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 I wish you could be here in the church office right now. 
 There is a Presbyterian Women’s circle meeting in the Fellowship Hall. 
They are laughing. Their joy in being together makes a lovely, happy 
sound. This is our church: Comfortable in one another’s presence, and  
happy for the things we share. Every so often, the women’s laughter stops. 
Something serious has come up, I imagine. The Presbyterian Women’s  
Bible Study this year called Into the Light, and subtitled, “Finding Hope in 
Prayers of Lament.” This is our church too: We can face the difficulties of 
the day because of what faith has given us. 
 The copier in the office is running, continually and hard. It’s the annual 
Advent Devotional being produced. Members of our congregation, and           
particularly our Elders and Deacons, have been invited to write the daily  
devotionals. This is our church: We share in ministry. We benefit from each 
other’s ideas. There are examples of faith among us, from whom we           
continue to learn. 
 Cheryl Gregory, our Administrative Assistant, answers the phone. She 
is so pleasant with everyone who calls. Lots of the calls are from people 
who want to know the hours and procedures for our Food Pantry. Cheryl 
gives them helpful directions, and assures them that, when they come, we 
will help. This is our church: We care for people. Folks’ dignity is on the line 
when they come asking for food. But the people who enter our doors are 
always treated respectfully and well. 
 Terry Johnson, our Financial Administrator, is pretty quiet. When I go 
by her office, she is staring at financial reports on her computer. It’s as if, by 
staring, she can make the numbers improve, increase giving, reduce         
expenses, create bequests. This is our church too: We have been fiscally 
responsible. But this year has been difficult. We’ve had to depend on some 
non-recurring sources of income (such as government stimulus monies for 
small businesses) to balance the budget. 
 The women in the Fellowship Hall have begun to pray for each other, 
as they do each time they meet. This is our church. 
 The copier is still running full-tilt. The devotionals this year will be          
especially welcome. 
 The church has asked people to consider increasing their giving to the 
church by 5% for 2021. The increase is largely to make up for the loss, to 
death or to relocation, of several generous givers in 2020. This is our 
church. The money will come in. The legacy of giving left by those who 
have died will be continued. We will remain a strong church. Terry can stop 
staring. 
 I hope the month of December will be full of             
blessings for you. Remember your church. Give thanks 
for what we share. 
 And know you are loved. 
       Matthew 
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ADVENT IS HERE!  It has been a long difficult year, yet HOPE is alive!  Join us each 
Sunday morning at 9:00am by zoom as we explore the lectionary scriptures through Art, 
Music, Video, Stories and more.  The zoom link will be in our communications and can 
also be emailed out directly as requested (we have encountered issues with posting to 
our website unfortunately).  Email Leslee Kirkconnell with questions.  And invite those 
who don’t live here to join us!  We have enjoyed having family from far away with us on 
Sunday mornings and everyone needs hope!  We gather December 6, 13 and 20.   
 
 

GODLY PLAY FOR OUR CHILDREN continues each Sunday at 9:00am by zoom.  
Mary Evans is leading our K-5

th
 Graders each week in hearing and responding to our 

Biblical story.  Have grandchildren elsewhere?  They are welcome to join?  Email Mary 
Evans for details.  Each week we post in our bulletin the story(ies) studied.   
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL WILL BREAK on December 27, 2020.  We will open a zoom               
for fellowship at 9:30am for 30 minutes or so.  Bring your coffee and join us.  The             
link will be sent out ahead, you may also mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org.   

CURRENT EVENTS ARE COMPLICATED!  Join us beginning January 3, 2021, 9:00am by Zoom   
for more Wired Word articles and discussion.  We are grateful Nathan Love will come ‘back’ to lead     
good discussion around various events.  The article and zoom link will be sent out each Thursday.                          
A video of the class will be posted to Facebook following worship each Sunday.  Questions?                                   
mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org.  

SMALL GROUPS ARE MOVING!  We have several groups in process and more to come.  Men ’s 
Prayer group meets the last Thursday and first Tuesday each month by zoom.  Contact Tim Leigh for the 
link and information.  Karen Watson is leading a Walking Group at Basil Griffin Park every Tuesday at 
8:15am.  (Hey – cold weather/brisk air is GOOD for you!). Email her for details.  Julia Roberts and Mary 
Evans are leading a “Neighborhood” Group by Zoom (will move to in-person when safe) on the first 
Thursday each month.  Informal sharing, little prep required – fellowship abounds.  Email Julia for details 
and the link.  We anticipate another Monday evening study group as well as a new Wednesday evening 
group.  Stay tuned!   
 
WHILE IT’S HARD TO BE APART we are grateful for technology that CAN keep us connected!  
Consider 100 years ago, those struggling to deal with the Influenza pandemic had NO such ability!  We 
will certainly celebrate when we can again come together safely, but until then – JOIN US BY ZOOM!  
 
ADVENT IS A TIME FOR GOING DEEPER.  In addition to our own Advent Guide which has been 
mailed to you, here are additional on-line options recommended for you!  D365  becomes Journey to            
the Star during Advent.  A daily offering of prayer, scripture, meditation.  Although originally                
designed for youth and young adults, many not in that demographic find it                  
meaningful!  www.d365.org.  There is also an app you can download on your                
phone.  As good resources are discovered they will be shared on Facebook and           
our Website.  Pray as You Go  - comes from Jesuits in England and offers wonderful 
meditative music, scripture, go deep questions and prayer.  There is an app                   
and also online:  https//:pray-as-you-go.org.   Modeled on the Ignatian prayer              
practices, it is about 10-14 minutes well worth your time each day!  AND DON’T 
FORGET BIBLE STUDY TOGETHER!  There’s an app and also you can read online 
- biblestudytogether.com.  We also have a private Facebook group for               
discussion around the readings. Contact Leslee Kirkconnell.     

Christian Education 

mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
mailto:maryameliaevans@gmail.com
mailto:maryameliaevans@gmail.com
mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
mailto:tim@selectprofessional.com
mailto:mail@kgwatson.com
mailto:julia.roberts@wku.edu
http://www.d365.org
http://pray-as-you-go.org
http://biblestudytogether.com
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THE SESSION MET in a called meeting Sunday, November 22. In solidarity with the suffering 
world and the Commonwealth of Kentucky’s request that churches temporarily suspend in-person 
gatherings, the church will continue to encourage virtual worship.  If you or your family feels a need to 
sit in the church weekdays, we will honor those requests individually. You may call the church office 
at 270-843-4707 or email us at info@bgpres.org.        
 
 
POINSETTIAS  Poinsettias will be available for purchase again this Christmas,  
given either in memory of departed loved ones, or in honor of someone special. A          
special announcement page with a listing of gifts will be included with the Christmas  
Eve bulletin. Forms for poinsettia orders will be available in the church office or in the 
Sunday bulletins. Both should be returned to the church office by Sunday December 
20th. Poinsettia orders are $18.00 each. You may call or email the information to the 
church office, or print and mail an order form. Click here for the form. 
 
 
ADVENT WEDNESDAYS  As we cannot offer Wednesday Advent dinners this year due to the 
pandemic, we invite you to join us online on Wednesday evenings for Advent Meditations, to be 
livestreamed at 7:00pm each Wednesday of Advent. This is available from our website, just as          
Sunday morning worship is offered each week.  (www.bgpres.org) 
 
 
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 
This Christmas our services will be livestreamed, with some elements             
pre-recorded to allow for multiple participants. Please join us online at 
5:00pm for our Family Worship on Christmas Eve, or at 10:00pm for Candles 
and Communion.  
 

 
 
LESSONS & CAROLS  Please join us online on Sunday morning,  
December 13th for our traditional Lessons and Carols service. The  
service will be livestreamed at 10:30am.  

 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members  
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 
 

To Steve Moore in the death of his brother Mike Moore 
To Charlie Capito in the death of his brother Johnny Capito 

Church and Community 

mailto:info@bgpres.org
file:///C:/Users/Cheryl/Desktop/Insert for Poinsettias.pdf
http://www.bgpres.org
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In order to make our budget for 2021, we estimate that we will 
need $675,000 in pledges. As of this printing, we have received 
52 pledges for a total of $328,757. Help us make our goal, and 
help us have a full year of ministry. 

Stewardship / Finance Ministry 

Youth Group meetings in Fellowship hall will be decided on a weekly         
basis  depending on how our church continues to meet. Our dates in       
December are the 6th, 13, and 20th. David will send out the information 
each week. If we do meet in person, masks must be worn at all times 
during youth group and measures are in place to ensure we are safe 
while still being able to enjoy time together. For more information speak 
to David Clarke.  
 

Youth Group will take a break over the Christmas period and into the 
new year. In this time, plans for the new year will be formed and made 
available as soon as possible. If you have any questions or would like to 
make suggestions please reach out to David Clarke. 

Youth Ministry 

Total Budget 675,000 
 

     Expected  

     2021 Pledges 

504,000 

 

441,000 

 

378,000 

 

315,000 

 

252,000 

 

189,000 

 

126,000 
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ANGEL TREE IS HERE!  We are seeking to help 20 families this year have a 
brighter holiday.  Two ways to help:  drop by the church during the week or if you 
have a Sunday RS VP you can choose directly off the tree (and sign on the 
clipboard).  OR you can sign up online - https://bgpres.org/serve/angel-tree .  E ach 

ornament is ONE  person, with an estimated value of $50-75 each.  Don’t feel com-

fortable shopping?  Any monetary donations for Angel Tree will be carefully used 

for purchasing needed items.  J ust mark your check ‘Angel Tree,’ and THANK YOU!   

 

DAVID’S ROOM IN THE INN has begun!  We are hosting a maximum of 9 guests 

each week.  Help is needed – and some opportunities do not involve being here when 
guests are present.  S ign up here:  https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn or 
on the clipboards in the Lobby.  Only those individuals who are signed up will be             
allowed in the building, to keep everyone safe.  In particular we need folks willing to 
come early on F riday after guests leave to clean up Fellowship Hall and the                             
bathrooms.   
 

DONATIONS FOR DRITI ARE  ALSO SOUGHT AND A SAFE  WAY TO HELP: 

 Baked and frozen breakfast casseroles (we have freezer space).  

 Bleach wipe cannisters (disinfecting wipes) 

 Big bottles of liquid hand soap refills 

 Rags, old Tee-shirts, etc. for wiping down surfaces - we will be making a bleach solution each week, 
so old ratty items are best as bleach will degrade the fabric.    

 S leeping Bags rated to -200.  S ince the need will be more than capacity, sleeping bags are sought 
to help those who aren’ t able to be housed on particular nights.   

 Donations may be brought to the office during the week or if you have a Sunday reservation, you 
can bring then.   

 

BUCK IN A BASKET SCHEDULE FOR 2021: As we move toward the time when we can fully be               
together, the Mission Committee has (through the S ession) planned our schedule for the year.  We will 
have a basket available for those who join us on S undays, and welcome donations sent to the church - 
just please be sure to put in the memo what it is for!   
 

January - Hot S pots for Housing Authority (these are $10 each and we challenge you                             

to give that amount!) 

February - Youth Service Learning (items for our homeless friends)  More information                          

soon from our Youth. 

March - Food Pantry 

April - College S cholarships (to be able to gift ALL our graduating HS  seniors with a                                

gift to help with expenses) 

May - Butterflies for our Pentecost Butterfly Release 

June - PLC Scholarship Fund 
July - Miss Annie’s Place (Housing Authority Clothing Closet) 
August - DRITI Pantry 
September - Manna Mart (HOTEL, INC) 

October - Food Pantry 
November - Deacons’ Fund 

December - CUICHM  (Monthly Help Ministry) 

 

 

Missions 

https://bgpres.org/serve/angel-tree
https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn
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Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, 
Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears.   
Our church Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson,             
Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken 
Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

December  Birthdays 

December 1 

 Mary Lucas 

 Bobby Rabold 

 Charlene Rabold 

December 2 

 Mary Belle Ballance 

 Stacy Kreuzer 

 Wanda Rosdeutscher 

December 3 

 Margaret Bush 

 Donna Meredith 

 Sara Parkerson 

December 4 

 Emily Gaither 

December 5 

 Mae Etta Hines 

 Emily Mason 

December 7 

 Bruce Kessler 
 Alexander Lebedinsky 

 Marty Jo Watson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 9 

 Heather Jeffrey 

December 10 

 Ticket McGown 

 Debbie Morse 

December 11 

 Frederica Kernohan 

 Evan Kessler 

December 13 

 Michael Spencer, Jr. 

December 14 

 Alex Yusk 

December 15 

 Ginger Van Ness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December 16 

 Amelia Seidler 

December 17 

 Susan Todd 

 Claire Watson 

December 18 

 Mary Hext 

December 19 

 Emily Sharp 

December 22 

 Deborah Flynn 

 Mallory Hudson 

 Grayson Trickey 

December 24 

 Wes Green 

 Gary Hext 

 Shaska Hines 

December 25 

 Angie Alexieff 

December 28 

 Amelia Davenport 

December 30 

 Stephen Alexieff 

 Tim Leigh 
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Please check our 60-Second email and bulletin announcements regularly.  In our present  

Circumstances, scheduled events often change.  Take care and stay safe! 

December  Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
  
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
7:00pm Deacons 

(Zoom) 
  

2 
7:00pm Advent  

Meditation 

(streamed) 
  

3 
6:00pm DRITI 
  

4 
  

5 
Sat. Meals 

prep 
  

6 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
  
3:00pm Youth 

Group, tba 

7 

5:00pm Bible 

Study 
  

8 
  
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
  

9 
 7:00pm Advent 

Meditation 

(streamed) 
  

10 
6:00pm DRITI 
  

11 
  

12 
Sat. Meals 

prep 
  

13 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
Lessons and Carols 
  
3:00pm Youth 

Group, tba 
  

14 

5:00pm Bible 

Study 
  

15 
11:00am Finance 
1:00pm CUICHM 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
7:00pm Session 

(Zoom) 

16 
7:00pm Advent  

Meditation 

(streamed) 
  

17 
6:00pm DRITI 
  

18 
  

19 
Sat. Meals 

prep 

Angel Tree & 

Food Boxes 

Centerstone/

Uspiritus 

gift pickups 

20 
9:00am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
  
3:00pm Youth 

Group, tba 

21 

5:00pm Bible 

Study 
  

22 
  
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
  

23 
7:00pm Advent  

Meditation 

(streamed) 
  

24      

Christmas Eve 
5:00pm Family 

Worship 
10:00pm  

Candles and 

Communion 
  
6:00pm DRITI 
  

25 
Christmas 

Day 

Office 

Closed 

26 
Sat. Meals 

prep 
  

27 
9:00am Coffee/

Fellowship by Zoom 
10:30am Worship 
  

28 
  

29 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
  

30 
  

31 
6:00pm DRITI 
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The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707 
www.bgpres.org 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  
the good news of Jesus Christ in word  
and deed so that disciples are made by 
means of inspiring and engaging worship,  
relevant and reliable education,  
compassionate and caring fellowship, 
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  
to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

December 15 is the deadline for the January 2021 

newsletter. Please send your information to the  

church office at info@bgpres.org 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                                 Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                    Director of Christian Education 

Terry Johnson                                        Financial Administrator 

David Clarke                                                          Youth Ministry 

Wayne Pope                                                   Choir Director 

Steve Moore                                                           Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                                   Secretary 

Kimberly Watkins                                               Interim Director,  

                                                           Preschool Learning Center 

Heather Kirkconnell                                          Children’s Music 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Barbara Solberg-Hale                             Sunday Sexton 

Tim Leigh                                                            Clerk of Session  

 2020 


