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Among all the many things the covid-19 pandemic has 
taught us:  

1. We can’t predict the future and  
2. We don’t control the future.  
We didn’t expect the infections to be so severe. We didn’t            

anticipate being unable to gather in church. We were surprised when 
wearing a mask, or not wearing one, became political theater. We’ve 
had to use technologies to stay in touch, technologies we’d never 
even heard of a year ago.  

What does any of this have to do with celebrating Easter? 
The resurrection of Jesus is the world’s biggest surprise. 
God’s goodness and mercy are beyond our control. 
Jesus predicted his resurrection (Matthew 16:21, 17:22, Mark 

8:31, 9:31, Luke 9:22 and parallels), but others didn’t (Luke 16:22, 
Mark 9:31, and parallels). The resuscitation of Lazarus from the dead 
was so amazing, it may have caused the authorities to arrest and            
kill Jesus. (John 11:45-53). The Bible understands life itself to be           
fundamentally a gift of God. The restoration of life was a holy mystery 
no one but those who believed in Jesus could fathom. 

 We don’t control holy mysteries. God is merciful and forgiving, 
without prompting from us. Resurrection still amazes us. As we try to 
make sense of the mystery, we have to admit that resurrection is 
God’s doing. 

Easter is a vision of an uncontrolled, unpredictable future.   
What we can’t control, we can still hope for. 
What we can’t predict, we can still imagine.  
Jesus’ resurrection at Easter allows us to hope for life, for          

renewed life, for a correction to the damage evil has done, and for  
the future God is making. The resurrection is such a surprise that it 
makes us able to imagine that God will have more surprises for us, 
and that these surprises will be renewing, corrective, and creative. 

 The last word has not been spoken. Evil does not have the last 
word. Neither does fear, or death, or disability. The last word belongs 
to almighty God, who raised Jesus from the dead. 

 
Easter (April 4

th
)  services are at 7:30 AM (on top of  

the parking structure at 6
th

 Street and College); and at  
9:00 AM and 10:30 AM in the sanctuary. 

 

Know you are loved,    
                            Matthew 
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WE CONTINUE OUR SEVEN MARKS OF VITAL CONGREGA-
TIONS EXPLORATION!  On April 11 we will learn and discuss 
Caring Relationships and on April 18 Ecclesial Health.  Our previous 
sessions have been well attended, with video posted to our                   
Facebook page and website for those unable to attend live. The   
Matthew 25 Initiative will help us grow stronger, and needs               
EVERYONE to learn and understand what these 7 Marks are              
about.  It’s a process and will take time, but God’s leading is clear.                                       

                                      Join us at 9:00am on Sunday mornings by zoom.  The link is on our 
                                      website and available from the office. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE FLOYD HAYES ELLIS CLASS will resume in-person classes on April 11, 9:30am in 
Fellowship Hall.  This will enable adequate spacing for attendees.  Masks are required (indeed 
anyone in the building must be properly masked at all times).  NO coffee fellowship.  Other 
classes will resume in early fall, as conditions/CDC guidance allow.   

 
 
YOU ARE WHAT YOU LOVE-The Spiritual Power of Habit, by James 
Smith, will be the center of a new small group book study, led by                   
Heather Kirkconnell. Scheduled to begin Monday April 19 at 7:00pm, the 
group will begin by zoom (with a possibility of moving to in-person as the 
group is comfortable).  Six weeks to include reading/discussing the book 
AND learning/practicing spiritual disciplines (habit).  If you are interested, 
please contact Leslee Kirkconnell to order a book –  ideally by April 8.               
The books will be $12.   
 
 

 
THE WIRED WORD CLASS will return for four weeks, April 25-May 16.  We are pleased 
that Dr. Nathan Love will once again lead this class, by zoom.  9:00am on   Sunday mornings.  
The zoom link will be available on our website and by 
email through contacting the church office.  Each week 
the current event story and biblical references will be 
emailed out, so contact the office to get on the list!   
 
 

Christian Education 

 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, 
Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears.   
Our church Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson,             
Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken 
Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 
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SUNDAY MORNING CLASSES will continue through June 27, and then break until Au-
gust 22, when we will have (modified) Rally Day.   

 
VBS IS ON!  We are working to bring another great experience,              
although final format and schedule are in process.  Since we partner 
with Christ Episcopal Church, we must abide by the Bishop's           
directives and we are waiting to see if in-person CE will be            
allowed.  If we are able, we will be outside.  If not yet, we will again 
have a virtual option.  Our theme is Come to the Table and we will 
explore stories of shared meal fellowship and how important that              
is in the Bible!  Stay tuned for registration information and more           
details!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SIX-WEEK BOOK STUDY  Presbyterians have a long history of 'studying' and 'thinking' 
hard about faith, God, and our role in the world. But what if 'thinking' is, at least sometimes, 
beside the point, or even counterproductive? Author and Christian philosopher, James K.            
A. Smith argues in his book, You Are What You Love, against the trap of overly identifying             
as "primarily thinking things," arguing instead for an examination and awareness of what            
our spaces, habits, worship, and family life say about our direction in life and orientation to  
loving God and loving our neighbor. I invite you to join me in an experiential book study:               
instead of only discussing Smith's arguments, we'll also spend time exploring different spiritual 
practices, 'trying on' his ideas as a way of interacting with this thought-provoking (and,                
ironically, rather wordy) text. I hope you will join me for this six-week spiritual practices try-out, 
beginning Monday, April 19th at 7 p.m. on Zoom. Please contact the church office for books 
and more information.         —Heather Kirkconnell 

Christian Education 
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LAST FALL we were unable to gather to have our Habitat Lunch 
and Auction.  The Mission Committee got creative and asked our 
children and youth to choose one of our missions.  Thanks to a gen-
erous anonymous  donor, each was ‘gifted’ $25 to choose a project 
of their choice.  Now, it’s YOUR TURN!  It’s a friendly ‘competition’ – 
we want to at least double the amounts per child or youth in a 
MATCHING GIFT CHALLENGE.  The list of projects and which 
child/youth is below.  Please consider giving a gift of $25 toward a 
particular project – simply send your check designated ‘matching gift’ 
and which project (or you may name a child/youth, but we are not 
promoting individual competition between our young).   
 
Our projects/individuals are as follows: 
 

Living Waters for the World:  Ben Davenport, Millie Davenport,  
Barbara Solberg-Hale, Henry Hulan, Drew Ellington, Amelia Seidler.   
David’s Room in the Inn:  Maddie Davenport, Claire Ellington,  
Nate Stein, McLaine Hudson, Saint Carmichael.   
HOTEL – Manna Mart:  Emma Ahmed, Charlie Reber, Carlie Bowen,  
Cary Beth Bowen, Kenny Crocker.   
HELP Ministry (CUICHM):  Laura Parkerson, Jake Ellington, Quinn Ellington, David Yusk.    
Habitat for Humanity:  Sara Parkerson, Eddie Solberg-Hale.   
 
 

BUCK IN A BASKET FOR APRIL will benefit our growing College Scholar-
ship Fund.  Set up by our Christian Education Ministry, this fund will enable our 
congregation to give a gift to EVERY one of our youth as they graduate High 
School and head to college. Thank you for your continued generosity.    
 
 
OUR ANNUAL HABITAT/LIVING WATERS FUNDRAISER will return September 19.  
HOWEVER, it will look a bit different as we will not yet be gathering in Fellowship Hall for 
meals.  We will need  decadent desserts for auction and hope to have some other fun items as 
well.  We may run a virtual auction, and we will gather for food and fellowship – probably at a 
local park.  Stay tuned for details!   
 
GLOVES WITH LOVE will be morphing for the warm months.  We will give out bags of 
water and snacks to those who come to our door (we will put ‘coupons’ for this on our clothes-
line).  Donations of bottled water and heat-resistant snack items (IE individual chips, breakfast 
bars, non-chocolate granola bars, snack mixes etc) will be needed.   

 
BACKPACKS FOR SUCCESS! We will be collecting backpacks and 
items to fill them for the Housing Authority.  Our goal is 75 backpacks each to 
contain: pencil box, pencils, scissors (rounded tip), markers or crayons, filler 
paper (wide), composition notebook, glue sticks, personal pencil sharpener, 
one expo marker.  Items may be dropped off at the office at any point.  Our dead-
line will be mid-July.   
 

Missions 
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Youth Group will continue to meet through April and May on select  Sunday afternoons 
from 3:00-4:30pm. Speak to David Clarke for more information.  

 
The youth have packed and completed their H.O.P.E hygiene kit 
project. Thank you to all who were involved in helping make this 
happen through either donations, or attending to help pack the 
kits.  As part of the distribution, the youth are offering the kits to 
members of the congregation to keep them in their car to enable 
them to be passed out to someone of need in the street, if you           
encounter anyone. For more information speak to David Clarke. 
 
Our Youth and Graduate Sunday will be on May 2nd this year. The 
youth group will plan and lead this service.  

Youth Ministries 

Finance Ministry 
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On Maundy Thursday (April 1st) we will have worship in Sanctuary at 7:00pm, with social 

distancing and masks for safety.  

 

On Good Friday the church will also have an in-person worship service, at 12:00 noon.            

We ask that you please let us know if you plan to attend in person, so our ushers can be 

prepared to seat all guests safely.  

 

 

Sunrise Worship is planned for Easter Sunday, at 7:30am at the park-

ing structure downtown (6th Street and College Street). Drive in and join 

us on the top level of the building for a sunrise service overlooking the city. 

 

 

 

Easter Sunday morning, we invite all who feel comfortable to 

join us at the church for worship.  We have added an additional  

service, to allow for more people.  Join us at 9:00am or at 

10:30am. Seating will be available in the Sanctuary, and in            

Fellowship Hall, and in the parlor. We will be keeping socially              

distanced as best as possible, and continue to ask that our                  

congregation be masked. We remain committed to our congre-

gation's safety, yet still we want to welcome all who wish to attend 

this Easter service. 

Church and Community 

We are happy to welcome back to membership Jim and Joyce Spiceland, who have re-
turned to the Bowling Green area. Both were members at the Presbyterian Church prior to mov-
ing away. We are glad to have them with us again! 
 
The church office will be closed on Monday, April 5th, 
following Easter. We will reopen on Tuesday. 
 
Our Preschool Learning Center registration for  
2021-22 school year is open.  Visit our website -  
https://bgpres.org/preschool for enrollment information.   
Packets will be available in the office.  Tell your friends with 
young children about the best preschool in the area!   

 
 
 

THE EASTER EGG HUNT The egg hunt, which was scheduled for March 27, was 
rained out.  It has been rescheduled for Saturday, April 3rd from 10:30-11:30am at 
Bob and Sandy Franklin's home. 

https://bgpres.org/preschool
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PARAMENTS   When congregants enter the Sanctuary this 
Lenten Season, they will notice the new purple paraments, most 
recently stitched by Ann Covington who selected the fabric and 
appliqued cross symbols through the Memorial contributions for 
ANN DICKEY AND BETTYE BROWN.  Both Ann and Bettye            
descend from an 1819 founding member of the congregation.   
Those facts double our appreciation for the gift. 
 

Stitchery arts fill our Sanctuary, especially on the chancel and 
the hanging banners. The four pulpit chairs were covered years 
ago in needlepoint art featuring the four Gospel writers: 

ST. MARK  “IN MEMORY OF  Margaret Mitchell Dickey, 1909-1992, given by family and 
friends, stitched by her daughters ANN DICKEY and MARGARET DICKEY BRO 

ST. MATTHEW was stitched by the late Pat Reid, a descendant of the Ennis family who 
had been very prominent in all aspects of church life.   

ST. LUKE   “In Memory of ROBERT LEWIS (1906-1988) and MARY ELIZABETH LINK 
(1905-1993) stitched by their daughter JULIA LINK ROBERTS.” 

ST. JOHN was stitched by Janice Glasser as a gift to the church in its time of sanctuary 
renovation. 

 

 
YES!  WE ARE ALREADY PLANNING PIG PICKIN!  Sunday           
August 15, 10:00am worship followed by our meal, at the Beard             
Pavilion.  Even though we are beginning to see improvement with the 
virus, especially as vaccines are available, we are planning an event 
designed to keep us as safe as possible, while still enjoying an               
‘all-together’ event!   
 

This will NOT be a pot luck, but an ‘all-in.’  Our menu is set – Pork, 
buns, cornbread, cole slaw, potato salad, individual drinks and              
desserts.  (You are welcome to bring your own side dish(s) as                
desired, but not for sharing.)  VOLUNTEERS are needed to make 
coleslaw, potato salad and corn bread.  Leslee Kirkconnell will be   
coordinating food volunteers.  David Thomison will coordinate other 

details (per usual) for the event.  We will be more spaced out than usual and will ask that 
masks be worn unless eating.  Food will be served (we will have serving lines).  If you are 
willing to make cole slaw, potato salad or corn bread (need 6 volunteers for each to make            
20-25 servings) please contact Leslee Kirkconnell.  More information about other volunteer              

needs as we get closer, but put the date on your calendar and plan to join 

 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members and friends 
of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 

 

To Jim Tyrie in the death of his sister Susan Logsdon 

To Karen Kreuzer in the death of her sister Linda Vannorsdall 

To Martha Sue Williams in the death of her husband Glen Williams 

Church and Community 
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Presbyterian Women 
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April Birthdays 

April 2 

 Cathey Green 

April 3 

 Rocky Cooper 

 Leah Watson 

April 4 

 Jamie Embry 

 Charlie Evans 

April 5 

 Rosemary Henry 

April 6 

 Tina Coates 

April 7 

 Tanner Polen 

April 8 

 Ryan Clemons 

 John Fitts 

 Cameron Lebedinsky 

April 10 

 Mike Morse 

 

 

 

April 11 

 John Grise 

 Wayne Pope 

 Lillian Simpson 

April 13 

 Jenna Begley 

April 16 

 Cameron Pauquette 

April 17 

 Kate Bigler 

 Elizabeth Leverette 

April 19 

 Susan Webb 

April 21 

 Carlie Bowen 

 Claire Ellington 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 22 

 Meg Webb 

 Judy Whitson 

April 23 

 Shannon Dyche 

April 27 

 Bob Franklin 

 Susan Thomison 

April 29 

 Jim Tyrie 

April 30 
 Nick Rabold 
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Please check our 60-Second email and bulletin announcements regularly.  In our present  

Circumstances, scheduled events often change.  Take care and stay safe! 

April Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 
Maundy  

Thursday 

  

7:00pm  

Worship 
  

2 
 
12:00pm 

Good Fri. 
service 
  

3 
Sat meals 

prep 
  

4        Easter Sunday 
 
7:30am Sunrise  

Service  
9:00am Fellowship 

(Zoom) 

9:00am Worship 
10:30am Worship 
  

5 
Office Closed 

5:00pm Bible Study 
  

6 
7:00am Men’s  

Prayers 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
 
7:00pm Deacons 
  

7 
  

8 
  

9 
  

10 
Sat meals 

prep 
  

11              
9:00am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
3:00pm Youth Group 

tba 

  

 

12 

5:00pm Bible Study 
  

13 
  
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
7:00pm Sunny 16 

Camera Club 
  

14 
  

15 

Spring  

Gathering  

of PW 

(Zoom) 

16 
  

17 
Sat meals 

prep 
  

18 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
3:00pm Youth Group 

tba 

19 

5:00pm Bible Study 
  

20 
11:00am Finance 

Min. 
1:00pm CUICHM 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
7:00pm Session 

21 
  

22 
7:00am 

Men’s  

Prayers 
  

23 
  

24 
Sat meals 

prep 
  

25 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
3:00pm Youth Group 

tba 

26 

5:00pm Bible Study 
  

27 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
  

28 
  

29 
  

30 
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The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707 
www.bgpres.org 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  
the good news of Jesus Christ in word  
and deed so that disciples are made by 
means of inspiring and engaging worship,  
relevant and reliable education,  
compassionate and caring fellowship, 
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  
to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

April 15 is the deadline for the May 2021 

newsletter. Please send your information to the  

church office at info@bgpres.org 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                                 Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                    Director of Christian Education 

Terry Johnson                                        Financial Administrator 

David Clarke                                                          Youth Ministry 

Wayne Pope                                                      Choir Director 

Steve Moore                                                           Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                                      Secretary 

Kimberly Watkins                                                Interim Director,  

                                                           Preschool Learning Center 

Heather Kirkconnell                                           Children’s Music 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Barbara Solberg-Hale                                Sunday Sexton 

Tim Leigh                                                            Clerk of Session  


