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 You know the old joke about two things no church wants. One thing is a 
preacher who has been to the Holy Land, because s/he’ll want to tell you all 
about it. The second thing to avoid is a minister who thinks/he can sing,        
because they will. I wonder if a third terror to be avoided might be a pastor who 
reads too much or reads the wrong stuff, because (of course) they’ll want to 
drag you along to thoughts you may not want to engage. 
 I’ve been reading about reasons for decline in church attendance and          
participation. We in the United States seem to be following our European  
counterparts in seeing interest in churches fade. Our modern secularized           
societies don’t have much flexibility, when it comes to things that cannot be 
enumerated, monetized, and mass produced. Neither does our culture like         
being corrected, so the morality of the Christian enterprise rings an unattractive 
bell. Institutions, like the church, civic clubs, and even the PTA, are imagined  
to have influencing power, and such power is frowned-up in our individual, self-
seeking age. Or maybe, it is the incredible rash of abusive actions we have  
witnessed from our leaders, political, social, and religious.  
 I don’t need to tell you that I think something precious is lost when the 
church is denigrated. 
 The reading I’ve done doesn’t offer much in the way of solutions. The           
penchant for complaint and discord runs pretty deep these days. Experts like to 
deconstruct, but they don’t know how to put things back together. 
 I want to affirm that our church has what it takes to move ahead, even while 
acknowledging the troubles we face.  
 

  1. We can be faithful to the gospel and to the Bible without being back  
   ward, or unwilling to change. Our ancient texts speak to our moment.  
   Hope and love don’t go out of style. So how do we make it clear that  
   we are hopeful and loving people? 
  2. Honesty and integrity is paramount. Each of us needs to believe what  
   we say and say what we believe. Young people, especially, want to   
   see faith in action. 
  3. The Reformed branch of the Christian church has a rich theological   
   heritage. Presbyterian theology has stood the test of time. Without our  
   being able to articulate, and to live, our beliefs, the church feeds           
   weakness, not strength. Go to Sunday School! Make notes on the  
   sermons! We can all make an effort to learn our heritage, (full as it is  
   with democratic ideals, humble compassion, generosity, and more).  
   Our rich heritage belongs in our outlook, for the living of these days.  

  

 Where to start? Start in your family. Start with making an effort to support 
the welcome of young families. Be proud of your faith. Live by the Lord’s           
command to love God and neighbor. 
 

 And, know you are loved. 
                                                 Matthew 
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Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, David Coverdale, Mary Evans, Rob Hale, Matt 
Hunt, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Nancy Moore, Pamela Napier, David Sears, and David Thomison. 
Our church Deacons: Rider Allen, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Rocky Cooper, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Cathey 
Green, Jean Harris, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Teri Polen, Charlotte Prow, Ken Royse, Susan 
Thomison, and Debbie Trickey. 

Christian Education 

PLAN TO JOIN US SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 8!  We will  

gather around 9, enjoy breakfast fellowship, visits with friends 

new and not-so-new, mission partners and more.  Find a place 

to serve – our ministries and committees and mission partners 

will all have information about help needed.  Where is God 

calling you to make a difference?  Time for learning about/

visiting Sunday morning classes (that begin September 15) 

will be around 9:45am.   

 

EACH DAY IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO GROW IN FAITH.  While Sunday is our time to 

worship with the church family, every day should include time for growth.  Here are some  

activities you can do at home that will strengthen your faith AND your bonds of family: 

Reading together is vitally important to young children especially.  It helps them learn to talk, 

learn new words and also provides some important time with a parent.  Snuggle up and go:   

https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/reading-together-being-together-2#.XSySXFBOnSw  
 

Life can seem very hard for your teen (or really any of us), and  

we too often read of teens who gave up.  As Christians we have 

hope, and as a parent of teens, you have an important role to  

help your teen have hope, even when life seems so rough.   

https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/hope-sustains-teen-life   
 

Prayer is so important to our spiritual life.  Jesus gave us the   

model, but also made it clear persistence is important too!  Here is 

an activity to help you persist, even when it <seems> God is not 

listening (and God is ALWAYS listening and ALWAYS with us!).                           

https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/ask-and-ask-again  

CHILDREN’S CHOIR AND CHIMES RESUMES Sunday August 

25!  All Kindergarten through 6
th
 Grade children should come to 

the Bell Room (across from the elevator) at 9:00am each Sunday.  Our children’s choir helps 

lead worship each month (usually the 3
rd

 Sunday) and regular attendance is important! 
 

THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION MINISTRY will meet on Tuesday August 27 at 5:30pm at 

the home of Mary Evans. We will share a potluck dinner (more information to come) and 

spend time planning and visioning.  We will finish around 9pm .  This is a special extended 

meeting to spend more time on this important work.   

https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/reading-together-being-together-2#.XSySXFBOnSw
https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/hope-sustains-teen-life
https://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/ask-and-ask-again
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OUR SERIES CONTINUES!  Join us each Sunday in August (NOT  

August 11) beginning around 9:15am.  Breakfast is available (as provided) 

and we share time learning more about our church from 9:30-10:15am.   

Our theme of Sankofa (honoring the past, while moving into the future) is 

being played out in many different ways as we explore our building, find 

treasures that speak to our past, and dream into the  future. Our scripture 

passages of Deuteronomy 32:7; Jeremiah 31:3b and Romans 15:4 are  

all being reinforced as we learn (and celebrate)  together.   

 

BACK TO SCHOOL BLESSING will be Sunday August 25.  We will have 

a special time in worship to bless all who have returned to the classroom 

(teacher or student).  We will also recognize all those who will be helping to 

lead our Sunday morning program. There will be special tags to give out to put on backpacks to 

remind students that God is with them wherever they are!   
 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FLOYD HAYS ELLIS CLASS invites you!  This class is open to most anyone who 

wants to study various bible passages or related religious subjects, and also have discussion of 

whatever is on someone’s mind who wish to discuss it with a class of like-minded friends. There is 

no application or waiting period. Just show up any Sunday morning and we’ll be happy to see you! 

You might learn something about Christianity or being a Presbyterian, or just being human. There 

are no tests or quizzes after class, but there might be some reading before class if you feel like it. 

It always helps to be a bit informed before stating your opinion. And bring your coffee with you. 

Sometimes we have sweets if someone brings them to class. Or you can get something down-

stairs in the Fellowship Hall to bring up with you.  If you would like a relaxed, friendly class to          

attend, and learn things about our church and religion, a good start might be the Floyd Hays Ellis 

class. We’re open to old and new members and visitors each Sunday, meeting on the second 

floor whenever Sunday School is held. Hope to see you there. Arnie Petrus and Bob Hunt are           

the class coordinators. 
 

PRESCHOOL LEARNING CENTER:  The PLC is currently taking registrations for Fall enroll-
ment.  We have openings in the 2’s classes; Mon/Wed 9-12 OR Tues/Thurs 9-1:30.  One class 
choice is available for 3 year olds; Tues/Thurs 9-1:30.  And we have 
openings in either Mon/Wed OR Tues/Thurs classes (both meeting  
9-:130) for 4 year olds. The PLC is a well known program with         
success in preparing children for the next level, with an emphasis           
on Kindergarten readiness.  Please tell your friends and family             
about our wonderful program.  Visit the church office to pick            
up a packet or email Dana Patterson, the director, at                            
plcdirector@bgpres.org for more information. 

Christian Education 

mailto:plcdirector@bgpres.org
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Church and Community 

SEERSUCKER SUNDAY IS AUGUST 25!  An annual tradition of wearing  
seersucker in an informal yet fond ‘farewell’ to summer.  We’ll gather in Fellowship  
Hall following worship for refreshments and pictures!   

 
THERE IS STILL TIME!  Join us for a week in the  
mountains in early fall!  Sunday September 29-Friday  
October 4.  We have a house rented and space for you to join us for FALL 
CRAFT WEEK.  Don’t feel crafty?  JOIN US ANYWAY.  Rock on the porch, 
walk around Lake Susan, visit Black Mountain, Asheville or drive the Blue 
Ridge Parkway.  Your housing is available and you will have a resident chef 
and house mom available (Leslee Kirkconnell).  We will join the Crafters each 

night for presentations and worship, but the days are free (if you aren’t registered for the conference).  
It’s Montreat.  It’s Fall. It’s WONDERFUL!  Contact Leslee Kirkconnell for information.  Our house 
sleeps 11 and if we fill it the per person cost will be around $150 each, plus the cost of food.  You 
won’t find a better vacation deal anywhere.  If you do wish to attend the conference, sign up on-line 
here:  http://www.montreat.org/fall-craft-week/ .  Rates go up mid-August, so do it TODAY!   
 
SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP begins at 8:30am with coffee and light treats.  During the 
summer we also like to have fuller breakfast for our Sunday Morning All-Together.  
Click here to pick one or two dates to bring something to share (and items can be 
brought by noon on Friday and left-please label clearly-in the kitchen/fridge).  
Please note: we host a number of friends each week, and they are deeply appre-
ciative of our hospitality.  Let us continue to provide an abundant table! 

RALLY DAY IS SEPTEMBER 8!   This is our annual ‘kick-off’ to the program  
year and involves our mission partners, ministries of our congregation, fellowship 
and more!  We will enjoy breakfast fellowship and time to visit classrooms, meet 
teachers etc (beginning around 9:45 or so).  A number of our mission partners  
will be present to share their work that we support, as well as recruit volunteers.  
Our committees and ministries will also have displays of how you can get involved 
in the Lord’s work here at The Presbyterian Church.  A day for fellowship, mission 
and celebrating God’s faithfulness here at TPC!   

 
JOIN US ON FRIDAY EVENINGS THROUGH AUGUST.  Wear that new 
church tee-shirt and come to Circus Square Park at 7:00pm.  Bring your chair 
and enjoy the concert and fellowship with neighbors from around the city!  On 
August 2, the Ernie Small Blues Band is playing and we will actually have a 
tent to give out special bags with goodies to entice folks to visit us.  
 
THE NEXT SATURDAY MEALS DATE is Saturday, August 17th. We will need volunteers to sort 
food and to deliver.  If anyone is interested in volunteering for this Bowling Green community project 
please contact Debbie Trickey at dtrickey_123@yahoo.com / 270-542-6459, or Judy Clark at  
judy068clark@outlook.com / 270-938-7524. 
 
BRUSH AND LENS, an exhibit of members, opened July 19 in our church gallery, Fellowship Hall. 
Artists include Shannon Dyche, Myra Dwyer, Doug Humphrey, Linda Leigh, Tim Leigh, Alan Reeves, 
Sheila Backfisch Reeves, Bud Schlinker, Diane Simmons, Gail Smrtic, Peg Truman, and Mark           
Hendershot with Peg Truman. 
 

mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
http://www.montreat.org/fall-craft-week/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-breakfast1
mailto:dtrickey_123@yahoo.com
mailto:judy068clark@outlook.com
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Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members  
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 

 

To the friends and family of Jennifer Bumppo 

Church and Community 

 

MARK THE DATE!  PIG PICKIN’ is August 11th! 
 

Join us at the Beard Pavilion (see map) at 10:00am for  
worship, followed by our Annual Picnic!  Bring a GENEROUS 
dish (12-15 servings) according to your last name:  A-M side 
dish, salad, or vegetable;  N-Z Dessert.  A wonderful day of  
casual fellowship, worship including our Montreat attendees 
and more.  David Thomison will always welcome  help with  
this event:   davidthomison@gmail.com.   
 

mailto:davidthomison@gmail.com
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Our Fall youth calendar has been drafted — if you would like a copy please speak to David 
Clarke. (david.clarke@bgpres.org) 
 
August 11th is our Pig Pickin’ service and it will be led by the youth.  It will also  
showcase some of the music and activities that took place during the middle school  
Montreat trip. Come along and hear about our trip from 
some of the youth who attended! 
 
August 25th is our Youth and Families Kick off night. 
It will run from 5-7pm. We would love for you to bring 
your youth and family along to join us for some food and 
fun, and a chance to look to the youth activities we have 
planned for the year ahead. Please join us! 
 

Youth Ministries 

Financial Report 
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Presbyterian Women 
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Missions 

WE ARE ALREADY GEARING UP FOR OUR  
SECOND MARKET!  The Planning Team will meet  
on August 18 following worship to continue our plans 
and reaching out to invite potential vendors to partici-
pate. We anticipate the Christmas Parade will happen 
this year and will need help with giving out (free) hot 
chocolate from 8:30-9:30am. The Market will open at  
9 and the building will be open at 8 for visitors to use 
bathrooms or get FREE coffee (available all day). Much 

help will be needed and a special sign up opportunity will be coming in October.  Plan to join us!   
 

Have a few craft items for our Market?  We will have one table for donations from the congre-gation 
and all proceeds will benefit Living Waters to the World.  If you have a lot of items (more than 6-8), 
please sign up for your own table – click here for the form.  Tables are $25 for full or $15 for half and 
those funds benefit Habitat for Humanity.     
(https://bgpres.org/christmas-market ) 

 
AUGUST BUCK IN A BASKET will help us begin to prepare for Room in the Inn 
(begins November14).  We will once again be building a pantry of non-perishable but 
needed items for providing abundant meal hospitality to our guests.  Thank you for 
your generous support of these items which are not included in our regular budget.   
 
 
 

OUR SATURDAY MEALS date is August 18 and help will be  
needed with meal preparation and delivery.  Please contact Judy  
Clark ASAP if you can help that morning.  Meal prep begins by 
6:30am and delivery drivers need to arrive by 8:30am.  Email her  
judy068clark@outlook.com We gather at St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church, 434 Church Avenue, Bowling Green.   

 
JOIN US SEPTEMBER 1 for our Mission Workday.  That is our final Sunday 
morning all-together and we will be working on several projects to benefit others – 
bagging beans and rice, making toys for the Humane Society and more.  We will 
gather at 9:15am for breakfast fellowship followed by a time of working and visiting 
as we complete projects to help others.   
 

 

OUR FOOD PANTRY IS A POPULAR PLACE!   We are seeing a steady and strong demand  
for food assistance. And while we do purchase items, having donations is a tremendous help also!  
We can ALWAYS use peanut butter (18oz size max); saltines, canned fruit, canned vegetables, 
canned soup (NOT cream soups); tuna fish, canned beans, canned chili/
pasta, dry beans, white rice, tomato sauce, dry pasta (1 lb box/package); 
granola bars, fresh apples, fresh potatoes.  Please avoid glass containers 
and large items – we cannot give out big containers!  Many many thanks 
for your continued support to help our food-insecure neighbors.   

https://bgpres.org/christmas-market
https://bgpres.org/christmas-market
mailto:judy068clark@outlook.com
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Historical notes on Bowling Green Presbyterians 
- Taken from the Presbyterian Women’s Cookbook 

200th Anniversary 
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August Birthdays 

August 1 

 Lauren Glasser 

 McClaine Hudson 

 Ella May 

August 3 

 Dan Brown 

August 4 

 Denise Carter 

 Chuck Coates 

 King Spencer 

 Matthew Spencer 

August 5 

 Mike Alexieff 

 Tucker Carmichael 

 Myong MacMillin 

 Susan Murphy 

 Dan Stelling 

August 6 

 Neil Howell 

 Wanda Hunt 

 Bill Krepps 

August 7 

 Beth Durbin 

 Terry Flynn 

 Kalu Njoku 

August 10 

 Charlie Reber 

 Rebecca Simpson 

 Betsy Tyrie 

August 12 

 Maya Lebedinsky 

 

 

August 13 

 Reese Polen 

August 14 

 Susan Begley 

 Sonya Moran 

 Ryan Kirkconnell 

August 15 

 Ashley Long 

 Kevin Reber 

August 16 

 Chase Embry  

 Heather Kessler 

 Nan Moore 

August 17 

 Annette Ballard 

August 19 

 Brenna Murphy 

 Dick Roberts 

August 20 

 Andee Rudloff 

 Ian White 

August 21 

 Alex Gooch  

 Janet Strode 

August 22 

 Madeline Davenport 

 Brad Howard 

 Sally Wysong 

August 23 

 Ann Covington 

 Deborah Raymer 

 

 

 

August 24 

 Will Bowen 

 Matthew Crocker 

August 26 

 Erin Elliott 

August 27 

 Nathan Love 

August 28 

 Ron Ramsing 

August 29 

 J. B. Hines 

 John Stone 

August 30 

 Wayne Hendrix 

 Kathy Higgins 

August 31 

 Judy Clark 

 Landen White 
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August Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

        1 
  

2 
 
7:00pm  

Concerts in 

the Park 

(Ernie Small’s 

Blues Band) 

3 
  

4 

8:30am  

Fellowship 
9:30am Sunday 

School A/T 
10:30am Worship 
  

5 
  
 

 
 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 

  
  

6 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 

 
7:00pm Deacons 
  

7 

9:30am PLC Open 

House 

  

 

7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 

County school starts 
  

8 

9:30am PLC 

Open House 

  
 
 
 
BG school starts 

  

9 
 
7:00pm  

Concerts in 

the Park 

  

 

Youth Lock-In 

10 

Presbytery 

meeting 
  
Pig Pickin’  

setup 
  

11 

10:00 Pig Pickin’ 
  

12 
 
 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 
  
  
PLC begins 

classes 
  

13 

11:00am Special 

Care 

2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
7:00pm Sunny 16 

Camera Club 
7:00pm Eve. Circle 

14 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
  

15 
  

16 
 
 
 
7:00pm  

Concerts in 

the Park 

17 

Saturday 

Meals 

18 

8:30am  

Fellowship 
9:30am Sunday 

School A/T 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am  

Christmas Mkt. 

Planning meeting 
  

19 
 
 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 
  

20 

11:00am Special 

Care 
11:00am Finance 

Min. 
1:00pm CUICHM 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
5:00pm Comm. Ed. 
6:15pm Chairs mtg. 
7:00pm Session 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
  

22 
  

23 
 
 
 
7:00pm  

Concerts in 

the Park 

24 
  

25     Seersucker 

Sunday 
8:30am  

Fellowship 
9:30am Sunday 

School A/T 
10:30am Worship 
Back to School 

blessing 
11:30am Missions 
5:30pm Youth 

picnic 
  

26 
 
 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 
  
WKU starts 

27 

11:00am Special 

Care 
2:00pm Staff  

Meeting 
5:30pm CE meeting 
  

28 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00pm Chancel 

Choir 
  

29 
  

30 

 

 

 

7:00pm  

Concerts in 

the Park 

31 
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The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707 
www.bgpres.org 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  

the good news of Jesus Christ in word  

and deed so that disciples are made by 

means of inspiring and engaging worship,  

relevant and reliable education,  

compassionate and caring fellowship, 

meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  

to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

August 15 is the deadline for the September 2019 

newsletter. Please send your information to the  

church office at info@bgpres.org 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                                 Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                    Director of Christian Education 

Terry Johnson                                        Financial Administrator 

David Clarke                                                          Youth Ministry 

Wayne Pope                                                      Choir Director 

Steve Moore                                                     Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                             Secretary 

Dana Patterson             Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Barbara Solberg-Hale                                Sunday Sexton 

Tim Leigh                                                            Clerk of Session  

2019 


