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 It has been said that “History is written by the victors.” Since that’s 
true, I wonder: What history will you write about the days of the corona 
virus lockdown? This assumes, obviously, that you will be a victor.          
So, what will you say? 
 Winston Churchill enters our discussion. Churchill’s toughness, and 
imagination came to the fore when he miraculously led the British           
people in resisting the armies of Hitler. Churchill once said, “If you’re  
going through hell, keep going!” Grit, imagination, and the determination 
to keep going is called on today. And, because we will keep going, we’ll 
be the ones to write the history of these days. What will you say, when 
you are asked to remember the Covid-19 pandemic? 
 My own plans are to reflect on this time as an occasion when the 
church was at its best. Members of The Presbyterian Church of Bowling 
Green have called each other, prayed for each other, and offered each 
other encouragement. There are many, many stories of people claiming 
strength and sharing strength, all because we understand that we         
belong to each other and to God. Letters get written, phone calls are 
made, and sometimes we even connect “virtually” on electronic           
platforms. It’s a very good thing we are doing together. We’ve found 
ways to rise to the challenge. And history is written by the victors.  
 A useful biblical text for us in these days is Romans 12:7: “To each 
is give the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” It’s not just 
a slogan. The Spirit of God is a gift to the church, so that the church can 
promote what is good in each other. The Spirit is not a prize or an 
award; the Spirit of God comes to us so that we can help each other 
and support each other. I admire all the ways our church is doing this; 
all the ways we are showing that the Spirit is at work within and among 
us! 
 In 1779 the patriot naval Commander John Paul Jones was warned 
by a British frigate to surrender his ship. You know what Jones said in 
reply, because it is written in our collective memory as Americans. He 
said, “I have not yet begun to fight!” 
 Let the same be said for us! We’re in this to win. In Ephesians 4:          
1-3, the Apostle Paul instructs the church: “I urge you to live a life          
worthy of the calling you have received… Make every effort to keep the 
unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” 
 Our calling is to love one another, to serve one another, to be          
unified, and to support each other in our pursuit of peace in this odd and 
perilous time. As the victors, we’ll have a lot to tell! 
 Know You Are Loved. 
             Matthew 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL IS GOING VIRTUAL!  We are 
working on compiling videos to share.  They will include          
worship (Hello, Again!), prayers, scripture, crafts and more!  
Even though this will be virtual, we need your registration as 
we will be sending out materials!  Click here.  If you have 
grandchildren or cousins or friends elsewhere, send them the 
link!  We will send materials to all who want to participate.  

Our theme is Creation and caring for God’s world.  All children age 4  and up are welcome!  Questions?  
Contact Leslee Kirkconnell. 
 

 
WE CONTINUE OUR READING through the Bible with Bible Study Together.  
Jump in if you wish (June 1 will be day 150).  We have a dedicated Facebook Group  
to safely discuss our reading, share thoughts and more.  There are also study journals 
available – email Leslee.  You can get more information at biblestudytogether.com.    

 
 
 
 

VIRTUAL BIBLE STUDY -Shalom continues through July 5, 8:45am on Sundays.  Following that, 
Leslee will lead a new Kerygma Study, but likely another time frame.   If you might be interested in           
joining, email Leslee.  She’s looking for suggestions for topics/books of the Bible/etc. that would be of 
interest.  The current study is 14 weeks, and we will look to do something in the 7 week range.  It will 
involve some reading and work   between classes, with a resource book.   

 

DEEPEN YOUR KNOWLEDGE AND YOUR FAITH  Glenn Kirkconnell 
will be beginning a zoom discussion around the Great Courses on             
The City of God.  St. Augustine wrote The City of God around the year 
413, and it is still an important work today.  The Warren County Public 
Library is streaming many videos for free, and this is one.  Reading the 
book is not necessary.  Simply log into your account with the Library               
(if you have a card, you can register your account (warrenpl.org) and          
access the video.  Then gather with others (via zoom) and Glenn will  
lead the discussion. This Wednesday class starts on June 10th at   

           7:00pm.  If you want more information, please email Leslee.  
  
 

FAITH AT HOME will continue over the summer.  Each week families 
should look for resources in the mail, and by email.  And we do not yet know 
what the fall will look like.  The Christian Education Ministry is looking at ways 
of building faith even when apart.  Our ability to do in-person classes will be 
very limited for possibly the rest of this calendar year, but we will not let that 
stop us from growing in faith!  Stay tuned!   
 
 

SMALL GROUPS COMING SOON!  A group of folks have been working 
on bringing Small Group Ministry to our church.  We hope to launch some groups this fall, likely in a           
virtual format.  Ultimately we want to have study groups, dinner groups and service groups.  We are 
moving toward a time when EVERYONE in the church has the support and nurture of a small group.  
Details are in process, so stay tuned.   
 

 Christian Education 

https://bgpres.org/grow/vacation-bible-school
mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
http://biblestudytogether.com/
mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
http://warrenpl.org/
mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
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Although our Youth graduate Sunday has been put on hold we still want         
to find a way to honour your youth. If you could please send David the       
details of where your student is graduating from and their plans for the        
immediate future so we can work on ways to celebrate them. 
 
Despite our inability to meet in person we are still holding virtual youth 
events! Keep a look for announcements of what’s happening! Or speak       
to David Clarke for more information.  

 Youth Ministry 

 Session Report 

Paul in each of his letters wrote that he had a longing to see the saints.  He missed them, he loved them 
and he desired to worship with them. 
  

We certainly know such longing as well.  Since March we have worshiped via our live streaming            
services in each of our homes.  Many have posted pictures of their worship from home and it was good 
to see each picture.  But with every passing Sunday we all have a “longing” as Paul wrote to be with 
each other. 
 

I have seen, and I’m guessing you may have as well as posting that says The Church never closed, we 
are still active and praying and worshiping Our Lord, we just moved our services from our State Street 
location home. 
  

Your Session and Staff have been actively thinking and talking and looking at what is involved in us 
once more worshiping together.  It is not an easy proposition, as I am sure you can imagine.  Our hearts 
desire is to do just that; be together in Worship; but our prayers have led us to believe that we still              
don’t know enough about this virus to safely just go for it. 
  

Session in its meeting (our meetings are by Zoom and require a bit of a technology jump for a lot of us 
to make them work) on May 19

th
 discussed a plan for worship together.  Our primary concern continues 

to be the health of each person and your safety.  Because we know how contagious this virus is and           
because there is at present, no treatment or vaccine for the virus, Session is wanting to err on the side 
of caution.  As a result of that, Session has established a guide for us that is:  we want to see seventeen 
days of declining cases in Bowling Green and Warren County, at which time Session will meet again,            
in Special Session if need be, to appoint a date for us to begin to worship together again. 

  

Please bear in mind that we will need, even then, to take special precautions as we do come together;  
we will be sharing more with you about that as we approach that first time back together. 

  

In the meantime, we have upgraded our software for our streaming services. If you watched the recent 
Sunday Hymn Sing service, then you saw some of the results with the words to the hymns showing up 
on a split screen.  But wait, and you will soon see more of the enhancements in the coming Sundays. 

  

Our prayers are with you to be safe, and stay strong and know that you are loved. 
 
             Tim Leigh, Clerk of Session 
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NORMALLY, WE WOULD BE TALKING ABOUT OUR ANNUAL PICNIC. 
However, the circumstances this year will prevent our annual in-person           
worship and picnic.  BUT that doesn’t mean it’s totally cancelled.  Your            
Fellowship Committee (chaired by Bud Schlinker) is working on some            
creative plans to bring the ‘pig’ to you.  Since gathering for meals even when 
we are open again for in-person worship will not be possible, we are thinking 
with the Mission Committee about combining the Pig Pickin’ and our Habitat 
Luncheon.   We are seeking to honor our traditions, while continuing to keep 
people safe.  Stay tuned! 

 
 

THE MAY ISSUE of SOKY Magazine       
included a historical article featuring  

2 prominent Presbyterian judges.  
It is a read worth checking out—  

http://www.sokyhappenings.com/2020/04/remembering-john-barrett-rodes/ 
 

 
AS A COMMUNITY, IT IS HARD WHEN 
WE CANNOT GATHER.  Yet, we know 
we are united in Christ, even when we 
are worshiping virtually.  Eventually we 
will be able to open the building for in-
person worship (although there will be 
strict limits on how many people at once, 
along with a number of safety require-
ments, still in the works by Session).            
Actual fellowship time (including coffee/breakfast) will be among the last events we will be able 
to restart. This will also include in-person Sunday School classes (which are both learning and 
fellowship).  We urge you to take advantage of the increasing on-line group study options, and if 
you need assistance with getting started with zoom, there is help.  But pick up the phone and 
call someone in the church!  See how they’re doing – and if you hear of needs where we can 
help; let us know.  Be safe as we wait (not so patiently) for the time when we can gather again 
without restraint! 
 

TAKE THOSE PICTURES AND EMAIL US OR POST TO FACEBOOK!   
We love seeing all our beautiful faces at worship in our homes!   

 

 

Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam 
Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean 
Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy 
Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and 
David Sears.   Our church Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider 
Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Shannon             
Dyche, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, 
Cathey Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, 
Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken Royse, Susan 
Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 Church and Community 

 

   Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members 

and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 
 

To Ken and Donna Meredith in the death of Ruth Meredith 

To the family of David Coverdale 

To the family of Leslie Pope 

To the family of Cora Jane Spiller 
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FOR TWO MONTHS OR MORE the Saturday Meals program 
has been on hold due to Covid-19.  At this point, the group will be 
moving toward restarting weekly prep and delivery of meals to 
those who very much need them.  And they have a new home (at 
least for a while).  The meals will be prepared and served out of 
OUR CHURCH!   
 

Their long-time home of St. Joseph is under-going renovations 
and have asked them to move permanently.  Our Session agrees 

that hosting them is important, as many of our members are involved with prep and delivery on 
our assigned weeks.  We have a good kitchen for it, although we do not know about permanent 
‘housing’ as our kitchen does not meet Health Department standards (we may be able to rectify 
that at some point).   
5 

Once the Meals board decides when to restart, they will be using Fellowship Hall and our           
Kitchen every week unless we need it for something.  They will clean afterward. We don’t know 
what the rotation schedule will look like, but we will have our turn for  
providing volunteers, so watch for that information.   

 
OUR FOOD PANTRY continues to provide bags to those in need.  We are 
always in need of canned goods (soup, vegetables, fruit, chili, pastas, etc), dry 
rice, beans, peanut butter, snack items (granola bars, fruit cups, etc).  If you 
have some items to donate, come to the church and ring the bell and we’ll take 
your donations.  And thank you!   

 Missions 

 Financial Report 
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 June Birthdays 

June 2 

 Heather Murphy 

 Linda Stewart 

June 3 

 Connie DeVries 

June 5 

 Timothy Mauldin 

June 6 

 Marcheta White 

June 7 

 Martha Sue Williams 

June 8 

 Ruben Flynn 

June 9 

 John Gramling 

June 10 

 Julie Barrick 

 Bettye Brown 

June 12 

 Rett English 

 Beulah Hunt 

June 14 

 Patti Mauldin 

June 15 

 Mike Brown 

 Lisa Evans 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 16 

 Marie Mauldin 

 JAK Njoku 

June 18 

 Lucy English 

June 19 

 Vivien Seidler 

June 20 

 Melissa Johnson 

June 22 

 Nancy Carwell 

 John Trickey 

June 23 

 Nancy Moore 

June 24 

 Grant Burkeen 

 Abbey Jefferies 

June 25 

 Marleen Flynn 

 Connor Moore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 26 

 Julie Chapman 

 Adam Watson 

June 27 

 Leslee Kirkconnell 

 Jim Skaggs 

June 29 

 Liza Ahrendt 

 Myra Dwyer 

 Henry Hulan 

 Nate Stein 

 Margaret Watkins 

June 30 

 Laura Mullins 
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This calendar reflects what is currently scheduled, but may alter as our present situation 

changes. Events and meetings are in flux at present. Please check our 60-Second email and 

bulletin announcements regularly. Take care and stay safe! 

 June Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

5:00pm Bible 

Study (Zoom) 

  

 

2 
2:00pm  

Staff Meeting 
7:00pm Deacons 

(Zoom) 
  
  

3 
  
  
  

4 
  

5 
  

6 
  

7     Trinity Sunday 
8:30am Shalom  

Fellowship (Zoom) 
  
10:30am Worship 
1:00pm In Kahoots 

8 

5:00pm Bible 

Study (Zoom) 

 

  
 

9 
2:00pm  

Staff Meeting 
  
  

10 
  
7:00pm City of 

God class 

(thru WCPL) 
 

  
  
  

11 
  

12 
  

13 
  

14 
8:30am Shalom  

Fellowship (Zoom) 
  
 
10:30am Worship 
1:00pm In Kahoots 

15 

5:00pm Bible 

Study (Zoom) 

  

  

  
  

 

16 
11:00am Finance  

Min. (Zoom) 
2:00pm  

Staff Meeting 
7:00pm Session 

(Zoom) 
  

17 
  
7:00pm City of 

God class 

(thru WCPL) 

18 
  

19 
  

20 
  

21 
8:30am Shalom  

Fellowship (Zoom) 
  
10:30am Worship 
  
VBS online 
  

22 

5:00pm Bible 

Study (Zoom) 

23 
  
2:00pm  

Staff Meeting 
  
  

24 
  
7:00pm City of 

God class 

(thru WCPL) 
 

  
  

25 
  

26 
  

27 
 

28 
8:30am Shalom  

Fellowship (Zoom) 
 
10:30am Worship 
  
VBS online 
  

29 

5:00pm Bible 

Study (Zoom) 
  
  

30 
  
2:00pm  

Staff Meeting 
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The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707 
www.bgpres.org 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  
the good news of Jesus Christ in word  
and deed so that disciples are made by 
means of inspiring and engaging worship,  
relevant and reliable education,  
compassionate and caring fellowship, 
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  
to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

June 15 is the deadline for the July 2020 

newsletter. Please send your information to the  

church office at info@bgpres.org 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                                 Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                    Director of Christian Education 

Terry Johnson                                        Financial Administrator 

David Clarke                                                          Youth Ministry 

Wayne Pope                                                   Choir Director 

Steve Moore                                                           Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                                   Secretary 

Jenni Meredith             Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Heather Kirkconnell                                          Children’s Music 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Barbara Solberg-Hale                             Sunday Sexton 

Tim Leigh                                                            Clerk of Session  

 

june  

2020 


