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 The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green, Kentucky 

Out of the Waters and Out of the Virus, God will Carry Us 
 The hymn, “Out of Deep Unordered Water,” connects Christian baptism to 
the waters of creation, and to the parting of the waters as the Hebrews es-
caped Egypt. The hymn has this affirming line: “God has been this way be-
fore.” We are currently facing a pandemic (the corona virus, covid-19). But 
God and the church have been this way before. In 1918, an H1N1 virus called 
“the Spanish Flu” struck worldwide. The 1918 pandemic occurred during 
World War I, a fact that served to heighten profound feelings of loss and fear. 

One Hundred and Two Years Ago, the Church was Also Closed 
 In October, 1918, the Kentucky State Board of Health ordered “the         
closing [of] all places of amusement, schools, churches, and other places of 
assembly.” Churches remained closed until the middle of November. Our 
church had just called a new pastor, the Reverend Robert Bell. Dr. Bell 
wrote the congregation a letter during the time of the church’s closure in 
which he asked the congregation to pray for “God’s grace and mercy to be 
on the lives of all our people, particularly the bereaved… and for a gracious 
revival of pure and wonderful relations with our God in our homes and in 
our hearts.” 

God has been this Way Before 
 God has been this way before. In October of 2020, as we struggle to 
make wise decisions about how to safely re-open our church, we draw 
strength from our faith and heritage. Dr. Bell’s prayers are still good ones to 
hold “in our homes and in our hearts.” 

Are You Ready? 
 Elsewhere in this month’s newsletter, you will find ample evidence that, 
even while our church buildings have been closed, the church has           
remained active. We are anticipating our first in-person worship service 
(since March 15

th
) to be an outdoor service for World Communion Sunday, 

October 4
th
. We are also planning our annual Blessing of the Pets 

(outdoors) for October 11
th
. The church’s services of worship will continue 

to be live streamed, as they have been, but we will also accept limited           
reservations to attend worship in the sanctuary, beginning October 18

th
. 

Check for Communications 
 This is a time in which it will be especially important to check for commu-
nications from the church. A lot is happening. We will need to be flexible in 
our planning. Mostly, we will need to trust God for direction and wisdom. 
 Good thing: God has been this way before. 
 Know you are loved. 
       Matthew 

People with underlying health conditions, such as obesity, heart of lung  disease, or diabetes have an increased 
risk of severe illness from covid-19 infection. Older people are also at risk. The best way to  avoid covid-19 is to 
avoid exposure. Any gathering at the church for worship, study, or fellowship will require participants to wear 
masks, register for contract tracing, and receive a temperature check before entering the building. 
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THE SUNDAY MORNING SERIES helping us with our Matthew 25 initiative 
continues.  
  

♦ On October 4 we will welcome Ryan Deerbone from the Bowling Green-
Warren County NAACP who will help us understand more about our neighbors 
of color - the challenges faced and what community agencies exist to help.  
♦ October 11 we will continue the conversation around issues faced by our 
friends and neighbors of color. 
♦ October 18 Abraham Williams from the Housing Authority will help us with  
issues of poverty and the agencies here to help. 
♦ October 25, Judy Whitson will help us continue the conversation.   
The class meets by zoom at 9:30am.  We will also post a video of the class for later viewing.   
 

As a Matthew 25 congregation, we are working toward vitality, dismantling structural racism and ending 
systemic poverty.  These classes will help us understand the issues as well as 
generate a sense of where God is calling us.   
 
 
 

SMALL GROUPS - we are moving toward becoming a small group church.  
This means we want EVERYONE to be part of the joy and faith enhancing    
experience of a small group!  For the moment we are <mostly> meeting via 
zoom, with in-person to come as we are able.  There are a number of options 
available!  See the related article(s) and our website.   

 
THINKING TOWARD CHRISTMAS - it’s not too   early for us to be planning for 
December.  Every year we enjoy a whimsical yet faithful retelling of the Christ-
mas story by our children and youth.  This year is no different, HOWEVER we 
will be presenting ours virtually.  Families will be able to ‘stage’ parts of the story 
and those parts will be joined in one video.  More  information coming!  Leslee 
Kirkconnell will be happy to answer questions.   

 
A NEW SMALL GROUP BIBLE STUDY will be forming in October.  From October 
12-November 16, we will gather via Zoom.  This study on spirituality and the Lord’s Pray-
er will help us dig into the Biblical text, deepen our faith and strengthen our relationships.  
We will meet from 7:00-8:30pm on Monday evenings.  Leslee Kirkconnell will be leading.  
Registration (email Leslee) is needed to receive the Resource Book. 
 
 
GROWING FAITH AT HOME  Faith Formation has always been a family activity,  

      never moreso than these months of sheltering.  Here are some activities to enhance  

      your faith you can do at home: 

https://www.vibrantfaithprojects.org/uploads/1/3/1/1/131152636/

everything_we_need.pdf  

For families with younger children, an exploration of Psalm 23 and  

how God provides all we need.   
 

https://www.vibrantfaithprojects.org/uploads/1/3/1/1/131152636/living_and_dying.pdf  

Our current world is heavy with grief and fear due to the pandemic.  Yet death is a part of life and we can 

explore this topic and learn to live more fully as a result – especially for teen families.   
 

https://www.vibrantfaithprojects.org/uploads/1/3/1/1/131152636/bringing_order_from_chaos.pdf             

Adults or couples might need to re-member how God brings order from chaos, and how God will also  

      bring order and calm from our current chaotic and frightening world.     

Christian Education 

mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
https://www.vibrantfaithprojects.org/uploads/1/3/1/1/131152636/everything_we_need.pdf
https://www.vibrantfaithprojects.org/uploads/1/3/1/1/131152636/everything_we_need.pdf
https://www.vibrantfaithprojects.org/uploads/1/3/1/1/131152636/living_and_dying.pdf
https://www.vibrantfaithprojects.org/uploads/1/3/1/1/131152636/bringing_order_from_chaos.pdf
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OUR ANGEL TREE NEEDS YOU THIS YEAR!  We are working with 
our local school contacts to provide a happier holiday for 20 families this 
year.  Since we are not fully open, we will be working on both angel          
decorations for our tree AND an online sign up with information needed 
to provide gifts.  Every effort will be made to keep things simple for you to 
help.  And if you wish to donate funds for others to shop, we are happy to 
accept that also!  Questions?  Email Leslee Kirkconnell.  Angel Tree        
begins in November and runs to mid-December for delivery to families  

                                                    the weekend before Christmas.  
 
THE MISSION COMMITTEE has modified our Fall fundraiser, 
since we are not yet able to join together for our fun luncheon and 
Decadent Dessert Auction!  With deep thanks to an anonymous 
donor, we have the ability to ‘grant’ $25 to each of our children 
and youth.  In turn, they will choose one of five ministries to         
support with those funds.  The challenge for the congregation is to 
MATCH those funds!   
 

The five ministry options are DRITI (David’s Room in the Inn);  
HOTEL, INC (Manna Mart); CUICHM (monthly Help Ministry);  
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY and LIVING WATERS FOR THE WORLD.  As this is being written, we are 
still gathering final information from our children and youth on which mission they wish to support.  Soon, 
we will have a list.  We do not envision a competition between our children/youth, but just a friendly way 
for YOU to help a particular ministry.   
 

During worship in October, we anticipate showing short videos on these different ministries.  We hope 
you will be willing to support at least one for a $25 donation.  Questions?  Email Leslee Kirkconnell.           
You can send a contribution at any time (and any amount is gratefully accepted).  Simply put in the  
memo line ‘matching gift’ and which mission, which will help us route it properly.   

Missions 

— PLANS FOR BEING IN THE SANCTUARY AGAIN  —  
 

ON OCTOBER 18 we will begin limited in-person (max of 25 attendees) worship in our                               
Sanctuary.  Careful plans are being made to keep everyone safe.  You must make a            
reservation by calling the church office (270-843-4707) by noon Thursday (you must make 
a separate reservation every week, and please understand when we reach our limit we 
cannot add additional seats).  
 

When you arrive you will be greeted at the 10th Ave door (this is the ONLY available             
entrance/exit) for a temperature check and health screening.  You must wear a mask 
properly at all times in the building.  We will provide if you do not have one.  Hand             
sanitizer will be available.  There will be a seat with your name on it in the sanctuary - 
please do not sit anywhere else.  You may greet others from a distance only.   
 

Those attending worship will not be singing - our college singers will have set spots and will 
sing for us.  At the end of the service, please remain in your seat until the ushers                    
release you so distance can be maintained as you exit the building (10th Ave. door only).   
 

We will continue to live-stream our services (as we did prior to the pandemic) for those at 
home.  At the present we are not holding any Sunday School gatherings in the building. 

mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
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DAVID’S ROOM IN THE INN returns in November (Nov. 19-March 11, 2021).            
We will be doing things a bit differently to make sure our guests and our volunteers 
stay safe!  By mid-October, we will be beginning volunteer recruitment through          
Sign Up Genius (to protect everyone, only those who sign up will be allowed in the 
building).  If you need help, you can call the office and be put on the list we will have 
in paper form.    
 
 

Some items to note:  (there will be more specific guidance for each volunteer 
category available on the Sign Up Genius) 
 

~We will be hosting a maximum of 9 guests each week.  They will be thoroughly health-screened by RITI 
staff before being allowed to participate.   
~We will check temperatures of ALL guests and volunteers.  Everyone will wash hands upon entering the 
building and masks must be worn properly at all times by all in the building unless eating.  
~Volunteers setting up will need to wear gloves.   
~Meals can be prepared at home and dropped off or prepared in our kitchen.  A maximum of four people 
will be allowed to work in the kitchen. Meals need to serve 20 ample portions.  We do have a ‘cookbook’ 
to help with cooking for the quantities needed.   
~All disposable items will be used for meals – this includes individual packets of condiments. 
~Tables will have a maximum of 3 people to maintain appropriate distance while eating or doing any           
activity.    
~One volunteer will be needed to be a ‘server.’ This individual will fill cups for water, coffee, tea, provide 
any condiments that cannot be provided individually and also do food refills.  Only the server should be 
handling coffee carafe, water pitchers etc. No food will be placed on the buffet for self-service. (All snacks 
MUST be individually packaged).  If breakfast casseroles are available, they MUST be served/refilled by 
one volunteer.   
~Cooks must clean their own dishes and wipe down all surfaces in the kitchen with the provided                     
disinfectant.  (We will NOT have our usual dishwashing crew.) 
~NO leftovers – this was implemented last year.  If something can be frozen for future use (priority is            
given to full trays), that is permissible, but we cannot have perishable leftovers in the kitchen following 
meals.   
~Clean up folks (Friday morning) will need to spray and wipe all touch surfaces – tables, chairs, doors, 
railings, and all surfaces in the bathrooms.  Gloves (and masks) must be worn.   
 
DONATION NEEDS FOR DRITI:  (this list will likely change as needs change)  Donations can be 
brought to the church office at any point during the week – call us and let us know you are coming, or ring 
the bell.   
 

-Canisters of disinfecting wipes 
-Homemade cooked breakfast casseroles – frozen (we have freezer space at church).   
-Packages of individually packaged cereal (NO big boxes this year please!) 
-Individually wrapped snack items – chips, cookies, granola bars, cereal bars, etc.   
-Cases of juice boxes 
-Big box of quart size Ziploc baggies (to be used for snack packs to go) 
-Big bottles of liquid soap refills 
-Rags for wiping down surfaces – old towels/tee shirts we can cut up are best, as we will be using a 
 bleach solution, which will ultimately damage the fabric.   

 

Missions 
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Session Report 

From the Clerk of Session: A 2020 Progress Report 
 

The church has stayed busy during the disruptions of 2020.  We have: 
  
 Weekly provided a live stream worship available via YouTube and soon also via  
  Facebook. 
 Upgraded our live streaming software to improve quality, sound, picture. 
 Been diligent in assuring safety for those doing the service, adding spacing           
  between singers, specially equipped masks that further reduce exposure of others  
  to droplets, adding plexiglass screens to add a layer of protection. 
 Created Zoom study groups each aimed at our answer to the Matthew 25                  
  Invitation. 
 The Deacons, Elders, and Church staff have contacted church members by phone 
  and  with notes during the pandemic. 
 We are building Small Groups of 10-12 people for fellowship, Bible study, book   
  studies and prayer groups. (Our prayer is that as we emerge from COVID  
  restrictions we will see more Small Groups emerge and eventually include every   
  member of our church. Further   from these Small Groups we believe we will see  
  organic growth of our larger fellowship). 
 Purchased ionizing air filters for our HVAC system that will address viruses to        
  minimize risks of infection. 
 Become the central location for preparation and distribution of Saturday Meals in 
  our  community. 
 Reduced our operating expenses to mirror our work and our sudden change of  
  focus in   ministry. 
 Made application and received PPP loan funds as well as Disaster funds available 
  to the church through the Cares Act. The loan forgiveness documents related to   
  the PPP have also been filed and we await the SBA decision which we feel certain 
  will be that the funds given the church will be forgiven. 
 Worked with our Presbytery to expand the new Topper Student Ministry program  
  To share our fellowship with students at WKU. 
 Completed a COVID cleaning of the building and              
  established cleaning protocols for when we are able to     
  begin using the building and secured all necessary          
  supplies to effect that cleaning.  
 Created a plan to open the building to members for        
  services by reservation (limited numbers allowed, and     
  special guidelines will apply).  Please see page 3 for more 
  details on the procedures for attending in person. 
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Church and Community 

SMALL GROUP CORNER 
 

Have you heard about our Small Group program at church?  I am betting you have seen 
something and probably wondered… what is that? 
 
Matthew Covington and I started a Men’s Prayer Group just recently.  Our group has 
about five men participating now, and we meet only twice each month: the first Tuesday 
and last Thursday of each month. For you calendar geniuses, no we will not meet on 
Thanksgiving! 
 
Because of the COVID-19 virus and to begin, we are meeting via Zoom.  We meet at 
7am and we have a one-hour limit on the meeting, but if we finish before the hour is 
done then we are done. 
 
Our first meeting was Tuesday September 1

st
 and we had five men in the group.  We 

had some fun with some morning trash talk with each other, and mentioned some           
specific prayer needs for family, friends, business, etc. and began praying.  We ended 
17 minutes later, and everyone was off to their day!  It helped start our day off and our 
month off on a high note, and from notes from the guys everyone is looking forward to 
our next time together. 
 
Small groups are good for just the benefits we are seeing- connection, some              
laughs, and some support.  In these weird times it does take a village to help us all,           
and spending a few minutes twice a month in prayer sure can help!  If you would be          
interested in joining us let me know. My cell is 270-793-6770 and my email is 
tim@selectprofessional.com  
 
There are other small groups right now and one of those might be right for you. Karen 
Watson has a walking group for women at Three Springs Park, and Julia Roberts and 
Mary Evans are working on a study group, and you know that will be great because of 
the two women leading it! Some are talking about a sewing group to help with service 
projects like blankets for kids, and I can see someone with a TV in their garage starting 
a football watching group.   
 
So, think about a group you might like to see started and share that with us; it is about 
fellowship, connecting and supporting each other. Since the groups are small, usually 
not more than 10-12, we can keep up our social distancing, and then there is Zoom         
(it sounds harder than it is, and once you’re in it I have found it surprisingly rewarding). 
 
So, let us know your ideas about small groups and join us. I am sure you will benefit and 
be glad you did!  
 
--Tim Leigh 

mailto:tim@selectprofessional.com
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JOIN US FOR OUTDOOR FELLOWSHIP!  On October 11th 
we will hold our annual Blessing of the Pets combined with an 
Ice Cream Social! It will begin at 4:00pm outdoors, in the 
church courtyard. Bring your beloved companion (or a picture, 
if an  actual appearance wouldn ’t work) for a  
special blessing.  Then enjoy some ice cream 
and fellowship with members!  Masks required 
(except when eating ice cream) and physical         
distancing must be observed.   

Will You Attend In Person? 
WORLD COMMUNION, OCTOBER 4

TH
, 2020 

 
You are welcome to attend an outdoor service of worship in the  

courtyard between the Church and the Courthouse, on October 4
th
  

at 10:30 AM. This will be our first attempt since March 15
th
 to worship  

together in person. Communion will be served in individual packets, masks  
will be required, and social distancing will be observed along with other  
precautions. (In case of rain, the outdoor service will be cancelled, and  

worship livestreamed from the Sanctuary.) 
 

Please note that all worship services will continue to be live streamed  
(The outdoor service via Facebook live). You are welcome to attend  
in person, but you should weigh potential health risks. Chairs and  

individual communion elements will be provided, but you are welcome to  
bring your own seating. We look forward to seeing people on  

World Communion Sunday! 

Youth Group will continue on Sundays through the Fall. At this current 
time our plan is to meet on Zoom on Sunday afternoons from 3-4pm.  
From the 27th of September, we will start to incorporate in-person youth 
group meetings into our schedule. Initially the plan is for us to host the 
events outdoors every other Sunday, with Zoom continuing on the 
weeks in between. The hope is to eventually be able to move to a full in
-person  schedule. If you have any suggestions or questions contact 
David Clarke. 
 
New 6th graders are welcomed to join us for Sunday nights! For more 
information contact David Clarke. 

Youth Ministry 

mailto:david.clarke@bgpres.org
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Presbyterian Women 
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Financial Report 

Fall Gathering Pre-registration 

Church_________________________________Name__________________________ 

 

Email_____________________________________________ 

 

Horizons Subscriber??  YES________  NO__________ 
 

Book Share __________________________________________________ 
 

Return completed form to: Chris Krueger 

        330 Cardinal Lane 

        Paducah, KY 42001 

        ckruegerap@bellsouth.net 

 

mailto:ckruegerap@bellsouth.net
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October Birthdays 

 

October 2 

 Parker Evans 

October 3 

 Larry Gildersleeve 

October 4 

 Ellie Ramsing 

 Rory Small 

October 5 

 Sam Evans 

 Timothy Evans 

 Linda Leigh 

 Benjamin Long 

 Catherine Reber 

October 7 

 Samuel Kernohan 

October 9 

 Joseph Survant 

October 10 

 Greg Johnson 

October 11 

 Bev Nuerge 

 Chhar Sy 

 

 

 

 

 

October 12 

 Michael Ballard 

 Cammie Kirkwood 

October 14 

 Blakey Hayes 

 Catherine Lowe 

 Oriaku Njoku 

 Diane Simmons 

October 16  

 Bette Smith 

October 17 

 Sheila Reeves 

October 18 

 Rider Allen 

October 19 

 Todd Hudson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 20 

 Karen Kreuzer 

October 21 

 Kim Ferguson 

October 24 

 Nancy Hulan 

 Charlotte Prow 

October 26 

 Emma Ahmed 

October 29 

 Saint Carmichael 

 Ernie Small 

October 30 

 Emily Davenport 

 Lisa Rabold 
    

   

 

 

 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, 
Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears.   
Our church Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson,             
Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken 
Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 
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This calendar reflects what is currently scheduled, but may alter as our present situation 

changes. Events and meetings are in flux at present. Please check our 60-Second email and 

bulletin announcements regularly. Take care and stay safe! 

October Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 
WKU Fall Break 

2 
  

3 
  

4         

World Communion 
 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship in 

the Courtyard 
  

5 
 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 
  

6:30pm 

Community Ed 

City/County Fall Break 

  

6 
7:00am Mens’ Prayer 
  
2:00pm Staff Meeting 
 
7:00pm Deacons 
  

7 
 
 
6:30pm City of 

God Class 
  

8 
  

9 
  

10 
  

11 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
  
4:00pm  

Blessing of the Pets 
Ice Cream Social 
Youth Group 
  

12 
 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 

6:30pm 

Community Ed 

7:00pm Bible Study 

  

13 

  
2:00pm Staff Meeting 
  

14 
 
 
6:30pm City of 

God Class 
  

15 
  

16 
  

17 
  

18 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
Reservations  

       for in-person 
  
3:00pm Youth Group 
  

19 
 

5:00pm Bible 

Study 

6:30pm 

Community Ed 

  
7:00pm Bible Study 
  

20 
11:00am Finance 
1:00pm CUICHM 
2:00pm Staff Meeting 
7:00pm Session 

21 
 
 
6:30pm City of 

God Class 

22 
  

23 
  

24 
  
  

  

25 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
Reservations  

      for in-person 
3:00pm Youth Group 
 

26 
 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 

6:30pm 

Community Ed 

7:00pm Bible Study 
  

27 
 
2:00pm Staff Meeting 
  

28 
 
 
6:30pm City of 

God Class 

29 
7:00am 

Mens’ Prayer 

30 
  

31 
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The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707 
www.bgpres.org 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  
the good news of Jesus Christ in word  
and deed so that disciples are made by 
means of inspiring and engaging worship,  
relevant and reliable education,  
compassionate and caring fellowship, 
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  
to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

October 15 is the deadline for the November 2020 

newsletter. Please send your information to the  

church office at info@bgpres.org 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                                 Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                    Director of Christian Education 

Terry Johnson                                        Financial Administrator 

David Clarke                                                          Youth Ministry 

Wayne Pope                                                       Choir Director 

Steve Moore                                                           Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                                      Secretary 

Kimberly Watkins                                               Interim Director,  

                                                           Preschool Learning Center 

Heather Kirkconnell                                          Children’s Music 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Barbara Solberg-Hale                                Sunday Sexton 

Tim Leigh                                                            Clerk of Session  

2020 


