
Page                                                                                                                                

 

 

  

  
 The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green, Kentucky 

  Volume 24                       April 2020                                        Issue 4 

 
 

     

 

 

 

Pastor’s Column        1    
 

Christian Educ.      2-3  
 

Church/Comm.       4-6 
 

Missions                  6-7  
 

Session Report          8  
    

Youth Ministry         9  
 

Financial Report       9 
                                                                         
Apr. Birthdays        10 
 

Apr. Calendar         11  
 

 I am interested, how the novel coronavirus, covid-19, rubs us the wrong 
way! We’re not used to being told what to do! We’re not used to having our 
conveniences (toilet paper!?) denied us.  We don’t like the isolation of social 
distancing. We don’t want the additional worry of getting sick. 
 What do people of faith do when they are inconvenienced? Ordinarily, 
we’d get together, and try to help each other; but that’s not workable just 
now. Inconvenienced people might be likely to take more time for prayer, 
except that we’re out of practice on that. Christians, whose lives have taken 
on a resurrection shape, may say, “These days are dark and discouraging, 
but Easter’s coming!” But, it appears that our gathering for worship on  
Easter is among all the many things that the coronavirus has threatened. 
 We’re stuck. We’re caught flat-footed. None of our usual solutions are 
appropriate.  
 O.K. I’ve outlined the problem. Now, a couple of ideas: 
 1. We are people who can take comfort in every day, and in all              
situations. The Apostle Paul writes, “…just as the sufferings of Christ are 
abundant for us, so also consolation is abundant through Christ.                    
(II Corinthians 1:5) The beautiful and grace-filled Heidelberg Catechism 
asks, “What is your only comfort in life and in death?” And the answer is: 
“That I am not my own, but belong—body and soul, in life and in death—           
to my faithful savior, Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins… he has 
set e free from the tyranny of the devil… he watches over me in such a way 
that not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in heaven; 
in fact, all things must work together for my salvation.” 
 2. We are people of profound hope. God, who made us will not forget 
us. The past, present, and future belong to God, who has created it all. 
What will happen is in God’s hands. “He will dwell with them as their God; 
and they will be his peoples, and God himself will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will 
be no more, for the first things have passed away.” (Revelation 21:3-4) 
 3. We are people whose first words, every day, should be words of 
thanksgiving.  
 4. We are a people on an adventure, which is the journey of faith and 
life with God. 
 5. The church, because it is the Body of Christ in this age, cannot be 
lost, and cannot fail. Think of the hymn, The Church of Christ in Every Age: 
“The church of Christ in every age, beset by change but Spirit led, must 
claim and test its heritage and keep on rising from the dead.” Amen and 
amen. 
  Know that you are loved, 
       Matthew 
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 Christian Education 

PLEASE NOTE ALL EVENT SUBJECT TO CHANGE/POSTPONING AS REQUIRED.  
CHECK OUR WEBSITE/FACEBOOK FOR UP TO DATE INFORMATION.  
 

Our Annual Easter Egg Hunt is Saturday April 11, 10:30am-Noon 

at 1740 Greenview Lane (rain venue is the church).  Games, creative 

activities, cake walk, egg hunting and more!  Separate hunting areas 

for children under 5.  Our youth help organize and run this fun event.  

Invite a friend to join us!  We will evaluate whether to hold this event 

when we are closer, depending upon the situation in our area,  

and with recommendations from authorities.  If we opt to cancel  

for this date, we WILL have an Egg Hunt later this spring!   

 
 
Individually Wrapped Candy Is Needed for our Egg Hunt!  You may drop bags in the         
office until April 9. 
 

 
Vacation Bible School is June 7-10 at Christ Episcopal Church.  ‘Great 
Big Beautiful World’  is our theme and we will be learning about creation and 
how we can help care for the earth.   As always, we will start with dinner at 
5:30, and begin our program at 6, concluding by 8.  VOLUNTEERS ARE  
ALWAYS NEEDED!  Watch for our sign up soon.  Children’s Registration 
will open in early May.   
 
 

SUMMER MUSIC AND ART CAMP – a NEW venture!  July 6-9, 5:30-8:00pm.  
We will begin with dinner, similar to VBS, but then it will be different!  Our two 
foci will each have one hour.  Two groups – one Rising (completed Kindergar-
ten) First Grade to rising 5

th
 grade; one Youth rising 6

th
 grade to 12

th
 Grade.  

Each group will have an opportunity to explore art techniques, participate in 
making music through various means and fellowship.  Help will be needed –  
especially with dinner M-W.  Registration will open in early May, for both  
children/youth and volunteers.   
   
 
COOKING HELP NEEDED for Vacation Bible School and Music/Art Camp!  Our two VBS 
days are Monday and Wednesday .  See Leslee Kirkconnell if you can help (approximately 4-
6:30pm on June 8 & 10).  Our need for Music and Art will be Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
(Thursday will be family potluck).  
 
 



Page  3                                                                                                                             

 
 Christian Education 

UNTIL WE ARE ABLE TO RE-GATHER, please expect  
regular emails with faith building activities to come to your  
inbox.  Leslee Kirkconnell will send home lesson plans,  
worship bulletins and other suggestions for families to do  
particularly on Sundays, but appropriate at any time.  The  
worship bulletins will correspond to the particular Sunday,  
and can help young worshippers as they listen/watch our 
livestream.   

 
 
PHOTO CHALLENGE!   
Let’s see each other in  
pictures even if we can’t  
see each other in person! 
Take pictures of your family tuning into our Livestream and of you          
working on Sunday school lessons together.  We will feature some 

on our website and Facebook page.  EVERYONE CAN PARTICIPATE!  Singles, couples,            
families – EVERYONE!   We are still a community although for the moment scattered.  God is 
with us, uniting us.  Share your pictures and we will BE together!  You can post to our Facebook 
page or email Leslee or David. 
 
 
DURING THIS TIME WHEN WE MUST BE APART – continuing your faith journey becomes 
more important than ever!  Here are some particular activities, especially in a time of fear and 
uncertainty.  While they have been designed with particular ages in mind, they are doable by  
just about anyone with some creative adaptation.   
 

https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/help-with-heavy                           
Young children often have trouble when things are scary, and with            
our daily lives being disrupted, here is help to talk about how God                   
is with us always.   

Why do bad things happen? Is a question many of us struggle with.               
These activities can help families with older children/teens and also             
adults who wonder ‘Why?’   
 

https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/why-do-bad-things-happen  

https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/when-bad-things-happen  

mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
mailto:david.clarke@bgpres.org
https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/help-with-heavy
https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/why-do-bad-things-happen
https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/when-bad-things-happen
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PLANS FOR HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SUNDAY 
 

At the time of issuing this newsletter, it is too early to determine with           
assurance what our church may safely plan for Easter Sunday.  
 

We will celebrate! ... if it becomes possible to worship together in our 
sanctuary. All of us hope for this outcome, but the decisions will need          
to be made when we know more, and as the situation develops. We           
will still continue to have services if we must offer worship online, as we 
have done in March, since the COVID-19 concerns made closing the 
sanctuary necessary.  
 

Several options have been considered, such as a later Easter service, 
possible outdoor options, or a livestream of Easter Worship on Easter 

day. We are still waiting, with all of you, to see what the immediate future holds. The well-being 
of our community along with our congregation must be the primary consideration.  
 

Please check our church website, watch for emails, texts, online posts and phone calls with 
more information as we progress. Keep in touch with your church friends and exchange          
information whenever you can!  When we are confident about the specifics of how we can            
celebrate this Holy Week and Easter we will send out updates. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members and 
friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 

 

To the family and friends of Margaret “Peggy” Truman      

 

EASTER IS APRIL 12.  If circumstances allow, we will have our early 
Sunrise service, followed by fellowship and then Sunday School at 
9:30am.  (All is subject to change depending on our situation at the time.)  
Bring a breakfast item to share, we’ll gather beginning at 8:30am (please 
come when you can).  We will have cereal and milk here, we would love 
your casseroles, sweet breads, fruit, etc.  Please look for up to date            
information on our website or 60-Second email.  
 

Easter Sunday   

7:30am  Sunrise Worship 

8:30am Fellowship and Breakfast 

9:30am Sunday School 

10:30am Easter Worship 

 Church and Community 
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 Church and Community 

EASTER LILIES are available for purchase to honor or          
remember loved ones on Easter Sunday. Forms are available           
in church office, or you may call in with your information, to  
eserve a lily or to make a donation in honor of those special          
people.  Whatever our Easter Worship service may look like,           
we will find a way to incorporate the lilies on Easter Day. The  
last date for ordering will be Monday, April 6th. 

PLEASE NOTE ALL EVENT SUBJECT TO CHANGE/POSTPONING 
AS REQUIRED.  CHECK OUR WEBSITE/FACEBOOK  

FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.  
 
 
THURSDAY APRIL 9 is Maundy Thursday.  We <hope> 
we will be able to gather for a meal and then worship.  We 
will certainly gather for on-line streaming if coming together 
is still not possible.  BUT IN HOPES WE CAN: we will need 
help for our meal.  Sign up here:   
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-
maundy  
 
LOOKING AHEAD – Pentecost is Sunday May 31.  We will have our 
Annual Butterfly Release following worship and then feast together!            
Details to come on our lunch (we may reschedule the Potato Party for 
that day).  But plan now to join us for worship and butterflies and lunch!  
 
GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP  On Good Friday, April 10, we <hope> will 
have worship in the Sanctuary at 12:00pm. All are welcome; bring a 
friend for this special Good Friday service.  (subject to change) 
 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

MANY, MANY THANKS to so many of you who respond generously 
to requests for food for our church events.  Breakfast Casseroles        
prepared for the Holiday Market in early December have fed our Room in 
the Inn guests all winter long.  Though the intention was to sell these as a 
fundraiser for Habitat, our ministries are still served.  Baked goods left 
from Youth fundraisers were given as Christmas gifts to our shut-ins after 
Caroling.  These are just two examples of the wonderful way our church 
practices hospitality to those in our church family and those who have 
special needs.    
 
CIRCLES The Presbyterian Women’s Circle meetings are on hiatus 
for the present time. Decisions will be made as circumstances change, 
but the Circles hope to resume meetings in May. We pray that this will be 
possible. The final lunch & installation of officers will hopefully take place 
in June. Keep watching for more information. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-maundy
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-maundy
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 Church and Community 

WORSHIP 
Guidelines & Practices in “A” Presbyterian Church and in  

“The” Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green 
 

      This series is offered in our monthly newsletter to assist the members and visitors understand why 
we worship as we do.  These reflections coincide with studies that are currently in progress to examine 
the vitality of our congregation under the broad-based study for a MATTHEW 25 congregation. 
 

                                                            FORM AND FREEDOM 
 

    A great deal of attention each week is devoted to the preparation of a bulletin: it must LOOK            
attractive, it must show grammatical correctness, AND it must show order for the congregation’s            
participation.   That said, we know some Christian assemblies have no such printed guideline. There 
may be a song leader who acts as a moderator (Lay Reader); there may be a person who calls the 
group to prayer; there will be a preaching type (set aside by prayer and laying on of hands…studied 
and/or Seminary trained) who “convicts” or leads people to Christ.  That simplified observation describes 
the “free-form” assembly.  Such description of worship and leadership style is not descriptive of             
traditional Presbyterian worship. 
 

    Presbyterians (and other Reformed denominations) practice worship  
under guidelines which are Biblically based and found in The Book of Order.  
Chapter headings in that book include DIRECTORY FOR WORSHIP.            
Subheadings include SOURCES OF ORDER, FORM AND FREEDOM,          
A ROYAL PRIESTHOOD, PRAYERFUL PREPARATION, gifts for service 
for DEACONS, RULING ELDERS, MINISTERS OF THE WORD AND          
SACRAMENT.   All of those paragraphs give guidelines for service and 
preparation.  These writings, just to quote a few, are spiritually-based:  
(Example, for Elders:  “Ruling elders are called to nurture the Common life 
of the people of God through their gifts of discernment and governance.  

They should also cultivate an ability to teach the Word when called upon to do so….”   Example for          
ministers:  “Ministers of the Word and Sacrament are called to proclaim the Word, preside at the          
Sacraments, and equip the people for ministry in Jesus’ name.  Specifically, ministers of the Word and 
Sacrament are responsible for the selection of music to be sung, printed worship aids or media           
presentation for a given service, and the use of drama, dance and other art forms in a particular service 
of worship.” 
 

It is no wonder that when there is a service for ordination, a real sense of spirituality is present as 
the candidates promise, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to do and honor and aspire to meet those vows. 
Thus, even for all those listed requirements, there is great room for the ordained PERSON to fall under 
effects of emotion, even for congregants who witness and promise to support. 
 

    Within the FORM, then, in the services of The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green, how might 
the worshiper be engaged sincerely, as opposed to carelessly, by a service of worship?  Certainly in 
HEARING the scriptural passages chosen for the day; certainly in the times when SILENT and VOICED 
prayer is the focus; certainly in the text of HYMNS sung; certainly in the illustrations and emphasis of 
explication of THE WORD; certainly in the music presented…maybe not all of those listings at the same 
time. (The next months’ reflections will focus on individual parts of the Order of Service.) 
 
                                                                                                Thomas N. Moody, for Worship Ministry 
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Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean 
Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and 
David Sears.   Our church Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Shannon 
Dyche, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David         
Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 Missions 

OUR OUTREACH MINISTRIES ARE CONTINUING during this 

time of social distancing.  As long as the Office is able to remain 

open, we will help with bags of food from the Food Pantry.              

BUT EXTRA HELP IS NEEDED!  As long as stores (rightfully)            

keep limits in place, we are having a harder time keeping shelves 

stocked.  Please pick up canned goods – vegetables, fruit, snack 

items (granola bars, breakfast bars etc), 18oz Peanut butter,            

canned pasta, soup (NOT condensed) etc.   

 

WE WILL DELIVER!  If you are not able to leave your home to get groceries, please let us 

know!  We will arrange for a delivery of needed items.  Call the Office.   

 

3 CENTS A MEAL OFFERING was scheduled for March 29.  We will postpone, and            

probably wait until the next scheduled collection which is May 31 (which is also Pentecost).   

 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING OFFERING  

This offering is normally collected on Easter Sunday.            

We will gratefully take any contributions you wish to give  

for this.  There are envelopes if you have the offering            

envelope box, or you may send a check with memo “OGHS.”  The needs will be greater with the 

pandemic and the three entities that benefit will all need extra support!  Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program and Self-Development of People will all be working  

to help us through and beyond this current crisis and every gift helps!   
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Wow, a lot has changed in a short time, hasn’t it? I hope this note finds each of you feeling 
good and safe. 
 
Your Session has continued to meet, now through a virtual meeting; it worked!   
  
It is so important in this time of what we call “social distancing” to stay in touch and, if anything, 
get more engaged with one another.  Reach out to everyone you know and see how they 
are.  Where you learn of challenges people are having, please share with us so others in the 
church can lend a hand. (albeit a hand from an acceptable distance). 
  
We have had our first live-streaming-only services this past month, and our first live-streaming           
Lenten services these past Wednesdays.  Both were excellent, and if you have not seen these           
services then you can go to our website and watch them by clicking on the link to each, or hit 
the blue link here: (http://www.youtube.com/user/MrDavidMuffett)  I know you will be pleased 
and inspired from doing so! 
  
As we move forward let me also ask that you remember to share your pledge / tithe with          
the church.  All of our budget needs are still being met, our Food Pantry is busy, and we             
anticipate as the days of isolation and people being left without work that those demands              
will increase.  You can send your pledge to the church the old fashioned way… by mail, to:  
The Presbyterian Church, 1003 State Street, Bowling Green, KY 42101, or you can make a            
donation on-line by going to the blue link here:  https://bgpres.org/give    This is a secure site            
so you can trust it. 
  
Finally, let me again ask that you make extra effort to stay in touch, by phone, by text,                    
on-line.  We may be needing to keep six feet apart from one another but we can still, as the 
phone company use to say:  Reach Out and Touch Someone, Reach Out and Just Say Hi! 
  
Stay safe, healthy and in the midst of all this weather, stay dry! 
  
If I or any of our Elders or Deacons can be of service to you please let us know. All of us and 
our staff are but a phone call away.  Know you are loved! 
 
-Tim Leigh, Clerk of Session 

 Session Report 

http://www.youtube.com/user/MrDavidMuffett
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April 11th is our Annual Easter Egg Hunt. It will be held at the Franklins farm, weather 
and other circumstances permitting. (If the weather does not work in our favour we will meet at 
the church instead.) Watch for more information closer to the date.  
 
April 12th is Easter Sunday so we will have no Youth Group this night. 
 
April 19th the youth are planning to hold a service project where they will pack hygiene 
kits that can be distributed to the homeless. To donate or get involved speak to the youth or 
David Clarke for more information. 
 
April 26th will be our youth Graduate Sunday. This will be our Sunday service to cele-
brate the graduation of youth and college students. This service will be planned and led by the 
youth! Please plan to come along and celebrate our youth, and to support them as they lead 
our worship service.  

 Youth Report 

 Financial Report 
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 April Birthdays 

April 2 

 Cathey Green 

April 3 

 Rocky Cooper 

 Leah Watson 

April 4 

 Jamie Embry 

 Charlie Evans 

April 5 

 Rosemary Henry 

April 6 

 Tina Coates 

April 7 

 Tanner Polen 

April 8 

 Ryan Crocker 

 John Fitts 

 Cameron Lebedinsky 

April 11 

 John Grise 

 Wayne Pope 

 Lillian Simpson 

April 13 

 Jenna Begley 

 Drew Crocker 

 

 

 

April 16 

 Cameron Pauquette 

April 17 

 Kate Bigler 

 Elizabeth Leverette 

April 19 

 Susan Webb 

April 21 

 Carlie Bowen 

 Claire Ellington 

April 22 

 Meg Webb 

 Judy Whitson 

April 23 

 Shannon Dyche 

April 25 

 Paul Just II 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April 27 

 Bob Franklin 

 Susan Thomison 

April 29 

 Jim Tyrie 

April 30 

 Nick Rabold 

 

  

 

  

  

   

  

 

  

   

 

  

 



Page  11                                                                                                                             

 
 April Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

5:00pm  

Chancel Choir 

6:05pm Worship 

2 
  

3 
  

4 
  

5    Palm Sunday 

 
8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Children’s  

Music 
9:30am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
5:30pm Youth Group 

  

6 
 
12:00pm 

Holy Week Svc. 

-Chr. Episc. 

5:00pm Bible 

Study 

 
  

 

7 
 
11:00am Special 

Care 
12:00pm  Holy 

Week Svc. 

 - Presbyterian 

2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
 
7:00pm Deacons 
  

8 

 
12:00pm 

Holy Week Svc. 

-1st Christian 

  
  

9            Maundy  

             Thursday 
 
12:00pm 

Holy Week Svc. 

-SSUMC 

6:00pm Maundy 

Thursday Dinner 

& Worship 

10      Good  

           Friday 
 
12:00pm 

Good Friday 

Service 
  
 
  

11 

10:30am 

Easter Egg 

Hunt 

12      Easter , OGHS 

  
7:30am Sunrise Service 
8:30am Fellowship 
9:30am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am Youth Council 
  

13 

  

Office Closed 

5:00pm Bible 

Study 

  

14 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
7:00pm Sunny 16 

Camera Club 
  

15 
  

16 
  

17 
  

18 
  

19 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Children’s  

Music 
9:30am Sunday School 
9:45am Sunday Circle 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am CE Ministry 
5:30pm Youth Group 

20 

5:00pm Bible 

Study 
  

21 

11:00am Special 

Care 
11:00am Finance 

Min. 
1:00pm CUICHM 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
6:00pm Chairs mtg. 
7:00pm Session 

22 

5:00pm  

Chancel Choir 

23 
  

24 

 

25 
  

26      

8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Children’s  

Music 
9:30am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am Missions 
5:30pm Youth Group 

27 

5:00pm Bible 

Study 
  

28 

11:00am Special 

Care. 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
5:00pm Uspiritus 
  
  

29 

5:00pm  

Chancel Choir 

30 
  

 

Changes are likely  

for this calendar  

due to the  

community health  

situation! 

 

Please check our  

website for updates! 
 

This calendar includes events which we are hoping will still be happening as scheduled.   

We must re-evaluate our plans as the situation evolves.   

PLEASE NOTE ALL EVENTS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE / POSTPONING AS REQUIRED.  

CHECK OUR WEBSITE / FACEBOOK FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.  
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The Presbyterian Church 
1003 State Street 
Bowling Green, KY  42101 
(270) 843-4707 
 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-Profit Organization 
Permit No. 202 

U.S. Postage Paid 
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The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707 
www.bgpres.org 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  

the good news of Jesus Christ in word  

and deed so that disciples are made by 

means of inspiring and engaging worship,  

relevant and reliable education,  

compassionate and caring fellowship, 

meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  

to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

April 15 is the deadline for the May 2020 

newsletter. Please send your information to the  

church office at info@bgpres.org 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                                 Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                    Director of Christian Education 

Terry Johnson                                        Financial Administrator 

David Clarke                                                          Youth Ministry 

Wayne Pope                                                   Choir Director 

Steve Moore                                                           Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                                   Secretary 

Jenni Meredith             Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Heather Kirkconnell                                          Children’s Music 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Barbara Solberg-Hale                             Sunday Sexton 

Tim Leigh                                                            Clerk of Session  


