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 The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green, Kentucky 

November, 2020, marks the thirty-fifth anniversary of my             
ordination to the ministry of word and sacrament in the Presbyterian 
Church. My clearest memory from my ordination service is the touch 
of my father’s hand on my shoulder, during the traditional “laying on of 
hands.” My father had a slight tremor, so I could feel his hand. It          
remains a wonderful and tender memory for me. My grandfather was 
also there. He drove to Raleigh, North Carolina from the Charlotte  
area. It was a rough trip for him and my grandmother, and they never 
ventured to drive on the interstate again. It meant something to me, 
though, that they made the effort to be with me. 

 

 These things matter, don’t they; the important moments of our 
lives. We cannot do without love, and faith, and the expressions of 
faith by the generations. 
 

If I had not become a Presbyterian minister, I might have tried            
to be a physical therapist. Physical therapists are able to help people 
reclaim quality-of-life. Whatever I do to encourage faith and the            
experience of God’s powerful presence, is done with an eye toward 
quality of life too. I might have wanted to be a back-country guide. 
The beauty of God’s creation, and leading people to see surprises 
along the trail would have appealed to me. When I was a child,           
I wanted to be a sanitation worker, since they got to hang onto the 
truck while it was moving. Ministry is also, sometimes, a wild ride. 

 

Thirty-five years after my ordination, the church still works to be 
relevant. We still represent a viable alternative to the hubris, excess, 
and moral ambiguity of the wider culture. The church still offers              
people an opportunity to be their best selves; and a gracious,                
forgiving word when we are not at our best. I love the church. 

 

Most people’s favorite ordination question is the one that asks the 
ordinand to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, 
and love. I have vowed to do that. Of course, ministry isn’t done 
alone. The care and support of a congregation is a tremendously            
rewarding experience. You keep pushing me. Thank you. 

 

I have been privileged to feel my father’s hand, God’s hand, and 
your hands on my back these years. Let’s all keep after it. 

 
Know that you are loved, 
  Matthew 
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COMING IN NOVEMBER!  Each Sunday we will gather via 
zoom to discuss a current event, with biblical and theological 
background.  Nathan Love will be leading this class for four 
weeks (November 1-22).  Each week the lesson will be 
emailed out so you will have an opportunity to read it.  Come 

for fellowship, come for good discussion, think about our world through a biblical and theological lens.  
Want to be sure to be included?  Email Leslee Kirkconnell!   
 
HOPE. HOPE WILL BE OUR THEME for Advent this year.  And Advent          
begins on Sunday November 29!  We will have a special four week Advent Adult 
Zoom Class, using texts from the lectionary, children’s books, discussion and 
more!  Plan to join us. 

 
 
WE CONTINUE TO MEET VIRTUALLY by zoom for our Christian Education classes.  The Christian 
Education Ministry will continue to evaluate when it might be possible to come into the building for          
classes.  Until that time, join us on Sunday mornings, or join a small group (also virtual).  If you need help 
with zoom, please contact us!   
 
OUR CHILDREN ARE LEARNING each Sunday with Mary Evans through Godly Play on zoom.  
One of the beautiful outcomes of our virtual time is increased attendance!  We have had several weeks 
with 8 class members because zoom allows us to reach beyond our immediate community.  If you have 
children or grandchildren who might need/enjoy some wonderful learning ad growing in faith time,           
contact Mary Evans for the zoom link. She can also be reached at 270-791-7205.    
 
 
 
 
 

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL GUIDE will once again be available.  Diane Simmons will be working on 
putting this together – with many thanks to those who will be contributing devotions.  We have some 
space for YOUR special story of Christmas (Advent) HOPE.  If you want to contribute, please contact 
Leslee Kirkconnell as soon as possible!  All devotions are due to Diane by November 15.  You may             
also send to her directly and she will place it in the guide.  Artwork (we would LOVE to have our                     
children and youth contribute art work or their own devotion also) is welcome!  Email Diane at                        
dsimmonsbg1@mac.com.  We will have the guide both on-line and in hard copy and will mail to those 
who wish.  If you make a worship reservation in late November, you will be able to pick one up as well.  
 

 

WE ARE BECOMING A SMALL GROUP CHURCH.  Our Small Group Task 
Force, along with the Christian Education Ministry wants YOU to be part of a small 
group.  We have several that are meeting and willing to welcome new members!  
Tim Leigh is leading a Men’s Prayer Group on the First Tuesday and last Thursday 
of every month (zoom).  Karen Watson is leading a walking group on Tuesday 
mornings at 8:15am at Basil Griffin Park (amphitheater).  Wear your walking 
clothes and your mask.  We will have more options once we are able to be                 
in-person. Other groups that are meeting:  Kerygma Bible Study on Monday nights 

with Leslee Kirkconnell (ends November 16);  Julia Roberts and Mary Evans are leading a group on 
Thursday evenings beginning November 5.  After January 1, we will have some additional virtual options 
as well.   

Christian Education 

mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
mailto:maryameliaevans@gmail.com
mailto:dsimmonsbg1@mac.com
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Youth Ministry

Youth Group will continue to meet through November at our current 
time of 3-4:30. As things stand our plan is to start meeting in person             
weekly, either in the courtyard beside the church or in Fellowship Hall,          
depending on the weather for the week. Masks must be worn at all times 
during Youth Group. For any more information reach out to David Clarke. 
 
Congratulations to Sara Parkerson who has won a Halloween writing           
competition hosted by the public library. Her story will now be recorded 
and put on the library page, we will share the link for all to see and enjoy 
her writing.  

Church and Community 

We continue to accept reservations each week for attendance on Sundays.                                          
The number of persons we may have in worship is limited, for safety reasons. 
Please call the church office between Monday and Friday (deadline 12:00pm) to  
make a reservation.  
 

All will enter and exit the building through the 10
th
 Street doors.  (All other doors  

will remain locked) Upon entrance an Usher will take your temperature, and you  
will be required to complete a COVID-19 Health Check / contact info form. Ushers  
will escort you to assigned seating in the sanctuary. Masks must be worn. 
 

Safety for all is a priority, and we ask for and appreciate your cooperation, as we  
take steps to open our sanctuary for in-person worship. 

 
 
 
 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we will be unable to host a                         
congregation Thanksgiving meal at church this year.  We hope you 
all have a safe holiday at home with your families and ask that,            

as you give thanks this year for your own blessings, you keep in your thoughts our Room in                 
the Inn guests, whom we will have in our church on Thanksgiving evening, for dinner and an             
overnight stay. 
 
 
PEG TRUMAN’S PAINTINGS are now hanging in  the church  
ellowship hall. Anyone may view them between 8:30am and  
4:30pm M-Th and 8:30am - noon on Friday. At the Tenth Street  
entrance, ring the doorbell for entry. Wear a mask.  
Please Sign the guestbook. These works will hang  
until December 13, at which time the works may  
be purchased in a lottery with a donation to the  
memorial fund. In addition to what is hanging  
are a number of prints. Copies of these prints  
will be available for viewers later after a decision  
about displaying them is reached.   
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The Fall Stewardship Letter 
An Important Message to Everyone 

  

2020 has been a year for the books.  We’ve seen disruptions to our lives and to the things we         
enjoy.  But, together, we’ve soldiered on. 
  
Our church has faced challenges too, requiring creativity and extra effort. We are now “opening up” 
slowly; always with your safety in mind. 
  
In the early days of the COVID-19 virus we saw robust giving on the part of members. Along with the 
PPP (Paycheck Protection Program) and Small Business Administration Disaster money, your giving 
has helped bring our church through these weird days. 
  
2020 has also seen the loss, to death or relocation, of several devoted church members. We will not 
be able to count on pledges from these people in the coming year. Consequently, we are concerned 
about maintaining the services and ministries we all enjoy and count upon. 
   
It’s important for you to know where we are financially:  as of October 1

st
, we were $68,327 behind on 

our budgeted giving for the current year.  

Stewardship 

504,000 

 

441,000 

 

378,000 

 

315,000 

 

252,000 

 

189,000 

 

126,000 

Total Budget 675,000 
 

     Expected  

     2021 Pledges 

The church has a modest endowment, from which we borrowed 
three years ago when our entire HVAC system failed. We are 
still repaying that loan to ourselves, at 4% interest.  
  
Those charged in guiding the church’s money have acted with 
care. 
  
As we anticipate a budget for 2021, we ask you to carefully            
consider your giving and consider, if at all possible, increasing 
your pledge for this coming year. Our guidance is to consider 
prayerfully a 5% increase in your giving. 
  
We hope to increase the hours of a Youth Director to full time in 
2021.  We want our Small Groups program to grow and excel, 
and to see our membership grow. Our historic buildings will          
always require maintenance and care. We value our staff and 
look forward to their growth and work in the coming year. 
  
All of us are eager to get back into a regular routine in which our 
congregation can be together. Thanks for your time, attention, 
prayer and response.  
 
Please give prayerful thought to finishing your giving for 2020, 
and to making a strong commitment for 2021. 
 
Know always that you are loved. 
 

— Your Finance Committee 
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Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members and  
friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 
 

  To the family of Ann Huskey 

  To Duffy Hayes in the death of husband Blakey Hayes 

Missions 

THE SEASON BEGINS NOVEMBER 19!  A number of precautions are in place 
to keep everyone safe.  Volunteers are needed and we have both paper sign up 
and Sign Up Genius available (all volunteers will be added to our Sign Up Genius 
ultimately).  Please note that ONLY those who are signed up for a particular task 
will be allowed in the building.  This will help us know who is present and 
keep our numbers at a safe level.  If you want to sign up you have several options: 
call the office 270-843-4707 to be added to the list, write your name/email on the 
clipboard in the Lobby if you come for worship or go to https://bgpres.org/serve/
davids-room-in-the-inn and sign up online.  Want to help, but aren’t comfortable  
being here in person?  We can use you!  Call or text Rider Allen, 270-938-5327.   

 
 
YES!  WE WILL BE BRINGING CHEER THROUGH OUR ANGEL TREE 
THIS YEAR!  Beginning in mid-November we will have our decorated 
tree with needs and wish list items from our families.  We will also have a 
Sign Up Genius for those who want to help, but aren’t comfortable coming 
to the church.  And any monetary donations are much appreciated and will 
be used to shop (safely) for our families.  More details soon. 

 
 
SATURDAY MEALS RETURNS FOR OUR VOLUNTEERS November 28!  We 
need 5 to work indoors and 10 drivers.  Workers arrive by 7:45 to help in the kitchen 
and in wrapping meals.  Drivers arrive between 8:30-8:45.  MASKS REQUIRED for 
inside workers, drivers should also wear masks when delivering.  Gloves provided as 
well.  Contact Judy Clark, 270-779-1600. 
 
 

CHRISTMAS BOXES FOR SATURDAY MEALS will be delivered on December 19 and we will 
need 2-3 drivers to help with that.  We are also responsible for providing Macaroni and Cheese for 
those boxes.  We need 130 boxes (all extra will help our Food Pantry).  Please bring to the church by 
December 17.   
 

 
WE ARE SEEING AN INCREASE IN FOOD REQUESTS.  And we are    
grateful for all the donations of non-perishables and money to help.  We will 
always gladly accept non-perishables.  Canned vegetables are particularly 
hard to get in bulk, so if you are willing to pick up some (or order) when you 
shop, we would be grateful.  Other items that are always needed:  16 oz .                
peanut butter, saltines, canned pasta, canned soup (NOT condensed);             
granola bars, fruit cups, canned fruit, dry milk pouches, 1 pound bags of rice and beans (we               
CANNOT re-package right now), canned chili, canned beans, bottled water, pop-top items (especially 
good when our homeless friends request food) and canned tuna/chicken.  Donations can be dropped 
off during the week – just ring the bell.   

https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn
https://bgpres.org/serve/davids-room-in-the-inn
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Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, 
Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears.   
Our church Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson,             
Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken 
Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

November Birthdays 

November 1 

 Sharon Hendrix 

 Curtiss Long 

November 3 

 Gary Hanks 

 Taliaferro Wiatt 

November 4 

 Trudy Burkeen 

November 6 

 Hayward Beliles 

 Stuart Kernohan 

November 7 

 Claire Duren 

November 10 

 Brad Thomison 

November 11 

 Hunter Murphy 

November 12 

 Cindi Crocker 

 Lloyd Ferguson 

 Ron Shrewsbury 

November 13 

 Denny Wedge 

 Julie Wedge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 14 

 Lola Baker 

November 15 

 Carter Clemons 

November 17 

 Grant Clemons 

November 18 

 Emily Kessler 

 Sarah Kessler 

November 20 

 David Muffett 

November 22 

 Sarah Jackson  

 Cindy Tanner 

November 23 

 Sandy Franklin  

 Rob Hale 

November 24 

 Bob Bueker 

 Paul Clark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 25 

 Jean Harris 

 Anne Multerer 

 Charles Reid 

 George Watson 

November 26 

 Norma Johnson  

 David Stites 

November 27 

 Basil Jones 

November 28 

 Miguel Castro 

 Bob Haynes 

November 29 

 Susan Daniel 

November 30  

 Trevor Webb 

 David Yusk 

 
    

   

 
   

   

  

 

  
   

 

  

 



Page  7                                                                                                                             

 

This calendar reflects what is currently scheduled, but may alter as our present situation 

changes. Events and meetings are in flux at present. Please check our 60-Second email and 

bulletin announcements regularly. Take care and stay safe! 

November Calendar 

1        All Saints’ Day 

            Time Change 

  
9:00am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
Reservations for  

in-person 
3:00pm Youth Group 

2 

5:00pm Bible 

Study 

  

6:30pm 

Community Ed 

7:00pm Bible Study 
  

3 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
7:00pm  

Deacons 
  

4 
6:30pm City of 

God Class 
  

5 
  

6 
  

7 
Sat. Meals 

prep 
  

8 
9:00am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
Reservations for  

in-person 
  
3:00pm Youth Group 

9 

  

5:00pm Bible 

Study 

  

7:00pm Bible Study 
  

10 
  
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
  
  

11 
6:30pm City of 

God Class 
  

12 
  

13 
  

14 
Sat. Meals 

prep 
  

15 
9:00am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
Reservations for  

in-person 
  
3:00pm Youth Group 

16 

5:00pm Bible 

Study 

7:00pm Bible Study 
  

17 
  
11:00am Finance 
1:00pm CUICHM 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
  
7:00pm  

Session 

18 
6:30pm City of 

God Class 
  

19 

6:00pm DRITI 

20 
  

21 
Sat. Meals 

prep 
  

22 
9:00am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
Reservations for  

in-person 
  
3:00pm Youth Group 

23 

5:00pm Bible 

Study 
  

 

24 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
  

25 
  

26 
Thanksgiving 

Day 

Office 

Closed 

 

6:00pm DRITI 

27 
Office 

Closed 
  

28 
Sat. Meals 

prep 

and  

delivery 

29     1st Sunday of Advent 
 
9:00am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
Reservations for  

in-person 
3:00pm Youth Group 

4:00pm Vesper Service 

30 

5:00pm Bible 

Study 
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The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707 
www.bgpres.org 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  
the good news of Jesus Christ in word  
and deed so that disciples are made by 
means of inspiring and engaging worship,  
relevant and reliable education,  
compassionate and caring fellowship, 
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  
to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

November 15 is the deadline for the December 2020 

newsletter. Please send your information to the  

church office at info@bgpres.org 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                                 Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                    Director of Christian Education 

Terry Johnson                                        Financial Administrator 

David Clarke                                                          Youth Ministry 

Wayne Pope                                                   Choir Director 

Steve Moore                                                           Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                                   Secretary 

Kimberly Watkins                                               Interim Director,  

                                                           Preschool Learning Center 

Heather Kirkconnell                                          Children’s Music 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Barbara Solberg-Hale                             Sunday Sexton 

Tim Leigh                                                            Clerk of Session  

NOVEMBER  

2020 


