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 My favorite hymn verse for the Season of Lent is verse #5 of Lord, Throughout 
These Forty Days, which says, 
 

   Abide with us that so this life Of suffering over, past, 
           An Easter of unending joy  We may obtain at last. 
 

 Not everybody likes to face up to suffering. Sensitive hymnologists say that 
verse #5 (above) is an example of “Victorian sore distress hymnody.” A few             
modern hymnbooks even omit verse #5 because the mention of suffering/distress 
offends 21st century ears.  
 Modern people prefer to think that suffering is just bad form, or something, and 
that there is a pill, a therapy, a surgical procedure, or a herbal supplement for            
everything. The bare mention of suffering is like frayed cuffs on a shirt, or a              
stubborn mustard stain, rendering an otherwise nice garment unwearable; a useful 
hymn unsingable. 
 We’ve been this way before. The reformer, Theodore Beza (1519-1605) was 
John Calvin’s successor in Geneva, but he disagreed with Calvin about including 
the phase “he descended into hell” in the Apostles’ Creed. History records that 
Beza’s complaint was with the translation of the Latin, descendit ad inferna, but it 
may have been a more visceral kind of disgust. “Descended into hell,” just sounds 
bad. It’s beyond being a mustard stain, and well-on to being something more 
shocking, say, lipstick on the collar.  
 This would probably be a good place to trot out the oft-quoted line of H. Richard 
Niebuhr, who criticized liberal theology as weak-kneed: “A God with wrath brought 
man (sic) without sin into a kingdom without judgment through the ministrations of 
Christ without a cross.”  
 Weak knees and delicate sensibilities aside, we do not need for Jesus to be 
above the human experiences of suffering and death. “By his wounds we are 
healed,” (Isaiah 55:3).  
 One spiritual practice to embrace during Lent would be to consider the ways a 
suffering Jesus can meet you in your own suffering. The crucified Christ has   
something to say to you, when you are hurt, frightened, sick, or dealing with loss. 

 One measure of love is the length one person is willing to go, in order to help another. Consider the love 
of God-in-Christ, who suffered death for you. 
 In our prayers, we may wonder if our problems are too small, or that we ourselves are too small, for God’s 
attention. The incarnation of God in human form, and the entry of that human (Jesus) into all the worry, frus-
tration, injury, and death that characterizes human life, tells us that these problems are God’s problems too. 
 I’ve directed our thoughts to the “sore distresses” in verse #5 of Lord, Throughout These Forty Days, but 
the best part of the verse is the way it ends: An Easter of unending joy, we may obtain at last.  
 The Easter promise is that there is joy and blessing on the other side of the suffering we endure. Faith 
leads us there. Faith leads us home. Our lives have a resurrection shape. In the end, and forever, we are 
saved. 
 The Roman emperor, Julian (331-363) didn’t understand the power of the Christian faith. Although he was 
a nephew of Constantine, Julian renounced Christianity himself, earning him the historical epitaph, “Julian 
the Apostate.” But on his deathbed, the apocryphal story circulates that he said, “You have conquered, O 
Galilean.”  Centuries later, in 1866, A. C. Swinburne corrupted Julian’s words in a poem, in which he wrote, 
“Thou hast conquered, O pale Galilean.” 
 We don’t need a pale savior. We need a savior with life, and blood, and guts; a savior who meets us 
where we are.  Think on these things during Lent. And let’s rejoice all the more, on Easter! 
    Know you are loved,                  Matthew 
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SUNDAY MORNING FAITH FORMATION CONTINUES BY ZOOM.  Our 
children are learning together in Godly Play, led by Mary Evans. Each 
Sunday the theme/scripture is listed in the bulletin announcements and            
families are encouraged to read and talk about the scriptures together during 
the week.   
Adults are engaged in learning more about the Matthew 25 Vital                
Congregations and the Seven Marks of Congregational Vitality.  Each Sunday 
through April 18 (on Easter we will fellowship), we are hearing about one               
of the marks, studying scripture, hearing personal stories and more.  We are 

being joined by members of the Franklin congregation, and possibly from other churches in our              
Presbytery.  Matthew 25 is a congregation-wide emphasis, so please join us live, or watch the                    
recorded videos posted to our website or Facebook to understand more and what we might be                    
called to do! 
 
EASTER EGG HUNT IS ON!  Saturday March 27 at the home of Bob and 
Sandy Franklin, 10:30-11:30am.  We are planning for a fun and safe time 
(masks must be worn by all but our youngest guests!) of games, activities 
and of course, hunting for eggs!  We need individually wrapped candy for our 
egg hunt - by March 21 so preparations can be made by our youth.  We will 
also need individually packaged items for our cake walk - brownies, cookies, 
cupcakes - please put in snack or sandwich sized bags for ease and safe 
distribution.  All children up to 5th grade are invited to come enjoy some fun!  And pray for good 
weather as we will need to cancel in the event of rain. INVITE YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS 
WITH YOUNG CHILDREN!   

 
 
EASTER SUNDAY IS APRIL 4.  We will gather by zoom at 9:00am for            
fellowship.  Bring your coffee, juice or whatever beverage you wish and join in         
a time of sharing.  The zoom link will be posted to our website and emailed.  
Contact Leslee Kirkconnell with questions.   
 
 

WEDNESDAY EVENING DEVOTIONS are drawn from the book What the Prayers 
of Jesus Teach Us About the Heart of God, under an overall theme of the Prayers of 
Jesus.  Join us each Wednesday at 7:00pm by live stream for a time of worship and 
devotion.  If you would like a copy of the book, contact Leslee Kirkconnell.   

 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will happen this year!  Our target 
dates are June 6-9, and our format will likely be hybrid – some 
online components, some in-person, but subject to what is happen-
ing with the virus, status of vaccinations etc.  A couple particulars  
we know already – we will not serve a meal, we will not do in-person 
singing (that will definitely be online). We may gather at a local park 

in small groups to rotate to learning stations. As we determine particulars, the information will be    
made available.   
 
OUR PRESCHOOL LEARNING CENTER is now registering students for next year. Classes for 2, 
3 and 4 years old.  A $100 registration deposit is required to hold a space.  Children must turn 2, 3 or 4 
by August 1 to register for the corresponding class.  Questions?  Email Kimberly Watkins,  Director, 
plcdirector@bgpres.org.  

Christian Education 
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SATURDAY MEALS:  Our next date for helping is Saturday March 13.  We 
will need 5 volunteers to help inside and 10 drivers.  Inside help arrives by 
7:40am, drivers 8:30am.  Masks required at all times inside.  Contact Judy Clark 
judy068clark@outlook.com or 270-779-1600.   
 
 
 
 

DAVID’S ROOM IN THE INN concludes the week of March 7.  Our final night 
will be March 10.  It is possible the season will extend a week or so if the weather 
gets colder again.  Many, many thanks to ALL who have helped this work well, de-
spite a pandemic requiring a very different approach!  We will plan on Thursday 
nights for the 2021-2022 season, a return to what we had been doing.  And antici-
pate that we will not need as many precautions as this year (although washing 
hands thoroughly is just good practice all the time!).  Rider Allen has done a phe-
nomenal job as coordinator, and been faithful every week we were open as Inn-
keeper as well.  
 

OUR FOOD PANTRY continues to see steady requests for help.  We are 
grateful for all who contribute – both donations and in-kind (non-perishable items).  
We can always use canned goods – pasta, fruit, vegetables, soup (NOT               
condensed, as not everyone who requests can cook), one pound bags of rice/
beans (we are not able to repackage from larger currently).  Also 18 oz (max) 
peanut butter, dry milk pouches, canned chicken/tuna (6 oz size), canned              
beans/chili/beef stew, bags of apples and potatoes.  Just drop at the church                

                      during regular office hours!   

 
GLOVES WITH LOVE!  We will be winding down 
the offering of warm items as the weather                    
gets warmer. This has been a wildly successful                    
endeavor and we look forward to again populating 
the fence come October or November.  If you              
happen upon warm items on sale, we can store 
them!  Just bring to the office during regular office hours.   
 
OUR PARTNERSHIP WITH the Housing Authority continues!  We can always use new under-
wear for all age children/youth and socks.  This helps provide some basic items for folks who aren’t 
always able to afford them or who have to choose between buying food or paying for other basic 
needs.  We also continue to work on helping with internet connections for virtual learning, as well as 
just having the same access to the world that many of us take for granted.   
 
 

Missions 
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Youth Group is continuing to meet in person on Sundays from 3-4:30pm. We are meeting in              
the fellowship with masks and keeping our distance. Sunday nights are alternating between                  
nights structured around fellowship and games as well as taking time to study through different                 
parts of the book of psalms (as chosen by the youth). We are also using Sunday nights to work on    
our youth mission projects as they arise. For a calendar of tentative dates or more information speak 
to David Clarke. 
 

Thank you for all your help and your donations towards our youth H.O.P.E. project. We are 
continuing to collect donations for this project, and aim to try and complete the packets and distribute 
them in the coming weeks. 
 

Our Easter Egg Hunt will go ahead this year at the Franklin's house on 
Saturday, March 27th at 10:30-11:30. For more information speak to David or 
Leslee. 
 

As it stands we have decided to postpone Montreat again this year, as we wait 
on the vaccine being issued and life returning to a degree of normality. We will 
instead have various events throughout the summer planned. Keep watch for 
more details on those as they are planned. 
 

Youth Ministries 

Finance Ministry 
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EASTER LILIES will be available for purchase to honor or remember loved ones on  
Easter Sunday. Forms will be available on the website or in the church office, to reserve a  
lily or to make a donation in honor of those special people. 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP is now opened to in-person attendance. Please consider calling the  
church office 270-843-4707 if you intend to come, as this will help our ushers plan for social  
distancing. Masks should be worn. There will be no congregational singing. We remain  
committed to our congregation's safety. 
 

EQUAL EXCHANGE COFFEE, TEA AND MORE orders will be taken in March (date to be 
anounced).  We must order by case lot, so get a friend or two together and order a case of coffee, 
chocolate, tea, etc. We can order anything from their website, as long as it's a full case, 
(equalexchange.coop) so check it out!  Chocolate bars are not generally available over the summer,  
so get your Fair Trade Chocolate fix NOW!  Doug Humphrey can answer questions.   

 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members and  
friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 
 

To the family of Marie Mauldin 

To Judy Whitson and Donna Wolbe in the death of brother-in-law Berny Miller 

To Kyda West in the death of her sister-in-law Joyce Hancock 

 

LOOKING TOWARD EASTER: 
 

Wednesday evenings this month, we continue to present  
Lenten devotionals at 7:00pm online. Our Lenten focus will bridge 
our Sunday mornings, with a Prayers of Jesus theme, using the  
book What The Prayers of Jesus tell us about the Heart of God  
by Shane Stanford. 
 

On Maundy Thursday (April 1st) we will have worship in Sanctuary  
at 7:00pm, with social distancing and masks for safety.  
 

On Good Friday the church will also have an in-person worship service,  
at 12:00 noon. We ask that you please let us know if you plan to attend in 
person, so our ushers can be prepared to seat all guests safely.  
 

Sunrise Worship is planned for Easter Sunday, at 7:30am (but the  
location is still being discussed). Please watch for future information in  
announcements. 
 
 

Easter Sunday morning, we invite all who feel comfortable to join  
us at the church for worship.  Seating will be available in the Sanctuary,  
and in Fellowship Hall, and in the parlor. We will be keeping socially  
distanced as best as possible, and continue to ask that our congregation  
be masked. We remain committed to our congregation's safety, yet still we 
want to welcome all who wish to attend this Easter service. 

Church and Community 

http://equalexchange.coop
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Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, 
Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears.   
Our church Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson,             
Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken 
Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

March Birthdays 

March 1 

 Betty Jo Beard 

 Anna Sue Heller 

March 3 

 Mary Kirkwood 

March 7 

 Patty Greninger 

 Rita Rudloff 

March 8 

 Peggy Carthrae 

 Buzz English 

March 10 

 Lucinda Anderson 

March 12 

 Jeffrey Johnson 

 Luke Johnson 

 Todd Kessler  

 Bryce Phillips 

March 13 

 Emma Jean Kirby 

 Alex Maudlin 

 Katie Wyrick 

 

 

March 14 

 Kate Grise 

March 15 

 Karol Ahmed 

 Chuck Webb 

March 18 

 Beth Tyrie Rogers 

March 19 

 Sarah Johnston 

 Kelly Wyrick 

March 20 

 Will Barrick 

 Christine Long 

March 21 

 Bob Hunt 

March 22 

 Leigh Ballard 

March 23 

 Earlene Chelf 

 Nina Njoku 

 

 

 

 

March 25 

 Emily Cooper 

 Bud Schlinker 

March 27 

 Henry Heller 

March 28 

 Clark Carthrae 

March 29 

 Sarah Ellis 

 Mike Kanan 

March 30 

 Phillip Burkeen 

March 31 

 Toni Stahl 
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Please check our 60-Second email and bulletin announcements regularly.  In our present  

Circumstances, scheduled events often change.  Take care and stay safe! 

March Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 
  

2 
7:00am Men’s  

Prayers 
  
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
7:00pm Deacons 
  

3 

6:00pm DRITI 

7:00PM Lenten  

Devotional 

4 
  

5 
  

6 
  

7 
9:00am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
3:00pm Youth Group 

tba 

8 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 
  

9 
 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
  

10 

6:00pm DRITI 

7:00PM Lenten  

Devotional 

11 
  

12 
  

13 
  
Saturday 

Meals 
 
  

14 
9:00am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
3:00pm Youth Group 

tba 

15 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 
  

16 
11:00am  

Finance Min. 
1:00pm CUICHM 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
  
7:00pm Session 

17 

7:00PM Lenten  

Devotional 

18 
  

19 
  

20 
  

21 
9:00am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
3:00pm Youth Group 

tba 

22 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 
  

23 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
  

24 

7:00PM Lenten  

Devotional 

25 
7:00am 

Men’s  

Prayers 
  

26 
  

27 
  
10:30am 

Egg Hunt-

Franklins 
  

28                                     

Palm Sunday 
9:00am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
3:00pm Youth Group 

tba 

29 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 
  

30 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
  

31 

7:00PM Lenten  

Devotional 
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The Presbyterian Church 
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(270) 843-4707 
www.bgpres.org 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  
the good news of Jesus Christ in word  
and deed so that disciples are made by 
means of inspiring and engaging worship,  
relevant and reliable education,  
compassionate and caring fellowship, 
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  
to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

April 15 is the deadline for the May 2021 

newsletter. Please send your information to the  

church office at info@bgpres.org 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                                 Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                    Director of Christian Education 

Terry Johnson                                        Financial Administrator 

David Clarke                                                          Youth Ministry 

Wayne Pope                                                      Choir Director 

Steve Moore                                                           Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                                      Secretary 

Kimberly Watkins                                                Interim Director,  

                                                           Preschool Learning Center 

Heather Kirkconnell                                           Children’s Music 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Barbara Solberg-Hale                                Sunday Sexton 

Tim Leigh                                                            Clerk of Session  
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