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  John McClure, who teaches preaching at Vanderbilt Divinity 
School, coined the phrase “talking ourselves into being Christian.” His 
idea is that we develop what we believe by having conversations.  
 

 Talking ourselves into being Christian doesn’t necessarily mean 
spouting all the right doctrines of the faith. Since very few of us are           
familiar with the full sweep of Christian history and tradition, our              
conversations may not reflect any precise orthodoxy, but (instead) 
would be reflective of our simple, personal, deeply held, and             
individually unique thoughts about God. I say this in order to encourage 
us to talk earnestly and honestly about what we believe, instead of 
holding back for fear of saying something theologically wrong. 
 

 There are numerous verses in the Bible that assure us that the            
Holy Spirit of God will teach us what to say, when we speak of our be-
liefs. “Do not be anxious about what you are to say; for the Holy Spirit 
will teach you in that very hour what you ought to say.” (Luke 12:12) 
“We do not know how to pray, but the Spirit intercedes for 
us…” (Romans 8:26)  
 

 It is usually unfair to generalize about whole groups of people, 
but… Presbyterians tend to let their actions speak louder than their 
words. We volunteer, we serve, we donate, and all because of what we 
believe; but we don’t talk about it. Something gets lost in the trans-
lation, when we can’t bring our faith to words. 
 

 How shall we start, talking ourselves into being Christian? It doesn’t 
have to be hard. Let your first conversation be with yourself. What have 
your experiences taught you about forgiveness, beauty, and hope? 
When an experience has been bad, what kept you going? Who have 
been your teachers, and what have they shown or taught you about 
God? Think about the Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. What             
other names do you have for God? What’s something you could tell           
 a child  about your faith? Questions are good, but so is silence. Try 
 being quiet for a moment, and consider: What will the Lord pour  
 into me today? 
 

    Conversations about faith are not merely evangelical, and           
 intended to draw others in. Our first conversation is with our self. 
 Bring your faith to words, and your faith will be stronger. 
 

  Know you are loved. 
 

                      Matthew 
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Christian Education 

SUMMER SUNDAYS TOGETHER: begin July 7 through September 1 
(off August 11).  We gather in Fellowship Hall with light breakfast being 
served around 9:15, and our program beginning at 9:30am. 

   

OUR CHURCH YESTERDAY, TODAY AND TOMORROW is our theme 
and will continue our year-long celebration for our 200

th
 Anniversary!   

 

Our scriptures will be Deuteronomy 32:7; Jeremiah 31:3b and Romans 
15:4. The Christian Education ministry is working on an exciting program 
to include all ages in a variety of experiences and activities.  Together we 
will explore our building, our history, make some plans for the future, all 
while growing in love for God and one another.  Join us and plan to invite a friend or  
neighbor!   
 

BREAKFAST is a part of our Summer Sundays, and  
happens only because YOU help us!  Please consider signing 
up to provide one or two items over the course of our weeks  
together.  Click here:  https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-breakfast1  We will likely have our 
friends with us, so abundant hospitality is a must!  Items can 
be brought and left in the kitchen (label clearly) by noon each 

                                              Friday, as needed.   
 
 
RALLY DAY will be September 8.  We’ll have breakfast  
(beginning around 9am), share fellowship, have mission partners  
and displays from Committees and Ministries.  A great way to  
start the fall and see where you might be called to serve God!   
Stay tuned for details!  
 
 
MONTREAT MIDDLE SCHOOL CONFERENCE!  On July 17, five individuals (Leslee 
Kirkconnell, David Clarke, Claire Ellington, Sara Parkerson and Laura Parkerson) will leave 
for Maryville College and the Middle School Conference.  We are looking forward to a great 
time of fun, fellowship and learning.  For Such a Time as This is the theme and we will  
worship, play, study and play some more, all on the beautiful campus of Maryville College.  
YOU will get a taste of our experience at Pig Pickin’ in August.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-breakfast1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f094aa9ab2ca7f49-breakfast1
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- Taken from the Presbyterian Women’s Cookbook 
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Church and Community 

 
MARK THE DATE – SUNDAY AUGUST 11!  10:00am at the Beard  
Pavilion.  HELP NEEDED to make this great event the wonderful success  
it always is!  BRIEF VOLUNTEER MEETINGS will be Sunday July 7th and 
Sunday July 21st, immediately following worship in Fellowship Hall.  Want  
or plan to help but can’t make the meeting?  Contact David Thomison, at  
davidthomison@gmail.com.   
 
Pig Pickin’ is a POTLUCK lunch, with our main dish and drink provided.   
Plan to bring your assigned dish with you – and please make it abundant!  
Enough for 12-15 servings.  Watch for more information about what to bring 
later in July.   
 

 
THIS CAN BE YOURS! Well, at least for a week!  JOIN US  
for FALL CRAFT WEEK in Montreat, September 29 - October 4.            
Attend the conference (register here) or just relax in the beauty  
of the mountains of western North Carolina in the early fall.   
We have our house and just need YOU to join us!  Leslee  
Kirkconnell is your chief cook and bottle washer (although we  
will share that duty).  If you have yet to experience Montreat, 
THIS IS YOUR CHANCE!  Truly a piece of heaven on earth, 
where God’s presence is vibrantly felt.   
 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! Sunday August 25 will be our annual SEERSUCKER SUNDAY!   
An informal and fun ‘farewell’ to summer... Put on your best seersucker and we’ll take a group picture 
following worship.   
 

 
WEAR THAT NEW TEE-SHIRT AND COME FOR FUN!   
Summer Concerts in the Park began June 21.   
Every Friday, 7:00-9:00pm in Circus Square.   
Bring your chairs and your picnic and enjoy  
good music and fun fellowship! 
 

 
 

mailto:davidthomison@gmail.com
https://montreat.org/events/fall-craft-week
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Our deepest sympathy is extended to the following members  
and friends of this church who have recently lost loved ones: 

 
To Jean Carson in the recent death of her sister-in-law 

 
     

Church and Community 

JULY IS NATIONAL ICE CREAM MONTH! We can’t 
let this ‘observation’ slip by!  Join us on SATURDAY          
JULY 13, 4:00pm until in Fellowship Hall.  Bring an          
appetizer to share and a favorite Ice Cream topping 
(HOMEMADE ice cream provided).  We’ll feast, play 
games (bring one to share or try one of the many fun 
ones available here) and enjoy LOTS of ice cream.  ALL 
AGES!  Invite a friend or neighbor to join us!   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark the date:  October 13 will be a special 70

th
 Anniversary celebration of the union of Westmin-

ster Presbyterian Church and First Presbyterian Church.  Stay tuned for details, but plan to join us!  
This is yet another wonderful time as we honor our 200 years and look to the future that God has 
planned.   
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Youth Ministries 

Financial Report 

CITY SIGHTS CITY LIGHTS - Our middle school mission trip will be taking place July 9-11. 
Registration is now available - if you have any youth rising 6th through rising 9th grade inter-
ested speak to David Clarke to get more information. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS over the next few weeks:  Some dates are still to be confirmed, but 
over the next few weeks we will be having some youth events including a movie marathon 
and a lock in. Dates will be confirmed in the next few weeks. For more information speak to 
David Clarke.  
 
Our Fall youth calendar has been drafted if  
you would like a copy please speak to David  
Clarke. (Email david.clarke@bgpres.org ) 

mailto:david.clarke@bgpres.org
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Our church Elders:  Karol Ahmed, Mark Bigler, Pam Bratcher, David Coverdale, Mary Evans, Rob Hale, Matt 
Hunt, Mike Kanan, John Kernohan, Tim Leigh, Nancy Moore, Pamela Napier, David Sears, and David Thomison. 
Our church Deacons: Rider Allen, Sally Calkins, Judy Clark, Rocky Cooper, Shannon Dyche, Ray Elms, Cathey 
Green, Jean Harris, Linda Leigh, Debbie Morse, David Muffett, Teri Polen, Charlotte Prow, Ken Royse, Susan 
Thomison, and Debbie Trickey. 

Session Report 

Summer is here and we are all geared up for trips, and yard work (that is if the rain will ever 
stop)! Our church continues to honor our 200

th
 anniversary as a service and faith                      

community.  Our Christian Education Team has come up with an exciting Summer Sunday 
School approach- Our Church Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow.  They have a series of           
lessons for us that will provide us with answers to our history and building, and will serve as 
a springboard for our moving forward in service and worship together.  Don’t miss these            
lessons and come learn more about who and whose we are! 
 
Of course everyone is gearing up for the annual Pig Pickin’ service.  I love this fellowship and 
worship event:  Helping with the grilling and smoking, listening to the stories of those helping, 
and having more laughs while smoking these butts and ribs than you can imagine.  Plan on 
being there Sunday August 11

th
 but don’t miss the fellowship on Saturday. Come out and          

volunteer! You can come for an hour and help or longer; and you can always come for just  a 
visit and join in the fun of being together as we prepare for Sunday’s big doings! 
 
Time to talk money.  Please don’t stop reading!  Overall we are doing great!  We are ahead 
of budget in giving by some $7,000.00. Thank you!  Remember that at this time last year we 
were behind by some $35,000, so this is tremendous and one more thing for us to celebrate 
and be thankful for.  Now the reminder to continue your giving through the summer.  I know 
we all get busy—and in a lot of respects church slows a bit it seems—but our church’s work 
doesn’t slow down at all.  Our youth are busy (as are a lot of our adults) in trips and missions. 
Then there is just the everyday needs of people we serve. Our food pantry has been busy 
and, oh yeah, we still have bills to pay.  So please continue to remember to give; it makes a 
huge difference in our ministry… and let me just go ahead and thank you for continuing in          
obedience through your giving! 
  
We are so fortunate to have one another and may your summer be an exceptional one. 
  
God bless. 
  
Tim Leigh 
Clerk of Session 
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Missions 

Our Second Annual Christmas Brunch and Market will be 
Saturday December 7, 9:00-2:00pm in Fellowship Hall.  We are 
accepting Vendor applications.  You can scan the code for the 
form on our website.  $25 holds your spot (we have 
a limited number of spots) and that money will  
benefit Habitat for Humanity.  And YES!  We will 
have a table for items you have made and wish to 
donate (those funds will support Living Waters for  

                                                            the World). Questions? See Shannon Dyche. 
 
3 CENTS A MEAL – our last collection was June 30 and we will update  
totals on our website and in the bulletin.  THANK YOU for your continued 
support of this important offering.  3 cents set aside for each meal is a 
small amount, but adds up to big things when we put all our contributions 
together!  Our Food Pantry continues to see steady and heavy demand 
and one third of your gifts stays right here to help offset the cost of pur-
chasing items (which we need to do, especially for things like peanut butter and rice and beans).   
We also collect at every meal the church holds – just another way to continue to share the  
abundant blessings bestowed by God with those who need some help.   
 
AND OUR FOOD PANTRY always needs items.  Peanut butter (18oz size max!); fresh apples and 
potatoes, white rice, dry beans, pop top cans of soup (no cream soups please), vegetables, fruit, pasta 
etc.  Even picking up one or two extra items every time you shop will make a huge difference! 
 
SATURDAY MEALS returns August 18.  HELP WILL BE NEEDED  
with preparing the meals and delivery.  Email Judy Clark  
( judy068clark@outlook.com ) to volunteer.  6:30am is the arrival  
time for those preparing our bread and meals; drivers should come  
around 8:30am or so.   

 
 
PLAN TO JOIN US on Sunday September 1 when we will have a ‘Mission 
Work Day.’  Plans are in the works, but it will involve beans, rice, fleece, jersey 
and more. And breakfast. Always breakfast. This will be our final day of  
Summer Sundays Together.   
 

 

RALLY DAY is September 8.  ALL committees and ministries should plan to bring a display of 
their work, to help others know what is done and where they can plug in to serve.  Breakfast, fellowship 
and more.   
 
BUCK IN A BASKET for July will help us purchase one more round table for Fellowship Hall, 
along with a storage rack.  These tables have been much appreciated for the enhanced fellowship.   
We anticipate the cost for these items to be around $400.   
 

mailto:judy068clark@outlook.com
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 Help Us With our Montreat Mission Project! Those of us going to Maryville  
College for the Montreat Middle School Conference have been asked to bring  
particular items for their mission project.  If you can provide some of these, that  
will add to what the participants are bringing:  plastic grocery bags, coloring books,  
activity books, small packs of crayons and children’s books.  We will be assembling 
gift baskets with these items for a children’s advocacy center.  Please bring to the  
office by July 15 (we leave July 17). Questions?  Email Leslee Kirkconnell.   

 
 
 
 
Summer Time is a Great Time for  
Growing Faith at Home.    
Here are some activities for different ages (but really there  
is no limit for any of these!): 
 
Moonlit nights are magical and can provide a wonderful 
venue for faith talk.  On a clear night with the moon in view, 
consider taking a walk in your PJs:    
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/moonlight-pajama-walk 
 
Worshiping together as a family is very important, yet sometimes our teenagers  
grumble.  Relaxed schedules and vacations offer an opportunity to visit churches and just  
see some differences while opening a conversation about the importance of worshiping  
as a family:  http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/visiting-churches 
 
Summer time generally means traveling – vacation, day trips for fun and more.   
Explore some interesting trips in the Bible and see what you might learn:   
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/tripping-together 

 

 

 

mailto:leslee.kirkconnell@bgpres.org
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/moonlight-pajama-walk
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/visiting-churches
http://www.vibrantfaithathome.org/item/tripping-together
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July Birthdays 

July 1 

 David Wilkinson 

July 3 

 Larry Warden 

July 4 

 Joel Brown 

 Tom Maurer 

July 7 

 Erika Solberg 

July 8 

 Nancy Keyser 

July 10 

 Dot Koven 

July 14 

 Marilyn Mattingly 

July 16 

 Alan Reeves 

July 17 

 Matthew Covington 

 Chloe Johnson 

 Zoe Lebedinsky 

 Peyton Phillips 

 Bobbie Strickler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 18 

 Fran Bowen 

 Mary Evans 

 Jack Grise 

 Samuel Grise 

 Allison Webb 

 Sarah Webb 

July 19 

 Pam Bratcher 

 Nancy English 

 Cookie Johnson 

 Donald Nuerge 

July 20 

 Grace Alexieff 

 Rob Byrd 

 Sheryl Goad 

 Bette Jo Miller 

July 21 

 Susan Howard 

July 23 

 Glenn Kirkconnell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 24 

 Jeff Anderson 

 Gretchen Bettersworth 

 David Thomison 

July 25 

 Ann Dickey 

 Helen Hatchett 

 Shirley Karrick 

July 26 

 Judith Rabold 

July 27 

 Charles Runner 

 Austen Seidler 

 Owen Seidler 

July 28 

 Leslie Embry 

 Martha Schell 

July 29 

 Myra Dwyer 

 Tom MacMillin 

July 30 

 Katie Maurer 

 Bruce White 

July 31 

 Sandy Brown 

 Herb Simmons 
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July Calendar 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

  1 
 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 
class 

2 

11:00am Special Care 
10:00am Staff Planning 

Meeting 
  

3 
  

4     Office 

       Closed 

5 
 
7:00pm  

Concerts in 

the Park 

6 
  

7 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:30am S. School A/T 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am Pig Pickin’ 

meeting 
  

8 
 
 
 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 
class 
  

9 
 
11:00am Special Care 
2:00pm Staff 
Meeting 
7:00pm Sunny 16 

Camera Club 

 
City Sights/City Lights 

begins 
 

10 
  

11 
  

12 
 
 
 
7:00pm  

Concerts in 

the Park 

13 
 
 
 
4:00pm Ice 

Cream  

Social and 

Game Night 

  
  

14           

8:30am Fellowship 
9:30am  S. School A/T 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am Lemonade 

& Cookies 

15 

  

 

 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 
class 

16 

11:00am Special Care 
2:00pm Staff 
Meeting 
  

17 
  

Youth to  

Montreat 

18 
  
  

  
  

19 
 
 
5:00pm  

Gallery Hop 

  

7:00pm  

Concerts in 

the Park 

20 
  

21 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:30am  S. School A/T 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am Pig Pickin’ 

meeting 
11:30am Lemonade 

& Cookies 
  

22 
 
 
 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 
class 

23 

11:00am Special Care 
2:00pm Staff 
Meeting 
  

24 
  

25 
  

 

 

5:00pm 

Community 

Ed Class 
  

26 
 
 
 
7:00pm  

Concerts in 

the Park 

27 
  

28 

8:30am Fellowship 
9:30am  S. School A/T 
10:30am Worship 
11:30am Lemonade 

& Cookies 
  

29 
 
 
 
5:00pm Uspiritus 
5:00pm Bible 

Study 
Class 

  

 

30 

11:00am Special Care 
2:00pm Staff 
Meeting 
  

31 
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The Presbyterian Church 
Bowling Green, Kentucky                                                                                                      

(270) 843-4707 
www.bgpres.org 

“Our reason for being is to manifest  

the good news of Jesus Christ in word  

and deed so that disciples are made by 

means of inspiring and engaging worship,  

relevant and reliable education,  

compassionate and caring fellowship, 

meaningful and magnanimous outreach,  

to the glory of God.” 

The full-color newsletter is online at www.bgpres.org.  

July 15 is the deadline for the August 2019 

newsletter. Please send your information to the  

church office at info@bgpres.org 

 

The Presbyterian Church Staff 
 

Dr. Matthew W. Covington                                                 Pastor 

Thomas N. Moody                          Organist, Pastoral Assistant 

Leslee Kirkconnell                    Director of Christian Education 

Terry Johnson                                        Financial Administrator 

David Clarke                                                          Youth Ministry 

Wayne Pope                                                    Choir Director 

Steve Moore                                                     Treasurer 

Cheryl Gregory                                      Secretary 

Dana Patterson             Director, Preschool Learning Center 

Cedric Whitney                                                             Custodian 

Barbara Solberg-Hale                              Sunday Sexton 

Tim Leigh                                                            Clerk of Session  


