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 The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green, Kentucky 

 Our congregation’s commitment 
to being a “Matthew 25 Church”          
involves seeking, maintaining, and practicing Congregational Vitality. 

You might have your own ideas about what makes a congregation truly 
vital. Our denomination, the Presbyterian Church (USA) has suggested        
seven marks of vitality. (see the illustration) 

Go ahead, give us a grade for how we’re doing.  
1. Discipleship  
Formation? Well, our 
Christian Education          
program is pretty strong. 
We’re anticipating some 
expansion through the  
ministry of small groups. 
We’ve been pretty creative, 
using electronic platforms 
during these covid-19 “safe 
at home” days. How about 
a solid B+?    
2. Authentic  
Evangelism? How  well  
do we show others the  
importance of our own faith 

                               and commitment?  OK. C+.    
3. An Intentional Incarnation Focus implies that we are “out in the world” 

as God-in-Christ came into the world, and as Christ remains incarnate in 
our study of the Bible, and in our service to the world. This seems like a 
strength to me. A-.    

4. When I think of the 100 or so people who have volunteered for  
Room in the Inn; when I think of how much our Deacons and Elders do;          
I think we’ve created an atmosphere in which folks are Empowered for                
Leadership. Another strength. B+.    

5. If Worship is truly Spirit Inspired, it isn’t something we do, but a gift 
from God. God is good. So: solid A.   

6. I’ve served some great churches, in North Carolina, Mississippi, 
South Carolina, and (of course) Bowling Green, Kentucky. Bowling Green 
Presbyterians are the best I’ve seen at Caring for One Another. We’re  
grading on the curve here, but I’ll give us another solid A.    

7. Denominational ties in the PC(USA) are strong. The Matthew 25        
emphasis is denominational! We are also connected to other churches          
locally, by the downtown churches’ Churches United In Christ Help Ministry, 
Room in the Inn, and more. This is Ecclesial Health. What do you say?  
How about a basic B, at least? 

Commit this to prayer. Let’s be (and become) a vital congregation. 
And know you are loved.             
                                             - Matthew 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL HAS RESUMED!  It looks different, as we are not 
able to come back into our building for face to face classes just yet.  But just 
as God’s love never ends, we will NOT be stopped.  Technology is our           
helper, as we are able to use Zoom so we can see and hear each other.             
IF YOU NEED HELP, PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE!  We can get you 
set up on zoom – it’s safe and easy once you learn how!  And we               
appreciate YOUR flexibility!  Zoom technology is great, but we can only host 
one class at a time with our account.  If you want to meet on Sunday             
mornings, please contact us to find out about a free account.  You get 40 
minutes on a free account and no conflicts.   

 
We have Sunday morning at 9:30am for Coffee & Conversation class, as well as Godly Play for our             
children (up to 5

th
 grade).  Email Leslee for the zoom links (we DO NOT publish them to protect our            

participants).   
 
OPTIONS FOR ADULTS:   Coffee & Conversation, meeting 9:30am Sunday mornings for 45 
minutes.  The group has been reading through the Bible and would welcome newcomers – just jump on 
in and read and discuss with us!  City of God video and discussion meets Wednesday evenings, 6:30pm 
– 8:00pm.  The group watches the video and then engages in discussion beginning at 7:00pm.  The 
course is available through the Warren County Library via Kanopy, and you would be able to watch at 
another time and then join the 7:00pm conversation.   
 
SMALL GROUPS have begun!  We have a walking small group,            
meeting Tuesday mornings, 8:15am at Basil Griffin Park.  Meet at the             
Amphitheater.  Masks and comfortable walking attire required.  Devotion 
time and then walking together (maintaining appropriate distancing) for             
30+ minutes.  Contact Karen Watson for information.  Tim Leigh and          
Matthew Covington are putting together a Men’s Prayer Group (via Zoom), 
and Julia Roberts has a book group.  Leslee Kirkconnell will be putting         
together another small group sometime in October.  Possibly another           
Kerygma Bible study.   

MATTHEW 25 INVITATION.  We are a Matthew 25 Congregation.  (Learn 
more about that here.)  We are still growing into that invitation and learning 
what is involved.  There are three ‘prongs’ or ‘pieces’ of this:  Building 
Church Vitality, Ending Systemic Poverty and Dismantling Structural           
Racism.  This summer we have been doing work around the   issue of struc-
tural racism as our country continues to grapple with the deaths of Black 
Americans at the hands of those who are supposed to   protect all citizens.  
The issues are not easy, but we have been having good conversations 

through our Racial reckoning readings and discussion, our viewing and discussion of Just Mercy and the 
documentary 13

th
, and our small group reading and discussing White Fragility (you can learn more on 

our website as well).  This month we will also be    bringing a special Sunday morning class via zoom to 
help us continue to understand more about  Matthew 25 and how we can begin to make a difference in 
our community.  Plan to join us for these  classes (more information soon).  MOST IMPORTANTLY:  
PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH, AND OUR WORK IN THIS AREA, THAT GOD WILL CONTINUE TO LEAD 
US IN THIS!   

CHILDREN’S MUSIC IS ON!  Heather Kirkconnell is working on bringing music to our children, 
both during Sunday morning Sunday school and whenever convenient for families!  She has a website 
with regular uploads of music and teaching.  Click here for her site (and it is for ALL AGES!).   

 

Christian Education 

mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
mailto:mail@kgwatson.com
mailto:tim@selectprofessional.com
mailto:matthew.covington@bgpres.org
mailto:julia.roberts@wku.edu
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/
https://bgpres.org/grow/anti-racism-resources
http://www.allgodschildrensing.com/
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Financial Report 

Youth Ministry

Youth Group will continue on Sundays through the Fall. At this current time our plan is to meet on 
Zoom on Sunday afternoons from 3-4. Once the mandate of group size changes we will look to try and 
add some in person meetings with safety precautions in place. For more information or to receive the 
zoom link contact David Clarke. 
 

New 6th graders are welcomed to join us for Sunday nights for more information contact David Clarke. 
 

Due to the pandemic Youth group plans for the year are an ever changing process David will reach 
out with any new updates if and when they happen.  
 

We are continuing to pray for all youth and their families as the school year starts back.  

mailto:david.clarke@bgpres.org
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Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members and  
friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 
 

  To Wayne Pope in the death of his aunt Mary Wright     

Missions 

 
 
OUR FOOD PANTRY continues to answer the need of food-insecure families.  
Donations of non-perishables are always welcome – just please, NO glass             
containers!  Peanut butter (18oz size ONLY), non-condensed soup, canned             
vegetables, fruit, pasta, chili, beans etc all welcome.  Dry beans and rice also            
appreciated, BUT we cannot rebag right now, so 1 pound packages are best.                
Call us and we will meet you at the door to collect your donations.   
 
 

DAVID’S ROOM IN THE INN will be back in November.  Rider Allen has picked 
up the mantle and is working on the many details we will need to be safe.  We will 
need our wonderful dinner chefs to be especially creative this year.  There will be new           
procedures designed to keep everyone safe.  And for those who are willing to             
cook, but not necessarily be in the kitchen here, we WELCOME you to cook at            
home and bring to the church to be served.  We estimate we will need to serve              
20 people each week (9 guests plus volunteers).  We do have a cookbook to help    
with ideas and quantities. We will be signing volunteers up through Sign Up Genius.  
See the opposite page for RITI info!  More details will be posted as we have them.  
 
 

OUR FALL FUNDRAISER WILL BE A BIT DIFFERENT. Since we cannot come 
together for our annual dessert auction for Habitat/Living Waters, the Mission 
Committee is working on some fun alternatives that involve our children and youth 
and YOU. Stay tuned for more information.   
 
 
NEED MASKS? We have individuals in our congregation who can make one or more for you.  
Email us.  Masks are one way we show our love for our neighbors as they protect them as well as us.  
We will need them for the foreseeable future, so get yours soon!  If you stop by the office you must 
wear one and when we are able to come back into the building, they will also be required!  

 
 
EARLY FALL IS PEACEMAKING SEASON and we participate in 
our denomination’s special offerings, including the Peace and Global 
Witness Offering.  This is collected on World Communion Sunday 
(October 4, 2020), although we welcome contributions at any point.  
25% of this offering stays with our congregation for our own local 
peacemaking efforts.  25% helps our Presbytery and the remaining 
helps the Presbyterian Mission Agency in its efforts around the world.  
Just mark your check ‘peacemaking’ and thank you!   

mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org


Page  5                                                                                                                             

 

DRITI ~ That looks different… 
 

Greetings good people!  Summer is almost at an end, soon it will be fall, and then time for 
our participation in our Homeless Ministry effort, aka RITI, which stands for 'Room In The 
Inn'.  Because of the pandemic, things will be handled a little  differently this season.   
 

We will need to take many more precautions in order to protect our facility, our volunteers, and yes, 
our guests too.  PLEASE ALSO NOTE:  I'm going to ask all of you to help me refer to our participation in 
this worthy program under its new name -- a name change to honor our brother and my friend, David 
Coverdale, as a memorial tribute to his undying devotion to this ministry effort and his love for the people 
it helps:  I, yes, just I, decided to change the name of the ministry for us to 'David's Room In The 
Inn.  You'll now see the new handle of DRITI around the church.  
 
As usual, the program will run from mid- November to mid-March of next year.  We have many new and 
old needs this year.  Please note, if you are unable to find a comfortable slot to volunteer in, you can al-
ways make a donation to the church memo’ed to the Memorial fund for David Coverdale/ Room In The 
Inn. Terry Johnson has a file started where she has been collecting gifts since David passed away earlier 
this year. 
 

Ways to volunteer:   
As an individual or a group, you may provide: 
dinner meals, or breakfast casseroles,  
other food items as advertised, and... 
 
Tangible needs: 
prepaid bus [city transit] passes 
disinfecting wipes [canisters to be used in-house] 
disposable razors 
white socks 
individual size toiletries: shave cream, deodorant, soap, shampoo 
gently worn clothing; the greatest need is men's 

 
Various other needs pop up during the season.  Check with Rider. 
 
Questions?  Please contact Rider Allen via text: 270-938-5327 or email, at scarecrow3718@gmail.com 
 
We also have new volunteer positions that are open for 'season long participation': 

 

 Evening meal coordinator 

 Bus driver [must be church member] 

 DRITI Co-chair [must be church member] 
 

Please prayerfully consider how you might best help our efforts to assist those in need within our           
community.  God bless you all.   
 
You are loved, 
 
- RlDER 
 

mailto:scarecrow3718@gmail.com


  Page 6  

 
September Birthdays 

 

 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, 
Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears.   
Our church Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson,             
Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken 
Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

September 2 

 Jan Albert 

 Doug Humphrey 

 Russell Moore 

 Faye Patton 

September 3 

 Bailey Jordan 

September 4 

 Miriam Reber 

 Linda Skaggs 

September 7 

 Lawrence Finley 

 Elizabeth Nade 

September 10 

 Keith Carwell 

September 11 

 Marge McLaren 

September 12 

 Ryan Ballance  

 Erin Ellington 

 Jessica Jefferies 

September 14 

 Charlie Capito 

 Steve Moore 

September 15 

 Ann Huskey 

 Kyda West 

September 16 

 Bruce Barrick 

 Jean Carson 

September 18 

 Elizabeth Cates 

 Mary Hills 

September 19 

 Cheryl Gregory 

 Reid Small 

September 20 

 Megan White 

September 25 

 Kathryn Bigler 

 Helen Bueker 

 Sarah Mayfield 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 26 

 Rachel Crocker 

 Ethan Elliott 

 Charles English, Sr. 

September 27 

 Jackie Hanks 

September 29 

 Reed Begley 

 Jane Coverdale 

 Timothy Small 

September 30 

 Barbara Brindle 

 Cary Beth Bowen 
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This calendar reflects what is currently scheduled, but may alter as our present situation 

changes. Events and meetings are in flux at present. Please check our 60-Second email and 

bulletin announcements regularly. Take care and stay safe! 

September Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
 

2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
 

7:00pm Deacons 

  

2 
 

6:30pm  

City of God 

Class 

3 
  

4 
  

5 
 

6 

  

10:30am  

Worship 
 

7 

Labor Day 

Office Closed 

5:00pm Bible 

Study 

7:00pm book  

disc. 

  

8 
  

  

9 
 

6:30pm  

City of God 

Class 

10 
  

11 
  

12 
 

13 

  

10:30am  

Worship 
  

14 
 

5:00pm Bible 

Study 

7:00pm book  

disc. 

  

15 

11:00am  

Finance 

1:00pm CUICHM 

2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 

7:00pm Session 

16 
 

6:30pm  

City of God 

Class 

17 
  

18 
  

19 
 

20 

  

10:30am  

Worship 

  

21 
 

5:00pm Bible 

Study 

  

22 

  

2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
  

23 
 

6:30pm  

City of God 

Class 

24 25 
  

26 
 

27 

  

10:30am  

Worship 

  

  

28 
 

5:00pm Bible 

Study 

  

29 

  

2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
  

30 
 

6:30pm  

City of God 

Class 
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The Presbyterian Church 
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The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707 
www.bgpres.org 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  
the good news of Jesus Christ in word  
and deed so that disciples are made by 
means of inspiring and engaging worship,  
relevant and reliable education,  
compassionate and caring fellowship, 
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  
to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

September 15 is the deadline for the October 2020 

newsletter. Please send your information to the  

church office at info@bgpres.org 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                                 Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                    Director of Christian Education 

Terry Johnson                                        Financial Administrator 

David Clarke                                                          Youth Ministry 

Wayne Pope                                                   Choir Director 

Steve Moore                                                           Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                                   Secretary 

Kimberly Watkins                                               Interim Director,  

                                                           Preschool Learning Center 

Heather Kirkconnell                                          Children’s Music 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Barbara Solberg-Hale                             Sunday Sexton 

Tim Leigh                                                            Clerk of Session  

September 2020 


