins in Fellowship Hall with our Mission Fair!  Our Mission partners, various               
ministries and committees will have displays available starting around 9:00am.  See what             
opportunities exist for service in many ways.  At 9:30 we will move to classes.  Worship will 
feature dedication of teachers and students and then the party begins!  We will have several 
food trucks here to provide an opportunity to purchase lunch, we hope to have some games/
activities for children, all outside.  (Please note we are not yet sure when we will return to              
having coffee/light breakfast available in Fellowship Hall).  Stay tuned as these are preliminary 
plans and more details will be coming.   
 
 
 
 

 
So Many Things Have been Different  

This Year!  And while it seems life is beginning 

to creep back toward something ‘normal,’ we 

want to recognize those who have not stopped!  While  

we did take somewhat of a break a year ago when everything was  

shut down, we were able to pivot to be on-line through technology.  And those who 

have led us need to be recognized and honored!  A big shout out to our parents, who 

were providing Christian Education at home with materials first emailed, then printed/

mailed during last spring and through the summer.  Our children started gathering on 

zoom with Mary Evans for Godly Play since September.  David Clarke and Matt Hunt 

have been leading the youth – first on zoom, then cautiously in-person.  Our adults  

have had several options organized and led by Matthew Covington, Leslee Kirkconnell, 

Nathan Love, Glenn Kirkconnell, Heather Kirkconnell, Arnie Petrus and Bob Hunt.   

Classes continue online through June 27 and then will break until August 22.   
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Barbara English, Recipient of the Presbyterian Women’s 
Honorary Life Membership Award 

 

Like other churches in the Presbyterian Church (USA), the Presbyterian 
Church of Bowling Green honors those who have demonstrated “faithful              
service to the women’s organization and to the church.”  This year, Presbyteri-
an Women of our church selected Barbara English in appreciation of the many, 
many ways she has participated in and enriched the life of our congregation. 
 
Barbara English was born and raised in Lexington, Kentucky and worshipped 
at Second Presbyterian Church with her family.  She attended the University of Kentucky.  As a           
student, she met Charles English at the Young Democrats Club where they both worked as officers.  
They were married the following summer. 
 
When Charles finished law school at UK, the couple moved to Bowling Green with their young              
children.  They joined the Presbyterian Church in 1961. Their children were baptized and raised in 
our church.  Service has been the hallmark of the English family.  Barbara has been a Deacon and 
an Elder.  She has taught Sunday school to first, fourth, sixth and seventh graders.  She has led             
fellowship groups for junior and senior high school students and college aged participants.   
 
Barbara English has been a stalwart member of Circle 9 for many years.  Barbara’s faithfulness is 
demonstrated in her steadfast participation in worship week in/week out from her family’s familiar 
perch in the back of the sanctuary.   From that vantage point, she is able to catch up with her church 
family as they leave the sanctuary.  Happy are those of us who are the grateful recipients of her hugs 
and cheerful greetings. 
 
Barbara has guided not only her three children, eight grandchildren and now 2 great grand-              
children (with another to arrive next month), but her church family as well through her teaching, her 
comments in Circle Bible study and by her example. 
 
In her own declaration of faith, Barbara has expressed well what we all recognize in her and hope  
to emulate: 

 
“I believe in God who rules over all.   
I believe in Jesus, his son, who loves me and whose tears fall when I sin.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit who is always with me, who guards me, and  
   guides me, and has created beauty for me. 
I believe in the church, a group of people who, together, try to understand God’s  
   will for them by constant study, good works towards others and reverence for  
   things of God.” 
 
It is with great affection, admiration and love that the Presbyterian Women                         
of The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green, Kentucky choose to honor                 
Barbara English as this year’s recipient of the Honorary Life Membership Award. 

Presbyterian Women 



Page  5                                                                                                                             

 

We Will Gather! 
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We are helping the Housing Authority!  While school has just 
ended, we are already working to help our neighbors have a good 
start to a new year!  Help us fill 75 backpacks!  We need 17 inch back-
packs with a pencil box, dozen pencils, pair of scissors, 24 pack of 
crayons, wide-ruled filler paper, composition notebook, 3 glue sticks, 
personal pencil sharpener, Expo marker, Additional erasers (topper or 
bigger), box of tissues and personal hand sanitizer.  We have already 
been given 2 dozen backpacks and supplies for a dozen.  More is 
needed!  Our absolute deadline is July 15!  Bring items to the office at 
your convenience, any monetary gifts will be used to fill in as needed.   

 
 
 
Coming September 19!  We will have our annual luncheon and 
DECADENT dessert auction.  It will NOT be in Fellowship Hall but in 
the courtyard.  And will probably involve Food Trucks or other meal 
options (not potluck).  The Mission Committee will be working on  
details, but please mark the date on your calendar and plan to           
attend.  No rainy weather allowed!   
 

 
Buck in A Basket  for June will help us continue to build our                  
Preschool Learning Center Scholarship Fund.  While our Preschool is 
among the most affordable with an excellent reputation, we want to be able 
to expand the ability of members of our community to enroll their child.  
Currently it costs a family $100 to register and $145-$155 per month.  We 
would anticipate helping with up to half the cost per month, depending              
upon need, and the Board has some flexibility to help additionally as need 
indicates.  Our school is recognized in the area as one that prepares                 

children well for Kindergarten success.  Help us help families who might need additional 
funds to give their preschooler a great start!   
 
 
Saturday Meals Delivery – our next date is Saturday June 12!  We will need 
four to five people inside to help prepare (beginning at 7:30) and our usual  
driver crew (8:45am).  Masks are required for any not vaccinated, others may 
opt to not wear one. 
   
Bread pick up for Meals will probably resume in July, so our next date of 
September 11 will require more volunteers to come and at the earlier 
(6:30am) time.  More details and confirmation to come.  (Our future dates are 
September 11 and December 11, and we will need to provide one or two  
volunteers for both December 18 and 25).   

Missions 
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Youth Group has officially ended for summer — however, we do have some fun events planned for 
the months of June and July: 

Finance Ministry 

Youth Ministries 

June  
13th —Trip to Ernie’s Farm  
27th — Board game extravaganza @ church 
 
July 
11th — Movie Marathon @ church 
25th — Hot Rods ball game 
 
If you would like to be involved in these events, 
please reach out — they are open to all 6th-12th 
graders. (info@bgpres.org) 
 
Keep an eye out for other announcements - 
we may have more pop-up events happening  
during the summer! 

mailto:david.clarke@bgpres.org
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Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members 
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 

 

To Sheila Reeves in the death of her sister Susan Keogh 

To Matt Hunt in the death of his grandmother Jean Hunt 

To Gary Hanks in the death of his sister Jackie Hanks 

To Helen Bueker in the death of her husband Bob Bueker 

SAVE THE DATE!  Sunday August 15, 10:00am at the Beard 

Pavilion.  We’ll worship and then enjoy our picnic (with some 

modifications).  This will be an ‘all-in’ event with all food provided 

(no potluck).  To make this happen, we need volunteers to make 

one of three side dishes, in a quantity to feed 20-25.  Potato  

Salad, cole slaw or cornbread.   
 

There is a sign up here:   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-pigpickin   
 

We will also need some folks to serve the food.   

Questions about side dish prep?  Contact Leslee Kirkconnell.  

 

David Thomison is leading the volunteers who will set up, sit up all night, prepare the meat 

for serving, and break down everything.  There will be a brief meeting in July (time yet to             

be determined) to get organized, but if you are interested, contact him with any questions.    

Much of the prep is done beginning Saturday morning, and willing hands are needed to             

set up, etc. (davidthomison@gmail.com). 

On that Sunday we’ll gather at the Pavilion, worship and then feast.  All you need bring is 

yourself and family, and maybe your folding chairs as desired (we will have plenty of seating).  

We will plan to have some space around eating tables (we won’t be crammed into the           

pavilion as past years) but it will not be necessary to sit only with your family.  If you won’t  

yet be vaccinated, please remember our children are yet vulnerable, so please do keep  

distance from our younger ones.    
 

 

Church and Community 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-pigpickin
mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
mailto:davidthomison@gmail.com
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Property News 

DID YOU PASS BY THE CHURCH TO SEE A LARGE CRANE AT WORK?   

After much deliberation (that included getting permission to park a crane on 

our street… attention to/and rescheduling based on weather conditions… 

finding a suitable crane service), we now have lightning-rod protection for our 

cross-topped, copper-sheathed steeple. In addition, the Celtic cross no 

longer swivels, for it is soldered into one position. Administrator, Terry         

Johnson, Mike Morse (properties manager) and David Sears (finance             

chairperson), worked over a fair amount of time to see that need finalized. 
 

Our steeple was once covered in slate; now it is covered with well -aged  

copper. This building was under construction in 1833, per design by           

Nashville architect Hugh Roland (who received $100 for the drawings). 

Most likely, church member James Rumsey Skiles engaged Roland, of whom 

Skiles had knowledge while studying law in Nashville. It is not known what 

material covered the original steeple, but its graceful presence has welcomed 

worshippers for a long time...and we are glad.  

 

If you view the steeple from the 10th Street side, you will probably be able to spot part of 

the lightning protection. The orange appearance of the outer cable should fade with time 

to better match the steeple.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A GRANT FOR RESTORATION  At the annual meeting of Bowling Green Landmark 

Association, Margaret Stein presiding, an announcement was made of a $500 grant to 

The Presbyterian Church to help defray cost of a protective covering for the stained glass 

window above the main front door, on the State Street side of the building. The present 

covering is aged and yellow, thus causing a marring of the now -lighted window. This 

church is grateful to the association for its granting of the request.  
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Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, 
Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears.   
Our church Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson,             
Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken 
Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

June Birthdays 

June 2 

 Heather Murphy 

 Linda Stewart 

June 3 

 Connie DeVries 

June 5 

 Timothy Mauldin 

June 6 

 Marcheta White 

June 7 

 Martha Sue Williams 

June 8 

 Ruben Flynn 

June 9 

 John Gramling 

June 10 

 Julie Barrick 

June 12 

 Rett English 

 Beulah Hunt 

 

 

 

June 14 

 Patti Mauldin 

June 15 

 Mike Brown 

June 16 

 JAK Njoku 

June 18 

 Lucy English 

June 19 

 Vivien Seidler 

June 20 

 Melissa Johnson 

June 22 

 Nancy Carwell 

 John Trickey 

June 23 

 Nancy Moore 

June 24 

 Grant Burkeen 

 Abbey Jefferies 

 

 

 

June 25 

 Marleen Flynn 

 Connor Moore 

June 26 

 Adam Watson 

June 27 

 Leslee Kirkconnell 

 Austin Moran 

 Jim Skaggs 

June 29 

 Myra Dwyer 

 Henry Hulan 

 Nate Stein 

 Margaret Watkins 

June 30 

 Laura Mullins 
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Please check our 60-Second email and bulletin announcements regularly.  In our present  

circumstances, scheduled events often change.  Take care and stay safe! 

June Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
11:00am  

PW gathering at  

Faye Patton’s 
2:00pm Staff Meeting 
  
7:00pm Deacons-  

F Hall 
  

2 
  

3 
6:00pm Comm. 

Ed. class 
  

4 
  

5 
  

6 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
  
10:30am Worship 
  

     VBS day 
  

7 

5:00pm Bible 

Study 

  
  

8 
2:00pm Staff Meeting 
  
7:00pm Sunny 16 

Camera Club 
  

9 
  

10 
6:00pm Comm. 

Ed. class 
  

11 
  

12 
  
Saturday  

Meals date 
  

13 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
  
10:30am Worship 
  

14 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 
  

15 
11:00am Finance  

Ministry 
1:00pm CUICHM 
2:00pm Staff Meeting 
7:00pm Session 

16 
  

17 
6:00pm Comm. 

Ed. class 
  

18 
  

19 
  

20 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
  
10:30am Worship 
  

21 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 
  

22 
2:00pm Staff Meeting 
  

23 
  

24 
6:00pm Comm. 

Ed. class 
  

25 
  

26 
  

27 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
  

28 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 
  

29 
2:00pm Staff Meeting 
  

30 
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The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707 
www.bgpres.org 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  
the good news of Jesus Christ in word  
and deed so that disciples are made by 
means of inspiring and engaging worship,  
relevant and reliable education,  
compassionate and caring fellowship, 
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  
to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

June 15 is the deadline for the July 2021 

newsletter. Please send your information to the  

church office at info@bgpres.org 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                                 Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                    Director of Christian Education 

Terry Johnson                                        Financial Administrator 

David Clarke                                                          Youth Ministry 

Wayne Pope                                                      Choir Director 

Steve Moore                                                           Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                                      Secretary 

Kimberly Watkins                                                Interim Director,  

                                                           Preschool Learning Center 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Barbara Solberg-Hale                                Sunday Sexton 

Tim Leigh                                                            Clerk of Session  

 


