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A Prayer for the Leadership of Our Church: 
God of all time and eternity, and shaper of our future, we pray for our  
leaders. Thank you for a Session, a Diaconate, and a Staff that work         
together well. Together, let them envision a future beyond the pandemic. 
You gave a promise to Abraham, dreams to Jacob, and visions to Daniel 
and John. Show us the way forward. Make us hopeful and imaginative. 
Feed us on thoughts of wonderful things, all possible because we trust 
and believe, in Christ’s name. Amen. 
 
A Prayer for All Who Face the Coronavirus 
Lord, as covid-19 looms as something to be managed, but not eradicated, 
we still pray for healing. Bless those who give and receive a vaccine. 
Bless scientists and health care workers worldwide, whose direction will 
help us manage the pandemic. Protect the vulnerable. Contain the          
sadness and tragedy, until all sadness is removed, in the name of Christ. 
Amen. 
 
A Prayer for Good Health 
God, the giver of all life, we don’t fully understand the gift! When we are 
strong, we forget to thank you. And when we are weak, we only want to be 
restored to that same strength again. Instead of such a cycle, we ask to be 
renewed spiritually. When we are healthy, make us glad. When we are 
sick, let us feel your deep compassion. In every day, strong or weak, show 
us your love, in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
A Lenten Prayer (Ash Wednesday is February 17

th
) 

Almighty God, by your Word you confirmed that all creation is good.            
Return us, mind and heart, to goodness again. Make us sorry for our sins, 
and truly repentant. In return for offering up our brokenness, give us           
pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, our redeemer. Amen. 
 
A Prayer for the Divisions in our Country 
Loving God, your offer of grace extends to all people! Let us pray for those 
who are angry, for those who feel left-out, for people made bitter by               
circumstance, and for all whose inner hurt makes them want to hurt           
others. Let us pray for those who are divided by politics, by region, by             
religion, by economics, or by any of a number of “wedge issues.” Instead 
of division, guide us all to sympathy, mutual support, and compassion.  
We pray in the name of the one who reconciles, the prince of peace, and 
the Lord of life, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
   Know you are loved. 
                Matthew 
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STARTING FEBRUARY 21 we will be learning together more about 
Matthew 25 – specifically the 7 Marks of Vital Congregations.  We have 
explored Dismantling Structural Racism, Ending Systemic Poverty and 
begun conversations about Vitality.  Now is when we will dig deeper into 
these seven marks. Our Presbytery is also on a path for revitalization 
and will be helping us over the next two years.  Plan to join us at 9:00am 
on Sunday mornings as we learn and discuss these marks, where we 
have strength and where we can work to be better!   
 

 
THE WIRED WORD continues through February 14. Each          
Sunday we read about and discuss a current event in light of                
the  Bible and theology.  Our faith MUST impact how we respond to 
what is happening in the world and this is a great way to consider 
that  relationship.  We also post a video of the session for those  
who  cannot join ‘live.’  Questions?  Email Leslee Kirkconnell for link information.   
We are grateful for Dr. Nathan Love’s excellent leadership of this class each week!   
 
 
TESTIMONY study continues through February 10 (Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm) by zoom.  
Your story is your testimony and this class is designed to help you understand our Reformed              
theological heritage better!  Email Leslee Kirkconnell for zoom information.  Videos are posted following 
for those who can’t join live.   

 

GODLY PLAY for our children from Kindergarten to 5
th
 grade continues by zoom.  Each week Dr. 

Mary Evans leads the group in exploring Bible stories.  All children are welcome to join at any time!  
Email Mary for the zoom link.   

 
AS DISCUSSIONS of how/when to open up are entered, your Christian Education Ministry is          
also considering this.  We urge everyone to be vaccinated as it becomes available for your particular 
situation, as this will make everyone safer.  We do not anticipate holding classes in the building yet, but 
will continue to encourage participation on zoom.  Stay tuned. 
 

 
 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL will happen this year, on June 6-9.  
Specifics are being discussed, so stay tuned!  We hope to be able 
to have some form of in-person event, but again, more information 
will be available as is decided!   
 
 

 
WEDNESDAYS IN LENT – we will have weekly worship/learning  
during Lent, beginning with Ash Wednesday, on February 17.  Details  
are in process, but plan to join us (most likely via Live Stream).   

Christian Education 

mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
mailto:nathan.love@wku.edu
mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
mailto:maryameliaevans@gmail.com
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BUCK IN A BASKET for February will help our Youth with their current 
mission project:  assembling hygiene bags for the homeless.  We estimate the 
cost of each bag to be about $20 and have an ambitious goal of making 100 
bags.  We challenge every member to give toward one bag.  We will also           
accept donations of items to be included:   
 

 Sunscreen, Shampoo, Conditioner,  Band aids, Toothbrush, Toothpaste,  
 Deodorant, Bug spray, Chapstick, Brush/comb, Energy bars, Gum,  
 Dried fruit (trail mix), Feminine Pads, Tampons, Hand wipes. 
 

THANK YOU for your generosity in helping our youth help others! 
 

 
DAVID’S ROOM IN THE INN continues to March 10.  We are continuing  
to be careful to prevent the spread of Covid, as well as other illnesses- 
requiring masks, spacing individuals out, limiting who is in the building etc.   
Help is needed, especially with serving dinner.  All the needs are on-line - 
 https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn.   
Please sign up where you can help!  Questions?   
Email Rider Allen - scarecrow3718@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
GLOVES WITH LOVE PROJECT has been wildly successful!  We have seen items taken to help 
keep hands and heads and bodies warm.  We have noticed new items placed on the line by communi-
ty folks.  Bags of warm things have been brought to the office.  Your Mission Committee is grateful and 
will continue to keep the fence stocked.  As seasons change, we may well seek different items (there 
is ALWAYS a need for socks and underwear).  Again, THANK YOU for your help in keeping Bowling 
Green warm in winter!   

 
 
 
H.O.P.E.—Helping Others by Providing Essentials 
Our SOUPER BOWL is postponed, as we are  
unable to gather at the present time.  This month’s  
Buck in a Basket is our Youth Fundraiser in lieu,  
so we encourage your participation in helping them  
reach their goal of making several Hygiene Kits  
to help the homeless.  Items that are needed:  
 

Sunscreen, shampoo, conditioner,  

bandaids, toothbrushes, toothpaste,  

deodorant, bug spray, Chapstick,  

brush/combs, energy bars, gum, 

dried fruit, feminine pads, tampons,  

& hand wipes. 

 

 
 

Missions 

https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn
mailto:scarecrow3718@gmail.com


  Page 4  

 

In order to make our budget for 2021, we estimate that we will 
need $675,000 in pledges. As of this printing, we have received 
86 pledges for a total of $434,042.96. Help to us make our 
goal, and help us to have a full year of ministry.  Many thanks 
to those who have already turned in pledges! 

YOUTH GROUP is continuing to meet on Sunday afternoons from 3-4:30. We are currently meeting in 
person with masks and distancing in place at all times. For more information speak to David Clarke. 

YOUTH MISSION:  As we all know things over the past year have been different than normal and 
with that in mind, we have had to cancel this year’s Souper Bowl lunch, as we will be unable to gather 
to share a meal. Throughout this year as a congregation, you have been fantastic in ensuring our food 
pantry is well stocked and able to keep running to help those who are in need. However, there is a lot 
of need in the world and the youth have identified that they would like to try and address, in place of 
this year’s usual Souper Bowl fundraiser:  H.O.P.E.—Helping Others by Providing Essentials 
   The youth are inviting the congregation to help put together bags of basic necessities for the           
homeless.  To make this happen, we need your involvement through time or donations. Our goal is to 
make 100 bags. Please consider assisting us with our project.   
Donations can be dropped off at the church office.  Be sure to note that the donation is marked for the 
hygiene bags.  You may also see David Clarke or a youth member to make a donation.  
   Can you donate $20 so we can shop for hygiene products?  We have researched the costs of buying 
in bulk and have calculated that each bag would cost $20 to obtain the products that will benefit our 
homeless friends.   If you would rather donate items, here is the lists of products we have chosen for 
the bags:  Sunscreen, shampoo, conditioner, bandaids, toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, bug 
spray, Chapstick, brush/combs, energy bars, gum, dried fruit, feminine pads, tampons, & hand wipes. 

Total Budget 675,000 
 

     Expected  

     2021 Pledges 

504,000 

 

441,000 

 

378,000 

 

315,000 

 

252,000 

 

189,000 

 

Youth Ministries 

Stewardship 
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RESOURCE FOR LENT   Lent is a good time for going deeper  
spiritually.  Here is a resource you can download (it is a pdf) and              
read/reflect every day.  If you would like a printed copy, please call  
the office and we will be happy to print one for you.  
 
A SINGLE– QUESTION SURVEY was emailed recently to help gauge the comfort levels 
of our congregation, regarding in-person worship in our present COVID-19 situation. If you 
wish to participate, please reply to the survey by February 11th, so that Session may discuss 
at its February meeting.  (Responses are anonymous.)  Thank you! 

 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members  
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 
 

To the family of Mary Beaver Barksdale (Winkie) Huddleston 

Church and Community 

 

    
ASH WEDNESDAY is February 17th.  On 
that Wednesday we will offer a worship            
service livestreamed from our Sanctuary,           
at 7:00pm. There are not plans to gather             
in person for this service at present, but we  
invite you to join us online for this special 
worship.  
 
 

 
LENTEN WORSHIP ON WEDNESDAYS   We also cannot gather in          
person for dinners this year, but invite you to join us for devotional 
meditations. These will be presented during Lent on Wednesday 
evenings at 7:00pm, beginning February 24th.  
 

Our Wednesday evening Lenten focus will bridge our Sunday            
mornings, with a Prayers of Jesus theme.  (Book:  What The Prayers 
of Jesus tell us about the Heart of God by Shane Stanford.)                  
Our focus will use this book as a springboard.  If you want a copy of 
the book, contact Leslee Kirkconnell by February 5 - they will be           
$8 each.  We will order only what people want (or you may order            
one directly - contact Leslee for information on where to order).  

file:///C:/Users/Cheryl/Desktop/Lent-2021%20devotional.pdf
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Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, 
Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears.   
Our church Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson,             
Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken 
Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

February Birthdays 

February 3 

 Sarah Glenn Grise 

February 4 

 Jane Anderson 

 Linda Flynn 

 Janet Schwarzkopf 

February 5 

 Lisa Murphy 

February 7 

 Ava Elliott 

 Todd Willian 

February 8 

 Jayne Freeman 

 Terry Johnson 

 Beth Pope 

February 9 

 Glen Williams 

February 10 

 Roy Beard 

 Ken Meredith II 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 12 

 Georgeanna Capito 

 Jim Harris 

 Larry Pack 

February 13 

 Jim Croxton 

February 14 

 Annette Parkerson 

 JoAnn Pearson 

February 15 

 Ken Royse 

February 16 

 Ward Begley 

 Barbara English 

February 19 

 Caroline Wedge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 20 

 Mark Bigler 

 Jacob Ellington 

 Quinn Ellington 

February 21 

 Dirichi Njoku 

February 22 

 Bri Trickey 

 Stefan Trickey 

February 23 

 Arnie Petrus 

February 24 

 Eagan Webb 

February 26 

 Craig Heller 

February 27 

 Ruth Brown 

 Kelly Goad 

February 28 

 Merrilyn Calhoun 

 Sally Calkins 
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Please check our 60-Second email and bulletin announcements regularly.  In our present  

Circumstances, scheduled events often change.  Take care and stay safe! 

February Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 

7:00pm Book 

Study 

2    
7:00am  

Men’s Prayers 

2:00pm Staff 

Meeting 
7:00pm Deacons 
  

3 

6:00pm DRITI 

7:00pm  

Testimony study 

4 
  

5 
  

6 
  

7 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 

3:00pm Youth Group 

tba 
 

8 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 

7:00pm Book 

Study 

9 
  

10 
7:00pm  

Testimony study 

11 
  

12 
  

13 
  

14          
9:00am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
3:00pm Youth Group 

tba 

15 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 

16 
11:00am  

Finance Min. 
1:00pm CUICHM 
2:00pm Staff 

Meeting 
7:00pm Session 

17 

6:00pm DRITI 

 

7:00pm  

Ash Wednesday 

worship 

 

  

18 
  

19 
  

20 
  

21 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
3:00pm Youth Group 

tba 

22 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 

23 
2:00pm Staff 

Meeting 
  

24 

6:00pm DRITI 

7:00pm  

Lenten Devotion 

  

  
  

25 
 7:00am  

Men’s Prayers 

26 
  

27 
  

28 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
3:00pm Youth Group 

tba 
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The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707 
www.bgpres.org 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  
the good news of Jesus Christ in word  
and deed so that disciples are made by 
means of inspiring and engaging worship,  
relevant and reliable education,  
compassionate and caring fellowship, 
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  
to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

March 15 is the deadline for the April 2021 

newsletter. Please send your information to the  

church office at info@bgpres.org 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                                 Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                    Director of Christian Education 

Terry Johnson                                        Financial Administrator 

David Clarke                                                          Youth Ministry 

Wayne Pope                                                    Choir Director 

Steve Moore                                                           Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                                    Secretary 

Kimberly Watkins                                                Interim Director,  

                                                           Preschool Learning Center 

Heather Kirkconnell                                           Children’s Music 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Barbara Solberg-Hale                              Sunday Sexton 

Tim Leigh                                                            Clerk of Session  

 2021 


