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We like things that bring us together, and allow
us to make common cause. A couple of years ago, the
Session approved a Mission Statement for our church:
Sharing the Vitality of Christ: Loving, Serving,
Welcoming All.
The Mission Statement is meant to guide our
ministry together. Are we remaining true to our baptism,
which binds us to the life (vitality), death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ? Do we love, with Christ’s love as our model? Do we
place others before ourselves in service? Are we truly welcoming of all
kinds of people? The Session thought the answer to these questions was
“yes.” The Session also believes that the Mission Statement can guide our
growth into deeper discipleship. The vitality of Christ, and the good work of
loving, serving, and welcoming give us a common cause.
Our denomination meets as a General Assembly every two years. At
both the 2016 and the 2018 General Assemblies, action was taken to
encourage common cause for Presbyterian (USA) churches, centering on
the biblical text Matthew 25:31-46. In these verses, Jesus says that the
glorious coming of the Lord will include this blessing: “Come, O blessed of
my Father, inherit the kingdom… for I was hungry and you gave me food,
I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed
me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was
in prison and you came to me.” (Matthew 25:34-35) Simply put, the
Presbyterian Church was exhorted to act boldly and compassionately to
serve people who are hungry, oppressed, imprisoned, or poor.
The Deacons of our church identified the Matthew 25 Invitation as a
worthy objective. In many ways, our church is already doing the very things
Matthew 25 encourages. However, we hope new initiatives will come our
way through this program. Specifically, the Matthew 25 Invitation will
challenge us to deepen our faith and to get actively and joyfully engaged
with our community and world. This work of engagement will also include
our resistance of all kinds of bias against people of color and the poor.
The Deacons recommended to our Session that we become a
Matthew 25 Church, and the Session, in August, voted unanimously to
do so. We look forward to sharpening our focus, as we live out our call to
discipleship, and make common cause with each other.
Life in the church has never been more exciting, or more important.
Know you are loved.
Matthew
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Christian Education
SEPTEMBER 8 IS RALLY DAY! We will gather for breakfast, fellowship
and our Mission Fair! Breakfast is by donation (we suggest a minimum of $6
per person to help us with our costs), but we welcome all amounts. Serving
will begin at 9. A number of our mission partners will be present to help us
understand what they do and how important our support is (and to offer opportunities for service). Our Ministries and Committees will also have displays
with service invitations. Teachers for Sunday School will be in classrooms
beginning about 9:45am. JOIN US AND INVITE YOUR NEIGHBORS!
PARENTS OF PRESCHOOLERS begins September 10 & 11 in the
Infant Nursery. We gather around 9:00am and enjoy fellowship, light
breakfast treats and casual conversation. This group is for ANY
PARENT OF A PRESCHOOL AGE CHILD, not just those with children
enrolled in the PLC. Questions or to volunteer with food (we provide light
treats – fruit, sweet breads etc), contact Leslee Kirkconnell.
OUR REGULAR SUNDAY SCHEDULE RETURNS September 15. 8:30am is Coffee Fellowship in
Fellowship Hall, 9:00am is Choir/Chimes for our Children (K-6th), 9:30am is Sunday School for all ages. Loving nursery care is provided for those under age three during Sunday School and for age
three and under during worship.
ADULT SUNDAY OPTIONS include our Christian Thought Class, which
will be reading/discussing the book Science & Christianity: Past, Present,
and Future by Dr. Drew Crain of Maryville (TN) College. A combination of
video, power point, reading and discussion, this study should be of interest
to any who wish to examine how Christianity has viewed ‘truth’ over the
centuries. The book is available FREE. See Leslee. Christian Thought
Class meets in the Conference Room. The Floyd Hayes Ellis Bible Study
Class (meets in room 203) will begin a study of J. Ellsworth Kalas’
book Parables from the Back Side. A unique approach to the Parables and Bible Study. Books are
available for $10 each from Leslee Kirkconnell or the office. The Coffee & Conversation Class (room
201) continues its walk through the Bible, reading chapter by chapter and discussing each week their
reading, insights and more. They will begin with the Psalms on September 15 .
CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES meet in the Children’s center – down the ramp to the
left as you enter from 10th Ave. Children in Kindergarten-3rd Grade meet in Room 20. Preschool (age
3-4) meet in the Preschool room – continue down the hall, turn left, at the nursery turn left and go to
the end of the hallway. Children in 4th-5th Grade are in the Elementary Room – turn left across from
the Nursery and it’s the first door on the right. Preschool uses Deep Blue materials, Early Elementary
does Godly Play and Older Elementary uses Growing in Grace and Gratitude.
FALL IS ALMOST HERE! School has begun again and we are settling into our routines.
Worshiping with your church family each week is important, and so is living your faith every day of the
week. Here are a few activities for you to help the ‘in-between’ times.
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We live in an increasingly diverse world. Children of God come in many colors, from many places,
with many different languages. Here’s a way to explore this richness and appreciate our differences:
https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/people-who-are-different
Encountering a ‘stranger’ can be difficult, yet enriching as well. Here’s a way to find what the Bible
says and how to find faith in the stranger:
https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/finding-faith-in-the-stranger
Fall is a time when many schools plan homecoming events. Sometimes those are fun, sometimes
they generate feelings we don’t want to deal with. Explore your own experiences and perhaps gain
some perspective. https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/homecoming-horror-stories
MONDAYS AT 5:00PM you have an opportunity to explore the upcoming
preaching scripture with Dr. Matthew Covington. Join the group in Fellowship
Hall, talk about the texts, share stories and maybe your story might be part of
the sermon. But find your Bible knowledge deepened, your faith strengthened and relationships closer. Join us and invite a friend too!

AS PART OF OUR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION we are
creating a Time Capsule. On August 25 during our All-Together
Sunday School, we worked on items to be included in our capsule.
We aren’t done yet! If you would like to write a letter to the future (we
will leave instructions about opening it at our 250th celebration, 2069)
please do so and bring to the office for Leslee by the end of
September. We will seal up our capsule and place in our archive
sometime in October (perhaps as part of our 70th celebration on the 13th). We would love to have
(copies) of any important church pictures, or anything else it will be fun for those opening to have a
peek back at 2019. SPACE IS LIMITED, so letters or pictures (unframed) are best. Think preservation and get ACID FREE paper! Questions? See Leslee.
YOU MIGHT HAVE NOTICED the fabric strips decorating our bannister from the 10 th Ave Lobby
to the landing. Those were created and used during Pig Pickin’ worship. Each has a name and
those names have a prayer-partner. If you weren’t at Pig Pickin’ you can get a strip from Leslee
Kirkconnell and add it to the display. You can write your name, or the name of someone you will pray
for. We are one body in Christ and praying for each other is a true gift!

Page 3

Missions
JOIN US SEPTEMBER 1 for our final All-Together Sunday School. We will be
working on several mission projects. Beans and Rice bagging for our Food Pantry,
decorating Angels for the Angel Tree (coming in November); stenciling bags for
Evangelism and Outreach give-aways, and making toys for the Humane Society.
Something for everyone. Breakfast available (as provided – sign up here https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-breakfast1
HABITAT LUNCHEON AND DESSERT AUCTION —
Sunday September 22. Plan to join us for this annual fun event! This will be
a POTLUCK LUNCH (bring a side dish, salad or vegetable.) Each table will
pool their funds to bid on the best desserts – and there are always some
amazingly decadent choices available. Those funds support Habitat for
Humanity and Living Waters for the World. We will also have those amazing
bird houses lovingly created by Herb Simmons. Fellowship Hall following
worship (11:30ish). Bring your dish and bring a friend!
YOUR DECADENT DESSERT NEEDED! For our Luncheon on September 22. Desserts are auctioned off to raise money for Habitat. Contact Debbie Trickey and let her know what you will bring.

RALLY DAY – SEPTEMBER 8 - IS ALSO OUR MISSION FAIR! Join us for breakfast
beginning around 9 (donations requested) and visit with Mission partners, displays by
ministries and committees, visit with friends new and not-so-new, and meet teachers. Help us
have a great start to our new year of learning and growing together!
MANNA MART always needs personal care items – laundry detergent, bars of soap, shampoo/conditioner, toothbrushes/toothpaste. These items should be full size (not travel size that
we give out in the Food Pantry) and can be placed in the drawers underneath the stairs.
THANK YOU for helping our community members who need it!
AT OUR BLESSING OF THE PETS in October (27TH), we will collect items for
the Humane Society – dog/cat food, kitty litter, cleaning products and more. Visit
their website for their wish list - http://www.bgshelterpets.com/wish-list.html
We ask all who bring a pet for the blessing to bring an offering for the Humane
Society.
BUCK IN A BASKET for September will begin to build a scholarship fund for our
college students. This will be a way for us to give a nominal gift to our graduating seniors to
help them as they enter the exciting (and scary) world of college. Your generosity for these
‘off’ budget items is much appreciated!
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3 CENTS A MEAL COLLECTION returns September 29! Our children and
youth will come around with the cans to collect your coins, bills and checks.
An individual contribution for a quarter is $8.10, but we are grateful for all gifts of
any size! One third of our offering stays to benefit our Food Pantry, with the
remainder going to the Presbyterian Hunger Program. You can learn more about
that program here:
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/hunger/
(Note: on 3 Cents a Meal Sundays we do NOT collect Buck in a Basket).
THE PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS season occurs each year
during September, culminating in collection of the offering on World
Communion Sunday (October 6). A gift to the Peace & Global Witness
Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems of injustice across the world. We keep 25% of this Offering
to connect with the global witness of Christ's peace. The Presbytery
keeps 25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The remaining
50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace
and justice in cultures of violence, including our own, through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness. Envelopes will be available or you may simply
mark your check ‘Peace and Global Witness Offering.’ Thank you for your generous support!
OUR SECOND ANNUAL CHRISTMAS MARKET AND
BRUNCH is December 7, 9:00-2:00. We are seeking
vendors for our event! The Mission Committee sponsors
ONE table for those who have a few items to donate –
handmade, gently used SMALL household goods (please
note this is NOT a rummage sale, we will accept only
handmade or gently used items, anything we can’t use
will be donated to a worthy agency). To sign up as a vendor (tables are $25 for full, $15 for half, with those proceeds
going to Habitat for Humanity), scan the code or visit:
https://bgpres.org/christmas-market
Watch soon for opportunities to help make the market
a success! We will once again be asking for casseroles,
for volunteers for a number of positions that morning and
more! And tell your friends and neighbors to come do
Christmas shopping, knowing their purchase helps our
community!
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Church and Community
SUNDAY MORNINGS we gather each week for coffee fellowship beginning at 8:30am (our
doors unlock automatically at 8:30am, so if you plan to come early, please wait until then to enter).
It is nice to share some light refreshments, so if you come regularly, please consider bringing some
fruit, sweet treats or other breakfast foods. We often host our homeless friends who could use some
breakfast. We will have coffee, and cereal, plus whatever folks bring. Thank you for your help in
hospitality!
ADVENT IS COMING! And with it, our Wednesday evening meals and study/
worship (Dec. 4, 11, 18). Although it may seem early, December will be here in a
flash, so please put these dates on your calendar and plan to join us! And help us
be good stewards – RSVP’s are required for meal prep and if you reserve, we need
you to pay if not cancelled at least a day ahead (barring extreme circumstances).
More details will be coming, but please plan to join us and mark that calendar!
“A SEPTEMBER CELEBRATION OF PSALMS” During the month of September
the Chancel Choir will be presenting anthems that correspond with the Psalm for
each Sunday. We will begin on September 1st with “The Gift of Finest Wheat” which
will feature The Chancel Choir, soloist DiDi Turley and violinists Nate Stein and David Yusk.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members and friends of
this church who have recently lost loved ones:

To Jane Anderson, Debbie Morse, and Jeff Anderson in the death
of Margie Anderson
To the family of Barbara (Bobbie) Strickler
To Grant Duren in the death of his mother Judith Duren

Youth
OUR SUNDAY NIGHT YOUTH GROUP will return on September 9th. It will run weekly from 5-7pm.
If you have any youth from 6th grade upwards, send them along for some food, fun and bible study. A
copy of the calendar with all the dates can be obtained from David Clarke. If you are interested in
providing and joining our youth for dinner on Sunday nights, you can sign up at the link below.
Staying to eat with the youth group is encouraged and is a great chance to get to know the amazing
students that attend! https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F4EA5A729A5F58-youth
CHILI COOK OFF AND BAKE SALE: Sunday October 20th @11:30—come along and taste some
great chili and delicious baked goods, and have some fellowship after the Sunday service. We need
our great chefs to bring their best chili… Bakers needed for their delicious dessert treats! Sign up
with our Perfect Potluck: https://perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=ISRB5112&welcome=1 or call the
office. ALL PROCEEDS will benefit our Youth Montreat Conference next summer! For more
information speak to David Clarke.
THIS YEAR’S FALL RETREAT will be the Tri-Presbytery Retreat to the Cedar Ridge Camp in Louisville, Kentucky. It will run from the 8th-10th of November, and it is open to all youth from 6th-12th
Grade. This will be a weekend of worship fellowship and fun. For more information, please speak to
David Clarke.
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Financial Report

Our church Elders: Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam
Bratcher, David Coverdale, Mary Evans, Rob Hale, Matt
Hunt, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Nancy
Moore, Pamela Napier, David Sears, and David
Thomison.
Our church Deacons: Rider Allen, Sally Calkins,
Judy Clark, Rocky Cooper, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms,
Cathey Green, Jean Harris, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse,
David Muffett, Teri Polen, Charlotte Prow, Ken Royse,
Susan Thomison, and Debbie Trickey.
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Presbyterian Women
TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES ♦ EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES ♦ FUN ACTIVITIES
One of the best things about being a part of PW is there are always opportunities to learn, travel,
both near and far, and have a lot of fun. This summer has provided an opportunity for an abundance
of all three. First was the Triennial Gathering of all women in the Synod of Living Waters. It all began
in June when four women (Thelma Baker, Lovelyn Williams, Chris Krueger, and Jan Albert) from
Western Kentucky traveled to Tupelo, Mississippi the birthplace of Elvis Presley. There were business meetings for some, great food for all, lots of laughter, even more hugs, and tons of fun. Jack
Curtis, an Elvis Tribute Artist, serenaded us and handed out sweaty scarves at the ice cream social.
Lest you think we only party, I assure you we had some magnificent learning workshops that
included: Listening to Your Life, Creating for Learning, Four Words for the Future of Presbyterian
Women, Written Words, How Change Can Work, Turning Do Nots into Dos, Fabric, Faith and Fellowship. The highlight was the opportunity to view and hear Eugenia Gamble explain the intent of the
2019-2020 Horizon Bible Study: Love Carved in Stone. Did I mention fun? Many ladies signed up for
the tour to Elvis’s birthplace and museum and found it to be a true delight. You may be asking
yourself, “What about shopping”? In the gift shop you could find just about anything. My favorites
were the bourbon balls and the pickles.
Five of our members (Ann Covington, Myra Dwyer, Shannon Dyche, Leslee Kirkconnell, Jan
Albert) contributed items for sale. The gift shop raised almost $2000.00 and there was about $2000.00
in offerings which was split and donated to Living Waters for the World and Mission Haven. There is
so much more to tell and so little space. So what to do: Ask and you’ll be ___(you fill in the blank)__.
Another opportunity began in those cool days (just kidding) of July when women from across the
country representing 13 Synods came to the Finger Lakes District of New York. Inspiring, lifechanging, awesome, challenging, and exhausting are just some of the words you would hear on a
daily basis to describe the influence of the day’s happenings.
Presbyterian Women sponsors two mission experiences, one global and one USA. You’ve
already figured out that this year was the USA Mission Experience (USAME). Inclusiveness,
hospitality, discernment, education, and fun were a part of every day. We were a diverse group of
women from small towns, large cities, agricultural areas, and urban communities. We received a
warm welcome, generous hospitality, and delicious food twice a day from local Presbyterian Women.
As we traveled from site to site, it was evident how one’s faith, listening for God’s call, and living
out Matthew 25, the least of these and Matthew 28, going out into the world took place and is still
taking place. If you were an expert in American History or Women’s history in the 1800s and early
1900s, you may have found the information and sites redundant. While most of us had a smattering
of knowledge about events of the day, you would usually here comments like,”I didn’t know that.”
Or “It is so amazing that so much was accomplished.” Or “How in the world did that happen?’
I want to thank every woman in The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green for your support and
contributions to this experience. I was one of two participants selected from the Synod of Living
Waters. As a participant, I have committed to being available for presentations throughout the Synod
for the next two years. In 2021, the participants will be sharing their experiences with attendees at the
Churchwide Gathering in St. Louis (8/5/21—8/8//21). Mark your calendars.
This year we have celebrated the 200th anniversary of our founding. One Hundred years ago, the
th
19 amendment was passed in Congress and one year later (1920) the amendment was ratified. It
was through the efforts of Quaker, Presbyterian, Congregationalist, and some Methodist women and
men, living out their faith in the Finger Lakes District of New York that women have the right to vote.
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200th Anniversary
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September Birthdays
September 1
Catherine Holderfield
September 2
Jan Albert
Doug Humphrey
Russell Moore
Faye Patton
September 3
Bailey Jordan
September 4
Miriam Reber
Linda Skaggs
September 7
Lawrence Finley
Elizabeth Nade
September 8
Ellis Johnston
September 10
Keith Carwell
September 11
Marge McLaren
September 12
Ryan Ballance
Erin Ellington
Jessica Jefferies
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September 14
Charlie Capito
Aaron Carter
September 15
Ann Huskey
Kyda West
September 16
Bruce Barrick
Diana Bigler Davis
Jean Carson
September 18
Elizabeth Cates
Mary Hills
Walker Johnston
September 19
Cheryl Gregory
Reid Small
September 20
Alex Gaither
Megan White
September 21
Susan Leachman
September 23
Evan Harper

September 25
Kathryn Bigler
Helen Bueker
Sarah Mayfield
September 26
Rachel Crocker
Ethan Elliott
Charles English, Sr.
September 27
Jackie Hanks
September 29
Reed Begley
Jane Coverdale
Timothy Small
September 30
Barbara Brindle
Cary Beth Bowen

September Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

2

3

4

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am
Children’s Music
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship

Labor Day
Office Closed

11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Deacons

7:00pm
Chancel Choir

8

Rally Day
8:30am Fellowship/
Breakfast
9:00am
Children’s Music
9:45am Sunday
School & Mission Fair
9:45am Sunday
Circle
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Youth Group

9

10

11

11:00am
Circle 3
(moved due to
Labor Day)
11:30am
Circle 9

9:00am POPS
11:00am Special
Care
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
7:00pm Sunny 16
Camera Club
7:00pm Eve. Circle

9:00am POPS
9:15am Wed.
Morning Circle
10:00am Circle 6
7:00pm
Chancel Choir

15

16

17

18

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am
Children’s Music
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
5:00pm Youth Group

22

Fri

Sat

5

6

7

12

13

14

19

20

21

27

28

11:00am Special
7:00pm
Care
Chancel Choir
11:00am Finance
2:00pm Staff
Meeting
5:00pm Comm. Ed.
6:15pm Chairs mtg.
7:00pm Session

23

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am
Children’s Music
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
11:30am Habitat/LW
auction and lunch
5:00pm Youth Group

29

Thu

24

25

26

11:00am Special
Care
1:00pm CUICHM
2:00pm Staff
Meeting

7:00pm
Chancel Choir

6:00pm PLC
Potluck

30

8:30am Fellowship
9:00am
Children’s Music
9:30am Sunday
School
10:30am Worship
(3¢)
11:30am Missions
5:00pm Youth Group
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.
September 15 is the deadline for the November 2019
newsletter. Please send your information to the
church office at info@bgpres.org

The Presbyterian Church
Bowling Green, Kentucky
(270) 843-4707
www.bgpres.org
The Presbyterian Church Staff

“Our reason for being is to manifest
the good news of Jesus Christ in word
and deed so that disciples are made by
means of inspiring and engaging worship,
relevant and reliable education,
compassionate and caring fellowship,
meaningful and magnanimous outreach,
to the glory of God.”
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