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   I am obliged to write about stewardship as a spiritual practice, a          
practice as important as prayer. God has been generous with us; similarly, 
our response should be as extravagant and as joyful as we can make it. 
 

   Our church budgets $690,000 to fulfill its ministry in a year. The number 
is important, but we would do better not to be concerned with a total. What 
matters most is that our congregation is responding appropriately to God’s 
grace, and that every single member of the church has considered what 
their gift to the church means, personally and spiritually. 
 

   The notion of tithing 10% comes from the Old Testament (Genesis 14). 
Abraham agrees to give a tithe to a mysterious “king of righteousness and 
peace.” The gift isn’t requested. It’s not given out of duty. He’s not “on the 
hook” for anything. His tithe is a plain act of worship. 
 

   The theme of free, uncoerced giving comes up again in the New Testa-
ment, when the Apostle Paul is raising a collection for the mother church in 
Jerusalem. Paul says, “Each of you must give as you have made up           
your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful 
giver.”  (II Corinthians 9:7) 
 

Stewardship is about giving freely, as a response to God’s grace, and 
as an act of worship. It is not the same as paying dues, or fulfilling           
expectations. Stewardship is uniquely a matter of personal faith and 
thanksgiving. It is the response of worship. It is returning grace for grace. 

 

I give because I can, and I thank God that I can give. 
I give to the church differently than any other giving I do because my 

gift to the church is a gift to God. 
I give freely, which makes it feel all the better. 
I give because I belong to God. 
I understand that the tithe is not a requirement. I can give more or less, 

as I am moved to do. 
The church’s $690,000 budget reminds me of all our congregation         

accomplishes in a year. 
I understand that giving to the church is an exercise of the spirit. I will 

pray that my giving will help me grow spiritually. 
Giving is biblical. It makes me glad to participate in the great and          

gracious sweep of God’s purpose. 
I give as an act of hope. There are wonderful things yet for the church 

to accomplish. 
I give because I know I am loved. 
 

                 Matthew 
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 Christian Education 

Parents of Preschoolers will meet Wednesday November 6 and Thursday         
November 7, 8:45am in the Nursery.  We’ll have hot coffee, yummy treats and 
warm fellowship.  All parents with preschool-age children are welcome to join us.  
Help is needed with yummy but simple treats!  See Leslee Kirkconnell. 
 
 
 
Christmas Parade Outreach Returns (and expands!).   

Join us Saturday December 7 to hand out hot chocolate to any who pass by our 
steps before the parade starts.  We gather at 8:15 to prepare.  Then invite them 
inside for our Christmas Market and Brunch in Fellowship Hall, open 9am-2pm.  
We anticipate having a variety of hand-crafted items from our members as well as 
local artisans available for your holiday gift-giving.  AND all proceeds from table-
space goes to support Habitat for Humanity.     
 

Advent Begins December 1.  We will have four Sundays of Sunday School  
Together.  Help us have a delicious start by providing something for our breakfast!  
Visit https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094AA9AB2CA7F49-advent2 to help us 
have an abundant table (and we do often have a number of homeless friends and 
we want them to have enough to eat also! 

 
Advent Wednesdays!  Plans are in the works for our Wednesday evening dinner and study/
worship.  Stay tuned.  December 4, 11 and 18.   
 
Faith in the in-between – a faithful life seeks to grow and practice faith every  
day.  Here are some activities for you to enhance your faith together at home, 
whether you have young children, teens or no children.  Although each activity is 
aimed at a particular age range, really any family, with one person or many more, 
can do any of these activities!  Let your faith grow with these simple, yet faith-
building activities.   
 

Although it uses ‘summer’ language, this activity can and should be done year round:   
https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/love-your-neighbor-jar 
 

This is an election year!  As you plan to get out and vote (and as a Presbyterian, we are committed to 
participation in the political process), here’s an activity to help  your children and teen learn and under-
stand more about it: https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/the-election-and-voting  (and while this 
was written for the 2012 election season, the ideas and principles are still true today).   
 

The end of October and first of November have three holidays.  Learn more here:  
(and even if they are past, it is never too late to learn about scary/holy/sad days!   
https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/3-scary-holy-sad-days   

 
Sunday School Offering from September to December will be given to  
Uspiritus (now Centerstone) for them to provide backpacks and/or suitcases for 
the children and youth in their care.  So often those in foster care aren’t able to 
have the benefit of simple items like these, and we can help.  EVERY CLASS – 
preschool-adult -  HAS A BASKET for offering.  Parents:  this is a GREAT way to 
introduce giving to great causes.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094AA9AB2CA7F49-advent2
https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/love-your-neighbor-jar
https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/the-election-and-voting
https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/3-scary-holy-sad-days
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Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, David Coverdale, Mary Evans, Rob Hale, Matt 
Hunt, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Nancy Moore, Pamela Napier, David Sears, and David Thomison. 
Our church Deacons: Rider Allen, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Rocky Cooper, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, 
Cathey Green, Jean Harris, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Teri Polen, Charlotte Prow, Ken Royse, Susan 
Thomison, and Debbie Trickey. 

 200th Anniversary 

HISTORICAL MARKER DEDICATION   
A historical marker was recently installed at Pioneer 
Cemetery in Bowling Green’s downtown. This marks 

the location of the original Presbyterian Church, 
founded in 1819 by the Rev. Joseph Lapsley. The 
congregation and church relocated to our present 

building when construction was completed in 1837.  
 

On Sunday, November 3rd we will be dedicating the newly installed historical marker  
as part of our 200

th
 year celebrations. Plan to join us at Pioneer Cemetery on  

College Street at 2:00pm on November 3
rd

. 
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Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members and  
friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 

 

To Denny Wedge and the Wedge family in the death of Carol Wedge 

To Ginger Van Ness in the death of her husband John Van Ness 

To June Rose Garrott in the death of her daughter Libby Rose Sinclair 

To Doug Humphrey in the death of his sister-in-law Betty Sue Roberts 

 

 Church and Community 

NEW YEAR’S EVE GAME NIGHT!  Join us as we 
come together for some fun on New Year’s Eve, 
Tuesday December 31.  We’ll gather in Fellowship 
Hall at 4pm.  Bring a party food – appetizer, etc to 
share.  We’ll enjoy games and food and fellowship 
and be done in time to be home in our PJs to watch 
the ball drop!  All ages – games for all ages.  Bring 
something you love to play!  Bring your friends and 
neighbors too!  See Glenn or Leslee Kirkconnell with 
questions.   
 
HELP US WITH BREAKFAST IN DECEMBER!  https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20F094AA9AB2CA7F49-advent2  Each Sunday we gather to study together during       
Advent.  We begin with breakfast and need donations. In many cases items can be brought           
to the kitchen (PLEASE LABEL CLEARLY) by noon on Fridays.   

 
JOIN US for feasting and fellowship!  Thursday November 28 at noon 
in Fellowship Hall.  Turkey and gravy provided – you bring your side 
dish or dessert for our gathering.  A great option for everyone, but  
especially for those not planning to travel elsewhere.  To be sure we 
have enough places set, please RSVP to the office by Monday,     
November 25.  We will also need some helpers for set-up and 
clean-up. Please call Judy Clark if you can assist! (270-779-1600) 
 

 

VESPER SERVICE   December 1, Sunday afternoon at 4:00 P.M., in the Sanctuary of the 
Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green:   Mark this date, time, and place on your calendar, for 
Advent is coming and the annual vesper for preparation and observance is planned again this 
year.   Many in the past have found the candlelight and appropriate readings and beautiful  
music to be just the right combination for the spiritual preparation of the season.   
—Thomas N. Moody, organist.  
 
SATURDAY MEALS will be delivered on November 16th. We will need volunteers to sort 
food and to deliver  If anyone is interested in volunteering for this Bowling Green community 
project please contact Judy Clark at judy068clark@outlook.com or 270-779-1600. 
  
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094AA9AB2CA7F49-advent2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F094AA9AB2CA7F49-advent2
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COFFEE ORDERS Let us help with your upcoming holiday gifts and parties -- Fair Trade 
Coffee sales will take place on Sunday, November 3

rd
 at church. The order will be made and re-

ceived in time for the holidays. Come prepared to order! 
 
GALLERY HOP Our newest exhibit in Fellowship Hall features the Sunny 16 Camera Club. 
Please stop by and view the photography! This show will be on display through December 5

th
.  

 
TIME CHANGE  Mark your calendars for the time change this month! We will set clocks 
back one hour on the evening of Saturday, November 3rd. 

 Missions 

Our Youth are once again bringing this opportunity to you.              
The decorated tree will be up on Sunday November 17 with           
angels that carry information about families and items to pur-
chase.  We are once again partnering with McNeill Elementary 
to provide hope for those who can’t otherwise afford to give their 
children gifts during the holidays.  We are also providing love for 
Uspiritus ‘graduates,’ those who have moved into transitional 
housing as young adults.  We will collect gift cards (as listed on the angel) for Uspiritus.  All gifts 
must be wrapped, with the angel securely attached for identification purposes, not later than 
Monday December 9.  Delivery will be that Saturday and time will be needed to organize, 
as well as shop for the food we also provide, thanks to our Deacons (and your generosity of 
funding that endeavor also). 
 

 
We are one month out!  You do not want to 
miss our Christmas Market and Brunch on the first 
Saturday of December.  Coinciding with the Down-
town Christmas Parade, we look forward to a busy 
morning of sharing God’s love, first with hot             
chocolate on the sidewalk, and then inside with  
free coffee, brunch items to purchase as well as a 
wide variety of handcrafted goods from local            
artisans, including those in our congregation.            

Our vendor space is FULL and that is exciting news as those fees go to support Habitat for           
Humanity (and right now that total is $400)!   
 

Do you have a few hand-make items you would like to donate for our Christmas Market?   
We will have one table for those items.  You tell us how much and we will sell them, and donate  
the money to Living Waters for the World.  See Shannon Dyche with questions.  
shannonlilgirl@gmail.com.  

mailto:shannonlilgirl@gmail.com
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 Missions 

MANY VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED for the Christmas Market!  It’s a busy, but fun day and a 
wonderful way we can be open to the community!  Click here for the sign up genius: https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-christmas1  
 
THE CHRISTMAS PARADE ALSO NEEDS help with giving out free hot chocolate on the side-
walk as people gather to watch.  This is a GREAT family activity!  We will make lots of hot chocolate 
and have cups with labels and information to pass out to our friends as they come to watch the pa-
rade.  If you are planning to come to the parade, come a bit early (8:30) to help us spread love to 
the community!   

 
ROOM IN THE INN begins November 15, and our first hosting is November 21.  
Sign-up sheets are in the 10

th
 Ave lobby.  Help is needed with overnight hosting, 

meal preparation (dinner/ breakfast) and more.  We have again stocked our pantry 
with items to help with dinner – for those nights when extra mouths appear or folks 
are extra hungry.  We have also compiled a simple ‘cookbook’ to help guide dinner 
cooks in making enough to feed 30 people.  Please note the pantry is EXTRA for 
those occasional nights.  Those who sign up to cook dinner should not plan to use 
those items unless needed for extra guests or if food runs low.  Questions?  See    

        Shannon Dyche or Leslee Kirkconnell.   
 
 
Saturday Meals is November 16.  HELP IS NEEDED - willing hands 
to help organize the meals beginning at 6:15am, and drivers to deliver 
the hot meals and other items beginning at 8:30am.  Find out how to 
help by contacting Judy Clark, judy068clark@outlook.com.  

 
ATTENTION CHEFS!  The Christmas Market needs your cooking 
skills and Casseroles to sell for Brunch.  This year we are providing 
the pans and the recipe.  You simply make your casseroles, bake, 
freeze and bring to the church by December 6.  We are making           
sausage casseroles and vegetable casseroles.  Recipes and pans are 
available in the office – see Leslee Kirkconnell or Shannon Dyche.  If  

          you want to make casseroles, we ask you use our pans, as the recipe           has 
been adapted for them!   
 
 
THE ‘DON’T WANT TO MISS THIS’ LIST: 
 

Clean Up Buckets!  Barbara Solberg-Hale is leading an effort for our congregation to assemble 
buckets for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance.  We will put them together on Epiphany Sunday (Jan. 
5) and they’ll be delivered in late January.  Stay tuned for what is needed. 
 

Rise Against Hunger – in early February, on Souper Bowl Sunday, we are having a SOUPER 
DAY OF FEASTING AND WORKING! On February 2 we will enjoy our SOUPER Bowl Luncheon, 
as usual, to be followed by a time of service as we assemble meals to feed hungry people.  More 
information soon and be sure to join us!   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-christmas1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-christmas1
mailto:judy068clark@outlook.com
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 Presbyterian Women 
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 Financial Report 

Youth Group is up and running for Fall. lf you are interested in  
providing and joining our youth for dinner on Sunday nights, you can sign up 
at this link below. Staying to eat with the youth group is encouraged and is a  
great chance to get to know the amazing students that attend! 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F4EA5A729A5F58-youth 

 
 

This year’s Fall Retreat will be the Tri-Presbytery Retreat to the Cedar 
Ridge Camp in Louisville Kentucky. It will run from the 8th-10th of         
November, and it is open to all youth from 6th-12th Grade.  This will be a 
weekend of worship, fellowship and fun. For more information speak to 
David Clarke. 
 

Angel Tree—The Youth Group will be putting up and decorating the tree on the afternoon of 
November 10

th
, in time for our Angel tree beginning on the following Sunday the 17th. 

 
Our Youth family Christmas Party will take place on December 8th from 5-7pm.  

 Youth Ministry  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F4EA5A729A5F58-youth


Page  9                                                                                                                             

 
 Children’s Page 



  Page 10  

 
 November Birthdays 

November 1 

 Sharon Hendrix 

 Curtiss Long 

November 3 

 Gary Hanks 

 Taliaferro Wiatt 

November 4 

 Trudy Burkeen 

November 5 

 William Rabold, Jr. 

November 6 

 Hayward Beliles 

 Stuart Kernohan 

November 7 

 Claire Duren 

November 10 

 Brad Thomison 

November 11 

 Hunter Murphy 

November 12 

 Cindi Crocker 

 Lloyd Ferguson 

 Ron Shrewsbury 

November 13 

 Denny Wedge 

 Julie Wedge 

November 14 

 Lola Baker 

November 15 

 Carter Clemons 

November 17 

 Grant Clemons 

November 18 

 Emily Kessler 

 Sarah Kessler 

 Peg Truman 

November 20 

 David Muffett 

November 22 

 David Coverdale 

 Sarah Jackson  

 Cindy Tanner 

November 23 

 Sandy Franklin  

 Rob Hale 

November 24 

 Bob Bueker 

 Paul Clark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 25 

 Jean Harris 

 Anne Multerer 

 Charles Reid 

 George Watson 

November 26 

 Norma Johnson  

 David Stites 

 Joe Ward 

November 27 

 Basil Jones 

November 28 

 Miguel Castro 

 Bob Haynes 

November 29 

 Susan Daniel 

November 30  

 Trevor Webb 

 David Yusk 
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 November Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1 

All Saints’ Day 
  

2 

  

3                 Time Change 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Children’s 

Music 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
2:00pm Marker Dedi-

cation 
5:00pm Youth Group 

4 

11:00am Circle 

3 
  

5 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
7:00pm Deacons 
  

6 

7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 

7 
  

8 

 Tri-Presbytery 

Youth Conf., 

Louisville 

9 
  

10              Stewardship   
                      Sunday 
8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Children’s 

Music 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
9:45am Sunday  

Circle 
10:30am Worship 
5:00pm Youth Group 

11 

11:30am Circle 

9 
  

12 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
7:00pm Sunny 16 

Camera Club 
7:00pm Eve. Circle 
  

 

Presbytery meeting 

13 

9:15am Wed. 

Morning Circle 

10:00am Circle 6 

7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 

14 

 

15 
  

16 
Saturday 

Meals 

17             Angel Tree 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Children’s 

Music 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am CE Min/

Youth C.? 
Afternoon recitals/

Wayne 
5:00pm Youth Group 

18 
  

19 

11:00am Special 

Care 
11:00am Finance 
1:00pm CUICHM 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
6:15pm Chairs mtg. 
7:00pm Session 

20 

7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 

21 

6:00pm  

Room in  

the Inn (RITI) 

22 
  

23 
  

24                     

8:30am Fellowship 
9:00am Children’s 

Music 
9:30am Sunday 

School 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am Missions 

5:00pm Youth Group 

25 
  
  

 

 

 

 

5:00pm Uspiritus 
  

26 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
  

27 

7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 

  

 

 

City/Co. School 

Break 

begins 

28 

12:00pm 

Thanksgiving 

Dinner 

 

Office Closed 

  

6:00pm RITI 

29 
  

  
 
 
Office Closed 
  

30 
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The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707 
www.bgpres.org 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  

the good news of Jesus Christ in word  

and deed so that disciples are made by 

means of inspiring and engaging worship,  

relevant and reliable education,  

compassionate and caring fellowship, 

meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  

to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

November 15 is the deadline for the December 2019 

newsletter. Please send your information to the  

church office at info@bgpres.org 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                                 Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                    Director of Christian Education 

Terry Johnson                                        Financial Administrator 

David Clarke                                                          Youth Ministry 

Wayne Pope                                                         Choir Director 

Steve Moore                                                               Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                                        Secretary 

Dana Patterson               Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Heather Kirkconnell                                          Children’s Music 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Barbara Solberg-Hale                                        Sunday Sexton 

Tim Leigh                                                            Clerk of Session  


