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 We are a Matthew 25 church.  With other congregations and           
presbyteries throughout our denomination, the PC(USA), we pledge to act 
boldly and compassionately in service to people who are hungry,                    
oppressed, imprisoned, or poor. Matthew 25:31-46 calls us to actively           
engage in our community and the world around us. We will do this by           
embracing these areas of focus: 
 

Building Congregational Vitality 
Dismantling Structural Racism 
Eradicating Systemic Poverty 
 

 Each of us has a story or two to tell about the vitality of our faith, and 
about our own connection to prejudice and poverty. These stories will open 
the way for us to understand ourselves as we take up the Matthew 25           
invitation. 

 Perhaps you have worked hard, been careful with money, and put 
away a modest retirement nest egg. You have never been poor, but you 
understand the pressures of maintaining, feeding, and educating a family 
on a budget. Your wisdom, borne out of your unique experience, is           
important in our discussions. 

 Your story may include cringing now over memories of “Whites Only” 
facilities. You may have heard insensitive jokes being told, or been            
confused and afraid during times of racial tension.  Your perspective is           
valuable. 

 Maybe you are involved in a Bible study, or are reading through the  
Bible with our congregation, or have had some other meaningful                       
experience of Christian discipleship. If your faith is vital, of if you are              
interested in spiritual growth, we need to talk. 

Have you seen some practical, workable ways to help the poor? 
Do you remember you’re the first experience that made you aware  
of racism? 
What does it feel like to give financial help to someone, or to receive it? 
In what experiences has your faith been fed recently? 
To what, or to whom, do you turn, to give your life its deepest joy? 
How much is too much; and what is simply not enough? 
Have you endured prejudice? How did it feel? Does time heal the sting? 
What’s your reflection on our congregation’s mission statement: 
“Sharing the Vitality of Christ, Loving, Serving, Welcoming All?” 
 

Think on these things, and let’s share our thoughts. 
 

Know you are loved, 
                                     Matthew 
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 Christian Education 

Each month, Leslee Kirkconnell meets with some of  
our Preschool Learning Center parents (POPS) in our 
Nursery for a time of coffee and conversation.  This is a 
time for building relationships, sharing ideas about  
parenting and just enjoying good fellowship.  Coffee and 
light refreshments are provided and the group is always 
very appreciative of the yummy goodies.  If you would  
like to provide some treats for our group, you may  
contact Leslee Kirkconnell for open dates (March, April or May).  We generally meet on a  
Tuesday and Wednesday (occasionally Wed/Thurs), so there is need for enough for two days 
with about 6-8 in attendance each time, and baked goods need to be gluten free.   
 

 
Vacation Bible School. We’re several months out, but mark your  
calendars!  June 7-10, 5:30-8:00pm at Christ Episcopal Church!   All children 
who will be 3 by July 31 through rising 5

th
 grade will be eligible.  And our  

wonderful volunteers will be needed as well.  We will be using MennoMedia’s 
Great Big Beautiful World.  Details to be leaked as they become available!  
Stay tuned!   

 
 
Middle School Montreat Conference for all who will be rising 6

th
 

to rising 9
th
 grade this coming fall.  July 15-19 at Maryville College, 

this is a Montreat experience for middle school youth.  We have three 
signed up to go and want more!  A $100 deposit is due as soon as 
possible – please note MS Montreat and give to David Clarke.  The total cost is $500, minus 
$75 for each of our two fundraisers worked by attendees.   
 
 

Upcoming Dates for your Calendar: 
February 2 –  SOUPER BOWL LUNCHEON AND RISE AGAINST HUNGER 

February 4-5 - POPS (Parents of Preschoolers), 9:00am Nursery 
February 9 – Youth Council, 11:30am 
February 11 – Meeting of Presbytery 
February 16 - Christian Education Ministry 11:30am. 
February 23 – Adult Plenary Class, 9:30am Fellowship Hall with  

                                 Ray Jones 
      February 26– Ash Wednesday Dinner and Worship  
      February 29– Saturday Meals (at St. Joseph’s Church) 
      March 15 Potato Party – Youth Trip Fundraiser 
 
 
 

mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org


Page  3                                                                                                                             

 

We will welcome the Rev. Dr. Ray Jones to our church on  
Sunday February 23.  He will be helping us to understand the            
Matthew 25 initiative that our church is participating in with many 
others across  the denomination.  At 9:30am ALL ADULTS are         
invited to Fellowship Hall to hear him speak about this important 
project.  He will preach the word at 10:30am as well.  Join us and 
help Ray feel welcome to  
our wonderful church!   
 

 
HELP US BE BETTER!  The Christian Education Ministry is working  
on visioning and dreaming into the future.  We have published a survey 
to gather input from YOU!  You can access it on our website here.         
We need your responses by February 5.  Paper copies have been in        
the bulletin and are available in the office – those may be left in Mary  
Evans’ box.  

 
 
A time when we think of love….  And let us remember that  
God has claimed us and loves us every day of every week of every 
year!  Talking with your loved ones about what God is doing in  
your life is important to your faith journey.  Here are some activities  
to get you started!  

            https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/valentine-prayers   
 

Winter is a season of rest and cold and dark, although we are gradually seeing light return.   
For some it can be a difficult time of year.  Here’s how to pray for others who might  
especially struggle with challenges during this season.   
https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/winter-s-prayer-list   
 

All couples need to attend to their relationship, to keep it healthy and growing.   
Learning to speak in love is important, even when it might be hard, but it can be done!   
https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/love-and-respect 

 Christian Education 

https://forms.gle/vMVLEkFnR67ny33q6
https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/valentine-prayers
https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/winter-s-prayer-list
https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/love-and-respect
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 Church and Community 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY  We celebrate Ash Wednesday on February 26th. Please 
join us for dinner and worship on that Wednesday. We are planning a simple 
meal of soup and bread, beginning at 6:00pm. Worship will follow at 7:00pm. 
Dinner will be $5.00/person. Please call the church office to let us know if you 
plan to come for the meal. 
 

 
ASHES ON THE SIDEWALK  The imposition of Ashes will be offered on Ash Wednesday, at 
noon. Join us outside the church on the sidewalk of 10th Street by the courtyard fence! Any downtown 
passersby or church members who wish to receive ashes may stop and participate in this community 
outreach. 
 
 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL OFFERING FOR JANUARY - MARCH will be dedicated 
for our Youth to assemble Clean- Up Buckets.  These buckets, used by Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance and Church World Service, help in times of disaster with some 
basic supplies to get started with clean-up efforts.  Barbara Solberg-Hale is leading 
this effort.  Our February Buck in a Basket offering will also be dedicated to this.  The 
cost of a clean-up bucket is around $75, and dollars donated will allow the youth to 
purchase the necessary items. Your generosity is much appreciated!   
 

 

SATURDAY MEALS returns February 29.  Help is needed that morning            

beginning at 6:30am to sort and pack and deliver meals (beginning at 8:30am).           

Judy Clark is coordinating our volunteers.  Please contact her at 270-779-1600 or          

by email.   Future dates are May 30, August 29, and November 28. 

 

 

PRESCHOOL LEARNING CENTER  Registration begins on Wednesday,            
February 19 for the Fall school year.  We offer classes for 2, 3, and 4 year 
olds.  Your child must be the age of the class by  August 1st of that school 
year.  The PLC has  been a ministry of the church for more than  25 years.  Tell 
your friends and  neighbors!  We are a quality program that adheres to a philoso-
phy of growing God’s children spiritually, socially, and academically, with an         
emphasis on Kindergarten Readiness.  Packets are available in the church          
office.  You can email Dana or call for more information.  plcdirector@bgpres.org / 
270-282-5140.  

 
 
THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S VALENTINE TEA will be held Sunday, February 9th from                  
2-4pm.  It will take place at the Covington house at 1412 Sherwood Dr, Bowling Green, KY. One need 
not be a circle member to attend! 

 
 

mailto:judy068clark@outlook.com
mailto:plcdirector@bgpres.org
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The Best Night Ever  
of Holiday Room In The Inn [RITI] Hosting 

 

And the prize goes to . . .  
 

  . . . ’the prize', if there actually were a prize, would go to   

our Elders.  It is with a note of disappointment that I, a Deacon,  

give this report.   
 

 I don't recall how it actually began in one of our Deacons’ meetings, but it was decided 

that the Deacons would challenge the Elders in competition to provide the 'the Best          

Night Ever' for RITI.  Here is the challenge, giving special consideration to menu, table 

decorations, hospitality and entertainment, the Deacons selected the first date.  So, about 

three weeks ago we, the Deacons, provided what we were sure would be the best night ever 

for our RITI guests.   
 

 We had festive holiday elements decorating the tables, we had the ever popular           

'Ray Burgers' with all the fixin's and three sides, potato salad, coleslaw, and baked beans, 

followed by ice cream sandwiches. To add to the evening we had our very own David       

Muffet, Ernie Small and Wayne Pope providing live Christmas music.  The evening was very 

well received and our guests were still talking about it the next day.  How could the Elders 

beat that?!  Hmmm, . . . all too easily it would appear.   
 

 The Elders very closely mirrored the Deacons’ evening, but after we had set the bar, 

the Elders came in just a little bit better on every level of judging, except hosting- 

where  both groups tied.  The Elders served Adam Hunt's BBQ Pulled Pork and BBQ Short 

Ribs, coleslaw, baked beans and Mac 'n Cheese, Cornbread rolls and an assortment of  

homemade and store bought  cookies.  They, too, provided live Christmas music featuring 

David Muffet, Ernie Small, and the Kernohan boys, Stuart and Samuel.  My hat's off to the          

Elders, who, fair and square provided the Best Night Ever for our friends in need.   
 

 And a big THANK YOU, to ALL you wonderful saints who                 

participated in this fun challenge that blessed so many.  I love the 

way this church pulls together to do God's work.  I hope it was a 

Merry Christmas for you all, and God bless you as well!  Thank you, 

from the bottom of my little heart, I love you all. 
 

           - Rider Allen 

 Missions 
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SOUPER BOWL LUNCHEON is all about the food and fellow-

ship, raising money for our Food Pantry AND RISE AGAINST 

HUNGER!  Our Youth organize and lead this and all the          

proceeds (donations) go 100% to the Food Pantry.   We need 

your culinary deliciousness.  Click here to sign up to contribute 

soup or sandwiches or dessert.  Then join us for a feast on          

February 2, 11:30am in Fellowship Hall!  Following our meal, we will work  together for a couple 

hours to pack 15,000 packages that will contain 90,000 meals, to be distributed to vulnerable 

populations around the globe.  And thanks to generous benefactors, we have 

raised ALL THE $2800 NEEDED for this project!  We are the FIRST             

organization in Kentucky to hold this event, and we hope to do more in the 

future.  

 

 

SATURDAY MEALS returns February 29.  Help is needed that 

morning beginning at 6:30am to sort and pack and deliver meals

(beginning at 8:30am).  Judy Clark is coordinating our volunteers.  

Please contact her at 779-1600 or by email.   Future dates are May 

30, August 29, and November 28. 

 

 

THE FOOD PANTRY is running low!  With cold weather we have seen an increased need 

for food aid.  Next time you shop, please consider picking up one or more items needed:  dry 

beans (pinto, black, kidney, lentils), white rice, peanut butter (18oz size only), saltines, canned 

goods:  soup (NOT condensed), can fruit, can vegetables-no peas, canned beans, pasta,  

tuna, etc.  Your items may go in the drawers underneath the stairs.  Many, many thanks!   

 

ROOM IN THE INN continues until March 12, with possible extension to 26
th
 as 

weather dictates.  Volunteers are always needed. Sign-up sheets are in the 10
th
 

Ave Lobby. Questions about providing dinner can be answered by Shannon         

Dyche.  We have put together a booklet with suggestions about how to provide a 

substantial meal for 30 people.  Groups or committees are encouraged to sign up 

for dinner – many hands, light work!  Breakfast is coordinated by Cathey Green.  

General questions about helping – see David Coverdale.  RITI is an important 

ministry of this congregation and something all ages can help!   

 

 Missions 

https://perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=IIRT4741
mailto:judy068clark@outlook.com
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Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, Mary Evans, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Jean 
Harris, Wayne Hendrix, Tim Leigh, Nathan Love, Nancy Moore, Mike Morse, Pamela Napier, Bud Schlinker, and 
David Sears.   Our church Deacons: Angie Alexieff, Rider Allen, Rob Byrd, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Shannon 
Dyche, Ray Elms, Kim Ferguson, Kathleen Gildersleeve, Cathey Green, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David         
Muffett, Annette Parkerson, Teri Polen, Charlotte Prow, Ken Royse, Susan Thomison and Judy Whitson. 

 Missions 

BUCK IN A BASKET for February will go for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance Clean Up 

Buckets.  This is a project that  Barbara Solberg-Hale is asking the congregation to support.  

Money will be collected and the youth will go shopping for the items needed for each bucket 

(the approximate cost for one bucket is around $75).  Buckets will be assembled and shipped 

to a distribution center.  The Sunday School Offering for the first quarter (January – March) is 

also designated for Clean Up Buckets.   

 

   Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members and  
   friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 

 

To the family and friends of Bell Muth 

To Melissa Johnson in the death of her father Robert Crumby 
To Bettye and Joel Brown in the death of Bettye’s sister Mary Ann Dickey 

To Michael and Anita Shearer in the death of Mike’s father Marcus Lisle Shearer 

OUR CHURCH PANTRY distributed 101 bags of food in the 
month of December.  Our usual monthly average is around 100 bags. 
Please consider bringing canned goods in for the needy to receive 
from our Food Pantry.  Donations of food goods may be left in the 
designated drawers under the stairs in the 10

th
 Street lobby. We can 

also make use of used plastic grocery bags, or soaps and  toiletries. 
We thank all who help to contribute to this ministry.   
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This year our SOUPER BOWL OF CARING event will be on  
February 2nd. The proceeds from this year’s event will go towards  
our participation in the Rise Against Hunger event, which will happen 
after we eat. Once we have finished eating we will proceed to pack 
meals that will be distributed across the country to those in need.  
https://perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=IIRT4741&v=cd824beb5f 

 
SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP is back up and running as normal. We meet at the 
church from 5-7pm for some food fun and fellowship. If you are interested in providing food  
and joining our youth for dinner on Sunday nights you can sign up with the link below, or 
through the link that is on our website. Staying to eat with the youth group is encouraged  
and is a great chance to get to know the amazing students that attend.   
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0f4ea5a729a5f58-youth2 

 
OUR ELDERS will be helping with our Youth on Sunday nights starting in 
February.  We are asking them to come and participate at their level of comfort - 
provide a meal and eat with the youth, or talk about their faith journey and their 
work in the church, lead an activity, or really just something they want to share. 
We are working to deepen relationships between adults in the church and our 
youth and we invite ANYONE in the congregation to join us! If you would like to 
come on a Sunday night, please speak with David Clarke (and we promise you  
will not be left alone). 
 
March 15th will be our POTATO PARTY youth fundraiser - 
More details will follow closer to the time.  

 Youth Ministry 

https://perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=IIRT4741&v=cd824beb5f
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0f4ea5a729a5f58-youth2
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 February Birthdays 

February 3 

 Sarah Glenn Grise 

February 4 

 Jane Anderson 

 Linda Flynn 

 Janet Schwarzkopf 

February 5 

 Lisa Murphy 

February 7 

 Ava Elliott 

 Todd Willian 

February 8 

 Jayne Freeman 

 Terry Johnson 

 Beth Pope 

 Lisa Ramsing 

February 9 

 Glen Williams 

February 10 

 Roy Beard 

 Ken Meredith II 

February 12 

 Georgeanna Capito 

 Jim Harris 

 Larry Pack 

February 13 

 Jim Croxton 

 

February 14 

 Annette Parkerson 

 JoAnn Pearson 

February 15 

 Ken Royse 

 Dorothy Willoughby 

February 16 

 Ward Begley 

 Barbara English 

February 19 

 Caroline Wedge 

February 20 

 Mark Bigler 

 Jacob Ellington 

 Quinn Ellington 

February 21 

 Dirichi Njoku 

February 22 

 Randy Carter 

 Bri Trickey 

 Stefan Trickey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 23 

 Arnie Petrus 

February 24 

 Winkie Huddleston 

 Eagan Webb 

February 26 

 Craig Heller 

February 27 

 Ruth Brown 

 Kelly Goad 

February 28 

 Merrilyn Calhoun 

 Sally Calkins 
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 February Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

            1 
  

2 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Children’s 

Music 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am Souper 

Bowl/ 
RAH 
  

3 

11:00am Circle 3 

5:00pm Bible 

Study 
  

4 

11:00am Special 

Care 
  
7:00pm Deacons 
  

5 

7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 

6 

6:00pm RITI 

7 
  

8 
Terry’s bday 

9 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Children’s 

Music 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
9:45am Sunday Cir-

cle 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am  CE Min. 
2:00pm PW Valentine 

Tea 
5:00pm Youth Group 

10 

11:30am Circle 9 
  

5:00pm Bible 

Study 
  

11 

11:00am Special 

Care 
7:00pm Sunny 16 

Camera Club 
7:00pm Eve. Circle 
  

Presbytery Meeting 

12 

9:15am Wed 

Morn Circle 
10:00am Circle 6 
7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 

13 

6:00pm RITI 

14        

 

Valentine’s  

Day 
  

15 
  

16 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Children’s 

Music 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
5:00pm Youth Group 

17 

5:00pm Bible 

Study 

  
  

18 

11:00am Special 

Care 
11:00am Finance 

Min. 
1:00pm CUICHM 
2:00pm Staff Meet-

ing 
6:00pm Chairs mtg. 
7:00pm Session 

19 

7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 

20 

6:00pm RITI 

21 
  

22 
  

23 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Children’s 

Music 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am Missions 
5:00pm Youth Group 

24 
  
  
5:00pm Bible 

Study 

5:00pm Uspiritus 

25      Pancake Day/

Lions’ Club 

  
11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff Meet-

ing 
  

26        Ash Wednes-

day 
      Ashes on the Side-
walk 

  
6:00pm Dinner 

(soup & bread) 

7:00pm Worship 

27 

6:00pm RITI 
  

28 
  

29 

Sat. Meals 
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The Presbyterian Church 
1003 State Street 
Bowling Green, KY  42101 
(270) 843-4707 
 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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Permit No. 202 
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The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707 
www.bgpres.org 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  

the good news of Jesus Christ in word  

and deed so that disciples are made by 

means of inspiring and engaging worship,  

relevant and reliable education,  

compassionate and caring fellowship, 

meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  

to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

February 15 is the deadline for the March 2020 

newsletter. Please send your information to the  

church office at info@bgpres.org 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                                 Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                    Director of Christian Education 

Terry Johnson                                        Financial Administrator 

David Clarke                                                          Youth Ministry 

Wayne Pope                                                   Choir Director 

Steve Moore                                                           Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                                   Secretary 

Dana Patterson             Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Heather Kirkconnell                                          Children’s Music 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Barbara Solberg-Hale                             Sunday Sexton 

Tim Leigh                                                            Clerk of Session  
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