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It wasn’t supposed to be this hard.

I think we all thought that the Corona Virus was going to somehow
supply its own answers.
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The Virus didn’t come with a set of instructions. Your Church Session
has been considering how to plan for our congregation’s immediate future.
So far:
The Session is still holding to the decision made last month, that we will
not consider reopening the church building for worship until
there have been at least 14 days of decreasing numbers of new
Corona Virus infections in Warren County. You can track this, as
we are doing, at the Bowling Green municipal website: https://
www.bgky.org/coronavirus We can’t go back to in-person worship
until it is safe. Too many of us are potentially “at risk.”
The Session would like to try to meet together for the Pig Pickin’ on
August 16th at the Beard Pavilion on Garvin Lane. The event is
outdoors, and we can practice social distancing, and wear masks
and gloves, and use lots of sanitizer --- Also:
We need to move worship back one hour to 9:30AM for Pig Pickin’
August 16th is a single event outdoors. Coming inside for worship is not
considered safe yet.
For the Pig Pickin’ we will provide the “pig” (the barbecued pork butt and
ribs) as always, but this year you will be asked to bring your own side
dishes for your family, as a precaution for your health. (This
event is not a potluck.) If you have a small tent or umbrella, that
may help with social distancing too.
On August 16th, you may certainly come to Pig Pickin’ for worship only,
if you desire not to eat. You may also carry away barbecue, if that
is easier or more comfortable for you.
THESE PLANS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE. Just so you’ll know!
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Christian Education
THE WORLD IS CHANGING and while that can be scary, right now it is necessary. The issues of
racism, white privilege and white supremacy have been thrust into the forefront of national discussion
and renewed commitments to addressing issues that prevent true equality for all people. As a Matthew
25 congregation, we need to be working to shine a light on the sin and evil that is racism. First, we need
to understand some of the issues. Beginning August 10 through September 14, Leslee Kirkconnell will
be leading a zoom book study on White Fragility- Why It’s so Hard for White People to Talk About
Racism by Robin Diangelo. As a majority white congregation, it is important for us to begin to understand and talk about these issues, so we can effect positive change not only in our church, but in the
community. Questions? email Leslee. Books are available through Amazon – order soon!
THE PC(U.S.A.) HAS a number of important resources on racism. Start with this: Facing Racism:
A Vision of the Intercultural Community. This will also be posted to our website. Addressing racism is
not optional. It’s not easy, but countering evil is necessary work.
MOVIE NIGHT: Join us for Zoom discussion on Tuesday July 7, 7:00pm.
We will gather to discuss the movie “Just Mercy.” This is currently streaming
FREE on Amazon Prime. With the renewed commitment to addressing the
issues of white supremacy and structural racism, this is one step to begin
conversations. As a Matthew 25 Church, we have committed to working to
dismantle structural racism, and understanding the issues is key. Watch the
movie and email Leslee for the zoom link and join the conversation.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS ON! We have been working to bring
four homemade videos to you. The first one premiered on June 21,
followed by number 2 on June 28. Two more to come – July 5 and 12.
They will be available at your convenience. Didn’t register? It’s not too late!
Email Leslee and you will receive a package of materials to follow along
the videos. We have Bible study, drama, crafts, science and more!
A BIG SHOUT OUT TO ALL WHO HELPED MAKE OUR VBS POSSIBLE! Pulling together videos
seems easy, but requires the efforts of many people! Here are those who made videos for our virtual
VBS this year: Leslee Kirkconnell (TPC) and Laura Goodwin (CEC) (co-directors); From TPC:
The Rev. Dr. Matthew Covington, Mary Evans, Annette, Sara and Laura
Parkerson, Ernie Small, and Wayne Pope. From Christ Episcopal: the Rev. Dr.
Steve Pankey, The Very Rev. Becca Kello, Linda Mitchell, Helen Siewers, Rick
Mitchell, Brittany Whitlow, Ken Stein, Kevin Taylor and Elizabeth Rhodes.
AND A HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR OWN DAVID CLARKE WHO SPENT
HOURS ‘STITCHING’ THE VIDEOS TOGETHER, THEN RE-EDITING AND
RE-RE-EDITING!
CITY OF GOD: This is a new group meeting (via Zoom) to discuss the Great Courses City of God
videos. St. Augustine published The City of God in 426 AD, and it is still an important work for us today.
Presbyterians in particular owe St. Augustine for his theology. This is an accessible work and good for
our theological knowledge. Each Wednesday the group gathers to watch the video at 6:30pm, followed
by discussion. The videos stream FREE from the Warren County library as well (you sign in with your
account, and then sign up on Kanopy, which is an affiliated site). Please call Leslee with questions about
accessing the videos. Join in – contact Leslee for the Zoom link.

Page 2

VBS MISSION PROJECTS! Even though we aren’t meeting in person, we are still supporting great
causes! We have adopted a tree at Kereiakes Park (a variegated Pinkbud, newly planted) and also
supporting the restoration of the Lost River Cave Butterfly Habitat. We welcome all gifts! Click here to
give: https://bgpres.org/give and select VBS Mission in the drop down menu. Or you may mail a check
to the church, please memo VBS Mission. And THANK YOU!
COMING (BACK) THIS FALL: On January 23 the Rev. Ray Jones helped us begin to understand
what it is to be a Matthew 25 Congregation. Our time got interrupted by Covid-19, but we never
stopped! Beginning September 13, we will again bring to you the facets of Matthew
25. This will be done virtually, likely a live-stream Sunday School hour ahead of
worship. We will explore church vitality, dismantling structural racism (indeed we
are already working on that) and ending systemic poverty. Stay tuned for more information.
You can always read more on the PCUSA website:
https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/

Session Report
Session met via Zoom on June 16, 2020. Our focus besides normal Session business was on
discussing when and how we might gather again in person. As you can imagine, getting together is
a big deal these days. It goes beyond just cleaning and wiping every surface down, to how we
might seat people at a distance from one another, to how we enter and leave the building, to having
someone on duty to wipe the bathroom down after each single user.
With cases in Bowling Green and Warren County seeming to be plateaued, we still have a great respect
for this virus and wish to err on the side of the utmost caution. We have settled on our first time together
being our Pig Pickin’ event. It will be outdoors, which allows us to have ample room for social
distancing. With great care our pit masters can prepare the pork/meat for the event; it will require each
to be served rather than a big buffet as we are used to seeing. It will also require each of us to bring our
own sides to go with the pork, rather than sharing. Again, everything is being planned out to be sure we
exercise caution in our gathering together. So mark your calendars, and those who feel comfortable,
please join us for this first time together again!
Our focus continues to be on how we grow together, which is pretty daunting in the midst of a
Pandemic. But we are making progress. The new small groups ministry that CE is working hard on has
support across the Session. It allows for us to gather in smaller groups and allows us to do that in
person, and through virtual means like Zoom. Leaders for the small groups are being recruited now,
and a training for them is planned this coming month. We already have a walking group meeting at Basil
Griffin Park, so this ministry is not just talk but taking off, so stay tuned for more on this important
ministry and please prayerfully consider being a part of a small group.
Our giving was discussed as well; we had been doing pretty well in our giving but May proved to be
problematic. Our pledged giving fell by more than $20,000 and does mean that now we have a hill to
climb to get back to even. We are convinced that we will, but again, please prayerfully consider your
giving and remember our church.
Session continues to be impressed with the care and attention that our staff gives us each week through
our streaming service. Matthew, Ton, Wayne, Leslee, David Clarke and several others have brought us
meaningful and moving services during these odd days. It reminds us all that the church is not a
building, but each of you, and that our Lord is with us whenever we join together no matter how that
joining might be accomplished.
I hope you too are enjoying our worship on-line and I encourage you to tune in on Sunday.
Please stay safe and stay strong and I’ll look for you on-line Sunday. Know you are loved.
--Tim Leigh, Clerk of Session
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Church and Community

JOIN US ON SUNDAY AUGUST 16! Our first in-person gathering will
be our annual Pig Pickin’ — with some changes! Worship will begin at
9:30am and we should be done by 11:30, thus avoiding the worst
heat of the day.
Please note the following:
Masks are required unless eating. We will have lots of sanitizer and gloves. We will also have
masks for those who don’t have one.
This IS NOT A POTLUCK. The Church will provide BBQ and water. You must bring the side
dishes you want for your family only. Bring beverages, if you want other than water. Bring your
own serving utensils – we will have the picnic packs (fork, knife, spoon, napkin) for eating, and
you will be served your meat on paper plates. We will serve the meat/buns by invitation to families
so that we can stay spaced apart.
Please bring your own chairs (we will have some available). We will also have tables that can be
placed with your family group for eating as needed.
Please bring a pop up tent if you have one. The pavilion will not be available for worship seating.
Family groups will be spread out around the grounds to ensure safe distancing from each other.
We will have our big tent available for a few families/individuals who do not have pop ups.
Following worship, we will have a few places to eat in the pavilion for those who do not have
shade. Wear your hat, sunglasses and sunscreen!
Maintaining physical distance and wearing masks will be important for this to be a safe event. While
it will be exciting to see each other, please greet from a distance only!
If you wish, come just for worship and take BBQ to go. You will still need to wear a mask. If you
aren’t able to join us that day, but would like BBQ delivery, please contact the office by August 13.
We will have containers that can be safely delivered to you after the event is over.
EXTRA VOLUNTEERS WILL BE NEEDED! If you wish to help, please contact Bud Schlinker
at 270-202-1099.
A NEW WALKING SMALL GROUP has started! Karen Watson invites everyone who enjoys
walking and talking to meet her at the Basil Griffin Park amphitheater near the Smallhouse Road
entrance at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday and Thursday mornings. This small group begins with a
devotional, enjoys a time of fellowship and sharing while walking (socially distanced), and ends with
praying for each others’ needs. Please contact Karen at 270-991-5673 or mail@kgwatson.com to
let her know of your interest.
A FEW SMALL GROUPS will be launching in August. A book study on White Fragility is being
planned with weekly zoom meetings. Great ideas for more small groups are being discussed.
Some will be virtual and others will wait until we can meet face to face. The Christian life
is meant to be shared and small groups are a great way for us to grow together!
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Missions
OUR FOOD PANTRY continues to provide bags to those who ask. We
are grateful for those bringing donations – in particular we need saltines,
canned fruit, canned vegetables, canned pasta, peanut butter (18oz max),
granola bars, fruit cups, canned soup (NOT CONDENSED), canned beans.
We also like to give out dry rice and beans-if you purchase these, please do
in 1 pound bags ONLY, as we have no ability to re-bag at this time. Ring the
bell and we’ll collect your donations, or we can pick up from you! Just call the
office, 270-843-4707. And THANK YOU for your continuing support! Our
Food Pantry is important.

Youth Ministry
Despite our inability to meet in person, we are still holding virtual youth events! Keep a look for
announcements of what’s happening!
Or speak to David Clarke for more
information. (david.clarke@bgpres.org)

Financial Report
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July Birthdays
July 1
David Wilkinson
July 3
Larry Warden
July 4
Joel Brown
Tom Maurer
July 7
Erika Solberg
July 8
Nancy Keyser
July 14
Marilyn Mattingly
July 16
Alan Reeves
July 17
Matthew Covington
Chloe Johnson
Zoe Lebedinsky
Peyton Phillips

July 18
Fran Bowen
Mary Evans
Jack Grise
Samuel Grise
Allison Webb
Sarah Webb
July 19
Pam Bratcher
Nancy English
Cookie Johnson
Donald Nuerge
July 20
Grace Alexieff
Rob Byrd
Sheryl Goad
Bette Jo Miller
July 21
Susan Howard
July 23
Glenn Kirkconnell

July 24
Jeff Anderson
Gretchen Bettersworth
David Thomison
July 25
Helen Hatchett
Shirley Karrick
July 26
Judith Rabold
July 27
Charles Runner
Austen Seidler
Owen Seidler
July 28
Leslie Embry
Martha Schell
July 29
Myra Dwyer
July 30
Katie Maurer
Bruce White
July 31
Sandy Brown
Herb Simmons

Our church Elders: Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean Harris,
Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and David Sears.
Our church Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Kim
Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri
Polen, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson.
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July Calendar
This calendar reflects what is currently scheduled, but may alter as our present situation
changes. Events and meetings are in flux at present. Please check our 60-Second email and
bulletin announcements regularly. Take care and stay safe!
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

2

Fri

Sat

3

4

9

10

11

16

17

18

23

24

25

30

31

6:30pm City of
God class (Zoom)
7:00pm
PW Circle mtg.
(Zoom)

5

6

8:30am Shalom
Fellowship

5:00pm Bible Study
Office Closed

7
2:00pm Staff
Meeting

10:30am Worship
7:00pm
Just Mercy
discussion
(Zoom)

VBS online

12

13

8:30am Shalom
Fellowship
10:30am Worship

5:00pm Bible Study 2:00pm Staff
Meeting

14

8
12:00pm PLC
Board Mtg.
(Zoom)
6:30pm City of
God class

15
6:30pm City of
God class

7:00pm Sm.
Group leader
training (Zoom)

VBS online
3:00pm Youth
Group

19

20

21

5:00pm Bible Study

6:30pm City of
1:00pm CUICHM God class
2:00pm Staff
Meeting

27

28

10:30am Worship

26

5:00pm Bible Study
10:30am Worship

2:00pm Staff
Meeting

22

29
6:30pm City of
God class
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.
July 15 is the deadline for the August 2020
newsletter. Please send your information to the
church office at info@bgpres.org

The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
(270) 843-4707
www.bgpres.org

The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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