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 The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green, Kentucky 

I  don’t recommend martyrdom.  
        

 It can be messy, and it hardly ever 
ends well. I am, of course, thinking about 
our stand against the dreadful scourge of 
Covid-19. Some notable saint and martyr 
probably said, “If I should succumb to any 
great and odious suffering because of my 
faith, I shall die with a smile on my face.” 
History doesn’t record the smile. 

 

 The tough realities of war give us the metaphor of choosing “which hill to 
die on.” Mostly, it is said, “That’s not a hill I’m willing to die on.” Add corona 
virus to that list! The respiratory therapist known as Johnny Lung notes that, 
“the trick to life is just to keep breathing.” That says it for me. A respiratory 
infection is “a bridge too far,” and:  another military (WWII) reference. 
 

 We are postponing the annual Pig Pickin’ picnic. Even meeting             
outdoors doesn’t feel safe. We have no immediate plans for returning to  
worship in the church either. We will continue to live-stream the worship         
services at www.bgpres.org. 
 

 Honestly, I have to admit the on-going virus outbreaks have left us flat-
footed. Day-to-day the conditions worsen, or seem to improve temporarily, 
and the churning leaves us off balance. Can you be off-balance and flat-
footed? Standing firm and falling down is the posture of a martyr. But we are 
not martyrs! Stay at home, remain safe, and don’t-be-a-martyr with us! 
 

 Unbowed, unbroken, and not martyrs, we continue to look forward to the 
launching of a small groups ministry, which will create fresh opportunities  
for fellowship, service, and learning. We are taking another look at the 
“Prayers of the People” in worship, and having those prayers offered by 
many different folks. We have been experimenting with videos in worship,           
and have enjoyed the flexibility it gives us. We anticipate a Rally Day,              
as soon as it is safe. We have plans to re-launch our college ministry              
in productive partnership with 
the Presbytery of Western           
Kentucky. To quote those            
troubadours, the Bee-Gees, 
we’re “Stayin’ Alive!” 
 

 Know you are loved. 
 

 Matthew  
                                                                              

http://www.bgpres.org
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WE DID IT!  Vacation Bible School happened, even though we were not 
able to come together at Christ Episcopal Church in early June!  Through the 
efforts of multiple individuals, we produced 4 videos – one for each ‘day’ and 
sent the YouTube link to the registered families.  We had 82 registered             
individuals in 10 different states!  This includes some adults who registered 
themselves. Our best year prior to this was around 60 children registered, 
with an attendance of about 45-50 on any given evening.  Success!               
And seeing the pictures posted on our Facebook has been fun also.            

We have produced a short Thank You video that you will be able to access from our 
webpage and Facebook group.  Want to see our videos?  Go to our website here and 
watch one or more. 
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL happened because of many individuals contributing to 
our videos.  But it would not have mattered had our families not taken the challenge and 
watched and responded to the videos each week (or beyond – there is no ‘end’ to when 
the videos will be available).  We look forward to next year, when we anticipate being back 
together at Christ Episcopal Church June 6-9! 
 
 
MISSION PROJECTS FOR VBS UPDATE:  We chose two local missions projects that fit with our 
theme of ‘Great Big Beautiful World.’ One was adopting a tree through the City of Bowling Green.              
Our tree, a variegated Red Bud, is at Kereiakes Park.  When the plaque is in place, we will post pictures.  
Our other project is supporting the Butterfly Restoration at Lost River Cave.  The tree adoption is $125.  
All funds beyond that will go to Lost River Cave.  We have raised over $500 total!  Which means Lost 
River Cave will receive at least $400!  (Final numbers to be determined).  It is NOT TOO LATE to help!  
You can go to our website and click ‘Give.’  Simply choose VBS Mission.   

 
VIRTUAL RALLY DAY!  The Christian Education Ministry and Mission 
Committee are working on a special Rally Day presentation.  Our original 
plan was breakfast and displays and visiting classrooms on August 23.     
We aren’t able to do that safely yet, so we will bring Rally Day to you via 
YouTube videos!  Information on classes to be offered on Sundays and   
other times (we will not be in the building for classes for a while yet).  Also, 
Round Table Pulpit, Small Group Ministry, Youth, Wednesday night City          
of God discussions and more!  Mission partner videos are being sought as 

we are still supporting our benevolences.  Stay tuned and watch our Facebook page and website           
for these special videos.  And plan to join in a class – all via zoom for now. Need help with the tech?             
Contact the office – we can help you with getting started on Zoom! 
 

 
SMALL GROUP BOOK STUDY OPPORTUNITY!  As a Matthew 25 congregation we 
are committed to working on dismantling structural racism.  As a majority white            
congregation, we need to understand what white privilege and white supremacy are and 
how we have benefited while our friends and neighbors of color have not.  From August 
10-September 14 we will have a zoom study/discussion of White Fragility, by Robin             
DiAngelo.  A few books are available from Leslee Kirkconnell ($10 each).  Tough but 
vital conversations.  Email Leslee for more information or to sign up to join the group.  
 

Christian Education 

https://bgpres.org/grow/vacation-bible-school
mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
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COMING (BACK) THIS FALL:  On January 23 the Rev. Ray Jones 
helped us begin to understand what it is to be a Matthew 25 Congregation.  
Our time got interrupted by Covid-19, but we never stopped!  Beginning 
September 13, we will again bring to you the facets of Matthew 25.  This 
will be done virtually, possibly a live-stream Sunday School hour ahead          
of worship.  We will explore church vitality, dismantling structural racism 
(indeed we are already working on that) and ending systemic poverty.  
Stay tuned for more information.  You can always read more on the PCU-
SA website:  https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/ 

 
 

CONTINUING DISCUSSION – In July we gathered to discuss the film ‘Just 
Mercy.’ The group that gathered (via Zoom) is continuing to meet periodically 
and discuss issues of structural racism.  We will gather on Tuesday August 25, 
7:00pm via zoom to discuss the documentary 13

th
, currently streaming on Net-

flix and YouTube.  We will also begin to move into discussion of what we can 
do.  Email Leslee for more information or the zoom link.   
 
 

CITY OF GOD:  Meeting via Zoom  
to discuss the Great Courses City of  
God videos. St. Augustine published 
The City of God in 426 AD, and it is 
still an important work for us today.     
Presbyterians in particular owe St.             
Augustine for his theology.  This is  
an accessible work and good for our  
theological knowledge. Each Wed-
nesday the group gathers to watch 
the video at 6:30pm, followed by a           
discussion.  Please call Leslee with 
any questions about accessing the           
videos.  Join in – contact Leslee for 
the Zoom link.  Did you miss the early          
videos?  You can still jump in.  And it 
is available free through the Warren 
County library. Contact Leslee.   

SMALL GROUPS ARE GETTING 
READY FOR YOU!  We are working 
toward launching a small group            
ministry so all our members will be 
able to be part of a small group.           
Initially we plan to launch on-line 
groups as we are not yet ready for 
regular in-person activities. Some will 
be study, some will be oriented 
around food or service, we already 
have a Walking Small Group meeting 
Tuesday and Thursdays at 10:00am 
at Basil Griffin Park (amphitheater).  
We hope to have some sign up ability 
on Rally Day (via on-line or phone).  
Stay tuned for details.   VBS KIDS AND ACTIVITIES 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/
mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org


  Page 4  

 

PIG PICKIN’   Due to the governor’s mandate on gatherings and the 
county’s current COVID situation, the church has decided 
(regretfully) to postpone the Pig Pickin’. We want everyone to be 
safe, and for everyone to be able to participate when we do offer the 
event.  
 
Please stay tuned for more information about a rescheduled date          
in the fall.  We will still need volunteers at that time, so keep it in 
mind as we look forward to a time when we can be together in          
person! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
YES!  WE WILL HAVE SEERSUCKER SUNDAY even though we 
cannot be together.  On Sunday August 30, please put on your seer-
sucker to watch our livestream.  But we WILL NEED YOUR PICTURES!  
Get those selfies and send to the office or post on Facebook.   
 
 
THE PRESBYTERY is sponsoring a special viewing of the documentary The Long            
Shadow, which takes a hard look at the history of slavery (America's original sin) from the 
founding of the nation to the present, and its insidious ties to racism today.  On August 9, at 
5:00pm there will be a special zoom discussion, including the director of the film, Frances          
Causey, of the documentary.  The film will be available August 5-12.  If you wish to join, please 
contact Leslee Kirkconnell for the information.  
 
 
TIME FOR DISCUSSION - a RESCHEDULED event 
around Racial Reckoning resources shared over the 
past weeks - Monday August 3, 7:00pm via 
zoom.  Email Leslee for the link.  
 
MASKS:  If you need one, contact the office - we have 
several folks making cloth ones. If you come to the 
church for any reason, you must be wearing a mask to 
enter.  

 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members and  
friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 
 

                   To Joel Brown in the death of his wife Bettye Brown 
 

Church and Community 

mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
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SATURDAY MEALS HAS RESUMED!  Meeting in our Fellowship Hall and 
Kitchen preparing the food for delivery.  Our next time will be Saturday, August 
29, beginning at 6:30am.  We will need FOUR volunteers to help with                      
organizing the meals for delivery.  Masks and gloves required (gloves provided, 
and masks as needed).   
 

DRIVERS: please line up on 10
th
 Ave and stay with your car – you will not be            

permitted to enter the building.  Routes and meals will be brought to your car 
(you can choose routes).  You MUST wear a mask and we will provide gloves.  
Other  instructions to come.  If you wish to volunteer, contact Judy Clark,          

Youth group is still holding our meetings on Sundays. We are 

hoping to hold occasional in-person meetings, but the          

frequency of those will depend on the governor's orders and 

the cases’ severity in the county. For more information speak 

to David Clarke. 

Financial Report 

Missions 

Youth Ministry 

mailto:judy068clark@outlook.com
mailto:david.clarke@bgpres.org
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August 1 

 McClaine Hudson 

 Ella May 

August 3 

 Dan Brown 
August 4 

 Denise Carter 

 Chuck Coates 

 King Spencer 

 Matthew Spencer 

August 5 

 Mike Alexieff 

 Tucker Carmichael 

 Dan Stelling 

August 6 

 Neil Howell 

 Wanda Hunt 

August 7 

 Beth Durbin 

 Terry Flynn 

 Kalu Njoku 

August 10 

 Charlie Reber 

 Rebecca Simpson 

 Betsy Tyrie 

August 12 

 Maya Lebedinsky 

August 13 

 Reese Polen 

 

 

 

 

August 14 

 Susan Begley 

 Sonya Moran 

 Ryan Kirkconnell 

August 15 

 Charlotte Crocker 

 Ashley Long 

 Kevin Reber 

August 16 

 Chase Embry  

 Heather Kessler 

 Nan Moore 

August 17 

 Annette Ballard 

August 19 

 Brenna Murphy 

 Laura Phillips 

 Dick Roberts 

August 20 

 Andee Rudloff 

 Ian White 

August 21 

 Alex Gooch  

 Janet Strode 

August 22 
 Madeline Davenport 

 Brad Howard 

 Sally Wysong 

 

 

 

 

August 23 

 Ann Covington 

 Deborah Raymer 

August 24 

 Will Bowen 

 Matthew Crocker 

August 26 

 Erin Elliott 

August 27 

 Nathan Love 

August 28 

 Ron Ramsing 

August 29 

 J. B. Hines 

August 30 

 Wayne Hendrix 

 Kathy Higgins 

August 31 

 Judy Clark 

 Landen White 

 

  

 

  

 
  

  

 

  

  

 

  

August Birthdays 
 

 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris, 
Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears.   
Our church Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Kim 
Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri 
Polen, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 
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This calendar reflects what is currently scheduled, but may alter as our present situation 

changes. Events and meetings are in flux at present. Please check our 60-Second email and 

bulletin announcements regularly. Take care and stay safe! 

August Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

            1 
 

2 
  
 
10:30am Worship 
  

3 
 
 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 

7:00pm Racial 

Reckoning  

discussion 

(new time) 

  

4 
  
2:00pm Staff 

Meeting 
7:00pm Deacons 

5 
  

 

6:30pm City of  

God 

Class 

6 
  

7 
  

8 
 

9 
  
  
10:30am Worship 
  
5:00pm Youth Group 
  

10 
  

 

5:00pm Bible 

Study 

7:00pm White  

Fragility study 

  

11 
PLC Open House,  

by appt. 

 
2:00pm Staff 

Meeting 
  

12 
PLC Open House 
 by appt. 

 

 

6:30pm City of  

God 

Class 

13 
PLC Open 

House 

by appt. 

14 
  

15 
 

16 
Pig Pickin’ is  

postponed- 
  
10:30am Worship 
  

17         PLC starts  

                      Classes 

 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 

7:00pm White  

Fragility study 

18 
11:00am Finance 

Min. 
1:00pm CUICHM 
2:00pm Staff 

Meeting 
 
7:00pm Session 

19 

 

 

6:30pm City of  

God 

Class 

20 
  

21 
  

22 
 

23           Rally Day 

  
Virtual Fellowship 
10:30am Worship 
  

24 
  

 

5:00pm Bible 

Study 

7:00pm White  

Fragility study 
  
WKU starts classes 

25 
 
11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff 

Meeting 
  

26 

 

 

6:30pm City of  

God 

Class 

27 
  

28 
  

29 
 
Saturday Meals 

30      Seersucker  
               Sunday 
  
10:30am Worship 
  
5:00pm Youth Group 
  

31 

5:00pm Bible 

Study 
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The Presbyterian Church 
1003 State Street 
Bowling Green, KY  42101 
(270) 843-4707 
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The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707 
www.bgpres.org 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  
the good news of Jesus Christ in word  
and deed so that disciples are made by 
means of inspiring and engaging worship,  
relevant and reliable education,  
compassionate and caring fellowship, 
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  
to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

August 15 is the deadline for the September 2020 

newsletter. Please send your information to the  

church office at info@bgpres.org 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                                 Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                    Director of Christian Education 

Terry Johnson                                        Financial Administrator 

David Clarke                                                          Youth Ministry 

Wayne Pope                                                   Choir Director 

Steve Moore                                                           Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                                   Secretary 

Jenni Meredith             Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Heather Kirkconnell                                          Children’s Music 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Barbara Solberg-Hale                             Sunday Sexton 

Tim Leigh                                                            Clerk of Session  

 

August 
2020 


